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THE AMAZING A

Pack Includes:
AS500 CPU, Mouse, P.S.U., T.V. Modulator, Very
First Tutorial, Workbench 1-3, Basic, Extras and
Manuals.

PLUS POSTRONIX BONUS PACK
WIORTH OVER £250 which includes 10 Blank

Disks, Disk Storage Box, 10 Excellent Games, Mouse Mat,
Mouse Bracket (Mouse Holder) Deluxe Paint.

£399.00 . cuocospes

AMIGA 500 pLus DISK DRIVE AMIGA 500 + 1084S

I ion M Is, isk, "3,
The Very First Tutofial, 1.V, Moduiator. Photon STEREQ/
COLOUR MONITOR
(including the

Paint, Mouse PLUS additional Amiga Compatible
Amiga 500 deal) £649 ° 00

+£5.00 post
and packing.

£449.00

Disk Drive and 10 Blank Disks.
+ £10.00 post and packing

W\
£229.99

MPS IZOOP +£5.00 post and packing

The Commodore MPS1200P printer presents the state of the art in dox matrix printers, with all the features of a printer that
would cost much more. The MPS1200P is designed to be like three printersin one. It can act just like an Epson FX printer, or
with the flip of a switch, it can act just like an IBM Graphics Printer with IBM Group II-I character set (Danish/Norwegian
character set) support. It can also print all the characters available with the Amiga in the Amiga configuration, The MPS1200P
is capable of all the printing functions you would expect, as well as some additional features you may not expect.

MPS 1500C COLOUR PRINTER £199 99

A. TECHNICAL CHARACTERISTICS -
PRINTING TECHNIQUE ......... Impact dot matrix (9-needle print head). +45.00 post and packing
DRAFT MODE ......ccovinniinrinnans — matrix: 9 vertical dots x (5 +4) horizontal dots; — printspeed: 120 char/s, at [0/char in
TABULATION SPEED ................ 2charfs

PRINTING DIRECTION ............. bi-directional, with optimised head movement

PRINT PITHES ......ccerverrenrerernr 10 char/in to 24/char/in programmable from line, and in SET-UP mode

LINE FEED ........... «oee— 1/6in (4.23mm), 1/8(3.17 mm)and 7/72in (2.4 mm); —n/246in and /72 in.
CHARACTER SET ...cvuervirennees ASClI charactersand special characters.

MAX. PRINT LINE LENGTH

40top 192 characters, according to print pitch selected.

1084S STEREO/COLOUR

MONITOR

Compatible with PC,
Amiga, C64c, C128

£259.00

+ £5.00 post and packing

RV
eﬁ’&’
AMIGA 1010 DISK DRIVE

Amiga 3.5” external drive. Capacity 880K

cit
PLUS FREE DISK £ 1 49 99
STORAGE BOX & ®
10 BLANK DISKS + £5.00 post and packing
AS01 RAM £149.99
PACK o/
+ £5.00 post and packing

512K for the Amiga



THIS TOPICAL GAMES
COMPENDIUM OFFERS A TRUE

SPORTING CHALLENGE
Pack contains: Cédc Computer 1530
Datasette, Quickshot Joystick, Matchpoint
(Tennis), Snooker, World Championship
Boxmg Daley Thom, igms Supertest,

rs ris, Basketball, Matchday I1.

ompsons Decathion, Basket

Masler Track and Field.

PLUS POSTRONIX BONUS PACK
OF £100 OF FREE SOFTWARE

. .. AND MORE BESIDES!

AN EXCELLENT PACK PROVIDING
HOURS OF ENTERTAINMENT FOR ALL

THE FAMILY
Pack includes: Cédc Computer 1530 Data Cassette. Quickshot 11 Joystick.
Personal Hi-Fi, Commodore Juke Box Audio Tape {10 Hits), Yamaha
SHS10 FM Digital Keyboard with Midi, Ghostbuster. Rollaround, Tau Ceti,
Agent X11, Surprise Game.
Plus: POSTRONIX BONUS PACK OF £100 OF

FREE SOFTWARE

onry £199.99

£149.99

+ £5.00 post and packing

1541 [ DISK DRIVE PACK

Pack includes:

Disks, 5%4” Diskette Storage Box. AND GEOS!

£169.99

+ £5.00 post and packing

ICONTROLLER

Icontrotler is semi permanently
mounted on your computer console.
Icontroller leaves hands on the
keyboard while executing lcon
commands with your fingertips.

£15.99

Simply plufz
additional

STARFIGHTER
Compatible with Sinclair
Spectrum. Commodore. Atari
Computers. Atari 2600 Video
Games Systems.

£14.95

CHALLENGER DELUXE
Compatible with Spectrum (with
optional interface). Commodore.
Atari 2600 Video System. Atari
Computers. Amstrad computers.

£4.99

A whole new range of innovative

C64 OLD STYLE
:omputer covers, made from C64C NEW STYLE
‘Jurable clear plastic. Designed to
it your computer perfectly ... not AMIGA 500
nly safe from dust but also all ATARI 520ST
orms of accidental damage. ATARI 1040ST

1541 I} Disk Drive, 10 Excellent Disk Games, 20 Blank

A) 1750 RAM EXPANSION MODULE FOR CBM 128

it into the expansion port on your CBM 128 and 512K Bytes of
am are available.

B) 1351 COMMODORE MOUSE

The Commodre 1351 Mouse is controller designed for use wth the CBM 64/128.

C) 1764 RAM EXPANSION MODULE FOR COMMODORE 64

How do you get a total of 320K Ram on your 64, just plug in the 1764 Module.

1£149.99 £19.99 £99.99

LARGESTOCKS OF SOFTWARE & ACCESSORIES FOR ALL 16 BIT, 8 BIT COMPUTERS ~ ALSO
ALL MAJOR GAME CONSOLES - PHONE (0604) 791771 NOW WITH YOUR REQUIREMENTS.

+ £5.00 post and packing

A GREAT DOUBLE THEME PACK
OFFERING THE BEST OF HOLLYWOOD,

PLUS A COMPENDIUM OF T.V. GAME SHOWS

Pack includes: C64c 1530 Data Cassette. Quickshot I1 Joystick, The Great
Ee Miami Vice, Platoon, Rambo, Top Gun, Every Second Counts.

Blockbusters. Bullseye, Trivial Pursuit, Krypton Factor.

Plus: POSTRONIX BONUS PACK iy £149.99
OF £100 OF FREE SO”WARE + £5.00 post and packing

SEIKOSHA
PRINTER

Compatible with most
makes of Commodore
computers. Features

variety of fonts including -

cable.

Al prices + £5.00 post and packing.

SLIK STIK JOYSTICK
CONTROLLER

Compatible with Atari Computers.
Atari Games System. Commodore.

£6.99

COMPETITION PRO 5000
Compatible with Commodore 64 and

CHEETAH 125+
Compatible with Spectrum.
Commodore. Atari 2600 Video
System. Atari. Amstrad PC.
Amstrad.

£8.95

Cx COMMODORE 0%

graphics and near letter quality, reverse printing, italics. -
tractor feed and paper seperator. Comes complete with serial £ 1 39 " 00

+ £5.00 post and packing

RAM DELTA DELUXE
MICROSWITCH JOYSTICK

Compatible with Atari computers and
Video Games Machines. Amstrad PCW
(with adaptor). Spectrum

TACS Vic20. Sinclair ZX Spectrum (interface (with adaptor). 9 99
CONTROLLER required). Commodore. £ .
JOYSTICK
Compatible with Atari. £14 .95
Commodore.
£ TAC 2 CONTROLLER
13.99 JOYSTICK
ey rnd :;:%;"I;mrjzf:: 8 MICRO HANDLER MULTI
Atari Gam.e Systems. . ﬂm(,'TION JOY! FTICK
£10 99 C16/+4 adaplorrcquued
- £24.95
. bt L lictnnd SURAANE
|-|-=1-n] EEEE EEEEEEEEEEEREEEEEE
ADORESY 141+ I I [ | T I_F HE :w:-):::’
mmm =i 1_] i I | | L
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% CATALOGUETEM M. m. [ %Lan [ o |
£6.99 (2 e -
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addition to a major fea-

ture on word proces-
sing and DTP in which the
Amigais allowingustobe-
come ever more profes-
sional, we have a fascinat-
ing look at anew technolo-
gy - laser disks, or at least
new to the Amiga dimen-
sion. Laser disk players
have beenaroundforsome
years but they foundit hard
to reach a market in com-
petition with videorecor-
ders. Now, linked to the
Amiga, they are finding a
renewed opportunity to
join in a growing field:
video facilities allied to
easily accesible, huge
memory storage.

This technology parti-
culalry interested me bea-
cusejustafew weeksagol
was shown, at the World of
Commodore Show in Los
Angeles, an authoring sys-
tem that, being developed
by Commodore in the
U.S.A. also based on con-
necting the Amigato alas-
er disk player.

The authoring system
is being designed to allow
the user to create, very
simply, a video-based pre-
sentation incorporating al-
ready existing icons that
are used to outline the
order in which the ele-
ments, both from the Ami-
ga and the laser disk play-
er, will appear on the Ami-
ga’s screen.

Commodore is impr-
essed by the video appl-
ications thatthe Amigacan
achieve and, of course, the
numbers of Amigas it may
sell to people who want to
employ those applica-

l n this issue of AU, in

tions. Hence its support for
the creation of the author-
ing system.

However, the most im-
mediate uses of laser disk
technology may wellnotbe
in business presentations
but in more popular activi-
ties such as games; for it

must be recognised that
the largest number of Ami-
gas bought is of the A500
and while they will certainly
be made use of for all sorts
of activities entertainment,
especially games will pro-
bably be their principal
function. (lronically, Dra-
gon’s Lair, one of the most
popular games now on the
Amiga, first appeared on a
laser disk!)

This month we have
decided to acknowledge
the increasing Amiga ga-
mes dimension with a spe-
cial section called Amiga
Action. Linking the Amiga
with the laser disk is ano-
ther step toward making
different fields of electro-
nics coalesce and provid-
ing us with access through
our favourite computer to
highly sophisticated tech-
nologies that can enlarge
our opportunities in all
aspects of our lives from
business presentations and
DTP to home productivity
and outstandingly exciting
entertainment.

Antony H. Jacobson
Managing Editor and
Publisher .

Credit for the art on the May
cover of AUl should have
been given to Rick Unland,
who did the artwork for the
Byte by Byte product Sculpt
4D. Our apologies.
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Value for £

The reports are in: for every
pound the UK computer in-
dustry spends on marketing it
gets an average of £9.64 back
in sales.

General wisdom has it that
the more a company spends
on marketing initiatives —
promotion, advertising, direct
mail or cold calling — the high-
er its revenues will be.

“The UK Computer Indus-
try — Marketing Methods and
their Effectiveness”, from
Alliance Marketing, indicates
thatthe UK computerindustry
either gets things very right or
very wrong. Few companies,
whether they are software
suppliers, training organisa-
tions or suppliers of media,
are putting together an aver-
age marketing strategy.

E.A.S.
Releases

ROLL OVER - an action
game for one or two players.
Players take the part of little
computer men, that have to
push stone blocks into holes
of a playing field. Roll Over
your enemise with your sto-
ne blocks and find your way
past stone barriers. This
graphic arcade-style game
will have 50 levels and is
available on Amiga and C64.

ANIMAL GAMES - Find
your way through a variety of
different events such as:
Monkey climbing, Crocodile
obstacle swimming, Eleph-
ant’s coconut shooting and
so on. Available on Amiga
and C64.

QUASAR

“Welcome, Stranger from the
Time to Come. My nameis Mel-
cior. You have been chosen to
regain the stolen Eye of
Quasar. Inthe Time that is Past
our race ruled all things of Air,
Fire and Soil. The great Lord
Neptune held sway over all
manner of Water and the crea-
tures of the Oceans.

Therecame atime whenmy
people polluted Neptune’s
Kingdom and consumed or
destroyed all his creatures. In
revenge Neptune created the
Flood and stole our Talisman,
the Eye of Quasar. He placed it
in the care of the Guardians.
Every thousand years, since
that time, we send a Chosen
One to attempt the recovery of
the Talisman. It is foretold that
when the Talisman is returned
my people will once again mul-
tiply, and be mighty.

The way to the land of the
Guardians is fraught with dan-

ger, but | can give you three
Star Class 5 space ships. They
are equipped with automatic
lon shields and a built in Pulse
Cannon. You may add to your
weaponry by collecting star
mines. Your journey will take
you through five different sec-
tors and you must navigate
through meteor showers, sun
corridors, underground cav-

erns as well as fight against the
Creatures of Neptune and the
allies of the Guardians.Youcan
only defeat the Guardians by
destroying their power globes.
Go with Glory Chosen One,
from the Time that is to Come,
and help my people prosper.”
Quasar is available for the
Amiga from White Panther
Publishing. Price: £19.95.

“SEAL OF APPROVAL”

VIDION, The International
Association of Video Game
Players, has formed a review
procedure complete with its
own code of ethics and seal of
approval.

“We want to give game
manufacturers the means to
assert the positive, and we
want to reassure customers,”
says VIDION Executive Direc-
tor David Rice. “We say, ‘Look
for this seal. It says the the
game producer has the desire
to do the right thing and is
willing to undergo an ethical
audit.””

Applicants to VIDION must
agree to abide by its code and

must also meet its “standards
of acceptance.”

VIDION tells us the three prim-
ary objectives are: to giverepu-
table video game marketers a
positive way to affirm their
commitment to good business
ethics; to combat and counter-
attack the smear campaign
currently being waged against
video games by over zealous
groups; and to help identify - by
conspicuous ommission -
companies that do not meet
reasonable standards.

VIDION subscribers are
charged $500 a year and are
susceptible to spot audits to
ensure their compliance with

the code of ethics. Founded in
1983, VIDION has 19,000 video
game playing members. Most
are in the U.S., but there are
also members in Japan, Cana-
da, Europe and Australia.

SDI

“S.D.I.” - the SEGA arcade
conversion is now available
for Amiga computer users.
Your mission, as always, is to
defend your country from im-
minent catastrophe. Using
skill, judgement and razor
sharp reactions, you must de-
ploy your Strategic Defense
Initiative and avoid global dis-
aster. Price: £24.99 from Acti-
vision.

HIGH STEEL

Screen 7 has announced the
release of High Steel. This is
no time to feel dizzy. As you
balance precariously on a
narrow steel girder, hundreds
of feet above the hard concre-
te below, a head for heights is
a must. There’s a skyscraper
to be built, and the Spitters,
Crawlers and metal-
munching Gremlins are in hot
pursuit. You step overtheslip-
pery remains of your work-
mates’ lunch, hurl your span-
ner at a menacing shadow,

andcursethe dayyoubecame
a high steel worker.

The sixthflooris complete.
The huge crane delivers the
next girder, just as a brick
smashes into your hard hat.
Things might not be so bad if
you could just find your sand-
wiches.

Can you overcome all ob-
stacles and dangers con-
fronting you to tower above
the city streets below, or will
you end up splatting the pave-
ment like raspberry jam? Pri-
ce: Amiga £19.99, Commod-
ore64/128(cass)£9.99,£14.99
(disk).
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NEWSFILE/

MYTH

Magnetic Scrolls, authors of
The Pawn, The Guild of
Thieves, Jinxter, Corruption
and Fish!, announce the immi-
nent release of their first mini-
adventure entitled Myth.

Myth has been specially
written for members of Official
Secrets who will receive the
game as part of their £19.95
membership pack. Anita Sinc-
lair explains “It’'s not the size
that counts. To the inexperi-
enced it will be more satisfying
because they will be able to
finish it without exhausting
their patience. They will prob-
ably want to go on to some-
thing bigger. Myth will also be
good for keenadventurers who
may be able to romp through it
with some friends in one even-

STAR CUTS LC-10 PRICE AS UK

PRODUCTION

SHOOTS UP

Star Micronics U.K. Ltd, one of
the country’s top suppliers of
computer printers, has
announced a drop in price for
its popular LC-10 dot-matrix
machine. The company says
the the new price of £229 (down
from £259) is largely due to the
rapid increase in production at
its Welsh manufacturing plant.
Contact: Star Micronics UK
Ltd., Craven House, 40 Ux-
bridge Road, Ealing, London
W5 2BS. Tel: 01-840 1800

In Myth you take the role of
Poseidon, the God of the Sea.
Stripped of your Godly powers
by Zeus you have to eam your
nght to eternal life and all other
divine benefits by completinga
test. Zeus has commanded
you to steal Hades’ Helmet
which is secured in the depths
of his subterranean Palace. To
achieve this you will need to
pay the Fermyman, cheat
Death, and defeatHydra, anine
headed monster guarding the
Gates to the Underworld.

MT230

Mannesmann Tally’s MT230
family has 9-, 18-, and 24 pin
models, all offered by Actionin
either b/w or colour versions at
well below RRP. Prices range
from the MT230/9 nine-pin b/w
printer at £595.00 (£795.00
RRP) to the 24 pin MT230/24F
colour printer at £795.00
(£1095.00 RRP). Plug-in inter-

rallel), £85.00 (RS 232) and
£115.00 (current loop).

All feature an advanced
paper handling system which
allows the operator to switch
raspidly between push-tractor
feed, pull-tractor feed and
single-sheet friction feed with-
out removing the continuous
stationery.

Contact: Action Computer
Supplies, Abercorn Commer-
cial Centre, Manor Farm Road,
Wembley, Middx, HA0 1WL.
Tel: 0800 333 333.

MIDIMAN

Californiabased Musicsofthas
announced the release of their
newest MIDI hardware pro-
duct, MiDiman, MIDI Tape Re-
corder Interface. MIDIMAN
allows the novice user to re-
cord MIDI information directly
to standard audio tape in real
time.

The company claims MIDI-
MAN is an altemative to com-
puter or hardware sequencers
for recording and playing
sequences in real time per-
formance applications.

MIDIMAN acts as a virtual
“player piano” in terms of it's
ability to record and playback
these performances, patterns
and songs in real time. The
professional performing musi-
cian, of course, can now leave
his computer at home by
dumping all computer re-
corded sequences and songs
to cassette for playback during
performance viaMIDIMAN and
a simple cassette player.

Other MIDIMAN features
include the ability to record
MIDItiming information to tape
thus allowing MIDIMAN to act
as a “dumb” sync box for re-
cording and syncing se-
quencers from a tape. Support
of both normal and high band-
width rate for use with DAT
recorders and other highband-
width tape decks is included,
as well as aftertouch on/off
modes for filtering extaneous
aftertouch information. Tape
duplicate mode can be
selected for making backup
tapes as well as channel select
mode for either passive chan-
nelization over channels 1,2 or
10. A special MIDI transmit
priority allows the selective
prioritization of data to channel
10 first and then to channel 1.
MIDIMAN also transfers Sys-
tem Exclusive Data Dumps of
up to 2000 bytes in length.

Price: $199.95 (U.S.) Con-
tact: Musicsoft, 30 North
Raymond Suite 505, Pasade-
na CA 91103. Tel: (818) 449-

face modules cost £80.00 (pa-

Rapid Release

Over the coming months,
Rapid will be releasing a wide
range of games and utility soft-
ware for Amiga, and later PC
software at £9.99 each.

Thereleases planned so far
are:

Twylyte (AMIGA): A fast ac-
tion, solid 3D shoot-em-up.

Triton 1l (AMIGA): An im-
peccable shoot-em- up.

Metropolis (AMIGA):
Equipped with fast, highly
manouverable craft you must
search an enemy infested city
for the vital clues that will allow
you to escape.

Jeopardy (AMIGA): Enter a
battle field and collect allarma-
ments through over 100
screens. You control a battle
tank which can be upgraded to
provide extra fire-power such
as rockets, lasers, etc.
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NAG Plus

NAG PLUS 3.0 is a handy new
schedule assistant with the
unique ability to verbally re-
mind you in advance of any
regular or one-time event - up
to 99 events per day - and then
“NAG” you about it.

Gramma Software of
Seattle says that NAG PLUS
3.0 is fully memory-resident,
runs in the background with
other Amiga software, and
synthesizes sounds using the
Amiga voice and sound hard-
ware. One-time entry of
events such as birthdays pla-
ces them in the Perpetual
Calendar. Events or appoint-
ments can then be edited up
to two years in advance. Re-
minders are then presentedin
any form you choose: as a
screen flash or computerised
voice, or as any one of 24 fully
adjustable (and programm-
able) bells and whistles.

R
(BT - Katch 2 demo of NG PLIS and Seli6.
SR Julie Am. 1%2

8= - Snith and Assoc. T bewrs,

10:8n - Inspection Irip. Plant 3. & howrs,
88 - Pick w Kartha, United, gale 5. Bring reses,

Octuber B

T
D.Trwp. (all in offer o plaza. See Noles,

(chober 77

Gctober 2

TeEi - Grama § Grawa Groves. Qs Tm's howse,

fctuber 31

NAG PLUS 3.0 will even
dial the phone for you and put
youintouch personto person.
Just point and click to any
number on your screen with
over 6 digits, and NAG PLUS

3.0 will automatically dial your
modem, wait until someone
answers, then one click will
turn your telephone back over
to you for regular voice com-
munication.

And, to keep you orga-
nised, NAG PLUS 3.0 has a
report generating facility that
will print out a list of each
day’s appointments (for more
than one person, if neces-
sary), or search the appoint-
ment database for individual
appointment records con-
taining specific key words.

Additional features inclu-
de a text editor for generating
phone call notes, memos or
quick correspondence, an
on-line help facility and an
AREXX Port for initiating any
timed event or action.

There’s even a configura-
tionprogramthat allows com-
plete customisation of NAG
PLUS 3.0 - frominstalling your
own text editor to setting the
path of your autodialer.

Price: $79.95 (US). Con-
tactt Gramma Software,
17730 15th Avenue N.W., Suite
223, Seattle, WA 98155.

Tel: (206) 363-6417.

DECnet

Syndesis of Wilmington, MA
announces TSSnet for the
Amiga, providing full access
to DECnet networks for the
Commodore Amiga.

Amiga computers running
TSSnet become Phase IV end
nodes in a DECnet network
that can consist of over 64,000
different computers running a
wide variety of operating sys-
tems. Syndesis TSSnet is a
complete Amigaimplementa-
tion of TSSnet, originally de-
veloped by Thursby Software
Systems.

TSSnet willinitially provide
asynchronous DECnet com-
munications, with a Network
Control Program (NCP), Net-
work Virtual Terminal sup-
port, and a programming in-
terface at the Amiga device
level. It will provide DECnet
connectivity to users of X11
for the Amiga from GfxBase,
an imptementation of the X
Window System for the
Amiga.

Enhancements to the ini-
tial version will include Net-
work File Copy and Listener,
Electronic Mail for access to
VMS Mail, and Ethernet
support.

Contact: Syndesis, 20
West Street, Wilmington, MA
01887 (U.S.))

Tel: (508) 657 5585.

Floppy-Disk Drive

Shrinkage

Citizen Europe is claiming it
has developed the world’s
smallest 3.5in floppy-disk
drive.

The UO series, which
comprises the UODC and
UODD with access times of 3
and 6ms track respectively,
measures in at 3 quarters of
an inch thick and weighs 7
pounds. Previous 3.5in
floppy-disk drives had been
well over an inch in depth,
Citizen said.

A spokesman said that
Citizen had reduced the size
of the floppy-disk drive by
designing a side mounted
head.

The carriage movement,
head movement disk-chuc-
king system and read/write
mechanism are repositioned
for space saving, the comp-
any claims.

Both models in the UO

family feature 1 Mbyte of
unformatted storage capac-
ity and are fully compatible
with current 3.5in floppy dri-
ves with 26-pin interface/po-
wer cables.

They also feature low
power consumption (1.8 watt
in reading/0.025 in standby)
and single power source
operation.

Quote of
Month

Dean Barret, marketing man-
agerof Commodore UK on his
response to the IBM price
cuts: “If we can, and it looks
like we should, then we might
drop our prices. If there is the
margin there, which there
isn’t at the moment, then we
will.”

What was that again,
Dean?

“Smart” Card

Hospitals, GPs and Pharma-
cists in Devon are testing the
use of “smart” cards for port-
able medical records. The
cards look like conventional
credit cards but contain their

own processor and memory.

Called “care cards”, they
contain a 16K chip embedded
in a plastic card. So far 8,500
cards have been issued.

A-MAX

ReadySoft brings Macintosh
compatibility to your Amiga
with the introduction of A-
Max. A-Max is a hardware and
software combination that
allows your Amiga to run most
Macintosh productivity soft-
ware. All you have to supply
are Macintosh 64K (Mac) or
128K (Mac Plus) ROMs. Once
the ROMs are installed, Mac-
intosh software will run at full
Mac speed on your Amiga.

The A-Max cartridge plugs
into the Amiga’s external disk
drive portand has connectors
for an Apple 800K external
drive and additional Amiga
drives. If an Apple external
drive is notfitted, the included
transfer software allows you
to convert Mac disks to A-
Max format which may then
be used with standard Amiga
drives.

A-Max is compatible with
all Amigas and supports the
Amiga’s keyboard, mouse,
disk drives, RAM expanders
and parallel and serial ports
(including Imagewriter emul-
ation for Epson and compati-
ble printers). HyperCard, Ex-
cel, Word, MacPaint, and
MacTerminal are among the
many compatible programs.

Price: $199.95. Contact:
ReadySoft, 30 Wertheim
Court, Unit 2, Richmond Hill,
Ontario, Canada L4B 1B9.
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Their idea of
DTP

[[CliFase punter |1 =——— [@/C}
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DTP that starts with layout

OURS

When most DTP packages start and

finish with page layout, Publisher's

Choice comes as a refreshingly bright
|EIKindHords - PC Ad text File idea.

Publisher's Choice is a truly complete
‘ DTP system. In one package you get
The Disc Comany resort a word processor, a spell checker, a
thesaurus, a page-layout program, a splace:
complete font directory and a clip-art Al inforwation) coaveyed by
There are 2 number of different vays to bransport geods acress the

library uriting, speech, ar
ity e e et e ] Every aspect of the DTP process is

covered, there's nothing more to buy!

Fridap, Decenber 3, 1988
| Tedny's traagpertation

Communication like traasportaticn, Mas evelved over the last ceatuwry. | 1 like b tati [ved i~
| There are 2 nunber of differeat ways to conmmicate. Thoaes are the rost 3 asperlalin, ks damati

popular today, hovever, fuxes are beconing nore papular everpday 35 3 | Publisher's Choice includes: te list cosury’. Tere re 3 e of iﬁm
S e p

| means of conunicating in businessd | s

B Kindwords 2.0 - The leading word
processors available for the
Amiga.

A 100,000 UK English dictiona
Enter your text in Kindwords spell checker Ll &
A 470,000 word Thesaurus

PageSetter 1.2 — A new version of
this superb page layout program

Lmo MOT‘ION = which takes text from Kindwords
¥ e and produces spectacular docu-

ments incorporating text and
The I Company m | graphics. It is compatible with any
MERK [ Amiga printer and offers Postscript
output for professional quality text.

|

Headlines — A stunning collection
of over 35 hi-resolution fonts for
text or headlines.

AEVICNPAER

R

Artist's Choice — why create your
own image, it's probably already in
amongst the 200 already stored

t
QY ol YOUIPags Individually these packages would

cost hundreds of pounds - Pub-
lisher's Choice comes to you for
£99.95 inc VAT.

A
g

e [t

There are a mber of differeat vays L]
wods acrass the matiens. Today vith

&
L
-

Publisher's Choice is available from The Disc Company: Paris 010 331 455 310 53;
SDL: London 01-300 3300; GEM: Harlow on 0279-412441;
HB-Marketing: West Drayton 0895-444433; Amiga Centre: Edinburgh 031-557 4242;

or Microdealer: Milton Keynes 0908-74000.




[NEWSFILE/

Licence to Kill

Bond - his bad sideis a danger-
ous place to be...

007 is back and all set for a
stint at cracking the criminal
underworld in the thrilling com-
puter version of the mega-
movie, Licence to Kill.

LicencetoKillisthe hardest
hitting of all the 007 movies yet
and the computer game re-
flects the thrills and spills of the
film. Timothy Dalton portrays a
new, tougher Bond on a perso-
nal vendetta against Sanchez.
This, the latest Bond movie,
pulls no punches as 007 fights
his way through a series of hair
raising stunts to destroy arch-
drug smuggler Sanchez and
the tentacles of his dealer net-
work.

The plot of Licence to Kill,
the computer game, closely
follows that of the film. In the
game you'll have full control of
007 in an exhilarating helicop-
ter chase, a death defying
underwater scene dodging
sharks and Sanchez’ thugs
through to the gut-churning
finale - a race to the border as
Bond, in a stolen crop duster,
attempts to prevent. Sanchez
escaping with a massive haul
of drugs hidden in a convoy of
petrolk tankers.

You will be shaken (but not
stirred) as the plot unfolds...

Licence to Kill will be avail-
able for the Amiga, IBM PC and
Commodore 64.

Chip Photos

Toshiba, the electronics com-

pany, and Fuji Photo Film have
made an agreement which
should help take the electro-
nic still camera into the con-
sumer market.

The two Japanese com-
panies have worked on a pro-
duct, called the IC Card
Camera, in which images are
storedinadigital compressed

form in integrated-circuit
memory chips rather than on
the two-inch magnetic disk
stores of current designs.

A main aim is a storage
capacity comparable with
conventional film cameras. It
is hoped that the signals com-
ing from the image sensorcan
be sufficiently compressed to
record 50 frames on a 20
megabit card.
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TOSLEEP, PERCHANCE TO DREAM. . . but don't sleep
too deeply ‘cos all your nightmares are waiting for you in
this unique arcade blast from Tony Crowther.

Phobia is set in the minds of men, feeding on every
human fear; spiders, fire, death — and dentists!

Grab hold of your courage and prepare to face the
frightening challenge of each of the 14 planets that
Phobos have set against you. Can your body take the
heat, can your brain take the pressure!

Avuailable on: Amiga £24.99, Atari ST £24.99
Commodore 64 Tape £9.99 Disk £12.99

©1989 Mirrorsolt Lid., Imageworks. Irwin House. 118 Southwark Street. London SEI. 01-328 1454




NEWSFILE
STEIGAR

Screen 7 has announced the
release of Steigar. Marauder.
Soldier of Fortune. Hit man.
His business was death —
otherpeople’s of course—and
his currency was gold. If there
was a problem — any problem
— someone else’s problem,
Steigar would make it his
problem-ata price. Noisland
fortress was secure. No
Embassy was safe. If the gold
was right — the job got done.
Where he came from, no-
one dared ask, but Steigar
was bound for Hell. Then
came capture. The interroga-

tion. “Too useful to erradi-
cate” the CIA said.

Drafted into the US Navy,
Steigar is trained to be a hit-
and-run helicopter pilot. Only
the Senior Command know
that Steigaris no ordinary rec-
ruit.

It may be a terrorist train-
ing camp that needs wiping
out. It may be a military dicta-
tor de-stabilising the area
who needs attention. When
the odds seem impossible,
Steigar is let loose, dealing
death and destruction to the
chosen enemy. Price: Amiga
£19.99. Commodore 64/128

(cass) £9.99, (disk) £14.99.

Of Music
and Mice

Aesthetic Engineering is a
new music software com-
pany formed by composer
and software author Laurie
Spiegel.

AE’s initial product is
“Music Mouse”, formerly
published by OpCode Sys-
tems, which is now available
directly from Aesthetic En-
gineering for the Amiga.

An Amiga Music Mouse
backup disk is now available

which contains Version 1.03.
Updates since Version 1.00
have introduced the ability to
handle European keyboard
maps, fixed some minor
menu bugs, and fixed a prob-
lem which prevented the
proper running of Music
Mouse with Mimetics’
Soundscape. No other
changes have been made.
The Amiga Music Mouse 1.03
disk is available either as a
backup or an update for $8.
You must be a registered
user and include the Serial
Number of your copy with
your order.

The price for each Music
Mouse - Amiga is now
$789.95 plus $5 shipping and
handling. MIDI Terminal 1.0
is available for $25 from Aes-
thetic Engineering or
through “Shareware” chan-
nels such as public domain
libraries or on-line networks
which have obtained the new
version. MIDI Terminal 1.0 is
also bundled with all copies
and upgrades of Music
Mouse.

Upgrades, technical sup-
port, and all other matters
are handled by Aesthetic En-
gineering at 175 Duane
Street, NYC, NY 10013 (U.S.)
Tel: (212) 925-7049.




Is Publishers’ Choice
the ideal compilation
for the would-be
Fleet Street Editor?
John Walker reports

ewcomers to the Amiga do not
N know how lucky they are. Not only

is there now an excellent range of
useful software for their computer, but its
cost is dropping all the time. Not so long
ago Deluxe Printwas imported into Britain
at £90. Now it is virtually given away with
Deluxe Paint HI.

Evenbetter, tried and tested programs
are being turned into budget bundles. The
Disk Company’s Pubishers’ Choice, ade-
sktop publishing package of five prog-
rams, costs less than the first release of
one of its items, PageSetter 1.2, which is
still one of the better desktop publishing
programs — although that is as much a
comment on the relative weakness of
much of AmigaDTP programs asitisonits
merits.

The bulky white box of Publishers’
Choice also contains:

KindWords 2.0, a good WYSIWYG
word processor that integrates text and
graphics and includes a 100,000 word
English spellchecker and a thesaurus;
LaserScript, a PostScript driver for Page-
Setter, which enables you to output to a
high quality laser printer or photo-type-
setter; Headline Fontpack, which pro-
vides 14 medium-size bitmapped fonts;

and Artists’ Choice, a disk containing
more than 200 pieces of clip art.

All the software is unprotected so it
can be backed up, or transferred to a hard
disk. Included is a 214-page indexed
manual that shows examples of the fonts,
including another nine used by Kind-
Words, andaprintoutof alltheclip art. The
programs wiil run on a 512K Amiga,
although a machine with a megabyte is
recommended to get the most from them.

Publishers’ Choice is a bargain. Peter
Lee recently hailed KindWords 2.0 as ‘a
mature and seasoned performer’ (AU/
February 1989), and | wrote of PageSetter
that it was ‘powerful and simple to use’
(AUI, April 1987). Both programs can use
all the bitmapped fonts and clip art inclu-

ded, and text written with KindWords can
be transferred to PageSetter. KindWords
lacks some of the functions of high-end
word processors. It has no indexing facili-
ties and you can not have text in news-
paper-style columns. But it lets you use
any Amiga-compatibie bitmapped fonts
and comes equipped with its own serif
and sans serif type faces as well as fonts
for symbols, maths and Greek.

“The programs will run on
a 512K Amiga, although a
machine with a megabyte
is recommended to get
the most from them.”

It can integrate text and colour
graphics. Hard copy can be produced in
two ways - either by using your printer’s
built-in typefaces or by printing a screen
dump using KindWords’ own printer dri-
vers, which cover most popular dot-mat-
rix machines and produce very good
output.

PageSetter provides a desktop
metaphor for typesetting and designing
documents. You lay out your document
onan art board, which shows one page at
atime. This can be viewed in three magni-
fications, from the whole page in miniature
to a close-up of part of it.

Text and graphics are contained in
rectangles, known as boxes, on the page.
Text is first loaded into a simple word
processor, where it can be edited or alter-
ed, and thentransferredto abox orboxes.
In a similar fashion, graphics are first
loaded into a simple art program, which

includes basic drawing tools, and then
transferred onto the page itself.

“Text is first loaded into a
simple word processor,
where it can be edited or

altered, and then
transferred to a box or

boxes.”

PageSetter lacks the sophisticated
typographical control of the best desktop
publishing programs. One result of its
graphics handling is that illustrations can
be no larger than a quarter of a page.
Anotheristhatitadds some nasty shading

Publishers’
Choice

to graphics imported from the likes of
Deluxe Paint when it converts them to
monochrome images.

I am unsure that The Disc Company is
entirely accuratein describing Publishers’
Choice as an ‘Integrated Desktop Pub-
lishing Solution’. There is not much in-
teraction between the two programs.
Take colour, for example. KindWords
allows you to use graphics with up to 16
colours inadocument. PageSetter has no
colour facilities at all. And there is
hyphenation (the correct breaking of
words attheendofaline whichis essential
to create orderly justified text); Kind-
Words has automatic hyphenation, but it
is one of the weaknesses of PageSetter
that it does not. When you transfer text
from KindWords to PageSetter the
hyphenation is lost. PageSetter only pre-
serves text styles, such as bold, italic, or
underlined when taking a file from a word
processor. On addition, KindWords has a
good spell-checker but, again, PageSet-
ter has none. You cannot use KindWords’
spell-checker with PageSetter, which
means that if you make changes to a
document created with KindWords after
importing it into PageSetter, you will need
to reload it into KindWords to make sure
that no spelling errors have crept in.

“PageSetter can also take
text from most otherword
processors, including
Scribble!, Textcraft and
WordPerfect.”

Finally, there is PostScript. You can
not create a document in KindWords and
then use LaserScript to print it on a Post-
Script-compatible laser printer. LaserS-
cript only recognises documents created
with PageSetter. So in order to get Post-
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ALSO A VAST RANGE OF DISK DRIVES, JOYSTICKS, DISK BOXES, INTERFACES, SHEETFEEDERS, ETC. |

Dept. AUI, 53-59 High Street, Croydon, Surrey CRO 10D. Fax: 01-681 8939. Tel: 01-686 6362

Prices correct at copy date. Subject to change without notice due to currency fluctuations etc. E. & O.E.




M.A.S.T.
MEMORY AND STORAGE TECHNOLOGY (UK) LTD

TECHNICAL EXCELLENCE

““The MatchBox Collection”’

COMPACT LOW POWER AMIGA® COMPATIBLE PERIPHERALS ENGINEERED TO WORK
TOGETHER FROM THE CREATIVE PEOPLE AT MEMORY AND STORAGE TECHNOLOGY.

TINY TIGER® HIGH PERFORMANCE SCSI THE ULTIMATE EXTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVES
HARD DISK SYSTEM FOR A500/1000/2000 UNIDRIVE (i
® SUPERSLIMLINE @ 1 YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY

My MALL WS ® VERYLOWPOWER g ypGRADE POLICY - BUY A
® PLUGS INTO PARALLEL PORT @ NO CLICKING RERIVE AE R v Tr
@® TRANSPARENT PRINTER PASS THRU, @ MAY BE SWITCH A CTORVAIPERRBEDAOR
@ FAST DISABLED TWINDRIVE
@ DRIVE TRANSFER RATESUPTO 2.5 e S

MEG/SEC o QUALITY FUsiTsy @ REMOVABLE CABLE
@ FREE SOFTWARE MECHANISM @ ROBUST BEIGE METAL
@® PASS THRU FOR 7 OTHER SCSI @ POWERED FROM CASING

DEVICES AMIGA@ OROPT- @ HINGED DUST COVER

SCS51 INTERFACE & SCSI DRIVE IN A SINGLE SMALL PACKAGE JOMALLY ANARS

ABLE PLUGPAK
MINIMEGS@® 500/1000 TWO MEG RAM MICROMEGS @ ALL OF OUR
@ AUTO CONFIGURE THIS INTERMAL 512K PRODUCTS ARE:
@ LOW POWER CARD IS A DIRECT @ COMPATIBLE WITH
® 1 MEG DRAM's THE ASDY. BY USING EACH OTHER
@ RAM TACHOMETER MITECH 1 MEG @ HIGH PERFORMANCE
AUTOCONFIGURE LED DRAMs, MICRO MEGS
: VERY SMALL SIZE LSIZEUN:S: ““E-F THE @ LOW PROFILE
THE A5
® ZERO WAIT STATES AND A FRACTION OF THE POWER @ELOW HOWER
@ COMPATIBLE WITH A501. CONSUMPTION. NATURALLY IT IN- @ FULLY AMIGA COMPATIBLE

CLUDES A BATTERY BACKED CLOCK.

INTRODUCTORY OFFERS FROM M.A.S.T. (UK) LTD

UNIDRIVE — The Ultimate External 3.5" Disk Drive. Superslimline drive, low power, switch deselectable, upgradeable to a twindrive, power
from the Amiga or an external plugpak and NO ANNOYING CLICK WHEN THE DISKETTE IS REMOVED FROM THE DRIVE.

A (01 e D R R £79.95 PLUS 5 OF THE TOP SELLING PD DISKS FREE!
TWINDRIVE — All of the features of the Unidrive, but now there are TWO drives in a single box. Each one can individually switch disabled.
Preei i e reeeeenenene £149.95 PLUS 5 OF THE TOP SELLING PD DISKS FREE!

" FACTORY UPGRADE FROM SINGLE TO TWINDRIVE
B GO s isceiaiivisss mos T s sa P s 35 48 G o b Faa R b RN S e ves s e s s EROHED

MICROMEGS — 512K/Battery Backed Clock alternative to the A501. Half the size and a fraction of the power using 1 Meg chips.
PriCRrt e e s Lt £99.95 PLUS 5 OF THE TOP SELLING PD DISKS FREE!

MINIMEGS — Miniature TWO MEGABYTE external RAM module for the A500 & A1000. Zero wait states. Autoconfigure. Low Power using 1
Meg chips. PLUS ANY £19.99 PD PACK FREE!
Populated to 512K .......c.cccecnee £179.95 Populated to IMEG ................. £279.95 Populated to 2MEG ...........ccness £479.95

FACTORY UPGRADE PER 512K .......cccouumimrummmramrensanssnessssnssans £99.95

TINY TIGER HARD DISK SYSTEMS — A complete SCSI SYSTEM in a Single Small Case. includes SCSI Interface, 3.5’ SCSI Drive, Cables and
Installation Disk.PLUS B.A.D. THE ULTIMATE DISK OPTIMISER FREE WITH ALL TINY TIGER HARD DRIVES!
TINY TIGER 30 MEG ............... £449.95 TINY TIGER 42 MEG ............... £579.95 TINY TIGER 84 MEG ............... £899.95

Y PRODUCT SPOTLIGHT — UNIDRIVE @™ and TWINDRIVE ™

Our speciality is leading edge technology, and a dash of MAAS.T. ingenuity.

The Resuif — a power house of peripherals that turn your Amiga info a low cost, high performance work station that can be configured to your individual requirements.

An external disk drive is a necessity for any serious user and we feel surs that you will appreciate the rugged refiability and streamiined appearance of the super Unidrive and Twindrive.

The Twin drive is fwe high performance floppies in a package smaller than the original Amiga 1010 drive

MAST. drives use quality Fujitsu mechanisms. As you would expect from an organisation that is the leading computer company in its own country, these units have been designed to the highest
standards. Included is special switching circuitry that minimises power to the drive when it is not in use. The result, a unit that draws negligible power from the Amiga when it is being accessed,
and one that runs COOLLY. This ensures improved drive and system reliability.

Unidrives and Twindrives may be powered from the Amiga or from an optionally available 9 volt OC plugpak. The Unidrive will seidom require this option, but it's reassuring to have It in reserve. The
Twindrive only uses an additional 6mA in standby (typically). If both drives are to be accessed simultaneously (e.g. when copying from df1: 1o df2:), the user should consider the external power option.

An ON/OFF switch on the rear allows the drive to be disabled (the Twindrive has a separate switch for each drive). There is no need io unplug the drive when running programs which do
not execute if an extemal drive is connected.

The clicking that occurs when a disk is removed from the drive has been hardware disabled on Unidrive and Twindrive — Peace and Quiet at last.

To protect your investment, we also offer a guaranteed factory upgrade from a Unidrive to a Twindrive for under £70,00. This eliminates the need for messy passthrough and additional cabling.

SPECIAL NOTE

As the majority of M.A.S.T. (UK) Ltd's products are ‘tailor made’ to customers requirements it is possible that the despatch of orders may be
slightly delayed. Please allow up to 21 days for delivery. In any event M.A.S.T (UK) Ltd, undertake not to process payment (except in the case
of cheques over £50 in value) until the date ot despatch. All our prices include VAT at the current rate. For express delivery please add £5.00
per item. Access and Visa orders welcome. Cheques should be made payable to Memory and Storage Technology (UK) Lid. The bank card
no./expiry date should be included on the reverse. Please telephone us for details about product availability.

MEMORY AND STORAGE TECHNOLOGY, INC.

M.A.S.T. (UK) LTD, M.A.S.T. US.A. M.A.S.T AUSTRALIA
Unit 1, Dippen, 3881-E Benatar Way 178 Pacific Hwy,
Brodick, Arran, Chico, CA 95928 St Leonards NSW 2065
Scotland KA27 8RN. (916) 342-6278 Ph: (02) 436-2600

Ph: (077 082) 234 FAX: (02) 437-4919

ALL PRICES AND SPECIFICATIONS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

STOP PRESS: If you couldn’'t make the Commodore Show and would like our hardware brochure just send a S.A.E. and we will do the rest.




G.T.S

GEORGE THOMPSON SERVICES

“The Commodore Show Selection”

In early June we demonstrated for the first time a selection of our new Software Products for the Amiga. One of the
main attractions at our stand was, as always, JUMPDISK. In the June issue we featured another JUMPDISK ‘First’ —
“PeopleTree” a Genealogy program that puts your family on record. In the Public Domain department “Star Trek”
proved to be a sell-out and the success of the “Mega Games Pack” and the “Home Business Pack” showed just how
many Amiga owners appreciate the quality of Amiga PD.

* JUMPDISK * GENEALOGY * JUMPDISK * GENEALOGY * JUMPDISK *

Joining “PeopleTree” in this special show issue of JUMPDISK are — PointerEd: Make a special pointer and then use it in a program. ESP: Do you possess it? Enjoy the
experiment. Virus3.2: Now it identifies all 16 known Viruses. Coderoom: Only you have the key to encode & decode your text files. BigPix: Scroll Multiple Art Screens
endlessly. Plus more! In the Articles section we feature the latest Amiga news from the USA, Tutorials, Reviews of DPaint lll and Microfiche Filer, the latest PD releases
and much, much more. All for only £8.50 inc.

£19.99* NEW... NEW... NEW... “THE MEGA GAMES PACK VOL II” *£19.99

This seven disk set contains a selection of the best games we have found on the latest Public Domain releases in America and Europe. Many have never been seen in
the UK before! Like to know more? Just ask for our latest software leaflet. There's a FREE stylish disk box with every pack.

£19.99* NEW... NEW... NEW... “PUBLIC DOMAIN PACKS OF EIGHT” *£19.99

The very latest Fish disks from the USA. including the 200th in the series.

£19.99 * HOME BUSINESS PACK * £19.99

Our best selling 7 disk pack includes a “System’s Exerciser" disk FREE! Other programs feature Word Processor, Spell Checker, Database, Spreadsheet,
Appointment Scheduler, Home and Business Accounts, and much, much more. Includes a FREE! storage box!

£19.99 * NEW... NEW... NEW “INTRODUCING PUBLIC DOMAIN PART I’ * £19.99

This 9 pack disc serves as the perfect introduction to Amiga PD. We have carefully selected one of the most popular disks from the Fish,
Amicus, SACC, FAUG, TBAG, AMUSE and TBYB Libraries and added the latest version of our two disk PD Library Pack, complete with a pair
of 3D glasses! There are many hundreds of quality PD disks in our collection and this new pack will give you the opportunity to see why
everyone is talking about PD on the Amiga. (If you already own the Library Pack we will substitute two other disks)

£29.99 * NEW... NEW... NEW... “MY PAINT” FROM CENTAUR SOFTWARE * £29.99

The first in a long term of Educational Programs ‘‘My Paint” is a 'Paint Program Just For Kids'. It features Sampled Sounds for each picture,
Animated Icon Drawing Tools, Special Effects and much, much more. No reading skills are required. 28 pictures to colour are included or
children can draw their own. Suitable for all ages from 3 years old. Highly recommended for parents who would like even the youngest
members of their family to use and enjoy their Amiga.

* NEW... NEW... NEW... THE “MEDIA LINE’’ SERIES FROM FREE SPIRIT SOFTWARE *

The first three releases feature:

“VIDEO AND ANIMATION BACKGROUND 1” (PAL) — Two disks packed with full Scenic, Textbacks, Structures and High Tec backgrounds for
Animation packages such as Aegis Video Titler, Lights Camera Action, Turbo Silver, Sculpt 3D and many more. Only £24.99

“CLIPART DISK 1" — A broad selection of high quality Clip art for use with Desktop Publishing programs such as Professional Page,
Publisher Plus and Word Processors that are able to import IFF Graphics. Only £19.99

“AMIGA FONT DISK 1” — A collection of 9 different Bitmap Fonts for Video, Graphics, Animation and Desktop Publishing. Only £19.99

£29.92 * NEW... NEW... NEW... “AMI-ALIGNMENT SYSTEM” * £29.99

A pracisipn floppy disk alignment and performance monitoring system for the Amiga A500/1000/2000. Easy to operate, it will at last give Amiga owners the opportunity
of checking the performance and if need be carrect the alignment of their disk drives. Includes 2 disks and a comprehensive manual. This could prove to be your most
useful purchase for the Amiga.

* STILL AVAILABLE — THE P.D. BEST SELLERS *

“STAR TREK” — The 1 Meg Blockbuster that has put PD games of the map! 3 Disks packed full of arcade and adventure action for just £8.99.

“CHET SOLACE SHAREWARE EXTRAVAGANZA"” — 26 programs on a single disk! A marvellous selection of PD material download from the
US Bulletin Boards, Compressed and beautifully presented with music, titles and fancy icons, only £4.99!
“MEGA GAMES PACK VOL.1” — 24 games on 7 disks for all ages for just £19.99

“PROFESSIONAL RESULTS WITH DPAINT II”’

The popular hardback book that shows even the beginner how to produce beautiful pictures, plus two accompanying disks for only£29.95.
Look out next month in A.U.1. for our second advertisement detailing the PD disk discovered at the recent New York “AmiExpo”.

STOP PRESS- Just received from the USA the “SAN FERNANDO VALLEY A.U.G.” PD Library. Like to know more? Just order our new “PD Library Pack” for only £4.99 inc.

WE ARE GEORGE THOMPSON SERVICES — OUR ADDRESS IS: DIPPEN, BRODICK, ARRAN, SCOTLAND, KA27 8RN.
OUR TELEPHONE NUMBER IS: (077082) 234. PLEASE SEND A CHEQUE (WITH YOUR BANK CARD NO./EXPIRY DATE ON REVERSE) A P.O.
OR JUST TELEPHONE YOUR ACCESS OR VISA CARD DETAILS TO US BEFORE 1P.M. AND WE WILL
DESPATCH YOUR ORDER IMMEDIATELY

THE ABOVE PD + JUMPDISK ARE ALSO AVAILABLE FROM ‘JUMPDISK’, 1483 MT. VIEW AVE., CHICO, CA 95926, USA. TEL: (916) 343-7659
AND G.T.I. GMBH, P.O. BOX 2067, D-6370 OBERURSEL, WEST GERMANY. TEL: (06171) 73048/9.
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conlinued from page 12

Script output from a KindWords file it has
tobefirstloadedinto PageSetter and then
laid out and saved in that program before
being loaded into LaserScript for the final
print out.

You can not transfer adocument con-
taining graphics from KindWords to Page-
Setter either, since PageSetter loads text
and graphics separately.

In essence, then, these are two stand-
alone programs allowing only the move-
ment of text from one to the other. Page-
Setter can also take text from most other
word processors, including Scribble!,
Textcraft and WordPerfect. Between
them the two cover most aspects of word
processinf and desktop publishing. But
each has gaps.

ltis apity that PageSetterdoesn’thave
KindWords' hyphenation and spell-
checking — or that KindWords does not
allow text setting in columns.

Headline Font Pack

The Headline Font Pack adds some useful
typefaces for use as display type,
although the biggest — NovaC 32 —is still
on the small side for effective use in post-
ers. A utility program with LaserScript
called MakeFont allows you to load any
font and change its size. It is intended for

use with PostScript fonts, butcan be used
with bitmapped fonts — although enlarg-
ing them is likely to make their jagged
appearance more obvious. You can
assign Headlines fonts easily orload them
into RAM by clicking on icons from the
Workbench.

“Artists’ Choice clip art
was originally intended
for a rival DTP program,
City Desk. It replaces the
duil drawings that used to
be included with
PageSetter, which still
looks firstforits clip arton
the PageSetter disk.”

LaserScript is a versatile PostScript
driver. It provides four PostScript fonts —
Times, Helvetica, Courier and Symbol —
and allows you to change the size of
pages, rotate them and lay them on top of
each other before printing. But it has one
drawback — putput is to a disk file or the

seria! portonly. | prefer to plug my printers
into the parallel port.

Artists’ Choice clip art was originally
intended for a rival DTP program, City
Desk. It replaces the dull drawings that
used to be included with PageSetter,
which still looks first for its clip art on the
PageSetter disk.

The line drawings, many of them
silhouettes, range from the reasonable to
the dreadful. They cover everything from
the pot of gold at the end of the rainbow to
scubadivers, bulldozers and dragons and
are ameans for effortlessly adding a littie
graphic interest to your documents.

Publishers’ Choice is a good way of
obtaining some useful programs at
reasonable cost. If money is tight, they are
agood buy. But KindWords and PageSet-
ter are more complementary than inte-
grated programs. They cover each other’s
weaknesses to an extent, but they may
leave you wishing for something better: a
word processor that integrated text and
graphics and allowed you to use news-
paper-style columns, for instance, or a
desktop publishing program with colour
and automatic hyphenation.

Such programs exist, of course. They
just cost a great deal more than the fat
bargain pack that makes up Publishers’
Choice.

JW.
Price: £99.95 (including VAT)

Your swish new Amiga 500 should not
be subjected to the ordeal of C — coke,
coffee, crumbs and crips — at least not
while you are not using it! So the best
thing to do is cover it up — keep it
protected by an exclusively designed
l Amiga 500 cover. Each CCI Amiga 500
cover is tailor-made, to fit the machine. It
has the official Amiga logo printed in full
colour on the top and is specialy created to
give complete protection against dust and
other damaging substances. It is expertly
sewn throughout, fully bound and manufac-
tured from very high quality grey supported
nylon material.

It has a special mouse pocket and the whole
cover fits snugly over the complete Amiga 500
computer, giving it extra protection to help keep

it in good working condition.
The Amiga 500 cover — only £7.99 inc. p&p.

o rr rrr P rr1r1i 1 1 1 [ 11
Commodore Amiga User internationa!l

40 Bowling Green Lane, London EC1R ONE

| enclose cheque/P.O. No.

for the amount shown above payable to ‘Croftward Ltd' or please debi
my ACCESS account No.

ININNNENERENEREN

Expiry date

AMIGA 500-

THE GREAT COVER UP

Telephone Number

A9071

Please aliow 28 days for delivery.



NOW DELUXEPAINT

Presenting AnimPaint™
DeluxePaint |1l makes animation easy. With the AnimPaint feature, you
can create animation just by pressing one key to record your paint
strokes, and another key to play them back. You can also use any multi-

cel animation os a brush
and paint with it, even in
full 3-D.

SPECIAL UPGRADE OFFER:
Upgrade now and save £50. (Recommended Retail Price £79.99 inc. VAT)

Send DeluxePaint Il manual cover and £35 (£30 upgrade + £5 carriage) to
Electronic Arts Ltd., 11/49 Station Road, Langley SL3 8YN, England.

Mlow 2-4 weeks delivery. DPaint | owners can upgrade for £55.

ELECTRONIC ARTS®

HAS ANIMATION

8 New Paint Features
DeluxePaint lli also adds sophisticated features to the number one Amiga
paint software: Extro-halfbrite support for 64 colours; direct overscan
painting for desktop video; wrap and tint brush modes for special effects;

better font support; im-
proved compression; and
many performance en-
hancements, including
faster perspective. Product
requires 1MB of RAM.
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old Disk’s Professional Page has

established itself as the finest de-

sktop publishing program for
Amiga users with access to a PostScript-
compatible laser printer. Now, with the
latest 1.2 version, it may also be the best
for the not-so-silent majority with dot-
matrix or ink-jet machines.

Whether it can maintain it's top posi-
tion depends onthe final quality of SoftLo-
gik’s rival package PageStream, which
was released and quickly withdrawn be-
cause it contained fatal bugs.

There are many other improvements
toProfessional Page 1.2 which are likely to
continue to make it the program of choice
for PostScript purposes. The most impor-
tant is its compatibility with Gold Disk’s
new structured drawing program Profes-
sional Draw. Its position is also strengthe-
ned by the release of two other packages:
Professional Page Templates, providing
well-designed, ready-to-use layouts for
newsletters and advertisements; and the
first volume of Structured Clip Art, which
contains a varied assortment of high re-
solution graphics.

Butit is Professional Page’s improved
approach to dot-matrix or ink-jet printing
thatislikely to cause mostinterest. Hither-

ProPage v1.2

Is Professional Page the premier DTP
pack age? John Walker reports...

to, although you could output pages from
the program to any non-laser printer, the
results were disappointing. The reason
was thatthe only typefaces available were
the screen representations of the prog-
ram’s PostScript fonts. On-screen many
of them looked dreadful, but they printed

“You can make use of the
Amiga’s own collection of
fonts - Diamond, Ruby,
and so on - or import any
other fonts, such as those
supplied with KindWords
or ProWrite, or ones
contained in the many
available font

collections.”

beautifully on a laser printer. On a dot-
matrix printer, though, what you saw was
what you: jagged headlines and virtually
unreadable body type.

Professional Page has changed all
thatby allowing youto use any bitmapped
fonts with the program. You can make use
of the Amiga’s own collection of fonts -

Diamond, Ruby, and so on - or import any
other fonts, such as those supplied with
KindWords or ProWrite, or ones con-
tained in the many available font collec-
tions.

When used with the Amiga’s 1.3 Work-
bench printer drivers, which include an
option for smoothing away jaggies when
printing bitmapped fonts, the results can
look very good. The program also allows
you to change the aspectratio of the page
to correct any distortion in the hard copy.

Professional Page handles graphics
very well and, even with a dot matrix
printer, can produce some good quality
output. For those with colour printers, ink-
jet ones especially, the final product can
be dazzling, since the program supports
graphics in HAM (Hold and Modify) mode
with their 4,096 colours and can output
text and structured drawings in up to 16
colours.

| wish, though, that Gold Disk had
made it easier to install bitmapped fonts
within Professional Page. To do so, you
use aprogram, PPage.Any.Font, included
onthe Utilities disk. This will not work from
the Workbench since it has no icon. In-
stead, you have to work from the CLI

The advantage of structured graphics is that an image can be printed at any size

without loss of resolution., as is shown by this repeated image from

Gold Disk’s new clip art collection.

18 AMIGA User International July 1989
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HIS IS A HEADLINE T

(Command Line Interface). You first need
to transfer your fonts to the program’s font
directory, make an assignment to the
directory, and then use Any.Font, which
produces a metric file of the font so that
Professional Page can use it.

Gold Disk’s supplementary manual for
the 1.2 version admits that novices may
find this daunting. It suggests that, if you
are worried, you should use a program
such as CLIimate, which makes the task
easier. But it would have been better if
Gold Disk had automated the procedure,
asitdid with its similar MakeFont program
for creating new sizes of PostScript fonts.

This improvement to Professional
Page only affects dot-matrix or ink-jet
printer users. You cannot use bitmapped
fonts directly and have them output to a
PostScriptprinter, then youhavetoimport
them as graphics.

There are many other minor improve-
ments to be found in Professional Page
1.2. R is faster, because you can intercept
screen refreshes by hitting the ESC key.
No longer is the size of bitmapped
graphics limited to 1008 x 1008 pixels. The

program can handle virtually any size,
memory permitting. And a new auto-
scaling feature will fit the graphic as near
as possibleinto the box youhave drawnto
contain it.

Most welcome to me (although the
supplementary manual mentions only a
few of them) was its increased number of
equivalents for mouse-and-menu opera-
tions. You can now change type-styles
directly from the keyboard. If you want
italic type, for instance, you no longer
needto go to the Type menu, find the Style
sub-menu and highlight Italic. Instead,
you can just press a function key, which
saves a lot of time.

The size of a page you can create with
the program has lengthened by 5 inches
all round to 22 x 22 inches. The program
will strip carriage returns from ASCII text
when loading it, and is compatible with
Gold Disk’s new word processing prog-
ram Transcript (also reviewed in this issue
of AUI).

Menus have been rationalised as well.
The requester that pops up when you
want to load a document will now sort the
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files on disk into alphabetical order. You P et
no longer have to go to two or three
differentmenusto setyour printing prefer-
ences. Everything, including colour
separations, can be done from one output
requester.

Control over colour separations has
been improved. You can specify the
amount of yellow, magenta and cyan that
is to be removed and added to black in
four colour separations with the user-
definable Under Colour Removal and
Gray Component Removal options. The
program, the very rich may like to know,
now supports Colour PostScnpt printers.

Another addition is ability to output a
Professional Page document in standard

TAEveny
MENT Wi r gy,
WOk nu_‘ur"".”’-" e

how many different-looking publications
a professional can create while using the
same basic taols.

The designs are all clean and attrac-
tive. “Classic” isthe word used to describe
them, which means that they are not

“The designs are all clean
and attractive. “Classic”
is the word used to
describe them, which

means that you can transferitto adesktop
publishing program such as PageMaker
running on a PC or a Macintosh. At the
moment this is a one-way traffic: you can
save files in EPS format but you cannot

import them from other programs. means that they are not
Templates and Design Guide adver? turous or
A useful adjunct to Professional Page, fashionable.”

especially for novices, is the new Profes-

sional Page Templates and Design Guide.
This contains a single, unprotected disk
and a useful 48-page manual, both pre-
pared by New York designer Jon Steele.
On the disk are 50 ready-to-use lay-
outs for advertisements, newsletters,
business cards, brochures, reports and
envelopes. Most are based on just two
typefaces, Times and Helvetica, and show

adventurous or fashionable. Only one
template, for a cassette box insert, makes
use of the advanced capabilites of laser
printers for rotating, re-scaling or over-
printing pages.

Jon Steele seems to dislike fully justi-
fied text. He avoids it in both his manual
and his designs, and he makes no use of
such typographical niceties as drop capi-

cont. on next page 8

AMIGA User International July 1989 19




[TEST DRIVE /

continued from page 19
effectively, What the programreally needs
is an auto-trace facility such as is found in
structured drawing packages like Corel-
Draw for the IBM PC and lllustrator 2.0 for
the Macintosh. With those programs, you
import a bitmapped graphic and they
automatically produce a high resolution
outline tracing of it.

tals. But within these limitations, the re-
sults are stylish and provide an excellent
basic course in graphic design for de-
sktop publishing.

Occasionally, the template ondisk and
the corresponding illustrations of them in
the manual do not match. One will show a
headline in normal type, for example, whi-
lethe otherwill haveitinitalics, but thatis a
rmanor matter easily overcome. All of the
templates are ready to use. You can just
pouryourtextintothem and add asuitable
graphic to provide a professional looking
result.

The 1.2 version of Professional Pageis
described as “an interim release”. The
many typographical errors in the supple-

mentary manual suggestitwasissuedina
hurry, mainly to provide compatibility with
Professional Draw, which considerably
enhances Professional Page by adding
the ability to rotate, reverse and otherwise
distort text, and to create structured
graphics more easily.

It can still be hard to draw with Profes-
sional Draw for its main tool, the Bezier
curve, takes practice before itcan be used

Clip Art

CGold Disk is partly making up for this
deficiency by issuing ready-drawn struc-
tured clip art. The first volume contains
145 illustrations, ranging from signs and
symbols to borders, banners, images of
travel, sport, business and to special
events such as Christmas and Valentine’s
Day.

There are also maps of the world and
Europe as well as some individual coun-
tries: Australia, Britain, Canada, Germany
and USA, which provides an indication of
where the Amiga sells best. Most of the
graphics are in two or three colours and
provide auseful basic set of illustrations to
enliven a newsletter or two or to create
signs and posters. | hope future volumes
will provide some more detailed images
than the ones currently on offer.

The advantage of structured over bit-
mapped graphics, of course, is that they
can be reproduced at any size without the
loss or resolution when used with a laser
printer orimage-setter. But Gold Disk has
included a ClipMap utility to convert the
graphics from structured to bitmapped
formsothatthey can be used with any IFF-
compatible graphics program, such as
Deluxe Paint or MovieSetter. ClipMap,
unlike PPage.Any.Font, is designed to be
easy to use, allowing you to convert the
graphics to high, medium or low resolu-
tion in any size you like.

Professional Page 1.2 is an essential
upgrade to a steadily-improving DTP
program that is capable of producing
high-quality professional output. lhopeits
remaining deficiencies will be removed
soon; theseinclude theinability to preview
morethanonepageatatimeanditslack of
style sheets, automatic page numbering,
and fractional increments in type sizes.

Its usefuiness has been greatly en-
hanced by the publication of Professional
Draw and the accompanying clip art, and
by the instant access to good design

provided by Professional Page Templa-
tes. Desktop publishing on the Amigagets
better all the time.
JW.

Price: £249.00; Templates and Design
£44.95 (inc. VAT); Structured Clip Art
£44.95 (inc. VAT). An upgrade policy for

owners of Professional Page v1.1 will be

announced shortly. Contact HB Market-
ing for details.
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IT'S NOT TOO EASY

GETTING A GREAT

SEIKOSHA PRINTER
FOR JUST £I35~

IT'S THREE EASY.

THE COMPUTER DNSCOUNT CLUB

YOUR PASSPORT TO GUARANTEED L OWEST PRICES
BIDEST CHOICE ANO FREE ADVIEE

éFREE 0800 282152

budget
furniture N”

or 2 ent
in

01-737 1371 BN o

SILICA
SYSTEMS

01-309 1111 BN o

That's right - the fantastic SEIKOSHA
SP1200 small business/home use printer

for an incredible £135 plus VAT.

Unbeatable value and unbeatable features:

* 120 cps draft/22 cps NLQ

noise level

* Automatic paper loading/ejection
* Quiet operation with below 52dB

* Standard friction/tractor feed

* Multi-function front panel buttons
* High resolution graphics

* Epson FX and IBM 5152 compatible

Place your order today only at one of the three dealers selling at this really low prce.
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The Works!

Platinum Edition

Peter Lee tries out a five-piece suite for size and

finds it fit for anything...

op software house MSS obviously

I know a good idea when they see

one. Why else would they re-vamp

their existing sturdy line of programs not
once, but twice ?

Initially there was Scribble!, a functio-
nal and well-tried word processor; then
came other programs such as Organise!
the database, Online! the comms pack-
age and Analyse! the spreadsheet. These
were later lumped together in a kind of
‘greatest hits’ volume called The Works!.

Now the package has been improved
yet again, augmented and re-bom as the
Platinum Edition - a fully integrated, and
very competent business suite of prog-
rams.

Three unprotected disks and a mam-
moth ring-bound manual make up the
professional-looking package, which in-
corporates the following modules - Word
processing, Telecommunications, Data-
base, Spreadsheet and Sideways print-
ing. Each portion is accessed via a com-
mon entry screen, and thanks to the mutti-
tasking Amiga, various applications are
able to run simultaneously, and can be
called from within each other. The Amiga-
DOS Clipboard device is used for the
quick transfer of data from one program to
another.

“Provided you have the
memory, all the Works!
needs torunis a minimum
512K Amiga. This is a very
useful option to help
speed up document
checking.”

Workbench 1.3, with all its enhance-
ments, is shipped with this Edition - and
that means you also get a very good
selection of printer drivers.

A high degree of quality is evident
throughout. MSS have thankfully retained
the common-sense touches which made

the original software so accessible, and
ultimately so popular.

Word Processor

Any Scribble! users will be right at home
here. There are some major improve-
ments, but fundamentally the program’s
control is much as before.

One very welcome feature is the ability
to specify from the workbench whether or
notyou want the dictionary and thesaurus
loaded into RAM. Provided you have the
memory, all The Works! needs to runis a
minimum 512K Amiga. This is avery useful
optiontohelpspeedup document che-

‘cking.

There are over 100,000 words in the
dictionary, and you can add your own as
you meet new ones. The nightmare
method used in the earlier Scribble has
thankfully beenreplacedby a very friendly
and intuitive approach. Another novel fea-
ture is the option of being able to spell-
check words as you type, a beep signify-
ing an unfamiliar entry. This is a slightly
mixed blessing, and one which | found
hampered flow. Once again, it is a United
States dictionary, so you willhavetoteach
it to spell words like colour and organise.

The thesaurus is a major advance,
containing 470,000 entries. By requesting
information about a word under the cur-
sor, information aboutits use andpossible
altematives are displayed. In addition the
program supports an 8 colour display
(though fewer can be chosen to conserve
memory), but although attractive, this is
purely cosmetic.

Of more immediate use is the ability to
print an IFF image at any point in the
document; this is not like MSS’s Excell-
ence! program, you do not see the image
on screen, only on the printout. Itis never-
theless a sound attribute considering the
emphasis there is these days in DTP.

However, it is far from friendly. You tell
the program to print a graphic by using a
dot Insert Picture command (.IP), which
requires five arguments - the filename
obviously, then the left margin, picture
width, height and density.

All the usual word processing facilities
are available, including mail-merge. The
familiar Scribble! dot commands are re-
tained to define most output features -
from headers and footers to special prin-
ter control codes, and a full listing of
commands is available at the press of a
function key.

“If you have an autodial
modem, then making a
call is as simple as double
clicking on an entry in
your phonebook list.”

Telecommunications Module
Baud rates from 300 to 19,200 are sup-
ported, and there are emulations for V152,
100, 102 and Tektronics 4010 standards.

The program carries a phone book
allowing up to 40 entries, and each can
have a pre-determined script-file associ-
ated with it, together with a supplemen-
tary list of 20 Macrokey definitions. If you
have an autodial modem, then making a
call is as simple as double clicking on an
entry.

Script files can be created which allow
the automatic logging on and capture of
data from the remote terminal - for inst-
ance a script could enter your name and
ID, go to the mailbox, collect any out-
standing messages, store them in the
bufter then hang up.

Comms packages are very similar, and
this program provides a thorough tool for
accessing remote terminals via amodem.
File transfer and protocols are handled
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well, aesthetically, with choice of colour
and font, the program is friendly enough.

The script file facility is outstanding
and extremely comprehensive; and | have
used comms packages for the PC which
cost more than this entire suite, and which
are no more powerful in this aspect.
Added to which the module also supports
the Sadie protocol, which to put it simply
lets you receive a file, transmit a file and
chat over the keyboard with someone.
Thebad newsisthat asfar as|know, thisis
currently supported only by this software,
Online!Platinum and the same company’s
bulletin board software BBS-PC (v4.30).
Let’s hope it becomes something of a
standard.

Spreadsheet Module

Claimed to be the fastest Amiga spread-
sheet, this module boasts 68881 co-
processor support, and the ability to im-
port Lotus 1-2-3.wks files. Apart from
having over40functions, the program can
also display 8 graph types in up to 8
colours, giving an immediately more
accessible evaluation of a situation than a
column of figures ever could (to the non-
accountants among us).

Up to four graphs, each with their own
range of elements, can be displayed on
screen at once, and can take the form of
pie, bar, line, x-y, stack-bar, Z-pie (or 3D-
pie), and 3d-bar. Legends and titles are
user-definable, as are scaling para-
meters. And you can print out the results if
needed.

As well as the familiar spreadsheet
operations, this module supports amacro
language aimed at helping users auto-
matetheir procedures. Amacrois simplya
definition of a series of keystroKes or
commands which canbereplayed quickly
and with a keypress.

As you become more proficient, the
opportunity arises for customising your
own menu structure, allowing complex

calculations to be chosen from a pre-
defined list. So by calling the menu, you
can have several options at your fingertip -
interestingly enough, the chancetocallup
a sub-menu of different choices.

Sideways Printing Utility

While spreadsheet data would seem the
obvious candidate for such amodule, any
IFF image can just as easily be dumped
vertically. The major attraction of this is
that landscape art scenes occupying
more than a screen’s width can be printed
in one go; so this is a bonus for owners of
Deluxe Paint and the like.

Database Module

General database principles apply, with
up to 128 fields allowed for each databa-
se. Data entry is straightforward, and fea-
tures an on-screen form designer which |
find really helpful.

Fields can be sorted and indexed, and
there are many mathematical functions
which can be accessed within the databa-
se, and which are shared by the spread-
sheet; for instance finding the maximum
value in afield, orreturming the squareroot
of anumber. The programis also compati-
ble with dBase Il file structures.

Manual

At over 500 pages, this is not lightreading.
Chapters dart about from one module to
anotherin adisconcerting way, though all
features are well documented.

But for a product of this quality, | was
alarmed to find a number of vital pages
had been left blank - the last thing you
need if you are a newcomer to the prog-
rams. In particular the database section
was badly hit, so check this out before you
part with your cash (check out 215/5 for
instance).

Conclusion
Five programs united by a singie interface
is a major advance in the field of business
integration. And when the programs are
the tried and tested favourites of many
thousands of Amiga users, then their
proven track record speaks for itself. It is
an old marketing ploy to stitch successful
but old items of software together in a
compilation, but this is no ordinary com-
pendium; alot of work has been invested
in combining these programs and en-
hancing them. New and improved, they
should open up a whole new market for
MSS. Platinum ? Maybe notthat precious,
but certainly very valuable. The Works! is
not cheap, but it does reflect the cost of
good quality business software and also
the fact that you are getting five useful
programs.

P.L.
Price: £199. Contact: Digipro Ltd, Enter-
prise House, Howards Grove, Shirley,
Southampton Tel. 0703-703030
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DTP

Programs

Part V

John Walker provides a comprehensive
overview of five DTP programs targeting both
the enthusiastic novice and the serious

professional...

he Amiga was a late starter in the
T DTP stakes, but is catching up quick-

ly. Most Amiga DTP programs will
run on a 512K machine.However, to do more
than produce more than a couple of pages
of text and graphics at a time, you will need
an expanded memory and an external disk
drive.

What functions do you need? A
WYSIWYG (What You See Is What You
Get) display will not show you a page in its
entirety, so various levels of magnification
are a help. There are several commercial
programs available with this function. Pub-
lisher 1000 gives you the minimum: part of a
page at full size with a whole page shown in
miniature. City Desk and Shakespeare have
variable levels of magnification.

It is also an asset to see more than one
page of your production at a time. In pub-
lishing, the unit of design is two facing
pages. City Desk and Shakespeare both in-
clude this option.

In addition, the keyboard instead of the
mouse can speed up many operations,
something which most programs allow.
Word processing functions are also useful
when making last minute changes to the
text. Currently, only Professional Page and
PageSetter have Search and Replace facili-
ties. PageSetter’s separate text editor, from
which you can switch instantly to the layout
screen, provides easy editing of long docu-
ments.

Most programs allow for a final page no
bigger than 8 x 11.5 inches, which also tends
to be the limit of many dot-matrix and laser
printers. But with Professional Page you can
layout a 17 x 17 inch page (though you will
need to use an imagesetter to print it). Page-
oriented DTP programs use boxes, or fra-
mes, to hold the text and graphics on the
page. A Snap To Crid, to which text and
graphics adhere, is a great blessing —asis a

customised grid that you can use as an
underlying basis of your design. Better still
is being able to specify numerically the pre-
cise size and position of boxes, rather than
moving them around the page with the
mouse. Only Professional Page has this re-
finement. If you are dealing with long docu-
ments, then being able to set up master
pages to use as templates can save much
time.

DTP is not only text — it is also design,
and the two must work together in any good
DTP program. Placing graphics is made
easier if the program has automatic runar-
ound, so that the text wraps around or moves
out of the way, of graphics. This feature is
found on Professional Page and City Desk.

Another time-saver is being able to link
different boxes so that text runs from one to
another and reformats when you make
changes. City Desk’s text flowing features
are probably the best of any program so far.

In the end, though, what matters most is
control over typesetting. The amount of spa-
ce between letters and between words
needs fine adjustment to achieve good-
looking results, particularly when you're
setting text in narrow columns. Here Profes-
sional Page is far ahead of all other prog-
rams, with its automatic hyphenation
(breaking of words over lines) and kerning
and tracking, which involve the adjustment
of space between letters. Shakespeare
allows no such typographical control at all.
City Desk, which has automatic hyphena-
tion when outputting to a PostScript cor-
patible printer, has a useful feature to avoid
“widows and orphans”, lines containing a
word or two at the end of each paragraph
which look ugly when set at the top or bot-
tom of a column of text.

All programs allow you to add frames or
borders around the text and to lay tints or
patterns behind the words. Publisher 1000

goes further by providing a pattemn editor
so that you can design you own. It also pro-
vides a good selection of unusual patterns.

Clip Art, ready-made images that you
can add to your work, can enliven pages.
City Desk, PageSetter and Shakespeare all
come with a selection, though they are not
very inspiring. Both City Desk and PageSet-
ter have a separate graphics editor. Page-
Setter's is far more comprehensive and
allows you to import modified images. Pro-
fessional Page goes one step further by
adding a structured graphics toolbox so that
you can create charts or simple pictures that
will reproduce at high resolution on a laser
printer.

If you wish to use other fonts besides the
dull selection provided with the Amiga,
Publisher 1000 comes with several intended
to print well on dot-matrix printers, includ-
ing a special style to create unusual borders
and frames. Shakespeare, too, has several
specially designed fonts. A separate disk of
attractive dot matrix fonts is also available
for use with PageSetter.

Conclusion

Of the current Amiga programs, Publisher
1000 is the easiest to learn and use and is
designed to work with dot-matrix printers.
PageSetter and City Desk are the leading
rivals for the best basic DTP programs, and
both can be used with laser printers as well.

PageSetter's biggest limitation is its
graphics handling - you are limited to small-
sized images unless you resort to complex
trickery. City Desk, conversely, handles
text clumsily, recuiring you to add embed-
ded commands to your text to change type-
styles and so on, which makes it more diffi-
cult to make inspired last minute changes.

For producing documents in colour, the
choice is between the cheaper but typog-
raphically limited Shakespeare and the ex-
pensive but versatile Professional Page. If
you need four colour separations for profes-
sional printing, or output to a PostScript
comaptible laser printer, then you will need
to start saving for Professional Page.

But whatever program you use, you will
find that from a desktop you can communi-
cate with the world. Publish — and be de-
lighted.

JW.

J—

continued on page 29 =
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PLAYER

CONTROL

Stephen Rodgers casts an expert’s eye over
Ariadne’s new laser-disk software.

eaders may be aware of my long-
Rterm involvement with Amiga

graphics - | first wrote about the
techniques we use to produce prototype
television commercials (called Admatics)
over two years ago. Since then we have
not been idle bringing the graphics power
of the Amiga to bear on a wide range of
(mostly) advertising problems, and we
now have four 7MByte A2000’s, all with
hard disks, and all the normal peripherals.

However, in one corner of our office -
mycorner -is an Amigathatis doing things
with pictures at a speed and resolution
that has to be seen to be believed. A
Laserdisc player is responding to mouse
and keyboard commands through some
magnificent software by Ariadne Soft-
ware, of “The Kickstart Guide To The
Amiga” fame.

A brief description of the medium
might be in order. Laserdiscs share the
same encoding and reading technology
as audio compact discs, and the same
drawbacks: they "Write Once’ only; and
cost hundreds of pounds to produce just
one. There are two basic forms:

Extended Play (CLV). These have the in-
formation encodedin a spiral fashionana-
lagous to vinyl music LPs. They contain
pre-programmed tracks or 'chapters’ and
do not offer a ’still’ picture facility.

Active Play (CAV). These do not offer as
much capacity as the Extended Play type
(36 minutes against one or two hours)
because the data are recorded on 55,000
concentric tracks, and one track is one
video picture, oratwenty-fifthofasecond.
This means that each of these frames is
individually accessible, at a very high ac-
cess speed, and here the sense of using a
computer to control the player becomes
apparant. Asyettheir use has been limited
to big budget IV applications, such as
training Tornado pilots and the BBC
Domesday Project.

The core of the software is “player.de-
vice”, which should be installed into the
DEVS: directory and, when activated, ex-
pects sole use of the serial port. ltis similar
to “printer.device” or “serial.device” and

its task is the same - to field commands
aimed at the video player and process
them into the player’s own language. The
power behind this approach is that you
can address different players in the same
way as different printer drivers enable the
user to control a dot matrix printer at one
moment, and a colour thermal printer the
next. Anything from a VHS player, through
a Lo-Band UMatic, to both sorts of laser
disc players can be controlled with similar
ease - provided that the manufacturer has
deigned to equip the device with an
RS232C serial port.

Obviously software cannot alter the
performance of the chosen player, so at
initialisation the driver interrogates the

player to identify it and the medium pre-
sent, and then enables the relevant com-
mands. Hence an Extended Play disc will
cause the software to ignore any 'still’
commands, and will make it expect any
search instructions to refer to a chapter
rather than a frame number. Equally a Lo-
Band UMatic player will disenable the
'instant jump’ facility present on some
laser disc players. This facility means that
certain players can get to aframe nomore
than two seconds away in either direction
without blanking the screen - some amaz-
ing video ’scratch’ effects can be gener-
ated with this.

The package comes in one of those
’box within a box’ affairs that convince

~—~ AR At
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IBM software buyers that they have got
their hands on some power. There are two
discs, one with a dedicated 1.2 Work-
bench for those that wish to just plug in
and go, and another one with utilities and
double-clickable programs to install the
various bits of code onto the user's own
system - there is no copy protection and
hard disc users are fully supported.

Results
The first disk that | have made is an Active
Play disc that contains our showreel of
work - some 13 minutes, and aselection of
other video material, mostly television
commercials. My version of the software
is the first that contains a patch to enable
SuperBase (by Precision Software) to talk
to the player. SuperBase records have a
type offield called an’external field’, this is
normally usedto displayan IFF picturefile,
or play an IFF sound sample. Ariadne’s
patch meansthateachrecordinadataba-
se can refer to, and play, a specific sequ-
ence or still from the laser disc.

| have a batch file in my S: directory
called 'STARTPLAYER'. Before this is
run, a CLI command such as: PLA:
PLAY, 34000, 35000 would have been
treated by the system as an instruction to
run an oddly named program fron'a volu-
me or device named PLA: - the system
would reply with a 'Please Insert Volume
PLA’ requester, followed by an 'unable to
load etc. etc.’” message. After START-
PLAYER is executed the same command
causes the playertoburstintolife and play
40 seconds of video starting at frame
number 34000. This is the CTI (Command
Text Interpretér) functioning and is an
example of the DOS player’srole. All of the
features of the particular player can be
controlled in this fashion, but it would be
tedious to 'log’ (ie. identify all the required
stills and sequences) on an entire disc in
this fashion, and this is where the supplied
program PLAYERCONTROL comes in.

PLAYERCONTROL has acollection of
gadgets controlling four different for-
wards (and reverse) speeds. It can also
’still’ the player, 'mark’ the frame under the
play head, ’find’ agiven frame and’nudge’
the player one frame forwards or back-
wards. The calculator style keypad on the
right hand side can be used to ’type’ in
required frame numbers, and the indi-
vidual keys can alsobe used as calculator
stylememories. Thismeansthatup to nine
locations can be ’noted” and quickly
accessed. Menu selections invoke the
Instant Jump controller, a very exotic
function indeed, and the Macro Manager.
Macros are a very important part of the
whole suite, more of which later.

In advance of recieving my laser disc |
had prepared a database of all of the
sequences of interest on our showreel,
each record having an empty external
field. To start a ’logging’ session | went
through the following procedure:
1.StartSuperbase and openthe required
database.

2. Resize the Superbase window and
leave a long thin CLI window available -
justin case.

3. Start PLAYERCONTROL and use the
menu selection “Fold Display”. This
allows the program to occupy only the
bottom 80 or so pixels of the display

Now any one of these programs can
control all the features of the player, and
the Amiga user can start chortling things
like “only the Amiga makes it possible”.

The first record in my database refers
to our introduction sequence. The player
was conveniently ’stilled” at frame 1 so |
used the slow play button on PLAY-
ERCONTROL to creep up to the start, |
overshot so | used the 'nudge back’ but-
ton to getto exactly the frame (frame 37) -1
could have used the BACKSPACE and
SPACEBAR keys on the keyboard to
nudge it around as well. | then typed
PLA:PLAY,37,intothe external fieldonthe
database and did not bother to hit return.
Then normal speed was invoked from
PLAYERCONTROL, followed by the in-
evitable nudges, to identify the end of the
sequence (frame 341). This number was
then typed into the database, the relevent
'extemal’ gadget then clicked and our
intro sequnce ’fell out’ of the video player.
These processes werethenrepeated over
and over again until all the sequences and
stills were logged (PLA:find,11020 is an
example still frame command).

This ease of control is unparallelled on
amicro, and it goes further than that. All of
the logging could be done on U-Matic
tape, in advance of buming the laser disc.
This means that several people could
work at once (U-Matic copies are very
cheap), and all their results could be
pooled once the disc had actually been
produced.

Some of my sequences were very
short, and when played in the above
fashion the soundtrack was disjointed
and distracting. PLAYERCONTROL has
gadgets to control either or both sound
channels (and video if required), they can
also be controlled through the CTl. For the
best results the instructions to switch the
channels off, play the sequence, and then
switch the channels back on need to be
grouped together. This ‘group’ is the mac-
ro.

Macro
The definition of a macro can be started,
and named, from a menu selection in

PLAYERCONTROL, or through the CTI.
Thereafter any command to the video
player, fromany program, willnotbe acted
upon andwillbe added to the list withinthe
macro. Macros can call other macros, so
complex sequences can very quickly be
built up. Some lovely disasters can occur
as well, such as a macro calling itself, but
the manual points out some of the pitfalls.
When finished the macro is added to the
current macro list and can be saved to
disk. One of my macros is called end-
animation and the database record reads
thus: PLA:macro,do,end-animation.

Macros have their problems though.
They are basically programs in a special-
ised programming language and as such
they frequently need de-bugging and al-
tering. A diagnostic window can be ope-
ned which displays what the systemis up
to as it performs, and quite comprehen-
sive error messages, so de-bugging is
reasonably easy. However there is no way
to edit an existing macro, it has to be re-
defined from the start. As | imtimated
earlier building a macro can be quite easy,
but a dedicated macro editor is badly
needed. Ariadne say this will be available
as soon as the userbase warrantsit. Inthe
meantime, | am starting to construct va-
rious macro building tools myself.

Here is a final example of how all this
fits together. When | had finished logging
my showreel | had some fifty items in my
database file. Endeavouring to present
our material from this proved that the
database approach was too linear. |
neededonescreen withalltheitemnames
visible at once, and the ability to choose
any one with the click of abutton. lwrote a
simple Intuition program with 50 Boolean
gadgets so that | could ‘export’ just the
external fields (the field that controls the
player) from SuperBase into an ASCII file
and then incorporate this file into a string
array in the program.

The mainloop of the program then had
simply to identify the number of the
gadgetthat had been clicked and feed this
elementofthe arrayintothe player. itreally
was a very quick and very satisfying pro-
cess. My next presentation was very slick
indeed, with tiny snippets of animation
being instantly summoned to make a
point by just pointing and clicking.

Conclusion

With the slight omission of the macro
editor, | cannot praise this software
enough. The combination of multitasking
Amiga, lightning fastlasertechnology and
well thought out software produces stun-
ning effects and | am sure that many new
applications of laserdiscs will now be in-
vented. Having access to video editing,
computer graphics and laser discs means
that we are now involved in some very
interesting projects. SR

Price: £350

Contact: Ariadne Software, 273 Kensal
Road, London, W16 5DBN.

Tel:(01) 960 0203.

AMIGA User International July 1989 27




POSTEYIE

HAIL ORDER SERVICE
Archipelagos 18.99 Populas 18.99
Balance of Power  19.99 R-Type 18.99
Fish 18.99  Scorpion 19.99 Y Ve b bl Z'h b Z’-
F16 Falcon 19.99 Space Harrier 16.99 p] 0 a y e es
Gauntlet II 18.99 Super Hang On 18.99 .
King of Chicago 18.99 Sword of Sedan 16.99 Sp yead h t

aasneerlr in

Lance]ot 16.99 Three Stooges 15.99
Led Storm 15.99 The Kristal 19.99
Lombard Rally 16.99 Timescanner 18.99
Zak McKracken 18.99
Hardware:
Aniga 500 359.00 Monitor 10845 or 88335 299.00
Ram/Clock A501 135.00  Cumana Disc Drive 95.00
Star LC10 Printer mono 229.00 colour  259.00

¥rite or phone for Free Catalogue listing our full
range of Games, Business & Hardware Bargains.

Cheques or F.0. payable fo
POSTBYTE.

Answering service outside
affice hours,

§. BOHLER

8 DERHENT CLOSE, NORTH HYKEHAM,
LINCOLN.

LNG6 BER

Telephone: 8522 683856

w NEW.... w‘l mm

Ruby-Comm-Plus

Communications

Software Mo ....providing spreadsheet, database and business graphics in one

supremely easy to use package.
Featuring:
512 columns x 32,760 rows
10 basic graph types (inc. 3d) & presentation features
95 macro fundio macro recorder
62 calculation functions (business, statistical, calculus, etc.)
Intuitive mouse interface

We have listened carefully to our users over the
past two years and have Incorporated many new
features into our Ruby-Comm-Plus package.
Ruby-View-Plus now includes character and pixel
Cut & Paste. Ruby-Term-Plus now Includes Colour
ANSI and 4010/14 emulations. Both packages
have extensive modem support covering many
new models and enhanced Macro key support with Foll Tofus b 923 e imaor ‘axnnt
automatic loading of Macro key sets for different el it b

services. All for only £99.00 inc VAT and P&P. ONLY £139.9 ) iﬂ(lUdiI‘lg VAT!

Our standard Ruby-Comm package Is still avallable for (Lotus 1 2 315 0 trade mork of Lotus Development Corparation)

ONLLNJINOD

5
)

those who do not require the more advanced facllities, To: BEST UK Ltd. Please send me:

at the new reduced price of only £69.00 Inc VAT and || Block 3 Unit 1, Baird Avenve Further information

P&P. Strutherhill Industrial Estate

2ubv-Tol The Comolete Viewdfa Hodt & 88 Lorkhall, Strathclyde ML9 2PJ 'c"‘°"'°‘ of P':“/ T @ £139.95
uby- e Complete Viewdata Ho . arriage & packin £5.00

This package enables you to set up your own g:z:::;;;g (:Ioue) Total popem s 27

Viewdata BB from only £199.00 exc VAT. (Fax)  TolELeeeeenees E—

Name

For further information on Ruby packages or other || Address
Amiga products, please phone us or call in at our
showroom.

Y2 Computing Limited Telephone 0923-50161
111 St. Albans Road, Watford, Herts. WD1-1RD | | | endose cheque for £

UK. LIMITED
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continued from page 24

Price

Memory required

General operation
Maximum number of pages
Number of magnification levels
Keyboard equivalents of mouse
Stores text and graphics separately
Displays facing pages

Page layout

Maximum page size (inches)
Snap to grid

Adjustable layout grid
User-selected ruler units
Place and size boxes numerically
Left/right master pages
Default page

Insert/delete pages
Automatic page numbering
Headers/footers

Text handling

Embedded formatting codes
Copy

Cut/paste

Search and replace
import/export text fite

Import formatted tex! file
Automatic runaround
Link/unlink text flow
Superscripts/subscripts
Text effects

Shadowed characters
Outline characters

Reversed characters (white on black)
Grey-scale characters
Typesetting

Range of font sizes

Line spacing increment
Paragraph spacing

Hanging indents

Tracking increments
Baseline increments
Automatic kerning

Kerning increment
Automatic hyphenation
PostScript output

Graphics handling
Maximum size

Line/border patterns
Custom lines/borders

Fill patterns

Automatic drop shadow

Clip art

Templates supplied
Half-tones

Import structured graphics
Bitmapped graphics toolbox
Airspray

Boxes

Brushes

Circles

Freehand

Lines

Magpnification

Structured graphics toolbox
Bezier curves

Boxes

Circles

Ellipses

Lines

Polygons

Colour handling

Number of colours

HAM (4096 colours)

Four colour separations

1. You can arrange the order of pages

2. You can insert a blank page that will delete the current pagé

3. You cannot export a text file from Shakespeare

PROFESSIONAL PAGESETTER CITY DESK PUBLISHER SHAKESPEARE
PAGE 1000
£249.95 £89 £114.95 £99.95 £143.75
1 Mbyte 512K 512K 512K 512K
999 99 Memory Memory Memory
5 3 Variable 2 Variable
Yes Yes Yes No Yes
No No No Yes No
No No Yes No Yes
17 x 17 8.5x14 8.5x 11 8x 11 8x10
Yes Yes Yes No No
Yes Yes Yes Yes No
Yes Yes Yes Yes No
Yes No No No No
Yes No No No No
Yes Yes Yes Yes No
Yes No' Yes Yes? No
No No Yes No No
No No Yes No No
Yes Yes Yes No No
Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Yes Yes No No No
Yes Yes Yes Yes No*
Yes Yes Yes No No
Yes No Yes No No
Yes Yes Yes Yes No
No No Yes No No
No Yes No No No
Yes Yes No No No
Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Yes No No No Yes
1-127 pt Variable Variable Variable Variable
0.01 pt 1 pt 0.1 pt 1pt 1pt
Yes No Yes No No
Yes No Yes No No
0.01 pt 1 pt No 1/120inch No
0.001 pt No No No No
Yes No No* No No
0.01 pt No No No No
Yes No No No No
Yes Yes® Yes No Yes
Full page s page Full page Full page Full page
9 5 3 7 1
Yes No Yes Yes No
9 16 No 11¢ No
No Yes Yes No No
No Yes Yes No Yes
No No No No Yes
Yes No No No No
Yes No No No No
No Yes Yes No No
- Yes No - -
- Yes Yes - =
- Yes Yes - =
- Yes No - 5
- Yes No - =
- Yes Yes - =
- Yes Yes - -
Yes No No No No
Yes - = - =
Yes - = - =
Yes - = - =
Yes - = - -
Yes - = - =
Yes - = - =
16 at a time - - - 32
Yes As b&w No As b&w No
Yes -~ = = No
4. In PostScript mode there Is automatic kerning
5. With the addition of LaserScript (£29.95), a PostScript printer driver supplied with four fonts
6. Has its own pattern editor
cont. on nextpage ™
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USER PORT)/

continued from page 29

To Print!

What ‘occurs’ on your screen is only as good
as what is output to your printer. Here is a list
of over 25 printers from which you may

choose. (Check your local retail outlet for
details — all prices exclude VAT and delivery-)

Make
Panasonic
Star
Epson
Star

NEC

Star

Star
Panasonic
Star
Epson
Amstrad
Star

Star
Panasonic
Epson
Star
Panasonic
NEC
Epson
NEC

Star
Epson
Epson
Epson
Epson

HP

Star
Cannon .
Panasonic
Brother

Model
KX-P1081
LC10
LX800
LC10-C
P2200
LC24-10
NX15
KX-P1592
ND10
FX850
LQ5000
ND15
NR10
KX-P1595
FX1050
NR15
KX-P1540
P6+
EX1000
P7+
NB24-15
SQ2500
LQ2500
DFX5000
GQ3500
LaserJet2
Laser 8
LBP-8 I
KX-P4450
HL-8

Columns
80

80

80

80

80

80

136

132

NA - Information not available
-*- —Does not apply

Draft/NLQ

120/24
144/36
150/24
144/24
168/56
170/57
120/30
180/38
180/40
NA/NA
288/96
180/45
240/80
240/51
NA/NA
240/80
240/80
265/90
300/50
265/90
132/30
450/150
333/111
533/NA
6ppm
8ppm
8ppm
8ppm
11ppm
8ppm

Pins
9

9

9

9

24
24

9

NA

JET
24
24
Laser
Laser
Laser
Laser
Laser
Laser

Price Ex VAT
£145
£180
£185
£215
£275
£289
£289
£299
£299
£329
£360
£365
£397
£395
£415
£429
£465
£475
£565
£599
£615
£875
£975
£1295
£1295
£1445
£1495
£1595
£1645
£1695
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A first class Amiga Word Processor
plus a separate user-frlendly
database for Just £29.95 the two? It
sounds impossible, doesn’t It?

But we have arranged a speclal offer
for AUl readers that gives you just
that, a word processor and a
database for £29.95! We think it’s
the bargain of the year!

MICROTEXT

MICROTEXT is an easy to use word
processor with a comprehensive
choice of EDIT facilities giving you
highly effective control over docu-
ment layout. One of the exceptional
features of MICROTEXT is that it
allows the keyboard to be re-mapped
for all major European languages
making MICROTEXT a truly interna-
tional W/P package at an astonish-
ingly low price price of £29.95. But
even better, as a special offer to AUI
readers, you can buy MICROTEXT for
£5 off at only £24.95 (inc P & P and
VAT).

MICROBASE
MICROBASE, which integrates for
mail merging and personalised mail
with MICROTEXT, is an extremely
user-friendly database package with
very flexible SORT, SEARCH and

LABEL routines. It also possesses a
number of other powerful options
including allowing selective
databases with different key fields
from a core database. Ideal for a
beginner, like MICROTEXT, it has full
documentation — it has the same
budget level price of £29.95. And in
the same way as the MICROTEXT
offer, you can buy MICROBASE
through AUI for £24.95 — a saving of
£5. Both MICROTEXT and MIC-
ROBASE were specially created by
ANCO Software.

An Even Better Offer — 50% Off!
The combined price of MICROTEXT
and MICROBASE is normally £59.90.
But if you purchase both at the same
time through the Speclal AUl Read-
ers’ Offer, you can make a saving of
50%! You can buy both MICROTEXT
and MICROBASE for Just £29.95 for
the two packages.

A first class Word Processor and a
highly flexible, user-friendly
Database for Just £29.95.

This must be the bargaln of the
yearl

PLEASE SUPPLY THE FOLLOWING PRODUCTS

NAME:

TO: AMIGA USER INTERNATIONAL

40 BOWLING GREEN LANE
LONDON EC1R ONE

ADDRESS:
POSTCODE TEL: SIGNATURE:

Prodcode Description Qty Price

8-01 MICROBASE AMIGA 24.95

8-02 MICROTEXT AMIGA 24.95

803 DUAL PACK MICROBASE 29.95

: MICROTEXT

Please make cheques payable to
AMIGA USER or debit my O O O Total

Please add £1.50 for all
orders outside U.K. &N. Ireland

A9071

Access/Visa Account: CHEQUE ACCESS OTHER
VISA
T 1
ERRRINERRIRRENINEER
L |
EXPIRY DATE

PLEASE ALLOW 28 DAYS FOR DELIVERY

OFFICE USE ONLY
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[TEST DRIVE/

Transcript

As yet another word-processor is released for
the Amiga, Peter Lee examines how it justifies

its existence.

ore and more these days, the
M edges between home and office

life are beginning to blur. Many
people take work home - it may simply be
quieterthere, orthe pressure could wellbe
on to show your commitment to the job.
Either way you will need to present your
efforts in a professional way without too
much hassle, but many serious applica-
tions can be astruggle to learn.

As far as word-processors go, all |
need to be able to do is enter text at the
keyboard, format it for presentation, and
get on with more important things.

“Transcript js a compact
and effective word-
processorwhich is simple
to use, and very friendly.”

The people at Gold Disk are obviously
ofthe same mind. Their new additioninthe
Home Office Series, Transcript, is a com-
pact and effective word-processor which
is simple to use, and very friendly.

Gold disk have an established reputa-
tion already through products such as
MovieSetter and Professional Page, and
this new release falls nicely into their de-
sktop presentation catalogue. The prog-
ram is supplied on a single unprotected
disk, which boots intoaWorkbench, and a
smallish manual with plenty of well-
expressed advice. To conserve memory,
the program can be invoked from the CLL.

Despite the fact that Transcript comes
onone disk, itis a full-feature utility which
is accompanied by a number of extras -
including a 90,000 word spell-checker
which can be loaded into memory if you
have the space. Although the program will
work on a single-drive, 512K Amiga, you
could find this restrictive, and users with
extra RAM and an additional drive will be
best suited.

Many nice touches make Transcript a
pleasure to use. There are subtleties such
as: the ability to configure the numeric
keypad to act as the cursor control (more
usually found on PCs), withHome and End
keys; or, the wonderful print-preview
which shows your document fully format-
ted, allowing you to use the mouse to
scroll through its entire length quickly and
effortlessly.

Using the Amiga’s multi-tasking abili-
ties, several documents can be open on
screen, simultaneously, and each can
have its own individual setting in terms of
colour, line-length and so on. Transcript’s
screen defaults to the standard 80 column
Workbench mode, but you can define
your own, using interlace or not. Regard-
ing custom screens, you may define your
own screen colours, but the default
screen simply uses Workbench settings.
Standard screens use the Topaz 8 font,
while aninteriace screen (the one prone to
flicker), uses Topaz 11 for improved
readability.

And to help conserve memory, docu-
ment windows can be shrunk to a mini-
mum size until re-activated by a mouse
click.

There is a fall-off in speed in some
word-processors when dealing with leng-
thy documents, but Transcript’s boast is
that there is no speed penalty for the
longest items, and | must admit to being
impressed with screen updates; on my
usual word-processor | installed Blitz-
fonts to keep things moving, but this
would be unnecessary here.

But down to the nitty-gritty of opera-
tion: Transcript’s fast screen update
makes editing a pleasure, and once you
have defined your startup-defaults - for

instancethe size ofthe textwindow canbe
set to whatever ratio you prefer - they can
be saved and subsequently loaded in
automatically.

“Moving around
documents is
straightforward, witl key
combinations usefully
allowing large-scale

movement.”

Moving around documents is straight-
forward, with key combinations usefully
allowing large-scale movement. And
there is the welcome inclusion of user
definable markers; up to four ‘bookmark’
reference points may be defined using
Shift and a function key, and these canbe
instantly reached simply by pressing the
correct function key. In this way, referring
back to earlier text is easily managed.

The version of Transcript under test
was 1.0, and obviously some enhance-
ments had been made since the manual
was published which were recorded in a
document file on disk. Chief among these
is the inclusion of a macro facility.

For those unfamiliar with macros, they
are simply a means of duplicating a series

continued on page 40

Select nane of file to lo
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YOU NEVER KNEW YOUR

MIGA

COULD BE THIS GOOD!

WITH THE MOST OUTSTANDING PAINT
FEATURES, SOPHISTICATED OPERATIONS
AND SPECIAL EFFECTS ONLY BEFORE
AVAILABLE ON DEDICATED GRAPHIC
WORKSTATIONS, PHOTON PAINT 2.0’S
POWER IS LIMITED ONLY BY YOUR
IMAGINATION!

Just look at some of Photon Paint 2.0's fea-
tures: ® Contour Mapping ® Light Source

Specification and Shadowing ® More Sophis-

ticated Brush Operations ® Stretch Option
® 4,096 Color Palette ®Page Flipper
®Magnification ® Rub-through ® Panto-
graph ®Blending ® Full Manipulation of
Color Values ® Colorization ® Air Brush

o Stencil ®Fill Polygon ®RGB and HSV

® And Photon Paint is fully compatible with
the Photon Video Series and most third

2.0 UPGRADE for information call:

plerginsits

17408 Chatsworth St., Granada Hills, CA 91344

party art and animation systems!

This is what the critics said about Photon
Paint 1.0 (wait until they try 2.0!):

“Photon Paint is an essential part of the ideal
Amiga graphics studio.” Roger Goode,
Amiga World

“...the cutting edge of paint program tech-
nology and a step into the future for Amiga
graphics.” Louis Markoya, Amiga Transactor
“...this program is dynamite and is 2 must
have for every graphics affecianado.” Mark
Smith, The Amiga Sentry

“Photon Paint is without a doubt the most
complete painting program available for the
Amiga...” Lewis Tilley, Your Amiga

Photon Paint is a trademark of Microillusions

Amiga and Commodore are trademarks of Commodore
International, Inc.

Inside CA 818/360-3715 * Outside CA 800/522-2041

FAX 818/360-1464



TEST DR

ANIMagic

Hey presto - special effects wizardry comes to
your Amiga with a new video program.
Peter Lee conjures up some opinions...

he recent crop of video packages
I has signalling the start of what
could well be the Golden Age of
graphics for the Amiga. A short space of
time has seen the release of leading-
edge programs such as Zoetrope, De-
luxePaint Il and Photon Paint Il - three
immensely powerful utilities which have
heralded a new generation of precision
software.
And the top flight are now joined by a
newcomer, ANIMagic, from the Aegis
stable. This video effects editor and
generator lags a little behind the com-
petition in terms of ease of use, but its
performance places itright up there with
the best.

Eventhoughthere are many graphics
effects programs, each with their own
specialities, ANImagic has no real coun-
terpart. It is an expensive fact of life that
in order to get the best effects possible,
you have Lo pick and mix from a variety of
programs, and ANIMagic has some of
the choicest.

The program arrives on a single un-
protected disk, along with a data disk
and a manual | found disappointingly
sparse. At least 1meg of memory is
needed, with greater flexibility offered to
those with more. A version of the prog-
ramondisk supports the 68020 and math
co-processor board for a promised
boost in speed, though this was not
tested. As the program creates its ani-
mation by rendering sequences of fra-

KODAK EL 400 5074
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mes individually and then playing them
back in realtime, often the process can
be very slow, so any improvement in
calculation speed should be welcomed.

The program works in any screen
resolution in PAL display, which permits
use of severe overscan for best videota-
pe effects, in HAM mode as well as
halfbrite and interlace. In addition, with
extra memory, you can also define your
own screen format up to 1008 x 1008
pixels.

ANIMagic started life as an ANIM file
editor - for working on data created or
used by the likes of Videoscape 3D,
Lights!, Camera!, Action!, DPaint Ill, The
Director and the Hash Animation series.
However, it has developed into a much
more sophisticated utility that also cre-
ates transitions from one still IFF picture
to another as well as manipulating ani-
mations themselves.

Its prime function is as either a de-
sktop presentation aid or as a videotape
titler when used in conjunction with a
Genlock. It succeeds well in both fields.
Yetunlike DPaintlllandto alesserextent
Zoetrope, ANIMagic has no art tools to
call its own; your source graphics must
be created in another package and then
imported. However, even a sequence of
simiple text title screens composed in
DPaint in three minutes can be turned
into a knockout special effect with ANI-
Magic.

Suprisingly the manual tends to
underplay the actual effects available. Its
brief tutorials are somewhat helpful, but

KODAK EL 400 SO74

what for me are the major innovations
are only mentioned in a brief list of transi-
tions available; the user must discover
them.

This self-effacement would be
understandable if the effects were sub-

\ Ll

standard, but they are spectacular. For
example one transition allows you to
build up a picture by swarming onto a
blank screen 256 small portions of it until
the whole is complete. OK, whilstitis not
as sophisticated as the similar effect on
some tv shows, it is nonetheless a major
advance in home presentation. You can
even have eackh piece leave a fading trail
behind it!

The downside is that all this proces-
sing power takes time; subsequently for
some effects you can happily leave the
computer for an hour or so. But once the
finished animation is closed and played
back, the effort really is worthwhile.

Controlling the program is achieved
through a number of control panels
offering mouse-operated options, some
leading to sub-panels where a variety of
customizing can be undertakentotweak
a standard effect into something more
personal. From the outset ANIMagic
needs something with which to work: a
standard IFF screen; a pair of screens
over which to effect transitions; or an
ANIM file. Any combination oi atwork
can be used - you can move a still screen
over an animation, or paste a full anima-
tion over a separate backdrop.

Because effects can be cumulative,
you can use, tor examples, a 25 frame
animation as the artwork for each side of

KODAK EL 40
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anopenboxasitrevolvesonscreenin3D
- movement within movement. Screens
of different resolutions can also be
mixed, but the results are often peculiar.

On a simpler level, just by creating a
transition from one graphic screen to
another, startling animations are possi-
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ble. For example, you may produce the
simulation of book pages turning to re-
veal another screen, a pair of doors
opening inwards in 3D exposing more
artwork, or even another animation play-
ing happily in the background.

The main control panel looks a night-
mare of buttons and boxes, and indeed
there are few intuitive aspects of it. The
manual here atleastis a big help, and the
program features on-screen help which
outlines the operation of the baffling
buttons. Easier to understand is the
source and destination mixing panel,
where pop out menus enable selection
of any graphics in memory to be used as
the basis for effects. You call up the DVE
(Digital Video Effects) menu, whichis the
real key to the program'’s potential. (the
DVEs are loaded in from disk as needed
or you can actually have everything load
into RAM from the outset, but this could
cause memory shortfalls), and a brief
explanation of the FX appears onscreen.

“Any combination of
artwork can be used - you
can move a still screen
over an animation, or
paste afullanimation over
a separate backdrop.”

Before you commit the computer to
an hour or so of image generation and
then discover the effect is not what you
wanted, there is a wire-frame preview
option which shows exactly what will
happen. Various additional parameters,
such as changing the direction from
which an effect begins, or flipping it
horizontally or vertically.

|/
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Backgrounds are available from any
graphics in memory, allowing animation
layering, and shadows with user-defined
transparency. Mcving objects can be
made to leave gradually fading trails
behind, and if you customize a DVE map,
you might consider saving it for another
occasion. Some DVEs work in 3 dimen-
sions, and you can move the viewpoint

. . gl

A run-down of ANIMagic’s key effects.

Expand from a point
Horizontal blind

Spins

Split

Squeeze in and out

Vertical blind

Four piece wrap

Box rotations, images on facets
Confetti swarm

Corner expand

Ten door blind curtain

Doors swing inwards

Dribble down

25 fragment spin and tumble
TV style page turnover

Slide in and enlarge

Tumble

Nine part foldout

Main body of text in here.

closer or further away, or “tell” the prog-
ram what to put on the backside of an
image as it turns. This effect can include
another image or a simple colour.

There is a comprehensive colour-
cycling menu, where up to 8 separate
ranges of colours can be specified to act
on individual frames or the whole range.
This is a fine enhancement enabling you
to achieve pseudo-movement simply
within a more complex animation effect.
I did find a problem, though, when the
program insisted on cysling ranges of
colours without any instruction. How-
vever, by turning off cycling this was
soon cured.

Palettesthemselves canbe swapped
and changed. Given two palettes from a
set of different screens to be overlayed
together, ANIMagic will optimise the col-
ours of each to try to make them com-
patible as far as possible. Because the

{ 5
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into manageable portions, and then to
combine them with the ANIM player that
accompanies the program. Incidentally
this is a freely distributable player that
canbe invoked from the CLI, but whichis
not auto-booting, (much to my dis-
appointment). In addition, as well as
complete animations, single IFF frames
from an animation can be saved.

Conclusion

ANIMagic works on two levels. Not only
is it an innovative editor for existing
animations, allowing users to cut and
splice sequences which may have taken
many hours to generate or perhaps add
title screens and credits to work done on
powerful graphic programs; but itis also
a special effects generator, which cre-
ates some unique and professional tran-
sitions for either video dumping or de-
sktop presentation. These take a high
degree of forward planning to use to
their Last advantage, and the range of
control options is so great as to be initial-
ly bewildering.

The manual should have been more
helpful, betterillustrated and much more
comprehensive. Twice during heavy
festing | overstretched the program and
was Gurued out. Fortunately, because
one always works on images loaded
from disk, only part of an animation was
lost.

ANIMagic measurers up to any spe-
cial effects program in the price range,
andhasamore spectacular setofeffects
than any other | can name. The other
deciding factor may well be that ANIMa-
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program maintains its own palette at all
times, there is no danger - as with some
other programs - of importing a set of
colours that make the menus unread-
able.

One of the dangers of long anima-
tions using anything other than lores is
that you might well run out of disk space;
even a blank disk’s 880K soon fills, de-
spite good ANIM compression techni-
ques. The solution is to split a sequence

.....9

gic works in every screen mode (HAM
being the most colourful, but also being
quite sluggish on playback), has severe
overscan options, and above all gives it
you in PAL.

P.L.

Price: £69.95

Contact: Digipro Ltd., Enterprise House,
Howards Grove, Southampton 8§01 5PR.
Tel. 0703 - 702743
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LAN COMPUTER SYSTEMS

SHOWROOM OPEN MON TO SAT 10.30am TO 5.30pm TELEPHONE 01-597 8851 (5 lines)
AMIGA 500
( . A5000 COMPUTER PACK 5
LAN AMIGA PACK 1 + Introduction to the Amiga | Hellbent, Better dead than
CK Winter Games, Out | Manyal + Amiga Basic Man- Alien, Quadralian,
SO FTWAR E PA Run, Final Assault, ual + Mouse Controller + The International Soccer, Star
Wizard Warz, Leader | vy First Disk + Work Bench Goose, Winter Olympiad,
LAN AMIGA SOFTWARE PACK Board, Birdie Golf, Disk + Extras Disk Back Lash, Out Run,
AMIGA 500 Marble Madness | ALL FOR £299 + VAT YOU Attack, Marble Madness
Free 20 programs condensed onto 2 disks £39.00 MUST BUY ONE OR MORE £45.00
for your convenience P_ACKS WITH YOURAMIGA PACK 3
FREEMOUSE MAT FREEDUST COVER FREE£100 PACK 2 12 GAMES
OF SOFTWARE WITH YOUR AMIGA- YES YOU PACK4 | Amegas, Artof Chess, Bar- | Grid Start, Eco, Karting
CHOOSE THE SOFTWARE YOU WANT WITH YOUR 2%%;3'95'& ;-5 barian, Insanity Fight, Ikari Grand Prix, Wizball, Thai
: ; Mer- i Flight-
AMIGA (£100 RRP) IF YOU WISH TO ORDER A TV Do fiick. Diibt Ginan ‘é";’:’;’sfgl:ggg R Mer Boxing, Terrorpods, [ ight
MODULATOR THEN YOU WILL HAVE £75.00 TO Mouse Mat " i path . : ’
dercats, Wizball, Marble Obliterator, Las Vegas,
SPEND ON SOFTWARE £49.00 + VAT
Madness Marble Madness
£419INC VAT _J £39.00 + VAT £59.00 + VAT
AMIGA 2000
COMMODORE A2000 B COMPULE ....ooseessesrsee £849.00  Turn your Amiga 2000 Into a 512k PC
20mb Hard Disk i
for Amiga DOS .......ccommmeuererssnrenenne £399.00 XT Bridge Board
8mb Ram Board 5.25" Disk Drive .........ccccoveeuurnnnne. £249.00
Populated to 2mb .......cccoccceeeeeee. PHONE .
AT Bridge Board 20mb Ha.rd disk
LT R — — PHONE ~ forAmiga PCDOS ........ooocceerrmr £199.00
68020 Co. Pros
Tor Z000TN . 59 AW ... SW . .. PHONE 2mb Ram Board Unpopulated
NO FLICKER IN HI RES oo femeRe IS
We aiso stock full NEC Muttisyne Il 120 ns or faster £135.00
Commodore PC Range + Flicker Fixer ......c..cccevenveriuenane. £689.00 57 1T T AR rrememmrnnsssanrrmnannnesnae =
*SPECIAL* PRINTERS |[ACCESSORIES | MONITORS GRAPHICS
: nic KXP 1081 .......... £145.00 Mouse Mat ... i i
Okimate 20 | [[cmmerer— o |t oo spamewons s | || TABLET
. tar LC10 Col .... ! st Cover — Montor . i
Colour Printer Star LC10 Sheet Duet Cover — Disk Drive Eﬂ:.'.”;i%% i Py 12" x 12"
NEC P2200 ........ S;D;ul‘s(lzg::%) :hilipsu»unim § X D B t P
Epeon X800 5.25" Dis fins Moni
Free Paper Roll Star LC2ANO o Disk Boxes from . i T /Button _en
Star LC24/10 Sheet Fo Copy stand Ad Commodore 10845 e 2800 Type Stylist
Free Ro“ Paper Okimate 20 Col Printer Data Switch 2 way
NEC P&+ Data Switch 4 way . PHILIPS TV MONITORS d s ﬂ
Holder NEC P7. icks from : I ESTSEIOEN e 18900 and coftware
Citizen 1200 ..........ovevecnn Monitor stande ................ccccee.. £7.00 15"FSTScreen + Remote Control ......... £225
Large range of alternative Printers Printer Paper lro'm - D }Z‘ngLScreen + Remote Control & -
ikable. Printer RIDbons from............ 8300 | § | THEEX oo
£1 2 0 . 00 Pleass phaov:e 1or°quotaﬂon. o ATI :cmories Al Vs complete with cables £3 6 9 - 0 0
ALL PRICES EXCLUSIVE OF VAT inclusive of VAT 10 your computer, I
n SOl BLANSOFTC
DIGITISING SUPERPIC r |7 3-5 %‘:g\(jon’:'uct:;yclubtommlga:gg
PANASONIC WV1i410 . . . ST Users everywhere, all prices
Camera with 8 5mm Real time colour s PE C|A L D |Sk D Five Mm;?:;':f:gokger year
lens £217.00 frame grabber. . SO WHAT DO YOU GET?
NSO
C°§5Y230‘3"d Grabs video or live LX800 with through TasCol 52405 2500
Digi Droid Tlgngls at 1/30| s'ec oplwlggg port and on/off || | G 2% B
£52 00 ne Genlock all for N So you can save up 80% off you
Software in stock £499 £69 + VAT ‘“'““Z,'L%&Tda' owe
HOW TO ORDER

The more you spend the more tickets you will have.
But you must show this ad to get your tickets

30 Runners up will get a Games software title

For every £20 you spend with us you will get a ticket for the draw.

First Prize: Colour Monitor Second Prize: 2nd Disk Drive

Enclose letter whth cheque, postal order or credit card number for amount including VAT and delivery
charge £10. Credit card holders may order by telephone. Contact sales dask. Despatch normally in 24 hrs.
Officlal Orders from Educational Establishment, Local Authorities and Government depanments wal-
come. Contact Educ. Dept EXPORT HOTLINE 01-597 8854 FAX 01-590 8057

Dealer and Export Enquiries: Contact Trade Dept.

Pricas exclusive of VAT unleas otherwise stated and correct at time of going to press.

Education caliers ask tor Tony Judge or Mark Butler

Come In and see us at 1063 High Street, Chadwell Heath, Romford, Essex
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Amiga 3D
Graphic
Programming

in BASIC

by Jennrich, Massmann an Schulz

upgraded to the Amiga from an 8-bit

computer - onethey probably invested
along timein mastering. Which makesitall
the more frustrating to try and come to
terms with the intricate powers of the
Amiga. You find your knowledge of offset
locations, screen modes and memory
maps are skills frozen by the march of
technology. More often than not, you find
yourself starting from scratch.

If you want to avoid becoming a
casualty of the Amiga’s involved
operating system, you will be well advised
to get some specialist help on the job.
Abacus, US publishers rapidly earning the
reputation as a beacon for floundering
Amiga enthusiasts, have arange of books
touniock Commodore’s powerhouse and
help rekindle the feeling of programing
achievement you might wellhave given up
hope of ever recovering.

Latestintheirlineis ‘Amiga3D Graphic
Programming in BASIC’; Not a title which
trips off the tongue, but one which
definitely lightensthe heart! Ilhave tosay at
the outset that techniques outlined in the
book rely heavily on mathematic

I t is likely that most people will have

o

principles; on the other hand, the authors
make a brave job of trying not to cloud the
issue, and provide information at a
moderate level, fully explaining the more
complicated equations. However,
coming to terms with some concepts
covered is a struggle at times.

At the core of the 358-page large-
format paperback book are programs in
AmigaBASIC for defining and rendering
your own 3D images. The emphasis is on
ray-traced screens, and some of the
effects generated by the BASIC programs
are on a level with some commercial
software. But the book contains more
than simply pages and pages of program
listings; it is really a tutorial which, by
example, introduces the reader to. the
actual power available through BASIC -
which tends to be relegated these days in
favour of the higher level languages. It
opens up the Amiga’s 3D potential, and
gives access to all resolutions - including
HAM, and halifbrite (which needed the
arrival of DeluxePaint lll to really take off).

If you follow the book through to the
end, copyingout thelistings, whatyouend
up with is a ray-tracing editor and object

definer. And along the way your
understanding of the Amiga will have
blossomed. The programs themselves
are competent, allowing positioning of
light sources, shadowing and texture.

There is a disk available containing all
the book’s programs, so unless you are
the kind of keyboard fanatic who has days
to spend copying listings, | would heartily
recommend this as a priority purchase;
the extra $14.95 spent on the disk is a
good investment considering that some
of the BASIC programs have also been
compiled andincluded on disk too. This is
a major advantage when considering the
lengthy time it takes to create aray-traced
image - compiled programs work faster
than BASIC ones.

‘Amiga 3D Graphic Programming’ is a
book recommended for the serious DIY
graphics enthusiasts, but not one for
those just wishing to dip their toes into the
deep waters of Amiga graphics.

P.L.
Price: $19.95. ISBN 1-55755-044-1.
Published by: Abacus.
Contact: Abacus, Dept L2, 5370 52nd
Street SE, Grand Rapids, M1 49508
(USA). Tel. (616) 698-0330.
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[FIELD REFORTS /

The Amigain

France

France was one of the slower countries into the
Amiga Dimension. Zack Mule Skinner
discovers that in a Dordogne village a little
‘guerre’ has been fought over a French
language Amiga publication

nal memory expansion, two exter-
nal disk drives, and a second-hand
monochrome monitor. With this potent
mixture, create the first nationally-distri-
buted magazine in your country to be
produced 100% on a “family” computer.

This is the story, and it could, perhaps,.
have been anyone’s. For years people
have been talking about the way compu-
ters are going to revolutionise our lives.
Well, this is an example showing that they
weren't just fairy tales, an d the Amiga is
probably the best-placed computer to
make them come true.

The country: France. The year: 1988.
The headquarters: a stone-built farm-
house tucked away in the secret folds of
the hilly Dordogne; a marginal, isolated
region, where even the small farmers are
dying out, to be replaced by visiting tour-
ists from Germany, Holland and especial-
ly, Britain.

The story of A-News (the A is for Ami-
ga) began when British journalist Bruce
Lepper, living with his French school-
teacher wife in the Dordogne village of
Mandacou, heard in 1987 that Commod-
ore was bringing out an affordable version
of the Amiga dream-machine (he’d been
dreaming about having one for years). He
bought one of the first 500s to be sold in
France, and was not disappointed. But
there was no French language magazine
for the Amiga—hardly surprising, because
atthat time the number of Amiga 100s sold
in France totalled less than 5000.

A few months later Rod Craig, another
British journalist living not far away in the
equally sleepy village of St Aubin, decided
to buy a bankrupt printing works. He
asked Lepperif he could create a publica-
tion that would bring regular work to the
ancient pressesin additionto theirmonth-
ly task of bringing out Craig’s ‘The News’,
a paper for English-language residents in
southern France.

T ake one Amiga 500, one A501 inter-

Until ayear ago the idea of one person
with no capital to speak of starting a
nationally distributed monthly magazine
would have been unworkable. Magazines
are traditionally costly items to produce.
You need an editor, an advertising sales
person, a secretary to look after your
administration and subscriptions, and an
editorial assistant to type in articles and
help with page layout at the very least. Not
to mention a team of freelance writers to
help blacken the pages. You then have to
pay for the photocomposition of your
pages and the colour separation of your
pictures, and then the printing and then
the distribution, which can be an expen-
sive nightmare.

Lepper didn’t realise any of that, so he
suggested that he and Craig go into part-
nership and produce a French-language
magazine for Amiga users, to be called
Amiga-News. Great idea! Let’s go!

No ‘AMIGA’

January 1988: first stop, the headquarters
of Commodore-France in Paris. Top offi-
cials there (or should we say almost-top)
welcomed the idea.

Second stop, the Ami-EXPO in Los
Angeles, to make first contacts with the
Amiga industry and garner good material
for the first issue, together with a copy of
Professional Page, and a Spirit Inboard
(which was not actually installed in the
A-News A500 until three months later).
Gold Disk had been promising Professio-
nal Page for some months, and the copy
Lepper received was one of the first. With-
out it, the magazine would never have
been bomn,

Back in France, disaster! Inexplicably,
to Lepper, Commodore withheld permis-
sion for the use of the name Amiga in the
title, so it was changed to A-News. Com-
modorerefused togiveany publicity tothe
magazine, so the initial print run was re-
duced from 10,000 to 7,500. Commodore

France went so far as to forbid the use of
the words ‘Amiga’, ‘Commodore’ and
‘Workbench’ on the front cover and also
refused any other co-operation. But A-
News No. 1 was on the news-stands in
March 1988, before the official Commod-
ore Review had made its appearance. The
cover (a preview of The Three Stooges)
was colour-separated by a specialist in
Bordeaux at a cost of about £300, as
would be the next two covers. Professio-
nal Page version 1.1, with built-in colour
separating, came out two months later,
reducing this cost to about ten pounds.
But what about all the other costs?
Amiga users from all over France, delight-
ed that at last their magazine was getting
its own dedicated publicaion, offered their
unpaid co-operation. And as they all had
Amigas (bizarre, bizarre) and sent in their
material on disk, there was no need for a
secretary to retype it. And as the articles
were made up into pages on the screen
(with the three drives on the A500 chug-
ging away day after day), there was no
need for a layout man or scissors. And as
the pages were sent to Rod Craig’s post-
script laser printer they were immediately
‘camera-ready’, cutting out the expensive
photo-composing element. In his spare
time, Lepper typed subscribers’ names
and addresses into Superbase, sold
advertising over the telephone (the only
thing the A500 didn’t do), and visited
Amiga shows in Paris, Frankfurt, Lon-
don, Philadelphia and New York. Amiga
users in France were often informed of
new developments on the Amiga scene
before their counterparts in the USA.

French Translations
The French market has been, and still is,
one of the most difficult for the Amiga in
Europe. The Amiga is a brilliant but com-
plex machine to get to grips with, and its
user interface is exclusively written in En-
glish. Whereas Germans and-Scandina-
vians are used to coming to terms with
English because their own languages are
relatively isolated, the French are differ-
ent, having a national language which, like
English, is akind ofintemational standard.
So though French people who under-
stand English are highly enthusiastic ab-
out the Amiga, others who do not are less
appreciative.

Among other things, what the French

continued on page 110, -
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All prices include VAT/delivery

NEW SPECIAL OFFER AMIGA PACK

All-new special Amiga 500 pack includes the following:
% Amiga 500 computer * Mercenary

* TV Modulator % Eliminator

% Mouse & Mouse mat % Hellbent

* Joystick % Bubble Ghost

% Zynaps % and 1 extra game free,
% Return of the Jedi while stocks last!

% plus 5 disks of
public domain software

All this for only £399.00!

Amiga 500, including TV modulator ..........
A501 RAM/clock expansion for Amiga 500 ...........cceiereeeiivennenearenans £129.00
Pye 15" FST TV/Monitor model no.1185, inc. Amiga cable .. -

Philips CM8833 colour monitor suitable for Amiga 500 ........
Philips CM8852 monitor as above, but higher resolution .
Philips TV Tuner AV7300, use with any composite monito
X-Copy powerful new disk copier

% Custodian
* Powerplay

Word Perfect ...........ccovervneenennans

Superbase Personal .. £69.00
Superbase Professional ........... £179.00
Logistix £79.95

Now available - Vortex ‘System 2000° hard disks, offering versatile
high-capacity storage, suitable for use with the Amiga 500 and Amiga
1000. The units are of a high specification, with a formatted capacity of
over 42Mb and an average access time of 45Ms. The system consists of
a hard disk base unit, cables and an Amiga interface module, with utilities
software including an autoboot facility and a hard disk backup utility.

...................... £529.00

PRINTERS

All prices _!include VAT delivery & cable

We usce and recommend Star printers
since they olfer an unbeatable com-
binstion  of leatures. pnnt quality.,
reliabiity and value. Make the sensi-
ble deaision - gel it nght wath o Stane

. printer at our spccial. all i, prices
Hugely successful 9 pin printer, the
Star LC10 provides 4 NLQ fonts (with

96 print combinations) at 36cps and Only £1 99'00

144cps draft. Has a large 4K buffer Colour version also available,

and ' IBM/parallel interface buiilt in, on|y £249.00

includes a comprehensive front panel
Prices include 2 extra

operation and features paper parking,
without removing tractor paper. black ribbons free of charge.

allowing single sheets to be used
... £319.00

Star LC24-10 feature-packed multifont 24pin printer

Star SF-10DJ / DK cut sheet feeder for LC-10 / LC24-10 . ... £64.95
Star NB24-10 24 pin printer 216/72 cps,

including cut sheet feeder and 2 extra ribbons .......ceueeee.... £499.00
Stan NX-15 good value wide carriage 9 pin printer.......... £329.00
Panasonic KXP1081 reliable 9pin 10" printer 120/24 cps ...... £169.00
Panasonic KXP1180 super new 9pin multifont 11.7" carriage £199.00

Panasonic KXP1124 good quality new muitifont 24pin
Panasonic KXP-37 cut sheet feeder for KXP1180
Panasonlic KXP-36 cut sheet feeder for KxP1124
Epson LX800 popular 9pin 10" 180/25c¢ps ......
Epson LQS500 24 pin 10* 150/50CPS ..ccocevveereernennn
Epson EPX-200 cut sheat feeder for LX800 / LQS500 .......c..ceceicvumnnennen £74.95
NEC P2200 budget 24 pin 188/56CPS .........ccceeerinriercirscrnenmmumnnueesensanea £319.00
Citizen 120D budget 9pin 10" 120cps . £138.00
Citizen HQP-45 bargain value wide carriage 24pin £399.00
Mannesmann-Tally MT-81 9pin 130/24CPS ....ccccevririciicramenrareernerercnnnnns £149.00

@ Sults Amiga 500 or Amiga 1000

Now available - Our New
Low-cost 5.25" External
Floppy Disk Drives

We are now supplying the new, good quality
RF542C 5.25" floppy drive compatible with
the Amiga. Quiet in operation, the unit is
colour matched to the Amiga, and has a
throughport connector. The drive is capable
of a number of configurations including
40/80 track switching and 360/720K format,
giving full ‘Transformer’ compatibility.

Only
£114.95

including VAT
& delivery

Probably the best and most complete
3.5" disk copier for the Amiga user.
Can even copy MS-DOS, Atarl ST,
CP/M, Xenix and Archimedes disks.
Because of the high specification of
the Amiga drive, this copier is prob-
ably the best for the Archimedes or
ST. Also includes track editor.

it ONLY £34.95

® Top quality Citizen drive mechanism
® On / Off switch on rear of drive
® Throughport connector
@ One megabyte unformatted capacity
@ Slimline design
@ Very quiet
@ Long cable for locatlon either
side of computer

@ Full 12 months guarantee delivery

Ultra low price! |

£74.95

inc.VAT and

DOUBLE TAKE! B hur‘!liellmon"y Ito?nowavallablA 3 ONLY
to sult the Amiga. Fealures
PYE toletext, ful Infra-red remote £1 99 00
control, SCART mneht‘:;t:‘;: e .VAT
TV/MONITOR $'n°3°dp‘3‘&%°%"nm"'m'ee§ cable and next
(MODEL 1185)  Frpiciar il bodiontl Mo Moiiherd

10 Bulk packed DS/DD 3.5" disks
with labels, fully guaranteed ................

How 1o order from Evesham Micros Ltd
] Send cheque, Postal Orde
AT IS P o dccEsSVisa card deiis| 63 BRIDGE STREET

All prices include VAT and delivery. Express Courier delivery £5.00 extra.

EVESHAM

25 bulk disks as above ... .
10 disks as above with plastic case ..... £13.95
25 disks as above, with 40 capacity
lockable storage unit .........c.ceveeeeeenerne £34.95
Kodak DS/DD 3.5" disks, top quality
storage media. Box of 10 ........ccceenuenes £17.95

V/SA

Phone us with your
ACCESS or VISA

gD card details on :

] P N | B 0386-765500

WORCS WR11 4SF

Govt., educ. & PLC orders welcome
© 0386-765500

Same day despatch whenever possible
All goods subject to availability, E.&O.E. fax 0386-765354
Open to callers 6 days, 9.30-530 telex 333294

Also at: 1762 Pershore Rd., Cotteridge, Birmingham B30 3BH Tel: 021 458 4564




TEST DRIVE/

conlinued from page 32

of storedkeystrokes. Up to 99 key presses
can be recorded under each of the 10
function keys - simple things such as your
address, or more complex text manipula-
tion like italicizing a paragraph. Unfortun-
ately responses to requesters cannot be
incorporated into a macro, but generally,
anything you can do while in the text
window can be mimicked by amacro; and
a macro can call another if you run out of
room.

Thereis aspecial use for macros 9 and
10, which allows them to be called by
pressing CTRL and a mousebutton.

Your macro definitions can be saved
and loaded whenever needed, so a series
of specialist commands can be made
available as required. The usual word-
processing tasks of cutting and copying
are simplified by the use of a drag cursor
with which you highlight your text. Unlike
some other programs, even after high-
lighting text, you are still free to type and
edit your document. Should you wish to
append various sentences or paragraphs
to each other, even though they may be
scattered throughout the length of the
document, you can copy them one by one
into the clip buffer and paste back the
accumulated text.

The actual layout of your document is
controlled by formatting controls, which
are defined using a strange keyboard
character | never thought | had - a sort of

double S invoked by pressing Shift/Alt/S.
Many commands canoccupyasingleline,
separated by colons, and among func-
tions you can define are margins, justifica-
tion, headers, footers, page size, and
widow and orphan control (to ensure spa-
ce exists on the page for a minimum
number of words before a break). Your
own printer escape codes can also be
embedded in the document.

As mentioned, there is a spelling
checker available, and you can choose to
load this into RAM at any time. For users
with limited memory, spellings can be
checked directly from disk, which is a
much more laborious way. User dictionar-
ies can be created, and the method of
checking is extremely friendly, with ather-
mometer bar showing the progress
through the document.

There are still a couple more goodies
toitemise; in particular the index function
is a big time-saver. A simplified but toler-
able Mail Merge option is also available,
andthereis auseful option which will try to
strip all the end of line paragraph marks
that sometimes getimported on uploaded
ASCII files. And to conserve memory,
there is a version of Transcript on disk
which lacks the print facilities and is con-
sequently shorter than the standard ver-
sion. Another useful touch is the use of
‘hot’ directories, which store filenames in
amemory cache and prevent the constant

disk access of other programs each time
you try and load or save a file.

Finally, users of the company’s Pro-
fessional Page 1.2 or higher can use
Transcript as an auxiliary editor, and own-
ers of earlier versions can still import
Page’s text for editing and mask out the
DTP software codes.

Themanualis atreat in terms of clarity.
If you intend using the program disk as
Workbench, then you may have to import
your own Preferences printer driver from
one of your Workbench disks, asthese are
lacking on the Transcript disk.

Conclusion

As a professional writer who opts for the
easy life, Transcript was the perfect WP,
which | used to write this review. It is not
just the attraction of the new; | felt at ease
with a full-feature word-processor which
has obviously not sacrificed power for
simplicity. Obviouslyifyou preferadegree
of technical complexity from your word
processor then you need to look atamore
up-market product. But for my needs |
found little lackingin Transcript,andmuch
torecommend it. It is well-designed, sim-
ple to use and very efficient. And it has a
very healthy price-tag too.

Price: £39.95

Contact: Digipro Ltd., Enterprise House,
Howards Grove, Southampton.

Tel. (0703)-702743.

P.L.

-
ACCESS

NEW

REDUCED TO £89.95
LIMITED STOCK

TRADE ENQUIRIES
WELCOME

ASHCOM

ORIGINAL ASHCOM MEMORY
EXPANSION (AS PICTURED)

,_w

VlSA
(0530) 411485

512K RAM EXPANSION

FOR AMIGA 500
ONLY £99-95 INC VAT

NOW INCLUDES BATTERY BACKED
CLOCK & MEMORY DISABLE

ONLY FROM ASHCOM, 10 THE GREEN, ASBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH,
LEICESTERSHIRE, LE6 5JU. TELEPHONE (0530) 411485

ASHCOM IS A TRADING NAME OF ASHBY COMPUTERS AND GRAPHICS LTD




AMIGA
HARD DRIVES

Incredible Value

20MB £399.95°
40MB £649.95
60MB £749.95

* This (s NOT a printing error!

PUBLIC DOMAIN DISKS
ONLY £2.50 EACH
PD CATALOGUES - £2.00

3.5" External Drives

LISTING PAPER
PRINTER RIBBONS
JOY STICKS
DUST COVERS
MONITOR/TV LEADS
GENLOCKS
PRINTERS
MODEMS
FLICKER MASTERS
MOUSE MASTERS
PLUS MUCH MORE

- Printer
Cables £7.99

VIRUS INFECTION

PROTECTION
The BEST protection your disks

3.5" DS/DD
Disks

could ever wish for! £29.95

= From£89.95 1

10 for only £9.95

DIGIVIEW GOLD £129.95 SOUND SAMPLERS

HIGH QUALITY
DIGITISING CAMERAS EB“&OSLSY

FROM - £225.95

DIGITISING STAND WITH (0703) W
LIGHTS - £69.95 702743 Including Software

NEW!! VIDEO
FRAMESTORE AND GENLOCK PRO VIDEO PLUS £249
68020 TURBO CARD £295 VIDEO EFFECTS 3D £159

DIGIPRO LTD

Enterprise House, Howards Grove, Southampton SO1 5PR

Locking Disk Boxes
Holds 100 Disks

iskE FANTAVISION A500 CONSOLES
£7.99 SPECIAL £29.95 onLY - £39.95

VISA

All Prices INCLUDE V.A.T.
Orders over £50.00 Postage and Packing FREE!

All other orders add £1.00 for Postage and packing
For prices outside UK please telephone




[AMIGA ART |

The Amiga: Siae"
Los Angeles’ B
Rising Star -

The popularity of the Amiga is booming in Hollywood and the surround-
ing Los Angeles area. At the center of it all is the Amiga Video-Graphics
Guild, an organization of Amiga enthusiasts who are using the Amiga in
their everyday jobs as Producers, Disney Animators, Special Effects
Designers, Video Editors, and Commercial Artists.

With over 100 active members, many of them well-known names in
the Amiga community, the GUILD offers a once a month opportunity to
share technicues, see the latest products, and get to know others using
the Amiga as a serious tool for graphics and video.

Guild coordinator Geoffrey Williams is Executive Producer for
Creative Business Communication, and has used the Amiga to create
multi-media slide shows and videos for corporate clients. On several
projects, the Amiga has been used to Storyboard, Score, and create the
finished graphics and animation.

Whilst Robin Hart and Nadine are not professional artists, pictured
here is the art of several Guild members. ‘Lily Pad,’ figurel, is by Robin
Hart. ‘Rebecca,’ figure 2, is by Eric Daniels, ‘Gene,’ figure 3,is by Nadine.

EricDaniels is a professional animator who worked on Disney’s Who
Framed Roger Rabbit? He also used his Amiga Roger Rabbit images in
the development of Buena Vista Software’s computergame version ofthe |
movie.

The Amiga was also used to create animation on Max Headroom, T.V
101, and several other network television shows. Walt Disney Studios . ¥
use the Amiga for 3D animation and Ray Tracing, and Disneyland vses ' . -
them to control laser presentations. y
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he Premier Amiga 500 Control
Centre is what you and your Amiga
has been waiting for. You slip the
A500 into the lower area and place
your monitor on top, and you have a unit
that is as firn as an A2000.

The Control Centre is strong and well-
constructed from special lightweight metal. It is
beautifully designed for maximum space saving
with the minimum of fuss. Its features include:

% A large front shelf for disk drives and
peripherals

% Joystick ports on the outside for easy access

% Colour coordinated to match your Amiga

The Control Centre has a RR.P. of £49,95,
but you can get one exclusively from AUl at the
special price of £44.95 (+£2.50 p & p). Why
pay more?!? Simply fill out the coupon and we
will rush you your personal A500 Control
Centre. Save space and save your Amiga
from harm!

save your

To: Amiga User International
40 Bowling Green Lane, London EC1R ONE

Please send me [] Amigo 500 Conirol Centre(s) at the special

price of £47.45 including VAT and p&p.

Please make cheques payable to Crofiward Lid, or debit my Visa
7 ar Access (0 Card No (indicate the account by marking the
appropriate box):

5 il T M T = 2

Please allow 28 days for delivery




Posibly the bet Ound Digitizeround?
In STEREO for the Amiga 500 and 2000.

.Records two tracks Simultaneously Full support for all hard disks

.Separate microphone input with built in .Support for RAM disks & VDO devices
amp .Works with all Amiga operating systems
Samples up to 42,000 samples per seco-nd, including 1.3 and the new Fast File System
20,000 samples persecond per channel in Listen to input through digitizer

stereo .Uses expanded memory where available,
Sliding input volume control up to SMb

.Ribbon Cable attaches to parallel port
.Easy to use software editor with many

Sampling rates up to 56,000 samples per
second if used with a 68020 processor and

features AudioMaster 1II software
Distributed By Applied Visions (UK), H.B.Marketing Ltd
Jersey Supreme Works, IVSVrook]l)yn Housid,_fl%] T{ljeB (73r7el§8
538-546 Whippendell Road, est Drayton, Middx :
Onl Watford, Herts, WD1 1QN, ¢ 0895444433
. Tel:0923 818078 Computer World,
£79,95 Eﬁ@ Salmiya - Salem Al-Mubark Street,
' SDL (UK) Ltd Al-Roumi Bldg - Mezzanine

Unit 10, Ruxley Corner Ind Est,  P.O.Box 1656 - Safat,

And all Ami . Sidcup-By-Pass, Sidcup, Kent 13017 - Kuwait,
nd all good Amiga Dealers. S0P d Tel: 01-309 0300 Tel:5735257

All CSA 68020 Turbo Products

are now available in the

MIDGET RACE For ONLY £29S5 Inc ?

CSA’s new 68020 Midget Racer Board for the Amiga A500, 1000, and 2000 supports a 68881 or
68882 co-processor at speeds up to 33MHz, and is available today.

FasTrack A2000 accelerator board with

68020 fitted. For £750 Inc.

CSA’s FasTrack Board is designed to fit nicely into the CPU slot of the Amiga 2000, and does not
require the removal of the 68000 in your machine. It comes complete with a slot for a 68881 or 68882

co-processor running at 12MHz to 33MHz These are avallable from us please phone for prlces

DragStrip 16 to 32 bit DRAM accel board with
Kickstart in Hi-speed 32 bit ROM. For £595 Inc

CSA’s DragStrip memory converter board is designed to interface directly to there FasTrack CPU
Board via CSA’s proprietary 32 bit V-Bus. DragStrip allows you to take advantage of our faster
processor boards without the high cost of 32 bit RAM. With an innovative and unique 16 to 32 bit
conversion technique CSA creates 32 bit memory from two off the shelf 16 bit memory boards.
Imagine being able to combine two of Commodores new 2 to 8 MB DRAM boards for up to 16 MB of
32 bit memory, with twice the performance! The board also features KickStart 1.3 in 32 bit ROM
which with Commodores A2090A hard drive controller allows AutoBooting.

For further information on these and all

other CSA products please call: In Europe. Advanced TeCh H()ldings
In the US.A. CSA Inc Jersey Supreme Works
7564 Trade Street 538-546 Whippendell
San Diego Road, Watford, Herts,
CA 92121 Tel:0923 817549

619-566-3911




Sixteen Bit Superdeals from the Sixteen Bit Specialists!
CUSTOMERS PLEASE NOTE! When comparing prices remember ours include fast delivery by courier

AMIGA A500 +
500 AIR MILES
£449

Air Miles pack includes everythingin our Amiga System 1 pack PLUS:

flight to Paris, Amsterdam or Brussels.

EXTERNAL DISK DRIVES
Amiga A10101 MEG £139.00
Cumana 1 MEG £99.95
NEC 1 MEG £89.95

* Spritz Paint Package * Allleads, manuals PLUS MOUSE and mains plug!

* Disk Wallet for 25 disks

* Star Ray .

* Who Framed Roger Rabbit Amiga AS00 System 2

* Nebulus . £385.00 ="

% PLUS 10 other free games worth £230 Amiga A500 System 1 plus over £280 wonh.of sohw_are, comprising
* PLUS 500 free Air Miles, that's enough for areturn 10 games and either Spritz or Photon Paint graphics package

Amiga A500 System 1
£365.00

inc Vat and Next Day Delivery
System 1 includes:
* Amiga A500 512K Keyboard with Built-in 1 Megabyte disk drive.
* Free TV modulator worth £24.99 allowing you to use the Amiga with a normal Tv.
* Amiga BASIC, Amiga EXTRAS, Workbench PLUS the Amiga Step by step Tutorial.

| NEW! AMIGA 1 MEG! £499.00 |

Announcing the new Amiga 1 meg - an A500 system 1 with fitied 1 megabyte memory expansion and clock
¢card PLUS TV Modulator AND DRAGON'S LAIR a six disk 1 meg megagame!

| AMIGA 1 MEG+ £519.00 |

Our Amiga 1 meg + aiso includes the £230 worth of games software normally iven
PRINTERS with our AS0O System 2 Games Pack.
Seikosha 80 column NLQ {inc tead) £139
Seikosha 80 column 24-pin LQ (inc lead) £279 MON'TORS
gg: tg:gg‘:ﬁ':;%}mg;f&:ﬁgc ¢ load ggg Commodore Amiga A1084 Stereo colour MONItOr INC 183G ....ccuuvuneereereeererreaecmsennne £269.00
ili I itor inc lead £249.00
Citizen 120D including interface lead ¢159 Philips CM8833 stereo colour monitor inc

Access

Aztec C Developer ., i Mailshot Plus .00 Photon Paint DrT's KCS .
Aztec C Professional ........£95.65 Newsletter Fonts £25.25 Exp. Disk £14.80 Dynamic Drums .. RING
Benchmark Power windows V2.5 .. 58.95 Dynamic Studio .. RING
Modula 2 ............ Project D 33.65 Hot 'n' Cool Jazz . £8.40
Benchmark € Lib Quarterba 42.00 Instant Music . .£21.00
Benchmark IFF Lib . Studio Fonts 25.25 Music studio £18.50
..£24, 1Mb 5.25° Drive . Superback .. .35 . Rin
A590 20 Mb Hard Drive ......Ring  1Mb 5.25" Drive + The Calligrap : -
Vortex 40Mb Hard Drive.. €544.99 PSU .. ... . ... . €133.99 Transformer Prism Plus .. :
X-Copy Professional .
El;ofé Baslc .... Pro Video CG1 . 8:43
-Seka 2 17.9
Lattice C V5 RAYS/GanpiL: Studio Magic £58.05
Lattice C+4 ..... Aegis Animagic Synthia .
Aegls Ultimate

Animator/mages .

Becker Text
Excellence ...

Aegis Impact ..
Aegis L.C.Action) .
Aegls Modeler 3D ....

Ashas Caligrafonts .
BA.D

Sound Tracker .................

Gizmoz V2.0
GOMF V3.0 .....

Designasaurus
Galileo ......

.£50.50
Kind Words 2 .. AD. o, £33.65 Ae;m
Micro Text B.B.C. Emulator .. .€4200 Vi eosc,?e ..
Protext ... Butcher 2 ... .£25.25 Aegis Video Titler
Protext Filer Climate ...... .£33.65 Comic Setter ......
Protext Office .. nus Ed Prof .. .£75.80 Comic Setter Clip Art ! ¢
Pro Wrhte V2.0 Diskmaster -£42.00 Deluxe Art Parts ., Video Wipe master ..
Text Pro... | Diskwick Deluxe Paint Il . Architechtural Design ...
Transcript £3365 City DeskV1.2. Disk 2 Disk .£33.65 Deluxe Paint it Fuiture Design
Word Perfect V4.1 Pagesetter . Dos 2 Dos .. £33.65 Deluxe Photolab . Human Design ... ABZ00 ...
Write & File Pagestram ... Enhancer (WB 1.3) £14.45 Deluxe Print ]l ..... Interlor Design ... Aesops Fabies
Professional FACCII ......... £25.25 Deluxe Productions . Footnots - Please sp Chicken Little .
Shakesp Fancy 3D Fonts £42,00 Deluxe Video ... or Videoscape. ConSoundTration
Flipside ....... £25.25 Design3D Descartes ........
£50.50
.£25.25
£59.95
.£25.25
£42.00
£25.95
50.50

Data Retrieve GOMF Button f sion Intelli

Micro Base . Absoft AC Basic . Grabbit Icon Paint .... . Little

Microfiche Fi Absoft AC Fortra .50 Interchange Movie setter Aegis Audiomaster £42.00  Match-1t ......
Microfiche Plus APL 68000 95 K-Gadget Page Flipper Aegis Audiomaster 2 .......£58.95  Math-A-Magician .
Superbase Pers: A-Rexx .€33.65 Lions Font Phaton Paint Aegis Sonix ..... 45 Math-A-Mation ....
Superbase Personal 00 Assemp, .£43.75 Mailshot . £18.50 Photon Paint Deluxe Music .. i

Superbase Prof ...

Please ring for prices/availability on any hardware/software/peripherals not listed. (Full price list on request)

Aegis Draw 2000 .
IntroCAD .....

Please make cheques/postal orders payable to SCC MAIL ORDER. All prices are inclusive of V.A.T.
All software delivered free (UK onty) Hardware/Peripheral Carrlage rates on request
ALL PRICES CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS All ftems subject to availability.

S.C.C. MAIL ORDER P | Tt

29 Crowtree Road, Sunderland SR1 3JU. Telephone: 091 565 5756

Critics Choice
Publishers Choice

Platinum ..o
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At last! Mark Smiddy raves over a new

standard-setting spreadsheet which looks

set to revolutionise business software

on the Amiga...

hen it comes to proper business
W software for the Amiga it is very

rare | can honestly say | have
come across a package which is almost
totally without faults. Plan/IT, a combina-
tion of a spreadsheet and database, is just
such a package. Although this is more ofa
preview than a full review, | hope to give
you just an inkling of how good this pack-
age is.

Plan/ITis supplied on asingle disk with
a238fullyindexed manual. Before discus-
sing the system itself, a word about the
documentation, which, like the software is
among the best | have ever come across.
Unlike many references of this genre,
Plan/IT’s manual is aimed at getting you
started quickly. Experienced users can
easily skip sections and beginners should
find it easy to follow. Each section is
finished with a summary of the points
discussed, soyou can easily keep track of
what you should know. After saying that, it
is unlikely experienced users will need to
consult the manual much!

“Plan/IT presents a
“standard” file selector
but makes no attempt to
list the files on the disk
unless you ask it to!”

The software can be run from Work-
bench or CLI depending on your prefer-
ence. Workbench users will be pleased to
note, Plan/IT saves icons for files and sets
the defaulttool. The upshot of thisis allyou
have to do is find the sheet you want and

double clickit - Plan/IT loads automatically.

Loading from the main program is so
well thought out it too deserves mention.
Plan/IT presents a “standard” file selector
but makes no attempt to list the files on
disk until you ask it to! This speeds the
operation immensely, because you can
enter the path and filename, then press
return to load it. If you specify an incorrect
name, Plan/IT responds by suggesting
you may have made a spelling error and
givesyouachancetotry again-nicetouch
that. The only problem with this requester
isitonly lists the devices DF0: to DF2: plus

W

DHO: and RAM:.. This should cover most
applications though.

Getting Started

Perhaps the biggest headache with all
spreadsheets - and databases come to
that - is setting them up. This is another
area where | can find no faults with Plan/IT
- it is very user friendly without getting
fresh. To this end, mundane operations
like the effect pressing Return has, have
been covered: it can have no effect; move
the cursor down or left. This eases data
entry considerably.

continbed on page 106
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[AMIGA PD |

The

PD Special
Edition -

Virus Killers

This month, Stuart Williams stalks virus makers

antics of a few warped individuals who

have inflicted various strains of so-
called computer ‘virus’ on the Amiga
world, a few public-spirited individuals
have put their programming skills to work
to enable you, the user, to ‘vaccinate’ your
Amiga and save you from at best consid-
erable irritation and at worst loss of valu-
able time and money. While there are
many Public Domain or Shareware ‘Virus
Killers’ around, most are only useful for
combating one or two of the early strains
of virus, such as the SCA or more recently
the Byte Bandit variation. Amongst the
more versatile paragons of programming,
three programs stand out as being practi-
cally essential to the streetwise Amiga
user looking to practice safe computing...

VirusX 3.20

Written by Steve Tibbett from Ontario,
Canada, VirusXis, inits latest incarnation,
truly the complete virus removal system!
Being a truly public spirited person, Steve
has released VirusX into the Public Do-
main (it remains copyright but is freely
redistributable).

Like previous versions, VirusX 3.20
can be used via CLI or Workbench in two
ways; either add it as a command to your
Startup-Sequence, inwhich caseitwillrun

I n response to the increasingly stupid

every time you boot, or run it from its icon
onthe Workbench. Whenrun, itwillopena
small window so you know it’s there, and
will display messages in it, indicating the
number of disks checked so far (it auto-
matically checks all drives as soon as a
disk is put in them), the number of disks
installed to dispose of avirus, and afull list
of viruses found and their numbers. it is

“If VirusX finds a boot
block it is suspicious
about, it will present the
user with a requestor
either warning him that
the disk has a virus (of
whatever type), or tell him
that the boot code is non-
standard.”

herethatyou see the true power of VirusX -
for not only is it able to diagnose the
various strains of the original SCA virus,
but also the infamous Byte Bandit, North
Star, Byte Warrior, Revenge, Obelisk, IRQ,
Pentacon Circle, and SystemZ ‘organ-

isms’!

Justincasethereis anew virus whichit
has not encountered before, the disk is
also checked for any non-standard fea-
tures. Most viruses are stored in the boot
sectors of a bootable Amiga disk; if the
disk has a non-standard boot sector, itis
either anew form of virus or itis acommer-
cial program (commonly a protected
game)whichuses thebootblocktobootin
a special way.

If VirusX finds a boot block it is suspi-
cious about, it will present the user with a
requester either warning him that the disk
has a virus (of whatever type), or tell him
that the boot code is non-standard. In
either case, heis given the option to either
ignore it, or to remove it by ‘ingtalling’ the
disk. Since this involves writinganewboot
sectortothedisk,be advised thatif youdo
this to many games, they will no longer
run! Care should therefore be exercised,
as with all virus killers. If the program gives
you the AmigaDOS window before run-
ning, you know it is safe to install that disk.
The boot code written back to the disk by
VirusX is the same boot code that the
AmigaDOS INSTALL uses.

There can be no doubt that every Ami-
ga user should have a copy of VirusX 3.20
or later, and you wil find that most PD
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FREE

BARRARIANT

sy

INCLUDES

FREE UK

DELIVERY

The Amiga 500 is one of a new breed of technologically
advanced computers, which are now emerging as the new
standard for home computing, based around the new Motorola
68000 chip. The A500 has 512K RAM and a tMbyte double
sided disk drive built-in. it can be connected directiy to a wide
ﬂ%ﬂ”“ range of monitors, or to a domestic TV set through a TV
e modulator. Designed with the user in mind, the A500 features a

Q"o‘ ' = user friendly WIMP environment and comes supplied with a free
mouse. And, when you buy your Amiga from Silica Shop, the

UK's No1 Amiga specialists, you will experience an after sales
service that is second to none, including a technical support
helpline and free newsletters and price lists. Return the coupon
- s below for our current information pack, which will give details of
FREE! - WIZBALL - by Ocean the Silica service and the very latest Silica Amiga offers. E&OE.

| I I : j l I l ‘ ' ‘ ' r l-i—ilm. l ‘ 1
] ]

lil.][ﬂlﬂ. It NIy
Betore you decide when 10 buy your new Commodore Amiga computer, f
2 Sugge:‘ faoe et very/cyareluliy e S ge compiles A500 Computer £399.99 | | when you buy the Amiga 500 from Silica Shop, you will not only
MANY companies who can offer you a compuler. a few peripherals and TV Modulat £24.99 get a high power, value for money computer, we will also give
the top ten selling titles There are FEWER companies who can offer a odauiator . you some spectacular free gifts. First of ali, we are now including
wide range of products for your computer as well as expert advice and H a TV modulator with every A500 stand alone keyboard, so you
help when you need i There 15 ONLY ONE company wno can prouce || PIOtON Paint £69.95 || can plug your Amiga straight into your TV at home (the
the largest range of Amiga related products in the UK. a full time Amiga modulator is not included with the A500+A1084S pack as it is not
specialist technical helptine and in-depth aller sales support. inciuding Tenstar Pack £229-50 required for use with monitors) Secondly, we hasa added a "e‘i
free newsletters and brochures delivered to your door lor as long as you Tl f Ph Paint d d y.h K h a2
require alter you purchase your computer Thal one company is Silica TOTAL RRP- £724 43 copy O oton Paint, an advanced graphics package with an
Shop We have been established in the home computer field for ten years ! iy RRP of £69 85. Last (and by no means least!), so that you can be {

and can now claim to meet our customers requirements with an accuracy LESS DISCOUNT £325.43 up and running straight away, we are giving away the sensational

and understanding wnich is second 1o none Here are just some of the TENSTAR GAMES PACK with every A500 purchased at Silica
things we can offer you - PACK PRIc NG Eagg Shop. This pack features ten top Amiga titles which have a
THE FULL STOCK RANGE: The largest range of Amiga VAT » combined RRP of nearly £230! Return the coupon tor details.

refated peripherals, accessories, books and software in the UK

AFTER SALES SUPPORT: The staff at Silica Shop are ' | | 1 } ' T f} . fl ' r
dedicated to help you o get the best from your Amiga. I 'l i k ‘ l \ I I F | L H | i I F
FREE NEWSLETTERS: Maited direct to your home as b A

soon as we print them, featuring offers and latest releases. A500 Computer £399.99 ;?/:;"s):ﬁgd ‘éyhgg”'wem;%if?g ::((!)g'aéhess é;:gg

FREE OVERNIGHT DELIVERY: On all naraware orders | | 1084S Colour Monitor EASCIGON| | make sure you get the besl Barbarian, Ut Warrior  £19.95

deal possible. That 1S why we

shipped to Silica Shop customers within the UK mainland. & are giving away the TENSTAR Buggy Boy £24.95
PRICE MATCH PROMISE: wWe will normally match our PhOton Palnt £69 95 GAMES PACK worth nearly lkari Warriors £24.95
compeitors offers on a 'same product same price’ basis TenStar Pack £229.50 sf:rg- Aast(’)z‘)‘;z‘rg‘és’;gﬁhimws: :‘;I\sanny Flggl ig;gg
e ercenary Com .
FREE TECHNICAL HELPLINE: Full time team of Amiga TOTAL RRP: £999.43 || e Tenstar Games Pack inc- 1ror0 OLVS p oh i

ludes ten tilles for the AS00,

LESS DISCOUNT £350_43 each individually packaged in Thundercats Eg:gg

But don't just take our word for it. Complete and return the its own casing with instructions. Wizball

Sty ket e | PACK PRICE i5: £649 || TOTAL RRP: £229.50,.23

N N INN N BN S . I S S e . .
To: Silica Shop Ltd, Dept AMUSR 07/89, 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Road, Sidcup, Kent DA14 4DX.

PLEASE SEND ME FREE LITERATURE ON THE AMIGA

Mr/Mrs/Ms: ... Initials: .. .... . Surname. ... . S o .

technical experts 1o help you with your technical queries.

I you already own an Amuga computer and would like to be registered on our mailing list as an
Amiga user, lel us know. We will be pleased to send you copies of our price lists and newsletiers
FREE OF CHARGE as they become avallable. Compiete the coupon and return it to our Sidcup
branch and begin experiencing @ speciakist Amiga sérvice Inat is second o none.

Address:

SIDCUP (& Mail Order) 01-309 1111
1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Road, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 40X
OPEN: MON-SAT 9arm - 5.30pm LATE NIGHT: FRIDAY Sam - 7pm
LONDON 1-580 4000
52 Tottenham Court Road, London, W1P OB,
OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30am - 6.00pm _ LATE NIGHT: NONE
LONDON 01-629 1234 ext 3914

Selfridges (1st floor), Oxford Street, London, W1A 1.
OPEN: MON-SAT Sarm - Gdapm LATE NIGHT: THURS‘DAY&!M o

........... .. Postcode:

Do you already own a computer
if so, which onedoyouown? . ... ... ..
------—-—--_—




® 512K Ram

® 4096 Colours
® Multi Tasking
® Mouse

N i
oM @ MTE
® ST \’:"}35. piskin \;‘ Nt with MOT
10 Blak = \aodulatd! ) "6 326
o @ M orth co
Lot gk ¥ n ABOYT

GRAPHICS HARDWARE
DIGIVIEW GOLD SUPER PIC

Digitise static colour imagesin [FF  Brand new product, realtime instant
fommat at al resolutions from 2t Colowr frame grabber from moving
4096 colours up to 840 x 400 mcmsm:bdumud\m
e P e
with B & W mode video camera, pors :

to digitise in colour) tecorder or video camera in a 50th of
gty £171 9,95 et arene o
Supports all Amiga resohutions
including Interlace and Overscen

PANASONIC ony £549.00

VIDEO CAMERA
High quality, high resolution mono
video camera. Ideal for digitising,

suppled with lens, mains powered MINIGEN
A :
ony £289.98 v vate bk o

CALL FOR DETALLS AND PRICES ~ 20umert ® mix graphics and
OF ILLUMINATED COPY STAND ~ ™OW00 petures

FOR VIDED CAMERA DIGMSING  MOVIE MAGIC AT ONLY ..
OF STILLS E.G. PHOTOGRAPHS,

GRAPHICS ETC. £113.85

ALL OUR AMIGA A500 PACKS CONTAIN MACHINES
WITH THE FOLLOWING STANDARD FEATURES

@ Built-in Speech Synthesis

® 1 Meg Disk Drive @ Two Operation Manuals

@ Operating System Disks

® All appropriate Connecting Cables

To substitute the MPS 1230 for another
printer in our range, simply deduct £139.95
and add the pnce of the altemative chosen,

Take our NEW Powerplay Pack 2 and add a
Commodore MPS 1230 printer for that
‘COMPLETE AMIGA HOME
ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM' OnN- At
To substitute the MPS 1230 for another

printer in our range, simply deduct 9
£138.95 and add the price of the 2

altemative chosen.

POWERPLAY PACK 4

Take our NEW Powerplay Pack 3 £
replace the games software with an W
extensjve business package . . . M

THE WORKS - Integrated w.p., mait siNESS
merge, spreadsheet, pro database, u U T
multicolour graphics etc., etc. AT J

B

If you thought Powerplay Pack 1
was good value just look at
our Powerplay Pack 2!

PACK 2 contains the super

""Powerplay Pack 1” plus a CBM 10848
colour monitor - See those games - Hear
those games . . . WITH ADDED REALITY!

(N.B. Powemlay Pack 2 doesn’t include a TV Modulator)

ACCESSORIES
TAILORED AMIGA
oust covers o £4.95
(Also available for most monitors/printers etc.)

JOYSTICKS . . .
ZIPSTICK SUPERPRO

Professional quality with that “Perfect Feel”,
autofire, 12 month wananty.

NEW LOW PRICE

£15.95

MICROBLASTER £12.95
COMMODORE . . .
A501 RAMPACK £139.95

Genuine CBM 512k EXTRA RAM with real time
clock does NOT invaidate Amiga warranty!

CBM 3.5 DS/DD £14.95

BLANK DISKS Call Tor quantity
Bax of ten blank disks A discounts!
BULK PACKED DISKS

Ten 3.5" DS/DD Disks £9_95
OR with library case £1 0_95

HARWOOD'S — THE NAME YOU CAN TRUST

ORDER BY PHONE-Simply call our 24hr Hotline
using your Access/Visa or Lombard Charge Card.
ORDER BY POST-Make cheques. bankers-building
society drafts or postal orders payable to GORDON
HARWOOD COMPUTERS (N.B. Personal or
business cheques require 7 days clearance from
date of receipt before despatch)
PAY AT YOUR BANK-f you wish to pay by Credit
Giro Transfer at your own bank, phone for details

FREE POSTAL DELIVERY goods in UK Mainland
(5-7 day delivery) OR COURIER SERVICE - Add
£5 per major item next working day delivery
UK Mainiand (Orders nommally despatched on

day of receipt of payment or cheque clearance

B &3

COMPARE OUR SERVICE

After you've purchased from Harwoods we'll
still be here to completely satisfy you should
any problems arise.

L ?’ 12 MONTH WARRANTY - If goods prove to be
; faulty within 30 days of purchase they will be
.= replaced with A NEW UNIT. For the remainder of
the Guarantee Period, all warranty repairs will be
made FREE OF CHARGE!
;;’ COLLECTION FACILITY-Any faulty computer or
monitor witl be collected from your home FREE OF
“*  CHARGE within this Guarantee Periodi!
§ FULL TESTING PROCEDURE-AIll computers are
7. thoroughly tested prior to despatch.

CREDIT TERMS

Gordon Harwood Computers are licensed brokers
and facilities to pay using our Budget Account
Scheme are offered on most items. APR 35.2%
12-36 month credit sale terms are available to most
adults, simply phone or write and we will send written
details along with an application form. {Applications
are required in advance.)

Examples quoted are based on 36 months
* with no deposit, although, credit terms may
be tailored to your needs.




PRINTERS

All printers in our range are dot matrix and include
the following features . . .

Standard centronics parallel port for direct connection
to Amiga, PC's, ST, Archimedes etc. Tractor and friction
paper feeds.

CITIZEN 120D Full 2 year warranty
Very reliable low cost printer, interchangeable interfaces
available for RS232 or Serial type for CBM64 etc.  £149.95
COMMODORE MPS 1230

Manufactured by Olivetti, built in dual Centronics and 64 type
serial interfaces. Connects to C64/128/16/+4 and
Amiga etc. £139.95
STAR LC10D MOND

Multiple font options fram front panel, excellent paper handling.
C64/128 version available. £199.95
STAR LC10 COLOUR

Colour version of the popular LC10, allowing the effect of full
colour on screen dumps (requires colour printer driving
softwarej. C64/128 version available. £238.95

DATA STORAGE DEVICES

30 MEGABYTE A500 HARD DISK

Real power for your Amiga A500, connects directly through
sidecar expansion bus. Ultra-reliable, built-in power supply
and fan, styled to match your Amiga A500.

MEGA STORAGE
@ AT ONLY

includes 1 yr. repla y FREE, optional 2 yr. available
Also available 50 mb version £475

VORTEX 40 MEGABYTE HARD DISK
New concept in hard disk storage. Buy your hard disk and

add optional _modules fo link to a variety of computers. STAR LC 24 10
Modules available for AMIGA A500, A1l Dﬂp, Amstrad 24 Pin version ‘of the popular LC series with exceptional letter
PCW, IBM PC/PS 2 and shortly for the Amiga A2000. print quatity. £349.95

Module contains through port and twin connectors for
multiple hard disks.

FOR A500
£54 MODULE
HARD DISK
CUMANA DISK DRIVES

CAX 354 CAX 1000
3.5” 2nd Drive 5.25" 2nd Drive

£94.95 £129.95

10 FREE BLANK 0ISKS 10 FREE BLANK DISKS

FREE! PRINTER CABLES

To connect to a variety
of computers
(Please state type when ordering)

AWARD MAKER PLUS £39.95

(Worth £10.95) (Worth £9.95) landscape or portrait
PROFESSIONALPAGEV1.2  £229.95 X-CAD DESIGNER
SA VE M ON E Y The utimate in full colour Amiga DTP packages. Perfect start in computer-aided design.
SAVE DATA!

4> 24HR ORDER LINE-0773 836781

M1
NORTH

1 461 Chustertieia
HARWOOD \
South

Computers
HIGH STREET
ALFRETON

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM

Please call to see us where our full range of
advertised products AND MORE is on sale. We
will be only too pleased to demonstrate any item
of hardware or software and a host of peripherals
and accessories.

REMEMBER WE ARE NOT JUST

ANOTHER MAIL ORDER COMPANY
All prices are what YOU PAY, and there are
NO HIDDEN EXTRAS. VAT & Postage are included A%
and are correct at time of going 10 press.
E. & O.E. Offers subject to availability and are currently
advertised prices.

NING TIMES: Mon - Sat9am - 5.30pm
Weds am - Tpm. Sun Closed

M1
SOUTH

lAGlU&

Ripley

Creates certificates and awards in a variety of ~ PUBLISHERS CHI!':CE {
styles, then prints out in black or colow, The package contains ‘Kindwords V2, ‘Pagesetier  [ntegrated w.p., mal i Soreishast
VIZ, Ariets Choes el The HoaB. . genpens Mo

WE STOCK A VAST RANGE OF SOFTWARE - T0OO MUCH TO LIST HERE - AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
FOR A WHOLE RANGE DF COMPUTERS AND GAMES CONSOLES, PHONE US NOWA!

MONITORS
COMMODORE 10848

Manufactured by Philips, 14” High Resolution Colour,
Stereo Speakers. Aflows full use of your Amiga’s 80 column
text display and High Resolution or Mutti-Colour Graphics
Modes.

AMAZING
L £ 239
AT ONLY q
PHILIPS CM 8833 2‘

14" stereo colour monitor with anti-glare tube and green
screen switch for even better clarity of text!

SUPER
W £239
AT ONLY

FREE LEADS!

1084S - Supplied with leads for Amiga, C64,
C128 and standard colour IBM PC compatibles.

CM 8833 - Please specify your computer for
correct FREE connection leads.

AEGIS VIDEO TITLER £99.95
Use with Genlocks, e.g. Minigem etc.

£8985  ryr woRKS £79.95

£30.95  WORKBENCH 1.3 £14.95
Latest version of Amiga 0.S.

GORDON
HARWOOD
HARWOOD

Gommz@%

GORDON HARWOOD COMPUTERS
DEPT AU | - 69-771 HIGH STREET
ALFRETON - DERBYS - DE5 7DP
Tel: 0773 836781 Fax: 0773 831040
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NEW SOFTWARE
ARRIVING DAILY
PHONE NOWI!

BUSINESS & UTILITY
SOFTWARE AVAILABLE:

HARDWARE

A500 + TVModulator  £345
10848 Monitor £220
AS500 + 1084S £569

Full range of hardware
available — New and
secondhand

Quickshottll Turbo8 £8.95
Pro 5000 £11.00
Starprobe £11.00
Mouse Mats £4.50
10Blank Discs (3.5) £12.50

SOFTWARE
£13.50

Afterburner
Bombjack
Chuckie Egg
Crazy Cars ||
Double Dragon
Espionage
Firepower
Flying Shark
Galactic Conqueror
K+

Menace
Mini-Golf
Pacmania

=
WE SPECIALISEIN

SOFTWARE IMPORTS
WHY WAIT MONTHS FOR
SOFTWARE YOU CAN
ORDER NOW

Mail Order Prices Only

All Computer Prices are being
savagely slaughtered!!!

Phone NOW for amazing deals:

Techno Cop
Trivial Pursuit i
Zoom

£15.95

Amiga Gold Hits
Archon Collection
Alien Syndrome

Art of Chess

Battle Chess
Bombuzal

Bards Tale 1

Bards Tale 2
Corruption

Carrier Command
Collosus Chess
Chessmaster 2000
Dungeon master (1 meg)
Daley Thompsons
Elite

Fusion

Ferrari Formula One
Firezone

Fish

Fernandez Must Die
Gunship

Garrison li

Heroes of the Lance
Hostages
Interceptor

AMT

512k

EXPANSION
BOARDS (With Clock)

Jnt

409

MEMORY UPGRADE

01 760 0274

ONE MEGABYTE DRAMS AVAILABLE ... PLEASE PHONE

01-760 0274

Joan of Arc

Legend of the Sword
Lombard RAC Rally
Manhattan Dealers
Mortville Manor
Mindfighter
Operation Wolf
Obliterator
President is Missing
Roger Rabbit

Space Harrier
Speed Bail
Starglider |l
Superman

Starray

Sword of Sodan
Thunderbiade
World Tour Golf
Zany Golf

£19.50

Chronoquest
Dreamzone

Falcon

Hybris

King of Chicago
Rocket Ranger
Test Drive Il

T.V. Sports Football
Three Stooges

GA

256K DRAMS

£6.50 EACH
FOR USE WITH

£49.50

Deluxe Photolab
Deluxe Video
Peluxe Music

SECONDHAND BARGAINS
A500 + Modulator £300
EasylDrawingBoard  £199

WANTED DEAD OR ALIVE
A500S Monitors etc.
GOOD PRICES PAID

NEW RELEASES:- AMIGA

£19.50

Personal Nightmare
Fire Brigade
Journey

Shogun

£13.50

Airball

Road Blasters
DNA Warrior
Baal

Fourth & Inches
LED Storm

Idregons Domain
Emmanuel
Motor Massacre
Dugger
Mayday Squad
Fright Night
Breach
Voyager
Danger Freak
Kick Off
Robocop
Grand Monster Slam
Vindicators

£15.95

Balance or Power
Kennedy Approach
Space Quest 2
Gauntlet 2
Batman

Hotball

Scary Mutant
Sword of Sodan
Victory Road
Joan Of Arc

Bio Challenge
Stag

Populous

Trained Assassin
Micro Soccer
Demons Winter
Deja Vu 2

Sorceror Lord
Battletech

Gold Rush
Running Man
Battle Hawks 1942
Black Cauldron
Archipelagos

Type of Computer:..........

PLEASE SEND ME THE
FOLLOWING ITEMS:

ITEM: AMOUNT:
POST + PACKAGING_____
TOTAL:
®
Name:
Address:
Telephone:

3sSQ.

per
please

Full range of Hardware & Soft-
ware for all popular machines
at discount prices. Cheques &
postal orders made payable to:
SABRE COMPUTER DISCOUNT
CENTRE, 5 The Parade, Mead
Place, Croydon, Surrey CRO

Prices include p&p within the
UK., Europe Please add £1.00
item. Hardware (U.K.)
add £5.
(Europe) please add £10.

Hardware




INC. VAT

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA, ESSEX S$S2 5DD
Computer Packs Tel: (0702) 618455

The Computer Factory ALLPRICEs

UNIT 18A, GRAINGER ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

Amiga 500 + Modulator + Free 10 game software pack

(worth over £225) £399.99
Amiga 500 + Modulator + Air Miles pack which includes:-

Sprite paint package

Easy disk walliet

3 games worth over £70

500 free air miles £499.99
Amiga 500 + Modulator + A501 RAM expansion + Dragons
Lair £549.99
Amiga + 1084S stereo medium resolution colour
monitor + lead £649.90
Amiga 2000 + keyboard +free 10 game software
pack {worth over £225) £1489.25
MONITORS
Amiga 1900M 12" mono monitor — green screen
— includes lead for Amiga/PC £99.00
Phillips CM8833 14" med, res, colour monitor
— 2 speaker — stereo on Amiga — inc lead £314.95
PRINTERS DOT MATRIX
Seikosha SP-180A1 9 pin — 80 col — 100CPS (Draft)
— 16 cps (NLQ)-F/T-14K buffer £205.85
Amiga MPS 1250 9 pin — 80 col — 120CPS (Draft)
— 24 cps (NLQ)-F/T inc lead £149.99
PERIPHERAL PACKS
Pack 1:- A1010 Disk Drive, A501 $Mb RAM Board &
Superbase Personal £359.97
Pack 2:- A1010 Disk Drive, MP5 1230 Printer &
Textcraft + £429.07
Pack 3:- A301 $Mb RAM Board, MPS 1230 Printer &
Superbase Personal £439.97
Pack 4:- A1010 Disk Drive, A501 {Mb RAM Board,
MPS 1230 Printer & Superbase Personal £589.96

Please contact (0702) 618455

Many other packages on offer. For further information on
Computers, Monitors, Printers, Peripherais, Software, Books Etc.

Contact (0702) 618455

COMPUTER REPAIRS: All types of home computers:- Commodore, Amstrad,
Sinclair Etc. Price from £7 inc VAT & P&P. 3 month guarantee

AXAGRAFIX

Commodore approved

Amiga 2000 Business Dealer
Consultancy dealer training
A2000 sales & support
animation/computer art expertize
second to none. Look for our

review of Sculpt 4D and art work in this issue of ST

AMIGA Format.
SCULPT 4D

ANIMATORS APPRENTICE

PRO VIDEO PLUS

ALL ABOVE PRODUCTS INCLUDE A

TRAINING COURSE

Subject to conditions of sale
Upgrades are supplied for both hardware and software when
purchased from Axagrafix subject to availability

F-Basic / source level d-bugger

Cygnus Ed, W shell, Arexx, Forms in Flight

Digi View GOLD, Movie Maker,
Page Flipper FX

CMI Accelerator Board 14MHZ, Pro Genlock (8806)
Combine RGB, Videoscape 3d, Modeler 3d
Hurricane Accelerator Board, CSA Accelerator Boards.
All above software and hardware receives our HOTLINE support

34 Boscobel Close, Holmer Lake,

Stirchley, Telford, Shropshire

West Midlands 0279 730020 or 0952 591432

SEVENTEEN BIT

“That bit better
than the rest’”’

Following the incredible success of the 17Bit PD starter
pack, we are proud to present the best value-for-money PD
Pack yet available for the Commodore Amiga.

QUICKSTART 3

This amazing PD pack is designed to give the new user
or first time PD buyer the very best possible start.
There's simply no better way of finding out about
Public Domain programs and Seventeen Bit Software.

CONTENTS

Disc 1 — Our very own disc-magazine that is
produced by us for our members. Contains a startling
selection of programs, artwork, utilities, programs,
demos, music & articles and has been hailed as THE
BEST magazine on a disc available anywhere. Try it if
you don’t believe it!!

Disc 2 — An exclusively compiled disc for this pack
containing some superb PD/Share-ware programs
such as CLI Wizard (Reviewed in Amiga User) and the
brilliant Directory Master. This disc also contains
three great PD games — Gravvattack, Invaders &
Tiles.

Disc 3 — Another specially compiled disc for this pack
containing some terrific examples of Amiga graphics,
sound, animation & music. Includes the amazing
Boing Machine animation, DOC Demons Demo and
four great pieces of amazing Amiga music.

ALL THIS PLUS MEMBERSHIP TO
17BIT FOR ONLY £5!! (p&p inc)

This offer should NOT be missed, take your
opportunity NOW, if you are only going to try
PD once — make sure its from 17Bit!

This offer is backed with a money-back
guarantee if you are not entirely satisfied
with the pack — we aim to please!

The discs included in these packs have been exclusively
compiled by us for this offer.
WARNING! 17BIT ARE THE ORIGINAL DISTR!IBUTERS OF A
GREAT DEAL OF THE AMIGA PD NOW AVAILABLE, WE
KNOW ABOUT OUR DISCS, OTHERS MAY NOT DO SO.

SEVENTEEN BIT
__ SOFTWARE
wids PO BOX 97 ===

WAKEFIELD WF1 1XX
Tel: 0924 366982

ALL ORDERS DESPATCHED PROMPLTY BY
FIRST CLASS MAIL. INTERNATIONAL
ORDERS WELCOME, ADD £1 IF OUTSIDE
UNITED KINGDOM.
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conlinued from page 48

libraries, users groups or bulletin boards
with Amiga sections should have it by
now.

KV (Kill Virus)

The IRQ Virus is one of the latest Amiga
Viruses. This is an unusual one, in thatiit is
NOT found in the boot block, but attaches
itself to executable programs. It normally
attacks the C:DIR command, but it will
also look at your startup sequence and
attach itself to the first executable prog-
ram found in this!

“The only way this Virus
could possibly spread via
modem is though
deliberate sabotage,
(unless the Sysop actually
DID have the program as
the first thing in his
startup-sequence before
sending it to you).”

The only way this Virus could possibly
spread via modem is through deliberate
sabotage, (unless the Sysop actually DID
have the program as the first thing in his

startup sequence before sending it to
you). The IRQ virus is basically a harmless

joke, andwill not killcommercial programs
or cause arly damage - except to your
nerves! Allit does is change the title bar of
the first CLI window when you boot, and it
will try to write to any disk inserted - thus
bringing up the "Volume is write pro-
tected” requester whenever you insert a
write protected disk. Fear not if you have
Kickstart 1.3, as this virus will not work in
1.3 - simply giving "Software Error’ re-
questers if you run an infected program.

While VirusX 3.20 willremove IRQ from
RAM, and will allow you to repair the first
file in the startup-sequence if infected, it
will not detect allinfected files on adisk -a
small program by Dan James called KV or
"KillVirus"is needed for this, and this prog-
ramwill check awhole directory’s worth of
files for IRQ infection. This is a no-frills
program and simply gets on with the job.
You will often find it included in the same
ARChive file as VirusX 3.20, and it is avery
useful partner in the war against digital
disease!

Guardian 1.2

Guardian 1.2 is the Shareware predeces-
sor of the Guardian 1.3 commercial virus
protection system - unlike the average
Virus Killer, this program is intended to be
installed as a memory resident program
which will hang around in the background
and inform you if an infected (or non-
standard) disk inserted in is inserted into
the Amiga, showing the suspect boot

block in ASCII form on screen for you to
examine. At this point, you will be offered
the option to wipe out the virus by install-
ing the disk in the usual way, and to
remove it from memory if itis lJurking there
at ExecBase.

Interestingly, Guardian shows its pre-
sence after initial booting (you include the
Guardian command in your Startup-
Sequence) by adding its name to the
Workbench ‘hand’ requestgraphic shown
after a reset. Sadly, Guardian 1.2 will not
work with Kickstart 1.3, but | understand
that the latest commercial version, Guar-
dian 1.3, will work with the latest operating
system.

Guardian 1.2 is well worth having as an
automatic backuptoregularuse of VirusX,
but of course Kickstart 1.3 and later users
will need to purchase the commercial
version of Guardian. Fortunately, VirusX
3.20 is suitable for use under the 1.3
environment.

Guardian 1.2 should be found in all the
PD libraries, and most Amiga bulletin
boards and user groups should have it
available.

If you have all three of these programs
on your disk, VirusX 3.20, KV and Guar-
dian, you should finally be able to feel safe
from ali those nasty digital diseases out
there! One good word of advice: do not
leaveittillitis toolate - seek them out now!

S.W.

Amiga P.D. Software Disks

Accessories

Staffs, B79 7DL. Tel: 0827 59566

£2.50 each or £19.99 for 10 including plastic box
KNIGHT DEMO® 53 FASHION MEGA DEMO 05 AMICUS #14 37 MERSEY D1 207 ELITE DEMO
SNWATOR RPPRENTICE" 54 LORDSAMONEY 0B AMICUS #19 8 VORTEX T DEMU 208 SLOESHOW # 10 1 114
35 TOILET PAPER AD (15) 07 SUDESHOW #3 BN EMO 209 REPTILLIA
TR OF ConFusion 5 SUDEOW 41 08 SLIDESHOW 44 AORT 48 MECAOEMO 210 RPPING YARNS 2
HORROR D 57 SUIDESHOW #2 09 FAUG #26 61 VARIOUS #1 711 REVOLUTIONS
i 58 POP MUSIC DEMD 110 FAUG #58 62 GRAVATTACK 212 DIGITA DEMOS
VIDEQ EFFECTS 30° 59 HOLSTEN PILS AUG #50 EQUINDXE 513 SOUNDS
UGLY MUG DEMO 60 1AN & MIC DEMO 1 AUG 464 64 SPACFWRITE 214 COMIC PiCS
ROADBLOCK 61 SAFE SEXDEM GOLDFISH 41 65 DELIRIOUS 1A 215 DEREK & CLIVE A
N 82 MIAMIVICE # 1 GOLDFISH #2 66 DELIRIOUS 18 216 DEREX & CLIVE B
EVERYINCHALADY (15)  GIMIAMIVICE #2 & GOLDFISH #3 67 DELIRIOUS 24 217 DELUXEPAINT ART Inc Labels
15 TRACER DEMos 28 WAM VICE ¥4 FaH 453 SR VAROUS 42 Pe LN s e -
BLACK LABEL DEMOS 66 ICON DISK FISH 465 70 SLIDESHOW #9 320 WALKER DEMQ 100% Cenlfled D/ S D/D 135tpi
SIANERS DENO DISK BT RON DM SH #87 71 NOW MUSKC #4 721 WALKER DEMO B
HAEL JACKSON 88t 20 £ISH # 106 72 NOW MUSIC #6 222INTROS #7 10 100
PR A hos 32 Womebtwen pevos 18H 4111 73NOWMUSIE #7 573 INTROS #8
JUNGLE COMMAND 70 INSTRUMENTS # ISH # 120 SONIX JUKEBOX # 224 INTROS #9 £g 95 £45 00 £84 00
PET SHOP BOTS 77 NRTROMENTS 42 1SH #126 SOMIX JUKEBOX ~a 295 UTILITIES #6 .
DIGIEW # 72 RGB & FOCUS® 3H #137 SONIX JUKEBOX # 228 UTILITIES #7
Dicsed Sbunps 73 JEWELS COLLEGTION PD GAMES DISK #2 SONIK JUKEROX i) 277 V42 MEGADEMO
PUASEN SLDESHOW 74 SONIX JUKEBOX #2 ISK ITIES # 278 LEVEL | MEGADEMO
JUGGLER & DEMOS 75 PHENOMENA DISK 27 SONIX JUKEBOX #3 URCHIER 79 BUNSEN BURNER .
NEMES!S 78 MERLINS DISK SONIX JUKEBOX #2 UTILMES #6 NOW MUSIC #9 Disk Boxes
HEWTEKDISK 1 77 RATT DEMOS SONIX JUKEBOX ¢5 INTROS #3 NOW MUSIC # 10
BB o TEh, SN i, L T
nn MATIONS # 8 SONIX CLASSICS INTROS #5 NORTHSTAR MEGADEMOB | 3.5" disk box holds40.......cocovvvvvenen..
Gaehs fiteewo  GIGHR, MMM BSGRN sk box olds 80
T o R R ontde 120,
1 G i R e e e
BEST OF AMICUS #2 87 SAMANTHA FOX DEMO DIGITISED SOUNDS FOR SDNIX 1 BOWIE DEMO 41 MICRODEAL MICROMIX Possodeluxediskbox ...................
38 BEST OF AMICUS #3 88 PAMOUS PD HACKS TRACY CHAPMAN DEMO 52 BOAROWALK #1 4 WAL KERDEMO PREVIEW" holds 1
BEST OF AMICUS #2 89 DEF, OF CROWNDEMO 141 PD GAMES #3 BOARDWALK #2 WALKERDEMO 1* olds 150
ROTBALLS® MAZING DEM 142 UTILITIES #1 1.4CS MEGADEMO 44 MIAMI VICE REMIX
PLUG HOLE DEMODISK 31 AMAZING DEMOS #2 14 # 35 CLASSIC DEMO 45 INTROS 411
G 42 g Mwa‘l?s[l’cs ’/4[115 #3 }“ gﬂblgésﬂso\:laxs 97 TRI%%LLAEBD%EM%O # i HELRL%%IEEN DISK A Joystick/m e extension lead £4.95
s AR ah FLLMATES | s matsoft. redarey orblue . £3.95
e L T B B s (5o qsktvacoanat
e gial, SRS, Riliee  GEREERTTT |35 Oskdmecanerkt.oo £0.99
48 MONOPOL 100 MUSIC INTROS #2 152 WORKBENCH 1.3 GAMMA 204 SONIX JUKEBOX 41 254 THE DGC DEMO Printercables 1.2m
49 TIFFANY DEMO 101 MUSKC WTRGS 3 1 0ISK 205 MEGAFORCE MUSIC 295 COMPACT L F . 0
50 ML 102 DIGIVIEW # 154 PD ADVENTURES 206 LUX0® 256 SHED DEMOS Printer3.0m......cccooevmviirerercnieeen
57 INTRO DISK 103 DIGIVIEW #3 155 CRYPTOBURNERS * eg or more onty
22 SERNA S 19 104 AMICUS #6 16 PD GAMES #4
% All4Disks Required
ALL PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE AND PACKING IN U.K. ALL ITEMS CARRY A 12 MONTHS NO QUIBBLE GUARANTEE.
LATEST LISTS SENT WITH EVERY ORDER OR SEND S.A.E. STOCKS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. E&OE.
CHEQUES AND POSTAL ORDERS MADE PAYABLE TO: ALL PRICES INCLUDE V.A.T.
® ®
m a g n e tlc m e dla 1 Victoria Arcade, Aldergate, Tamworth,
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Amiga C
for Beginners

bacus - Data Becker are con-
Atinuing to expand their range of

Amigabooks and the latest addi-
tion, Amiga C for Beginners, looks likely
to enhance their existing reputation still
further. The book, which is written by
Dirk Schaun, addresses the problem
that most C books do not deal with -
namely learning about C on aCommod-
ore Amiga computer!

The first two chapters of the book
provide the reader with a nice gentle
introduction. Differences between
compiled "and interpreted languages
are dealt with and an overview is given
of the Amiga environment together with
explanations of the relationships be-
tween, editors, compilers and linkers.

Chapter 3 shows you how to create
yourfirstC program. The example takes
you through all the stages involved and
includes details of the use of both the
Lattice and Aztec compilers. The exam-
ple provides a step by step account of
what needs to be done and even inclu-
destips on whattodoif yougetanyerror
messages. This is quite simply one of
the best ’beginners accounts’ that I've
seen to date.

In the next three chapters we begin
tolearnabitaboutthe Clanguageitseif -
functions, statements, printing text,
adding numbers etc., are all covered, as
is the use of program loops and con-
ditional testing. All of the topics dealt
with will be familiar to anyone with any
Basic experience and each topic is
dealt with in away which will make most
readers feel very comfortable. The aim
is to provide a grasp of the essentials
needed so that you can actually do
some programming without becoming
either disheartened or overwhelmed by
being presented with too much techni-
cal information too soon. The approach
works and these early chapters provide
an easy toread ’introductory C tutorial’
containing useful examples and lots of
help.

Chapters 8 and 9 contain the first
real signs thatyou are nolonger working
with a beginners language. Chapter 8
introduces the concept of a 'data type’
and the ideas behind 'type conversion’
using the 'cast’ operator (this enables a
C programmer to force data-type reas-
signments when necessary).

By thetimeyouhaveread thisfaritis
likely that you will have already written
and compiled quite a few of the simple
examples provided. Out of necessity
the next few chapters deal with areas of
C which will be less familiar to a lot of
readers.

C'’s pre-processor facilities and the
use of #define and #include directives
are dealt with together with the some-
what odd shorthand syntax that the C
language allows. Additional short chap-
ters explain parameter passing to C
functions, arrays, pointers, storage
classes etc.

The last chapters of the book deal
withsuch things as complex datatypes,
arrays of pointers, declarations and lib-
rary macros.

This is more the type of stuff you get
in the standard C books but it is quite
well presented for the beginner and the
material is always explained in context.
The beginner will have trouble with
these topics, but Dirk Schaun tries hard
to avoid cluttered explanations - he
avoids delving toc deeply into these
particular areas and this is as it should
be for a book of this nature,

Towards the very end of the book
there are more Amiga tips. CLI and non
CLI window input/output is dealt with
together with notes about the differ-
ences between WorkBench and CLI
based programs.

There are some details about Intui-
tion programming and example prog-
rams for opening screens/ windows etc.
The author makes a point of mentioning
that the Amiga’s Intuition interface is
very complex and that because of this it
is only possible to provide some intro-
ductory guidelines. Nevertheless the
few example programs which are dealt
with provide useful starting points for
further study and are well worth looking
at in detail.

I don’t think you learn about C or the
Amiga from any one book, so | wouldn’t
suggest this is the only book you’ll need
to learn C on the Amiga. | do think
however that this is one of the best
books | have come across recently and
wouldn’t hesitate torecommend it - itis
abook that you can both learn from and
enjoyreading. The author does not treat
the reader as an idiot and you can tell
fromthe waythatit has been writtenthat
he is both interested and competent in
the areas that he is writing about.
Although the book is aimed at the be-
ginner it is worth mentioning that the
last few chapters are actually well worth
reading by anyone who is working with
the Amiga - and that includes compe-
tent C programmers as well!

Suggested Retail Price $19.95

The examples within the book are
available separately on an optional
program diskette.

‘Learning to
Program in C’

by N. Kantaris

his is one of the 'Bernard Babani’
I range of computer books. It is a
fairly short, but quite useful, intro-
duction into the world of C programming
which covers all of the topic areas that are
of interest to a beginner. It is not aimed at
Amiga users as such but it does neverthe-
less provide a concise and well priced
introduction to the subject.
Learning to Program in C by Noel
Kantaris.
Published by Bernard Babani
{publishing) Ltd.
ISBN 085934 203 4

Price £4.95 P.A.O.

AS00

Control
Centre
Winner

Congratulations to Mr T.
Beer of Portishead, Avon,
for correctly answering
the competition questions
in the January issue of AUT
to win a super sturdy A500
Control Centre. Mr Beer, a
long-time subscriber to
AUI, told us that this was
the first thing he has ever
won.

You too can win a fan-
tastic prize from AUI ~-see
this month’s competition
on page 112!
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" DR. OXIDE SLICES PRICES!

DR OXIDE Probably the most handsome
dealer in the world.

Comp-U-Save’s cost-cutting clinicianis at it again!
This month Dr. Oxide, a bargain-basement surgeon if
ever there was one, offers the industry’s lowest prices
on hardware and software, plus special deals on
products available only through Comp-U-Save!

BUILD YOUR OWN HARD DRIVE KITS!

5%" powered hard drive chassis with fan
3'2" powered hard drive chassis with fan

and you're ready to Rock and Roll!
Call tor SCSI hard drive prices

AMIGA PUBLIC DOMAIN
OVER 800 DISKS!
Largest Amiga PD Library in the World!
also C-64 & C-128 — Amiga PD — $4.00 each
Write for Free Catalogue

EXTERNAL SLOT EXPANSION FOR
AMIGA 500 and 1000

Now you can use most of the expansion cards designed for the 2000-hard
disk controllers, 2/4/8 meg RAM cards, A2088 Bridgeboard, etc. Use low
cost IBM compatible expansion cards already supporting a wide range of
business and scientific applications. Designed to work with auto config-
urable cards. Meets Zorro Bus and Amiga 2000 Bus electrical specifica-
tions. Available exclusively through Comp-U-Save!

“THE INTERN 500" 2 — A2000 slots — 9>
“THE INTERN 1000” 2 — A2000 slots — g\°
with power $199.00

DR. OXIDE INTRODUCES “THE SURGEON"’!

8 slots for your A500 or A1000!

4 — A2000 slots
3 — AT slots
1 — XT slots .
With power — case and one drive bay.
Will work with new AT bridge board

$585.00

only $120.00 each

1000 or 500 SCSI interfaces with
passthru and software for

$145.00
All you need is a SCS! hard drive

A\}

Amiga Hard Drives 500 - 1000 - 2000
20 Meg-$585 32 Meg—$699.99 48 Meg—$799.99
With Controller Software

Amiga External Drive $139.99
Only Uses Half the Power of 1010 — with Pass thru

New — Amiga Replacement Mouse - 3 Buttons $42

Comp-U-Save

410 Maple Avenue, Westbury, NY 11590

In NY State (516) 997-6707 (Tech Support)

Outside NY State (800) 356-9997 (Orders Only)

Kk Trackball .......... ..., $45.00
* Plastic Diskbank (Holds 120 3.5 in. Disks) ..... $14.99
* Copy Arm (HeavyDuty) ................... $29.99
* MouseMat (Fabric) ...................... $ 5.00
% MouseMat (Teflony ...................... $11.00
* Gender Changers — All Types ................ Call
* Static Mat (23.5x255in.) ...............-. $24.00
* Rapid Fire Joysticks . ..................... $12.00
% Printer Buffer (32K-512K) . ................... Call
+ RF Modulator (A1000) .................... $14.99
* A/BSwitch(Ser.) ........coovniiin .. $13.99
* A/BSwitch(Par.) .............. . ..., $14.99
* A/B/C/DISWItCh .. ... . e $29.99
* CrossoverBox .............. e $39.99
% Cables 500 — 1000 — 2000 .................. Cali
* Teak Diskbank (holds 150 3.5 in. disks) ....... $39.99
* Teak Diskbank (holds 200 5.25 in. disks) ...... $39.99
+* The Library (holds 80 3.5in.disks) ........... $19.99
* Floppy Wallets (Many Sizes) ................. Call
* 3.5in DS/DD Disks (Bulk) ................ $1.25 ea.
% 5.25in. DS/DD Disks (Bulk) ............... $.39ea
% Books — All Titles 20% Off . .................. Call
* Memory 512K —8Megs ..................... Call
* We carry tons of hardware and software
for the Amiga. Call for prices.
We welcome dealer inquiries on all our products.

You’ll save £’s
if you buy in $’s
Buy from USA & Save!

FAX (516) 334-3091




DIAMOND COMPUTER SYSTEMS LTD

0703-338933

SPECIAL OFFER AMIGA B2000 £599.00 INC VAT
N.B. PART EXCHANGE YOUR AMIGA 500

ALL AMIGAS GENUINE UK MACHINES

B2000 PACK. B2000 P/EX. AMIGA 2000 PRODUCTS

B2000 Superpic.

Philips 8833 monitor B0 - ip e e b Phone GenlocK....c.coceiiirrienanees Phone Unixcard........

XT Bridgeboard 8MBRAMBoard.... £399  FlickerFixer ......covecvveeiennns £259 68020CoPro

32MB PC/Amiga Hard Disk AT Bridgeboard...... .. Phone 2nd31/2intdrive. .£59 B2000 DTP Packages

........................................ £1369 XTBridgeboard.............. Phone  Midilnterface..........cc.cccc.c... £29 i cvevicceen. POA

AMIGA A500 DISK DRIVES ACCESSORIES

INCLUDING CUMANA CAX354 ..... MOUSEMAT .....cccoceverrerrncenee £4.95incVAT

MOUSE WORKBENCH CUMANA CAS1000 COMPUTERDUSTCOVER .....£7.95inc VAT

UTILITIES MANUALS COMMODORE A590 MONITORDUST COVER......... £9.95inc VAT

BASIC TUTORIAL 20MB HARD DISK DISKDRIVEDUST COVER ...... £5.95inc VAT

TVMODULATOR £299 | 5MBRAM CBM3.5DISK(BOXTEN)....... £14.95inc VAT

""""""""""" CBM51/4DISK(BOXTEN)...... £9.95inc\\;AT

i A50040MB HARDDISK AS500MOUSE..........c..cneeinunens £24.95inc VAT

AMIGA ASE0 Diamonid Pack | A500 40MB HARD DISK FAST FILE ASOOPS o i s TS £29.95inc VAT

FREE £220 SOFTWARE O R DO T e b o e oid £489 | LOCKABLE DISK BOX (80 Capacity)

INCLUDING: - @PURPLE SATURN A2000 40MB HARD DISK FAST FILE £9.95 inc VAT

Q@HOSTAGES @INTERNATIONAL SOCCER | AUTOBOOT.....ccciiecieierenrensneessnesnennans £495 | 31/2CLEANINGKIT .....cccocviiernreninnnas £7.95

OWINTER OLYMPIAD @SPITTING IMAGE

4WAYDATASWITCHBOX....£19.95inc VAT

@STARGOOSE @BACKLASH MR DIAMONDS DIAMONDS DS/DDDISKS ...... £9.95inc VAT
@QUADRALIEN @ELIMINATOR STARBUY 2WAY SWITCHBOX.............. £19.95inc VAT
@JOYSTICK@TV MODULATOR £337 DIAMOND DRIVE, 80 CAPACITY 3"2DISKBOX.........cocunee £6.95
EXTERNAL 3 1/2'F§‘O'EJEGCH 140 CAPACITY 5 DISKBOX. ...£9.95
AMIGA A500/PHILIPS 8833 OR e e anaror! 4 | QUICKSHOTIJOYSTIEK ... .. £4.95
1084/S £499 LONG CABLE QUICKBHOT R TURBIO. oui et meiicniinmy £9.95
ONLY £59 + VAT RIBBONS
RIBBONS 2+ 6+ 12+
i, i L OBLAGK b £3.90 £3.70 £3.50
s e e e L AR LC10COLOUR.. © £6.50 £6.00 £5.50
LC1OCOLOUR 53 £189 LC24/100: s seemmsssrmnsi £6.50 £6.00 £5.50
PANASONIC KXF’1081 > 5 £119 OKIMATE20BLACK .....£6.60 £6.20 £6.00
i i3 0 £6.20
NEW PANASONIC 1180......... . £159 OKIMATE20COLOUR ..£7.00 £6.5 -
NEW PANASONIC KXP1124 . . £259 CITIZEN120D............... £3.25 £3.10 .90
EPSONLX800..................cenn.. .. £149 EPSONLX800.............. £2.50 £2.10 £1.90
CITIZEN 120D PARALLEL .oornovoooo.o. £119 PANASONICKXP1081..£3.95 £3.80 £3.60
Please specify PAPER
CITIZEN120DC64/128VCR................. £119 Printer Stationery GSM QTY  1BOX 2BOXES
Please specify 11x9%MP 60 2000 £1450 £14.00
N PO e i am e im g T 23 s it e e A £429 11x9'%:MP 70 2000 £17.50 £16.50
XEROX4020...... ... £949 EXACT A4 MP 70 2000 £22.90 £20.75
STARLG24/10... ... £259 EXACT A4 MP 90 1000 £1520 £13.25
EPSONLQS500.........cccoivnererrereennrnnennnas £259 | DIAMOND A501 11x14% 60 2000 £20.00 £18.00
OKIMATE 2024 PINCOL.PRINTER... £99.95 | 521K RAM EXPANSION 11x14% 70 2000 £22.00 £20.00
inc VAT | REAL TIME CLOCK/CALENDER HOW TO ORDER FROM
NEWEB24/10STAR 24 PINCOLOUR... £439 .00 + VAT
el e Gib DIAMOND COMPUTER
(efale] =t I L o G o £595 SYSTEMS LTD
MINIGEN MONITORS AL PRICES EXCLUSIVE VAT AND DELIVERY UNLESS OTHERWISE
AMINETNETWORK £43pernod STATED. COURIER £5.00 INC VAT
----------------- p € | PHILIPS8833SPECIAL .......coeecueeeeneeens £179 | PHONE US WITH YOUR ACCESS OR VISA CARD DETAILS ON &
COMMUNICATIONS PHILIPS8852TILT + SWIVELBASE..... £209 2 0703 338933
AEGISDIGA ol L 2 T e T IR, . I S ST 2 0926 429211 B 0926 312155 MIDLANDS OFFICE
R T A s NECMULTISYNCII ...... w GOVT. EDUC + PLC orders welcome Same day despatch
RUBYVIEW /TER.K/.I COM MODORE 1084/S £ whenever possibie All goods subject to availability. E+D.E.
{lower resolution than Philips 8852) Callers please phone for new showroom details.
VIDEO DIGITISERS SCARTTCABLE ..c:.. ... s biesisssizirssl senns £5 SHOWTFH(:J%I\Q c: ;\.{o& ’%'é"ﬁ.éﬂ? gl(v)lolvrl’(l)wu-sm
COPY STANDFORDIGIVIEW............ £53.95 SRR OB Ao
TV MONITORS : :
DIGIDROID......cccoeveevveicnrenees ... £63.95 DIAMOND COMPUTER SYSTEMS LTD
DIGIVIEWADAPTOR.......... £19.95 | ITT14-INCHREMOTE CONTROL ......... £179 B e Fios Gt GGt Banll
DIGIVIEW FILTERWHEEL. £10.49 | FERGUSONTVMONITOR14—-INCH .... £189 Soumampto;l HANTS
DIGINIEW.GOLD. ...y sk y o pssrmesemcanests £109 | PHILIPS14-INCHR/LTELETEXT.......... £217 MIDLANDS OFFICE
DIGIVIEWUPGRADE2TO3 ......cccc.. £13.95 | PHILIPS15-INCHFST .....oviiiereivemineens £189 LHC Micro Sales
121 Regent St, Leamington Spa, Warwickshire
DIAMOND CAD PACK DIAMOND DTP PACK AUDIO VISUAL PACK
B2000 1.3 KICKSTART B2000 1.3 KICKSTART B2000-68020CO-PROCESSOR - 8MB RAMBOARD
68020 CO-PROCESSOR 68020 CO-PROCESSOR -VIDEO CARD (FLICKERFIXER)-NECMULTISYNC I
8MB RAM BOARD 8MB RAM BOARD MONITOR - 49MB AUTOBOOT HARD DISK -

VIDEO CARD (FLICKER FIXER)
NEC MULTISYNC || MONITOR

PROFESSIONAL CAD

49MB AUTOBOOT HARD DISK
£2889 + VAT

VIDEO CARD (FLICKER FIXER)

NEC MULTISYNC It MONITOR

49MB AUTOBOOT HARD DISK

PROFESSIONAL PAGE £2739 + VAT
RECOMMENDED OPTIONAL EXTRAS

QMS 8 PPM POSTSCRIPT LASER £3295

QMS 8 PPM POSTSCRIPT COLOUR LASER £18995

RENDALE GENLOCK - 30W AMPLIFIER +
SPEAKERS - DELUXE VIDEO £2795 + VAT
OPTIONAL EXTRAS

CAMERA £159 25MM LENS £25

G2 GENLOCK £595

PAL IN/OUT VIDEO MIXING FADE TO BLACK VHS
INPUT/OUTPUT




“dierie | ALL SOFTWARE PRICES INCLUDE VAT | —a

PLEASE ADD 50P P&P PER TITLE

1Gunship B4 |\ ible Shrinking Sphere 1649 | Warlocks Guest 1395 | Joanotace 1649 | Tangiewood 13.95 rkipation & Lhicnens
s £1649 1 nsanity Fight 1649 | Whirkgig 1395 | Keightore 1395 | Threo Stooges (The) 20.95
BlodMoncy F4% | nskdo Ovting 1649 | Who Framed Roger Rabbit? 2095 | Lancelet 1395 | Times of Lors 1649 | AB200 A
aricon $75 1 SorBindall e | Wl 1649 | Logond Of TheSword 1649 | (Uttima ill Exodus 1549 [ Sallieo (i
5T.V.Sports Football £14.95 REETH i i 195 ™ " Uhima IV T f {The) 21.95
6Dungeon Master £14.95 f 1395 Zero Gravity 13.95 Mosbius 1649 Ultima ¥ 2095 Quizam 16.49
fkonbat LAD Rally L] Zoom 1395 | Mortvills Manor 16.49 War In Middie Earth 1649
1405 LED Siorm 13.85 On Wind 1511 16.49 Weird Dreams 1649 Languages
SWarin MiddieEarth ] Llve & Let Diel 1395 | Zynaps 1395 'P : = Z
Lol Sl ::::' :,Mollon :::: Advanced Simulations Pl‘:lnefn" :::49 fApnk Saly:Adyantices AlL=RaEy: Gormolad L
: AC-Fortran 199.95
Arbade Games Manlax 1395 | Ace 2088 13.95 Shegioct Howex 1049 A Mind Forevar Voyaging 1649 | Assem Pro 34.95
Marble 1395 | Arcfictox 13.95 Shiicost Oraams i Bayond Zork 1649 | ArtecC 68K Developer  124.95
1943 1649 | Mars Cops 13.95 | Garrlor 1649 PR 1395 | Hitch Mikers Guids 1649 | “Axtec C 68K Profassional _89.95
4x4 Oft Road Racing 13.95 | Menace 1395 y 16.49 Time & Magik 19,88 ywood Hijinx 1649 | BBC .95
Aaargh! 1295 | N yC 13.95 | Orilier 16.49 235 1 iy 049 | Lsp 10495
Afterburner 13.95 Mickey Mouse 13.95 Echelon 16.49 Compllations Wishbringer 16.49 p! 59.95
Arball 16.49 Mike The Magic Dragon 10.45 Elite 16.49 Devpac V2.0 41.95
Alien Sy 16.49 Mad 1045 | F-16 Combat Pliot 16.49 Amiga Gold Hits 1 16.49 ECS TS GFA Baslc 3 45.49
Sl 1845 L 1395 | Falon F16 £0.88 Hits Vol 2 1295 | A Payable 36.00 | Misott Forth 21.95
L ikt il Wity | SLiEry Tisvwx 15,40 HIt Disk Vol 1 1649 36.00 | Hisoft Basic Amiga 55.95
1043 3] ST 13.95 | Farrart Formula One 1640 Mega Pack 1649 | Financial Ledger 95 | KiekaVie .95
SELE DDA TIEAS S ) s s o 659 | Fight L 2445 Super Six 1649 | General Lodger 3600 | Lattice CV5.0 169.00
Atron 5000 10.45 No Excuses 13.95 Frontier 16.49 Triad 2099 Home 2095 Lattice C-+—+ 249.49
Baal 13.95 North & South 16.49 Gunship 16.49 Inventory Control 36.00 Macro 48.95
13.95 Db 1649 | Hunt For Red Dciober 16.49 Board + Stralsgy & Sales Lodger 36,00 Shell 34.95
Ultimate Warrlor 13.95 Oft Shore Warrlor 1649 16.49 small 568,30 Toolkit 21.85
B: Ult'le Warrlor i 13.85 Naptune 16.49 Japan Scenery Disk 1045 A of Sport 16.49 Small Plus96.55 Moduls-2 Standard 69.95
Balman 16.49 wolt 16.49 Jot 2445 ‘Annals Of Rome 1649 Modula-2 Commercial 209.95
Better Dead Than Alien 13.95 OQutrun 13.95 Kennedy Approach 16.49 ‘Archon Collection 1395 Art & Graphics Modula-2 104.95
Beyond The Ice Palace 16.49 Outrun Europa 13.95 Lombard RAC Rally 16.49 Art 01 Chess 1649 Pascal 2 62.95
Blonic 16.49 16.49 Nigel Grand Prix__ 16.49 Balance 01 Power 2095 Aegis Video Titler 76.96 Sam Basic 69.95
Black Lamp 13.95 Pacland 13.95 Night Rakder 13.95 Battiochess 16.49 Aegls 30 V2.0 99.00 True Basic 4B.95
Black Tiger 16.49 Pacmania 13.95 Pioneer Plague 16.49 Batileships 13.95 Animate 30 81.49 True Basic Dev Tool Kit 21.95
Blastabail 6.95 Pandora 13.95 P 16.49 Blackjack 16.49 Comic Satter 48.95 | True Basic Runtime System 4B.95
Blind Panic 10.45 Paper Boy 13.95 Purple Saturn Day 16.49 = 2000 16.49 Deluxe Art Parts Vol 1 6.5 | True Basic Sort & Search  27.95
BMX 10.45 Phalanx Il 10.45 Scenery Disk No 7 10.45 Chess X 16.49 Deluxe Aris Parie Vol 2 6.95
16.49 F 13.95 Scenery Disk No 11 10.45 Celussus Bridge 13.05 Deluxe Paint Il 48.95 Muslc
Boomerald 24.45 Platoon 16.49 Silent Service 16.49 Fighter 2009 Deluxe Photo Lab 48.95
Bubbie Bobbis 13.95 P.O.W. 2085 $ky Chase 13.95 Fire Zone 1649 Deluxe F 3495 1 ADum 21.95
Bubble Ghost 16.49 Putfys Saga 16.49 Sky Fox Il 16.49 2099 Deluxs Video V1.2 97.95 Aegls 32.29
Buggy Boy 1749 dralien 13.95 Starglider 2 16.49 20,99 Drg Paint 2.0-PAL 48.95 | Aogia Somix U2.0 39.95
Capone 16.48 R-Type 16.49 Strike Force Harrier 16.49 Dgre 16.49 The Director 41.95 | Doluxe Music Con Set 48.95
Captain Fizz 10.45 Realm 01 The Trolls 13.95 Sub Battle 16.49 Ports 01 call 31.95 Expreas Paint V2.0 39.95 Hot'n’cool Jazz 6.95
Chease 6.95 Red Ace 13.95 Top Gun 16.49 Powor Play 1395 Fancy 3D Fonts 34.95 Inatsnt Music 16.49
Chubby Gristle 13.95 Return 01 The Jedi 13.95 Tracker 16.49 Power Struggle 1045 F 2795 | Kcs 139.95
Chuckie Egg 13.95 Return To Genesls 13.95 TT Racer 16.49 2000 16.48 p 1649 | Music Studio 16.49
Circus Games 16.49 R n 6.95 MilHary Sim 16.49 Reach For The Stara 16.49 Jcon Paint 1045 | Muslc X 209.95
Combat School 1649 | Rigels R 1045 | WocLe Mans 1649 T T64g | Luhts Camera, Acion  39.95 | prog Sound Tool Kit 24.49
Crazy Cara Il 16.49 Road Blasters 16.49 Wester Europsan Scen Disk  10.45 Sargon Ill Chess 16.49 Movle Setter 48.95 | Rock'n'roll 6.95
Cresturs 20.95 Roadwars 13.95 e 13.95 Page Fllpper Plus F/X : 83.95 Pro Midl Studlo129.49
Cruncher Factory 5.95 18.49 Sport Simulations Sontinel (The) 1395 Photon Video: Cell 8395 | synthia 55.95
Cybernokd 13.95 Rocktord 13.95 Slock Market The Game _ 13.95 Photon Paint 48.95 | yHimate Sound Tracker 2795
Dark Caatls 16.49 Rolling Thunder 1749 4 Soccsr 13.95 T 1395 Plxmats 3495 | “Dr.TsSystemController  £139.95
Dark Side 16.49 Roy 01 The Rovera 13.95 4th + Inches 13.95 Trivial Pursafi 2 1505 F Pius 34.95 Soreaden
Dosp (The) 13.95 10.45 Ski 13.95 Priam Plus 41.95
13.95 | Savage 1395 | irdie 16.49 Graphic/Role Playing Pro Video Plus 144.95 | K spread 2 41.95
Double Dragon 13.95 sol 16.49 Callfornla Games 13.95 Adventures Sculpt 3D 59.50 AS500 69.95
Dragon Ninja 16.49 | Side Arms 13.95 Champ (The) 16.49 Sculpt 4D 279.98 Plus 104.95
Dragons Lair 31.45 6.95 D Thomson Otympic 16.49 St 10.45 Seasons & 6.95 69.95
h 13.95 Skate Or Die 16.49 Earl Weaver Baseball 16.49 Alternative Reality 13.95 Shootém Up Con Set 1648 | vIP Protessional 69.95
Eagles Nest 13.95 [ Skrull 16.49 Eddy Edwarda Super 8ki _ 13.95 Bards Talo (The) 16,49 Spriz 3495 | BBC Emulator 34.95
Elt 13.95 | Soldler Of The Light 1649 Final Assault 13.95 Bards Tale |1 (The) 16.49 TV Show 48.95
Eliminator 13.95 | Sorcery Plus 13.95 Football 2 13.95 Projact 16.49 TV Toxt 48.95 Utilities
Empira Strikes Back 13.95 | Space Harrier 16.49 Games — Summer 13.95 Captaln Blood 16.49 Vieo Effects 104.95
“Druidll 1395 Space Racer 13.95 Games — Winter 13.95 Master 16.49 Video Magic 5595 | ‘Amiga DOS Exgress 20.99
13.95 Space Ranger 6.95 Gary Linskars Hot Shots  13.95 Eco 16.49 55.95
6.85 16.49 Soccer 13.95 Faery Tale 2095 Business Packages Cll-Mate 24.45
F Must Diel 16.49 Spitting image 13.95 Dne Dn One 20.95 Feud 6.95 [ Cholce 69.95 Disk 2 Disk 24.45
Fire & Forgst 15.49 $Star Goose 13.95 Pool 6.95 Final Command 16.49 Works (The) 69.95 Disk Master 27.95
Fire Power 13.95 Star Ray 16.49 Pro Ski 13.85 Fright Night — Tha 13.95 Dos 2 DS 21.95
Formuis 1 Grand Prix 13.95 Star Wars 13.95 Steve Davis Snooker 13.95 Galdrogons Domain 13.95 c Alded Design 10.49
F Waste 16.49 Stir Crazy 13.95 Summer Olympiad 13.95 Grali (The) 13.95 Oizmo2 F S0t V2.015.49
Fright Night — Arcade Game 13.95 8 13.95 Ics Hockey 16.49 Hacker 16.48 Aegls Draw 2000 139.95 Gomf V2.1 24.95
Fusion 16.49 Super Hang-On 16.49 Tracksult 13.95 Heroes 01 The Lance 18.49 Y CAD V2.3 34650 | K-Gadget 20.95
Galactic 16.49 1648 TV 8ports Football 20.95 Iron Lord 1548 Intro CAD 2195 | K-Roget 34.95
Garfleld 16.49 Sword 0f Sodan 16.49 Uttimats Golf 13.95 JUG. 13.95 X CAD Oesigner 69.95 48.95
1 16.49 | Techno Cop 13.95 World Class L 13.95 Karate Kid — The A 13.95 X CAD P 349.00 | _Power Windows 2.0 52.29
Gauntiet 1| 16.49 | Tomplo Of The Flying Saucer 16.49 Hot Bali 1649 King 0f Chicago 20.95 Quarterback 36.00
Goe Bea Alr Rally 13.95 | T 16.49 World Darts 10.45 Kings Quest Triplo Pack___ 16.49 el Virus X V1.21 9.95
1 13.95 Test Drive 16.49 World Tour Golt 16.49 Kristal 16.49 Word Perfect Library 76.69
1i Scanery Dk 1 4.15 Totra Quest 13.95 Zeny Gott 16.49 Lands 01 Logands 20.09 Acquisition V1.3 173.95
1 Sconary DK Il 4.15 Thexder 13.95 M 18.49 Data Retrieve 34.95 Word Processors
Grand Prix Simulator 10.45 Thunder Cats 16.49 phic/Text A os Phantasle Il 18.49 Dsts Retrieve F 130.95
Growth 10.45 | Thunderblsd 16.49 Police Quost 13.95 db Man 104.95 | Bockor Text §3.95
Helibent 13.95 | Tiger Road 16.49 Arszoks Tombs 19.95 Pool 01 16.49 Form Maater 34.85 139.95
Hellfire Attack 13.95 | Time Bandit 13.95 Time 16.49 1 16.49 K-data 3495 | w V2.0 34.00
Hettor Skettor 10.45 | Time Runner 13.95 Chrono Quest 20.95 Return To Atiantis 16.49 Mi-Amiga Flle 3495 | K-Text2 4195
Hex 2195 | Turbo Cup 13.95 16.49 Rocket Raoger 20,99 Personal 41.95 | LpD Writer V1.0 83.95
Highwsy Hawks 13.95 | Tubro Trax 13.95 Deja Ve 20.95 Rogue 6.95 Personal 2 69.95 | proText 89.95
16.43 | Typhoon 8.95 Fish 1649 Seven Cities 01 Gokd 1045 Superbase Professional  174.95 | prowrits V2.0 5949
Hybris 16.49 I 10.45 Gnome Ranger 10.45 Shadow Gste 2095 I T, Text Pro 34.00
| Ludicrus 16.49 16.49 Gulld Ot Thieves 18.49 Sinbad/Throns Of Fsicon  20.95 ey i Texteraf! + 34.00
1K+ 10.49 | Vires 13.95 Ingrids Back 13.95 Staygon 13.95 City Desk V1.2 69.95 rite Deskiop 69.95
karl 16.49 | Vixen 13.95 Jewels Of 13.95 $pace Ouest 13.95 Clty Desk V2.0 104.95 p LAl 159.00
Mission Ii 13.95 | Wanted 13.95 Jinxter 1649 | Space Questil 13 ;;_J |__Page Setter 5595 | Write and Filo 69.95




RILEN

See below for
special offers

s

TURTLESOFT AMIGA PACK
AMIGA A500
Free TV Modulator Free Paint Prog
Free Software the following titles:-
Amegas/Art of Chess/Buggy Boy/Barbarian
Ikari Warriors/Insanity FighvMercenary/
Terrorpods/Wizball/Thundercats

£419.95 INC VAT FREE DELIVERY!!

TURTLESOFT AMIGA MONITORS
New A1084S Hires Col Mon .
Philips CM8833 Col Mon

MOUSE MATS
SPECIAL PRICE £3.95

TURTLESOFT PRINTERS

Citizen 1200 NLQ
Panasonic KXP-1081 NLQ
MP165 ++ NLQ 165CPS ...
Star LC-10
Star LC-10 Colour
Seikosha SP-180Al ....
Seikosha SP-1200Al
Seikosha SL-BOAIl 24 Pin ..

TURTLESOFT DISC DRIVES
Cumana CAX354 880k 3.5" Drive
Now with On-Oft Switch

£99.95 INC VAT FREE DELIVERY!!

Disk Cleaning Kits only £4.95
Amiga Dust Covers from £8.95

Lockable Storage Box {holds 40 3.5"

disks) £6.95
Mouse Brackets £2.95

Amiga Joystick Extension (pair) £6.95)

TURTLESOFT 3.5" DISC BONANZA
10 DSDD + Library Case .. .£12.95
10 DS DD Quality Branded .. .£16.95
20 DSOD0 + Lockable Disc Box
40 DSDD + Lockable Disc Box
50 DSDD + Lockabie Disc Box
80 DSDD + Lockable Disc Box ...

AMIGA Retail Our
GAMES SOFTWARE Price Price
1943 £19.95
Afterbumer £19.95
Abedo £13.95
Alien Syndrome £16.95
American Ice Hockey .. £16.95
Amiga Gold Hits ..... £16.95
Amiga Gold His |l £16.95
Archon Collection .. £13.95
Atura £16.99
Balance Of Power 1990 £20.95
Ballistix £13.95
Barbanian Il ... £16.95
AT £16.95
Bards Tale Il .... £16.95
Bards Tale IlI £16.95
Battlechess ... £16.95
Beyond Zork . £16.95
Blasteroids .. £16.95
Blazing Barreis . £13.95
Bombuzal £13.95
Calitornia Games £13.95
Captain Fizz. £16.95
Chessmaster £16.95
Chuckie Egg £13.95
Chuckle Em . £13.95
Corrpuler 8 Vi £13.95
£15.95
Dragon s Lalv (1 Meg) £34.95
Warrlor £13.95
Driller . £16.95
Dunqeon Master (1Mb only) ................ £24.95 £16.95
Earl'W Baseball £24.95 £16.95
EN A £13.95
Emerald Mine £10.49
Emerald Mines I £10.49
£16.95
........................................... £13.95
£10.95
£16.95
£20.95
£10.49
Femandez Must Die .. £16.95
Ferrari Formuia One £16.95
Finat Command £16.95
Firezone £18.95
Flight Simulator Il £27.95
Football Manager 2 . £13.95
Football Manager 1] (Expon Kit .. £10.49
Fright Night £16.95
Fuebn £16.95
Galdr £13.95
Game Over Il £13.95
GFL Arnarlcan Football.. £16.95
AMIGA SOFTWARE Retail Our
BUSINESS/UTILITY/GRAPHIC'SOUND . Price Price
Adrum

is VideoScape 3-D .. 3 i
CLImate . .
Delux Arts Part 1 Data Disc .. ..£9.99 £6.99
Delux Arts Part 2 Data Disc .. £9.99 £6.99
Delux Hot & Cool Jazz D/Disc . £9.99 £6.99
Delux Music Construction . .£69.95 £49.95
Delux Palnt || £69.95 £49.95
Delux Paint Ill Phone
Delux Print Il .... .. £49.95 £35.95
Delux Video ... .. £69.95 £49.95
Delux Photo Lab . . £69.95 £49.95

Software & small items sent 1st Ciass Post. Cheques require 7 days for clearance. Please make cheques payable to Turtiesoft
Hardware items sent by overnight courier ~ Now free of charge Please ring for availability of new software items

AMIGA
GAMES SOFTWARE

Retail Our
Price Price

Heher Skeker £10.49
Heroas of the Lance .. £19.95
HKM £10.49
Highway Hawks .. £13.95
H: £16.95
Hotbal £16.95
Hot Shot £13.95
Hyperdrome ... £13.95
Ingrids Back . £13.95
Interceptor .. £16.95
Iron Lord £18.95
Jet (SC/Disc Compatible) £27.95
Joan of Arc £19.95
JUG £13.95
Kennedy Appreoach ....... £16.95
Kenny Daigish Soccer .. £16.95
Kings Quest Il £16.95
Krystal (TheJ £20.95
Leaderboard Co £19.95
Legend of the Sword £16.95
Lottbard RAC Raily £16.95
Maga pack (Tynesoft t1505
a Pack (Tyn ) 16.9!

Mﬁ\% Fighter .............. £16.95
Monaters of the Night £13.95
Music Construction Set. £16.95
Nebulus £15.85
Night Hunter ............ccoccccmmnnniniincnens £16.95
Obiiterator £16.95
Offshore Warrlor .... £16.95
Operation Neptune £16.95
Operation Wotf £16.95
Pac Manla £13.95
Peter Beardsley .. £13.95
Phantom Fighter . £13.95
Ploneer Plague ... £16.95
Popuius £16.95
£16.95

£16.95

£16.95

£16.95

£13.95

Quantox £10.49
Question Of Sport ..........c.coceeeemimeinienns £13.95
Questron £18.95
Ratfies £168.95
-Type £19.95
Reach for the Stars £16.95
Roadblaster ........... 13.95
Robbeary £13.95
R £18.95
Rocket Ran £20.95
Rock 'n' Roll.... £16.95
AMIGA SOFTWARE E Qur
BUSINESS UTILITY:GRAPHICSOUND Price Price
Devpack Agsembler ........................... £59.95 £41.95
Digl Paint . £41.95
Instant Music .. : £16.95
K-Seka 68000 Assembler . £46.95 £36.95
Lattice C Ver. 4 ................ £189.95 £95.95
Logistix V1.2 SP/DB/GR (1MB) .. £114.95 £89.95
MCC Macro Assembler £69.95 £49.95
MCC Shell ... , £35.95
Micro Base .. . £12.95
Micro Text . £12.95
Modula 2 (Standard) £89.9! £77.95
Modula 2 (Developers) . £149.95 £116.99
Music Studio ... X £23.95
Page Setter £79.95 £64.95
Photon Paint .. £69.95 £49.95
Pro Sound Deslgnev S/W & HW) £79.95 £62.99
Pro Sound Designer (S/W Only) ......... £34.95 £27.95

Crystal Joystick Turbo
ONLY £16.95
Euromax Professional Standard
ONLY £14.95
AMIGA Retail Our
GAMES SOFTWARE Price Price
Run the Gauntiet . £16.95
Sacrophaser .... £10.49
Sargon H| £13.95
Scenery Disc 11 £16.95
Scenery Disc 7 £16.95
Scenery Diec J £13.95
Scenery Disc W/European £13.85
Scrabble Deluxe .. €£13.95
£13.95
£16.95
Shoot 'Em Up Cons KHit .. £16.95
Skate or Die £16.95
Skateball £168.95
Sm Supremo . £10.49
Space Racer £13.95
Speed Ball £16.95
Star Fleet 1 £16.95
Star Glider £16.95
Star Goose £13.95
Strip Poker £10.49
Strip Poker Plus 2 £6.99
£16.95
£16.95
£16.95
£16.95
£13.95
£13.95
he £18.95
The Last Dueil .. £10.49
The Munsters . £13.95
The Real Ghoslbuslorc £16.95
Thunderbl. £19.95
Tiger Road .. £15.95
Time & Maglc £13.95
Than £16.95
Track Suit Manager £13.95
Turbo Cup ... £13.95
Turbo Tracks £13.95
TV Sports Football . Phone
Uhtima 1V £16.95
i £15.95
Virus £13.95
Wanted £13.95
War in Middle Ea.nh £13.95
Waelrd D £18.95
£16.95
£20.95
£18.95
£10.49
£16.95
£1.95
£16.95
oom £13.95
Zork Zero £16.95
AMIGA SOFTWARE Retal Our
BUSINESS UTILITY'GRAPHIC ' SOUND Price Price
Publlshing Plug DTP .. £82.95
Pagestream £116.99
Scribbile Il £49.95
Superbase Personal ......... £45.95
Superbase Professional ... £189.95
Superplan £74.95
Transformer . £29.95
TV * Show ... £56.95
TV * Text £56.95
VIP Professlional £77.95
Visawrite Deskiop .. £69.95
Word Perlect V4.1 . ; £179.96
Write & Flle (WP/DB neads 1MB) ....... £99.95 £77.95
y £29.95 £23.95
Zuma Fonta Vol 1,28 3 ..., £39.95 £33.95

Post: Send Cheques/PO or Visa/Access detalls to the address below. Phone: Call (0476) 581040. 24 Hour Service with your Visa/Access detalls
Turtlesoft, Dept. AMC6, Unit 3, The Old Malthouse, Springfleld Road, Grantham, Lincs. NG31 7SE

ubject 1o availability, all items are despalched within 2

4 hours. E’&OE




MicroBotics means Amiga-Power!

Whichever Amiga you own—or plan to buy—

For the

Amiga 2000...

HardFrame/2000
DMA SCSI Interface

If your application calls for
super-speed uninterrupted
access to your hard disk,
HardFrame/ 2000 is your
answer. This Is a high end, no
holds barred SCSI interface
that operates at bus speeds.
One HardFrame/2000 can
support upto seven devices.
Word-iength data transfer,
FIFO buffering, TRUE DMA,
mounted on a metal frame
suitable for all standard 3.5
SCSI drives (or, if you prefer,
connected to a bay mounted or
external disk). Available now.

Suggested List Price: £219.95
8-UP! FastRAM

Maximum Memory in One Slot!

The FastRAM card that every
Amiga owner will eventually
come to - why limit yourself to
onlJ two megabytes per slot?
8-UP! will take you all the way
to the top of the auto-
oonflguranon memory space of
EIGHT MEGABYTES! 8-UP! is
available in two versions, the
standard DIP model accepts
2,4,6 or 8 megabytes of 1 meg
DRAMS. For maximum
flexibility there is the SIMM
version which lets you custom
configure with mixed 256k and
1 meg SIMM modules, including
MicroBotics exclusive
PopSIMMs. 8-UP! is a power-
efficient, zero wajt state,
autoconfiguring design. "The
latest and greatest” (Amiga
World, Jan. 1989). 8~-UPI! is
available now.

Suggested List Price: £124.95
MouseTime

The easiest to use, most cost-
effective implementation of a
battery backed clock for the
A1000. Passes the portthrough
for joysticks or other devices.
Complete with WorkBench
software. Available now.

Suggested List Price: £22.95

For the
Amiga 500...

M501 Memory + Clock

Half a Meg at a Great Price!

As we are all coming to
realise, a one megab?/te Amiga
(at least) is a necessity not an
option, When you add the
inboard 512k memory and clock
module to your A500 make sure
it's a MicroBotics M501. Note
that just like the Commodore
and unlike some third party
expansions, we use a long lived
rechargeable NiCad battery-
which you’ll never have to
replace. Set the MicroBotics
clock wusin the same
WorkBench software as you
would use for the Commodore
clock. What’s the difference?
You get to keep £25 compared
to the Commodore version. The
M501 is available now.

Suggested List Price: £124.95
StarBoard2/500

Two Megs PLUS a Choice of
Modules.

The premier memory expansion
for the A1000 is now available
on the A500. Ii it’s own case
with an independent Rower
supply strongenoughtohandie
StarBoard2 and a second A1000
style StarBoard2, all the power
and flexibijlity of this great
expansion deviceisavailableto
you. Up to 2 megabytes of
autoconfiguring,zerowaitstate
FastRAM, MulttFunction or
SCSI module capability for
math chip or fast SCSI hard
disk mterfacm%. StarBoard2
also _has an LED diagnostic/
confidence lighttoindicatethe
power—-up state of your Amiga
and expansion. An A1000 style
StarBoard2 can be connectedto
the bus pass-up for a total of
FOUR megs and two modules.
The best ..." (Amiga World,
Jan. 88).

Suggested List Price: £224.95

MicroBotics,Inc.

we have the expansion you need

For the
Amiga 1000..

StarBoard?2

The Expansion of Choice

The superb memory expansion
for the Amiga 1000, stili goin
strong! UF to 2 megabytes o
autoconfiguring, zero wait
state, FastRAM in a sleek, all
steel Amiga coloured case glus
the capability to accept elther
of the two daughterboard
modules, the original Multi-
Function Module or the new
SCSI Module. StarBoard? is
gowered b%/ the bus (up to two
tarBoard2’s can be supported
by the A1000) and passes it on.

Suggested List Price: £224.95
MultiFunction Module

High Tech at Low Cost

This daughterboard installson
any StarBoard2. It features a
socket and software for the
68881 Math Chip as an I/0O
device (MicroBotics pioneered
this approach on the Amiga-
now directly supported in the
maths libraries of AmigaDOS
1.3). StickyDisk glves you the
most "bullet-proof” rebootable
RAM disk - its hardware
protection turns it into a sojid
state, superfast disk. Parlt%
checking of StarBoard2 RA
can be enabled when extra
Earitpram_ls installed. Finall?/,
he MultiFunction Module
carries an easy to use battery-
backed clock to set the system
time on startup.

Suggested List Price: £65
StarDrive SCSI Module

Fast, Low Cost SCSI Module

When installed in any model
StarBoard2, StarDrive offers
You cost effective, pseudo-
MA access to SCSI hard
drives and other devices. Fast,
easy toinstall including driver
software and disk diagnhostics.
StarDrive also includes a
battery backed clock to set
system time on startup.

Suggested List Price: £85

Tell your dealer he can order direct - no minimum quantity - show him this ad!
In Europe: Oasis Services Ltd., 17 Andrews Place, London SE9 2SJ. TEL: (01) 859 4936
In U.S.A.: MicroBotics, Inc., 8111 Alpha Drive, Richardson TX 75081. TEL: (214) 437 5330
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Amiga
Answers

YuriLarge tracks down the tips thatkeep you

Dear AUI,

| hope to buy an Amiga in the near future
but have afew unanswered questions and
would be grateful if you could heip. My
“fears” stem from the last computer sys-
tem | bought being superseded a few
months later, with no upgrade path avail-
able. Though they really should be sent to
Commodore UK | think you are a much
better bet for some straight answers, so
here are the questions:

1. When will the Enhanced Chip Set (ECS)
be released?

2. Willyou be able to plug the ECS into the
existing B2000s and

make use of the extra chip RAM and
graphics modes which they

should provide?

3. Which Amigas will be able to use 2Mb of
chip RAM with ECS and which only 1Mb?
4. When will the Amiga 2500 be available
and what is the likely cost of its minimum
configuration?

5.1s there any chance that the Amiga 2000
is still being shipped with a 0.5Mb RAM
card in its CPU slot?

Thank you for your time.

Yours sincerely,

Alex Silva, London

Dear Alex,

1. Kickstart and Workbench 1.4 will be
required to use ECS. Therefore, | would
suggest that it will probably not be avail-
able to us poor end-users until the middie
of next year.

2. It will be possible to upgrade all A500’s
and B2000’s to use ECS.

3. ECS will only provide 1Mb of chip RAM
nomatter whichmodel of Amiga you use it
with.

4. The Amiga 2500 is in fact a B2000 with
additional boards added. There will be
two versions. One the Amiga 2500AT will
be a B2000 with A2620 co-processor
board and A2286 AT-bridgeboard added.
The other, the Amiga 2500UX, will be a
B2000 with A2620.co-processor board, a
hard disk and Amix, Commodore’s ver-
sion of Unix for the Amiga. | believe, they
have just commenced shipping in the
State, so | expect to see them in the UK
sometime before the end of this year.

5. The Amiga 2000 with the RAM board in

the CPU slot, is in fact the notorious
“A2000". This particular model is no lon-
ger sold by Commodore registered deal-
ers.

One overall point | would like to make, is
thatifyou are worried about the Amigayou
buy being superceded make sure you go
for the Amiga 2000. This is a safe bet as,
according to Commodore’s plans for the
next two years at least, the 2000 is the
basic building block for all new develop-
ments

Dear AUI,

Some monthsago | purchased my second
Amiga, complete with the usual heavy
power pack. Yesterday | discovered that
somehow somebody had managed to get
into my offices and swap my power pack
for what appears to be a brand new light-
weight version.

The new power pack appears to work
perfectly, which leaves me extremely puz-
zled! Could you kindly let me know if there
is any major (or even minor) difference
between the new lighter packs and the
older models? | am completely baffled as
to why anyone would want to swap the
powerpacks. Please shed some light on
thismystery!lthank youinanticipation. By
the way, this happened BEFORE April
Fool’s Day!

Thanks!

J. Thwaites, Norwich

Dear Mr. Thwaites,

You are right. Commodore have indeed
changed the design of there power supply
for the A500. When they initially did this
they did have some teething problems.
Thus, the newer light PSU’s have come to
have a certain stigma attached to them.
Now, | am pleased to say, Commodore
assure me and over the last few month’s
the new PSU'’s have proved to me that
they are just, if not more reliable, than their
somewhat overweight predecessors.

Dear AUI,

lamrelatively new to the world of personal
computers and recently | have found the
need to purchase a quality homeacompu-
ter; the Commodore Amiga and Atari ST
being the two that strike me as the main
contenders.

My needis foracomputertouseasaword

processor and desk top publisher. Prog-
ramming takes second place and | am not
interestedinthe games software available
(although | might purchase some). |, ob-
viously, will be requiring a printer, but as |
won't be able to afford a colour printer, the
coloured graphics are not that important
to me. I may well be taking up music and a
reasonable sound output would be desir-
able. | will mainly be using the computer
for college accounts work so spread-
sheets, document collation and printing
will be my main uses. This leads me onto
software: are Wordperfect 5 and Super-
calc 4 recommended and what desk top
package would be recommended?

For printing | cannot afford a 24 pin dot-
matrix, so | will be aiming for a 9 pin with
NLQ. Speed and noise are not important
tome, only NLQ/LQ, graphics capability, a
couple of fonts and single/multiple A4
sheet feeding. The Panasonic KXP 1081
and Citizen 120D look, from magazines, to
be reasonable.

My problemis that | am working in Central
America and cannot get any hands on
experience of these computers and prin-
ters, so | have been advised to write to you
as a trustworthy and reputable source of
information. lhave a 500 pounds limitand |
am trying to decide between the Amiga
and ST with a good compatible printer;
could you please advise me on this mat-
ter?

Iwould be extremely grateful for any advi-
ce you can offer me and any direction you
can point me in.

Yours inquiringly,

Nigel Singer. Belize

Dear Nigel,

When it comes to choosing between the
Amiga and the ST there are a few things to
point out in the Amiga’s favour:

(i) The Amiga with its three co-processors
is far more than a 68000 powered compu-
ter. The co-processors in conjunction with
the clever operating system allow the
Amiga tomulti-task. It is still the only home
computer on the market that will allow
this.

(i) The Amiga has excellent graphics, with
a palette of 4096 colours to chose from
and a maximum resolution of 640 x 512
some stunning graphics can be created.
This, as well as the fact that the Amiga can
overscan. That is it can address the bor-
ders of the screen. So, if you want to go on
to use your Amiga forvideo-titling this may
sway your choice.

(i) The Amiga also features four channel
stereo sound. The sound’s created rival
those of many synthesisers.

That's the basis on which the Amiga
makes it possible!

For DTP and word-processing the Amiga
is well qualified. There are some excellent
packages thattake fulladvantage of all the
Amiga’s facilities. One package in particu-
lar, Publishers’ Choice, would supply ex-
cellent DTP and WP software for you. It
used to be said that the Amiga could not

continued on page 64 o
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C'-'~ commodore NEW FOR YOUR COMMODORE
W Amiga A500 complcto, now only £349 FROM TRILOGIC . ' g}’

FROM £349! M Amiga AS500 with 1900M £429

high-ros mono monitor
— AW H Amliga AS00 with A1384S £585
N hi-ros stareo colour monitor

M Amiga B2000 with 1.3 Roms £895

Prices Include 15% VAT, FREE dellvery and WorkBanch 1.3 Software
to your door, and 1 year manufacturer's W Amiga B2000 As above, plus  £1125

— NEW, CHOOSE MONO OR STEREO VERSION
Both Amiga audio digitisers give superb performance, unsurpassed at the

warranty. Add £15 for overnight dellvery. A1084S ;1e180 Colour monitor . : > BIVE ? >
All systems are tested before despatch. [l Amiga B2000 As above, plus £ 1595 g{;ﬁzd?‘gr?g::?ﬁi;:ﬁgkegﬁgzgﬁagg gr:d'g;‘:ﬁ:]%;'glﬁ;;hs?:;ﬁg
On-site maintenance optlon avallable, XT bridg3 board + 20MB hard disk rates up to 60KHz are possible depending upon the software. An audio lead is
supplied for connecting to the headphone socket or line output of a radio,
v ) £10 personal stereo, keyboard etc. Full instructions are included, and the mono
W 3Y" dis d/d diskolies per 10 versionalsohasan L .E.D.overloadindicator. A public domain “Sound Workshop”
PERIPHERALS M Trackball Marconi RB2 £59 disk is available which has demo versions of Audiomaster & Perfect Sound etc.
MW ASO01 plug-in RAM/clock 512K £125 MONO DIGITISER ..£27.99 POST FREE
~ W NEC 3} win-port simline drive ~ £89 g(T)EURNEg DCI)GITISEg... . 237 99, PODSKT; FF;EE
D B A1010 2} oxtornal disk drive £99 WORKSHOP DISK .... £4.99 POST FREE (F PURCHASED WITH DIGITISER
H A2621 Unix Card Phone W Cumana s}" oxtornal drive » PSU £145 ADAPTOR FOR ALO0O £2.00
W A2620 68020 Accelerator Card £ 1395 g as90 2cM8 hd disk 2MB RAM oK £395 EXTERNAL 3.5"” DISK DRIVES
W A2058 8M8 Card, 2MB i"f‘a"_Od £595 W vortex 40MB autobcot hard disk  £549 ® 880 k FORMATTED CAPACITY
W A2286 PC-AT board & 61" drive  £895 I a10845 sterco colowr monitor ~ £239 ® THROUGH PORT
W A2088 PC-XT board & 54" dive  £349 I Quadram Multiscan 14" Monitor £425 ® VERY QUIET OPERATION
B NEC 3} internal drive (A2000) £79 W NEC Multsync It £525 ® SLIMLINE STEEL CASE
ync Il 14” Monitor
W A2092PC 20MB MS-DOS hd disk £239 W Fiicker Fixer Multiscan Adaptor  £375 ® LOW POWER"CONSUMF’TloN ® CHINON DRIVE MECHANISM
W A2052A 20MB AmigaDos hd disk £395 B MPS 1220 120 ops craf, 30 NLG £ 149 MASTER 3A 3.5" DRIVE WITH NO ON/OFF SWITCH ........£74.99 POST FREE

MASTER 3A 3.5" DRIVE WITH ON/OFF SWITCH ..£77.99 POST FREE
W A2092PC 30MB MS-DOS hd disk £399 I star LC10C colour - 20 cps, NLQ £259

W A2094A 20MB/40MB autoboot  Phone I HP DeskJet 300 dpi inkjet, BW  £675 AMIGA MONITOR & PRINTER LEADS

W Sclcom 40MB removable hd disk £9395 I WP PaintJet colour inkjel 180 dpi £889 RGB TV & MONITOR LEADS
B Supra Modem 300-2400 bps £189 g xerox 4020 colour inkjot 240 dpi £1075 We have leads to connect all AMIGAS to your TV or colour

monitor provided it has an RGB input socket. All leads give
a much clearer picture than using the AMIGA MODULATOR,
permit ALL 4096 colours to be displayed and include

Why not enjoy 1t eletext dalabasos &

mmy(',"e M,Lfo-rf"{efeg(m adapior... Fully J TELETEXT the audio lead (to give stereo with stereo tv's).

programmable, with Fastext facility, instant  _ / ORDER AL 1 FOR TV's WITH 21 PIN EURO (SCART) SOCKET

access 1o last 16 pages, double page view, FITS PHILIPS, FIDELITY, SONY, GRUNDIG, NORMENEDE, ETC. .ONLY £9.99
telesoftware loader, auto-start/background z ORDERAL 2 FOR FERGUSON TV's WITH 7 or 8 PIN DIN SOCKET.
operation... Pages can spoken, printed as ASCII or graphics, saved as ASCI! or DIF files... MODELS MCO1 & MCO5, ETC.........coooviiiiieiciiieis e ONLY £9.99
Wilh digital luning for crystal clear colour TV/sound reception on any A1081/1084/CM8833 ORDER AL 4 FOR HITACHI & GRANADA TV's WITH 7 PIN DIN

monitor! Uses Paraltel port with throughport for printer. Awailablo froin stock for only £139! SOCKET. MODELS CPT1444, ETC.......oooooiiiiiiiiic e ONLY £9.99

OUR LEADS ARE GUARANTEED TO WORK WHERE OTHERS DON'T!
LEADS ALSO AVAILABLE FOR ATARI ST RANGE. PLEASE CONSULT US IF IN DOUBT

W Workbench v1.3 Enhancer £15.95
PRODUCTIVITY M C64 Emulator v2 39 ATTENTION 1901 MONITOR OWNERS
. M BBC Emulator vt.2 44.95 Why not have your 1901 monitor converted to work with the AMIGA OR ATARI
: fmemE"a'Z' Vit ‘23-95 ST — the performance is indistinguishable from the CBM 1084 monitor. After
A ce G v -85 conversion, your 1901 will display all 4096 colours & existing inputs are NOT
o B The Works - 6955 affected so it remains compatible with the C64 & 128. Conversion costs only

W SuperBase Personal Relational database power, without programming' 39.as £29.95 including lead for callers (carried out while you wait). Or £53.95
® SuperBase Personal 2 As above, plus text, mail merge, baich ealry elc. 6225 including next day collection & delivery by courier. Please phone to arrange an
u Professlonal v3 With Forms Editor and DML programmir g language 154.95 appaintment or collection
B SuperPlan Pro Spreadsheet with businoss graphics, time planner  67.95 ’ OTHER LEADS
W Acquisition v1.3 Relational database with programming language 139.95
W KindWords v2 Graphics & 1ext, high-res multiple fonts, spelier 44,95 AMIGA 64 EMULATOR LEADS — Connects 1541 ETC to your AMIGA.
H ProText v4 New fast WP with English diztionary 79.95 There are several programs which need this lead .. ....AEL 1 ONLY £4.99
W VizaWrite Desktop v2  High pertormance desktop WP, now with HQ fonts 69.05 MODULATOR EXTENSION LEADS ... . ...MEL 1 ONLY £8.99
H Works Platinum Edition Integrated Wordpro/Dalabase/Spreadsheet/Comms  159.95 AMIGA PRINTER LEAD — Parallel Ty ...AMP 1 ONLY £6.99
W Publisher’s Cholce Kindwords 2 +PageSelter 2 +LazerScrip! +lonts +clip art 89.9s 3 OMlong............ AMP 3 ONLY £9.99
B Businessware Accts 1 Invoicing, Sales Ledger, Slock Conlro_l. by Panmead  129.as PLEASE STATE WHICH AMIGA YOU HAVE WHEN ORDERING
W Professional Page v1.2 Includes WP, Deskiop, colour separatiors, CAD 174.95
M Businessware Accts 2 General Ledger, Purchase Ladger, by F::mm%ad |§9.9s EXTERNAL DRIVE SWITCHES
B Personal Tax Planner UK Income Tax computalion program, hom Digita 9.95
M DGCalc All the spreadsheel essentials, easy 1o use 24.95 QBE 2 - 8”;8;; st:;gnggso[%}:[l)ﬂ
W A/C Fortran Mainframe quality ANSI 77 Fortran by Absoft 179.95 Conn ct_ bet Ami n&d lead. N connection -
B A/C Baslc v1.3 By Absoft. Compiles Amiga 13asic... FAST! 124,95 ects ween 18a pol rive lea &O exposed F?Cg
M Dos-2-Dos Reads & wiites MS-DOS on 51" & 31" Ainiga drives 3d.95 Switches are on flying leads for easy access & reduced strain on

compared to other makes.

W Amliga Baslc Inside & Out £18.95 MOUSE/JOYST,CK SWITCHER "\ i I

BOOKS B AmligaDos Inside & Out 18.95 ® NO MORE UNPLUGGING MOUSE
8 Amiga Tricks & Tipa 14.95 WHEN JOYSTICK REQUIRED
- ! B Amiga C for Beginners 18.95 ® EXTENDS THE PORT FOR EASIER ACCESS
A Y B System Programmer's Gulde 32.95 ® SAVES WEAR & TEAR ON THE MOUSE PORT
. B Amlga 30 Graphlc Programming  18.as ® PUSHBUTTON SWITCH CAN BE OPERATED WHEN THE COMPUTER IS ON

A VERY USEFUL GADGET — ONLY £10.99 order as DUAL

B Photon Paint II €99.95 AMIGA MINIAMP 2 - wiTH TWIN STEREO SPEAKERS .

H De Luxe Palnt Il 69.95
CREATIVITY MINIAMP 2 combines a mini stereo power amp with two
) W PageFllpper + FX 79.0% neat speaker units which connect directly to your AMIGA.

- ' : r;";':vls:f::' gg:: They are ideal for use with mono TV's & monitors, & simply

\ B Photon Video Cell £nimator 89,95 g:gg:ﬂlgg instant stereo sound. You'll be amazed at the ‘
H Aegls Sonix v2.0 Score, adit, synthesise, improvise. Midi ¢compatible 39.35
] DegLuxe Productlons Delinitive higr);-res graphics animation p.ickage 129.95 MINIAMP 2 WITH REMOTE VOLUME CONTROL & ALL LEADS ONLY £19. 99
H De Luxe Photolab Print & manipulate pholo quality images 59.95 —
M Sculpt-Animate 4D 3D graphics and animation for the profo:isional user  319.95 SUNDRY ITEMS BARGAIN PRICES
M Pro-Video PAL Plus Professional video titler with fonls, extra ‘onis available 169.95 SONY/FUJI 3.5" DISKS
H Professlonal Draw The ullimate drawing tool. Uses vectored graphics. 129.95 100% Guaranteed. Lowest Prices ... Per 10£12.99
H Aegls Draw 2000 Pro CAD pack with autodimansion, unlimited zoom etc. 179.95 DS/DD disks Lowest Prices ... ..Per 25 £28.49 Post Free
H X-Cad Deslgner Entry-level CAD system 89.95 Lowest Prices .. ..Per 50 £55.99 Post Free
B X-Cad Professlonal Protessional CAD system (noeds 2MB) 449.95 3/12" DISK BOX FOR 40/50 DISKS. SM OCKABLE, DSB4ONLY £€8.45
B SummaSketch Plus 12x12 Graphics Tablol with fast driver sc ftware 425.9s 31/2" DISK BOX FOR 80 DISKS. SMOKED LID, LOCKABLE DSBS ..ONLY £10.49
H DigiView Gold - Dignises in all resolutions, displays 4096 colours 120.95 31/2" DISK BOX FOR 100 DISKS. SMOKED LID, LOCKABLE, DSB6.ONLY £12.49
H DIgIPIc FAST trame grabber & digiliser... only a “ew left! 150.95 PRO5000 JOYSTICK ARCADE QUALITY WITH MICROSWITCHES........£14.95
 SuperPlc Real-time colour digitiser/frame grabber & genlock! 475.9% PROS5000 JOYSTICK CLEAR TYPE ..o oot .£1595
H PAL Rendale Pro Broadcast quality genlock for the professional user 625.95 PRO5000 JOYSTICK CLEAR WITH RAPID FIRE & SLOW MOTION .......£16.95
H MiniGen Inexpensive and straightforward PAL genlock 105.95 A500 DUSTCOVER. ANTISTATIC TYPE, ADC1 ONLY £4.99
8 Handy Scanner Cameron Type IV 400 dpi, with OCR & paint software 295.9s A4 NON-SLIP MOUSEPAD, AFM1 ...ONLY £4.99

Please add 75p part postage + packing to orders under £15.00
"g}, FREE CATALOGUE EXPRESS DELIVERY
WITH ALL ORDERS 99 Extra
TF||LC]G|C TRILOGIC. Dept A u Unit 1.

253 New Works Road. Bradford BD12 0QP

WEE IF YOU WANT IT TOMORROW... CALL US TOUDAY! ON 01-546-725¢ HEE

Prices are POST FREE & include VAT,

BACK GUARANTEE ON ALL [TEMS. PAYMENT BY CASH, CHEQUES PAYABLE TO
ORDER, ACCESS OR VISA. ADD £2-99 EXTRA FOR EXPORT RDERS,B\VH[N’TI'NMINGONLVH.EASL

Order by phone with your credit card, = Tel 0274 691115 - Fax 0274 600150
or send cheque/PO or youccredit card A ‘
number. Official orders wolcome, We J rmmnommnvn FROMIT DESTCH  ALLFRICES LAY INCLUSVE LI 10 DAY MOKEY

despalch same day by FIRST CLASS
posl. Please allow 5 days for dolivery
of hardwaro ardors. Prices are quolod
subject 1o avalability. Ref. A64

Wwdi e

L LAKESIDE HOUSE, KINGSTONHILL, SURREY, KT27Q7. TEL 01-546-7256
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be used for business, but now the soft-
ware is available for all the usual business
applications it is a fine choice. In fact,
Word Perfect4.1isavailable on the Amiga,
on the other hand SuperCalc 4 is not.
4However, there are other good spread-
sheetpackages available for the Amiga, in
particular the MaxiPlan range from Oxxi
Software.

On the printers front, the Panasonic and
Citizen printers are both good reliable
printers. However, for a little extra you
could go for one of the Star LC10 range.
These printers offer some excellent facili-
ties, such as paper-parking and 3 different
NLQ fonts. The black and white version
costs about 200 pounds and the colour
version is surprisingly reasonable at 250
pounds.

Dear AUI,

Perhaps you would be kind enough to tell
me if you are aware of any support groups
which exits for novice Amiga users, i.e.
someone willing to take on correspond-
ence and answer questions.

| look forward to your reply.

Yours sincerely,

J. R. Beasley, London

Dear Mr. Beasley,

There are two groups that | would suggest
that you contact.

Firstly, there is the UKAmiga Users’ Group
who | represent. You can contact the
UKAUG at 66 London Road, Leicester LE2
0QD or telephone 0533-550993.
Secondly in the London area, there is a
new regional user group called the Amiga
Meditators. They can be contacted on
01- 377 1358.

Dear AU,

I have been seriously considering the pur-
chase of an Amiga 500 for the past couple
of months, although my resolve has taken
a serious jolt following the letter in your
April issue concerning V1.3 and the fact
that some Amiga games will not run on it.
How prevalentis this problem? Withsome
games costing 30 pounds plus, thisis alot
of money tothrow away on something that
might not work.

I suppose the answer is to make sure that|
don’t buy the V1.3 version, but will games
programmed for V1.3 work on earlier ver-
sions?

This situation can hardly enhance sales of
the Amiga and | hope you canthrow some
more light on the subject since | intend
holding onto my money for the time being;

the alternative being to buy a different
computer!

Yours faithfully,

S. J. Brophy, Horsham

Dear Mr. Brophy,

As | mentioned in the April issue, this
problem occurs when programmers
break Commodore’s guide lines for
addressing the Amiga’s system functions.
If they could stick to these guidelines then
the problems would never occur. Howev-
er, recently Commodore have stated that
in their opinion the problem is not down to
the difference in ROM, but can be ex-
plained by theddifferent types of drive
they have used in the Amiga. I'm not sure
this is 100% true!

This problem will always exist while prog-
rammers look to speed up their programs
by breaking the rules, and | agree with you
when you say it cannot do anything to
enhance the Amiga’s reputation.

To be fair though, | would say that this
problem effects fewer than 10% of games.
With all the publicity surrounding this, |
would not be surprised if programmers do
take heed as this problem will also effect
their sales. So, come on guys and gals,
stick to the rules!

Buying a 1.2 machine will not necessarily
be the answer, as in the near future prog-
rammers will be working for 1.3 machines
and the problem will be reversed; 1.3
games may not work on 1.2.

What | would suggest is that if you buy
yourgames from agooddealer they willbe
happy to try them for you, as of course
most showrooms will be stocked with
current stock utilising 1.3.

Dear AUI,

I would like to ask your “Amiga Answers”
person if there is any publication available
that fully and plainly shows the CLI and
AmigaDOS commands. At the moment |
have the two manuals which came with
the Amiga 500, also the Bantam manual
and “Tips and Hints”. While these give
individual commands they do not show
the command sequences necessary to
get into the “Devices” or the “Startup-
sequence”, for example. When trying to
install anew printer driverlfound the going
very hard; fortunately, when installing ex-
tra memory and setting up the clock and
date, |found amagazine articlewhichtook
me through the process step by step and
wondered why the manuals were not writ-
ten like that!

| live some 50 miles and a ferry crossing
from the nearest town and your publica-
tion gives me assistance which is not
available locally. Please advise me if you
know of any publication whichwould help
me as the Amiga is proving to be a difficult
machine to get friendly with!

With best wishes for continued success.
Yours faithfully,

R. T. Salter, New Zealand

Dear Mr. Salter,

My favourite book on the subject, which
covers it in plain English, is published by
Compute! and is titled the “AmigaDOS
Reference Guide”. It costs about 15
pounds. At present, it covers Workbench
1.2 and not 1.3. However, its style is per-
fectly suited to the beginner.

If you want a book that covers 1.3 as well,
then I would recommend Abacus’s “Ami-
gaDOS Inside and Out”.

Dear AUI,

I have the following questions for you:

1. Please advise me on which disk drives
work with all three C64, C128 and Amiga
computers.

2. Please tell me which printers work with
all three computers.

3.. Are all the Amigas compatible with
each other?

4. What is the maximum size of the Ami-
ga’'s RAM?

5. Where can | buy books about Basic
programming and machine language?

6. How many pixels has the Amiga in
multicolour mode?

Thank you inadvance and’kind Commod-
ore regards.

Kim Sundkvist, Finland

Dear Kim,

1. There is no disk drive that works with all
three of the computers you mentioned.
The 1541-ll willwork with both the C64 and
C128using the Commodore serial interfa-
ce. However, the Amiga cannot directly
address Commodore serial. Likewise, the
C64 and C128 cannot use Amiga disk
drives. .

There is one partial solution in a product
called Access 64.

This allows the use of Commodore serial
devices, such as the 1541-ll, with the
Amiga. However as it costs almost as
much as an Amiga drive, | would probably
recommend that you bought one type of
each drive.

2. Commodore have just brought out an
excellent printer that can be used on both
Commodore serial for the C64 and C128,
and parallel for the Amiga. It is called the
MPS1230 and costs about 150 pounds.
3. The Amiga’s are all fully software com-
patible. However, they do use different
peripherals. That is, a RAM board for the
Amiga 2000 will not work directly with
either the A500 or A1000.

4. The limit on the Amiga’s RAM is im-
posed by the operating system and is
9Mb. However, in future release of the
operating system, this may will be in-
creased.

5. You should be able to buy books from
almost any Commodore dealer. Look out
for publications by both Compute! and
Abacus.

6. The Amiga’s maximumresolutionis 640
x 512. This gives a total of 327,680 pixels.
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THERE'LL BE A HOT TIME
IN THE GAMESWORLD

TONITE!

... BUT YOU
AIN'T SEEN
NOTHIN’ YET!!

AN AUI ENTERTAINMENT SPECIAL

ince the first game exclusively
created for it, the still-highly
playable classic, Mindwalker,
the Amiga has shown it was
capable of achieving what Jay Miner
and the team that originally created the
Amiga always wanted, to become the
greatest game computer.

Psygnosis, whose Blood Money is
reviewed in this Arniga Action produced
the first internationally successful
Amiga game with Brattacus but then
Amiga games were few and mostly
clumsy.

That all changedwith Cinemaware’s
now legendary Defender of the Crown,
which the then MD of CBM UK said sold
more Amigas in the UK than anything
élse - inciuding Deluxe Paint.

The first real quality arcade style
game was the award-winning Xenon,
whose second version is about to
appear.

Now we have brilliantly creative
games like Rocket Ranger, Starglider Il
and Populous; games that not only
require huge investment of time and

money and creativity but that can also
satisfy an audience of game players
considerably older and more
demanding than 12 year old 8-bit
budgeteers.

As the level of quality rises on the
Amiga, so the standard of the best is
accepted what every game mustreach.
So the action on the Amiga gets better
and better.

When the Amiga was created in Los
Gatos, California by Jay Miner, Dave
Morse, R.J. Mical, Dale Luck and the
rest of that team of genius, they
dreamed of a games machine par
excellence. For games read Action. The
dream has come true. But in the words
used by another recent world-
renowned Californian, “You ain’t seen
nothin’' yet!” So we thought it time to
focus on the Amiga’s accelerating climb
to the top of the home computer
entertainment world with an Amiga
Games Special. Introducing the Top of
the Heap, the King of the Hill, the
Numero Uno in Home Computer
Entertainment - AMIGA ACTION!!!
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It Takes Two ...

The creators of the Rising Sun promised that it would
appeal to hardcore gamers as well as adventure
minded types. AUl’s seasoned staffer Tony Hoergan
and adventure expert Andy Moss reviewed
Cinemaware's latest from both angles.

The sun shone through the slatted windows of the
pagoda reflecting brilliantly on the blade of the
young warrior who sat there contemplating his
future. Opposite him, his brother, a master tactician
famed throughout Japan was similarly deep in
thought surrounded by the tools of his trade, maps,
strategies, information on army generals etc. The two
of them sat across from each other knowing only one
thing, the death of their father was to be avenged, that
was certain, but how to succeed at this task was the
problem that befell the brothers.

Hours later the sun, now a fiery red ball, sank
slowly in the eastern sky and brought long shadows
creeping into the room, the tea had gone cold long
before now and the rice in the bowls remained
untouched. Finally Yoshitsune and Yoritomo rose,
bowed, and embraced each other sealing their plan
and signalling the return of the Minamoto clan
together again with only one aim, the destruction of
the Taira, the powerful army clan who were responsi-
ble for the death of their father Yoshitomo. The rivers
were destined to run red with the blood of the Taira,
their temples and castles destroyed, their very name
erased from Japanese history.

omputer games based around far-eastern

history and martial arts have usually delved

nodeeperinthe culture thana Bruce Lee film.
Not necessarily abad thing, but for a totally different
approach, how about combining all the key features
of a quest to become Shogun of twelfth century
Japan? !

From the grounds of your home castle, you can
choose to enter your council room (of little use atthe
start of the game), or begin your conquest. From a
map of the country you can plan out your moves.
Paths connecting castles, monasteries and towns
are shown on the map, with colour coded banners
representing the armies of your enemies. Dragging
your chosen army to an adjacent location sets it off
on its way. Unlike Defender of the Crown, in which




you could just hop across a territory border with the
date clocking on accordingly, Lords of the Rising
Sun forces youtositand twiddle yourthumbs as your
troops inch their way along the route. Pressing "A"
speedsitallupatouch, buteventhenitseemstotake
forever for something to happen.

If you meet another army on the way you could

“Give chase on horseback, chop
up enough soldiers along the way
and you get a shot at the general.”

attempt to form an alliance, or if you feel aggressive
you could always go into battle. Commanding your
archers and swordsmen from an ariel viewpoint,
you get to decide when to advance and when to
retreat. If you are skillful enough to force the enemy
into reatreat, you could try to finish off their general.
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Give chase on horseback, chop up enough soldiers
along the way and you get a shot at the general.

To become Shogun you must gain control of
every castle in the country. Laying siege to a castle
calls for another of the arcade mini-games. This
time, your goal is the Keep and its main guard. This
Gauntlet clone is mouse controlled, making use of
both buttons for swordplay and shooting arrows.
Sadly the mouse is far from the ideal control method,
which combined with the slow scrolling, spoils what
could have been a very enjoyable little sub-game.

While you are out dealing death to your adver-
saries, they are also plotting your dimise. Justas you
can hire a ninja to assasinate an enemy leader, you

ST

s

=i =
$ L
o,

~ b

/
e
-
w
A

can find yourself the target of an identical attack.
Similarly in another break from the strategy, you
could be called upon to defend your own castle from
invaders.

Cinemaware’s characteristic movie-style pre-

sentation has been played down since Rocket Ran-
ger. Inter-scene graphics and narratives are in no
short supply, and the game disks are refered to as
"reel one” and "reel two", but the credits, intros and
the rest play a smaller part. The game format is
typical of the series; a power race with a colonisa-
tion theme, a strategic core surrounded by arcade-
like sub-sections. That one other Cinemaware hall-
markis also present: disk swapping. Forsingle drive
systems (which in this case means all 512K machi-
nes) there is an awful lot of it.

Lords of the Rising Sun is a slickgame. However,
it does come as a slight disappointment after the
amazing Rocket Ranger. The problem I mentioned
about the long waits on the map screen is no minor
one. It may be more realistic, but if it is all for
realism, why notinclude along pause tosimulate the
army sleeping at night? Because it would be extre-
mely boring, that’swhy! That, and the diskswapping
are the game’s only notable faults, but it is a shame
they candilute the playersinterest to such a degree.
Playtest it yourselfif at all possible. Youmay hate it,
but you might just love it. -

T.H.

AFTER NEARLY A YEAR IN THE MAKING,
CINEMAWARE’S LORDS OF THE RISING SUN IS
READY. ANDY MOSS AUT'S OWN SHOGUN ASKS ‘IS IT
FULL OF EASTERN PROMISE? cont. ori next page
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continued from page 67

inemawares’latest epic, Lords Of The Rising Sun,
has been heralded as a sort of Defender Of The
Crown part II by certain parties, but this is far
from the truth. One could argue that there are elements of
Defender in that progress is depicted on a map, and
territories have to be won and a princess has fo be

“Rising Sun is a complicated mix
of strategy war game and
adventure that is interspersed
with arcade action sequences
that have become the hallmark of
Cinemaware.”

rescued, but it is there that similarities end. RisingSunisa
complicated mix of strategy war game and adveniture
that is interspersed with arcade action sequences that
have become the hallmark of Cinemaware.

At the start you get to choose which brother you want
to become, Yoshitsune is the warrior, master swordsman
and genius on the battlefield. Some have said he learned
his craft from wood goblins and as a result has mastered
superhuman qualities. As Yoritomo you are the master
politician and strategist. Your political affluence will gain
you the support of many allies however, as your brother
wins you many battles it also gives him political clout and
that may prove to be not in your best interests lIater. The
two faces appear on screen at the beginning and by
sliding the mouse to one or the other, the character is
highlighted by the opening of his eyes, a nice touch. As
the warrior character, you play no part in the baftle
sequences due fo your superior skills (although you can if
you wish) so select Yoshitsune if it is strategy that you
want.

You then appear inside your home where there are a
number of options fo ponder. Your banner and those of the
major generals are depicted, along with three shiriken
(throwing stars) which represent the number of Ninja
assassins you have available for hire. The better general
you are the more likely your assassins will succeed.
However if they do not, there is a sword graphic, and this
is for you to commit seppuku (ritual suicide) which is
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mandatory for failure.

There are a host of options available to you plan your
campaign and review your troops. You may see the
current status in your army, after which you can take
cities by force, direct battles, move the men around as
they fight, and best of all defend your home castles. This
sequence gives you a view through one of your battle-
ment walls showing you holding a bow and arrow. You
point it at the hordes climbing over your outer walls and
try to pick off the soldiers. Hitting one , you hear a scream
and he drops where he’s hit, never to move again;
consequently if you are a good shot you could be left with
bodies littered all over the place.

When you seige a castle, you get the chance to hack
and slay your way Gauntlet style through the maze of the
castles interior. There is a kidnapped princess in one of
the castles (this changes each time you play) and res-
cuing her in true Cinemaware fashion brings you many
rewards.

If you capture all 19 castles, you win the game and
become Shogun, if you fail you will attain one of 25
possible ratings depending on your performance.

So what does all this add up to? There is no doubting
Cinemaware’s attention to detail, the beautifully imple-
mented original music score, the sensational graphics
and even a save game option (which has never been a
feature in their games before). But I for one feel that Bob
Jacobs in trying to create a game of epic proportions has
included somuch that there isno feel to the game asinsay
Rocket Ranger or King of Chicago. Cinemawares games
were always pick up and play and enjoy regardless if you
win or lose, RISING SUN is so complicated and involved I
fear it will only appeal to dedicated wargamers and not
the mass market that they have built their name on.
RISING SUN could have been fun, instead it is a long
drawn ouf war game that is too serious by far. Sorry Bob,
as one of your greatest fans I say go back to the Rocket
Ranger approach.

AM.
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Spectal Reserie

JOIN THE CLUB!

If you're looking for the best prices, best games, best offers and best service,
then join Special Reserve. Or join Official Secrets if you're looking for more...

Best games at best prices

Confidential 32-page A4 bi-monthly glossy magazine

All the best games, carefully selected and available to members only at truly
extraordinary prices. We're miles cheaper than elsewhere, so cheap that we can't
advertise our individual prices. Below are a selection of offers for two games at about
the same price you would normally pay for one. You can buy a pair of games at the
same time as joining - or join now and select individually from our catalogue of over 700
products. There is no obligation to buy anything.

GameS Pick a pair of games

Below is a small selection from our catalogue. The "SRP" is our combined price
tor both games including UK postage and packing. RRP SRP

ARCHIPELAGOS DEFENDER OF THE CROWN
BARBARIAN 2 PURPLE SATURN DAY .
BATTLECHESS

BIO CHALLENGE .

DORAGON'S LAIR (NEEDS | MEG)
DU#GEON MASTER (NEEDS 1 MEG)

EMANUELLE

F16 FALCON ..

FLIGHT SIMULA
FOOTBALL MANAGER 2
FORGOTTEN WORLDS ..
GALDREGON'S DOMAIN
GRAND MONSTER SLAM ..

WHO FRAMED ROGER RABBIT 21 MEG)...
WHO FRAMED ROGER RABBIT {1 MEG)...
...THREE STOOGES ... 54

E S
LORDS OF THE RISING SU
MICROPROSE SOCCER ..
MILLENNIUM 2.2 .. .
POPULOUS ...
POWERDROME .
ROBOCOP
SHOOT "EM-UP CONSTR' KIT
SILKWORM
STEVE DAVIS SNOOKER
SUPER HANG ON
SWORD OF SODAN
TEENAGE QUEEN

TIMESCANNER .

RIS
ULTIMA V BALANCE OF POWER

Peripherals etc.

SONY 3.5" DS/DD DISK WITH LABEL

AMIGA 500 WITH TV MODULATOR (PLEASE PAY BY CHEQUE)
AMIGA RAM UPGRADE TO 1 MEGwITH cLock)

MP135+ PRINTER by MICRO PERIPHERALS.

(EPSON COMPATIBLE, 80 COL, 135 CPS, F & T FEED, NLQ, 2 YEAR WARRANTY)
MONITOR STAND FITS OVER ST or AMIGA

(COATED STEEL WIRE FRAME, SPECIALLY MADE FOR THE JOB)

KIND WORDS 2 - WORD PROCESSOR + FONTS
PUBLISHERS CHOICE - DESKTOP PUBLISHING
DELUXE PAINT Ill - ART PACKAGE

2 PLAYER POPULOUS LEAD - NULL MODEM CABLE
CIUb PI‘I VllegeS All club members benefit from:

349.99
129.99
134.99

17.99

31.49
61.49
51.49

8.99

» Specal offers: at prices you might not believe!

- Bi-monthly Buyer's Guide each with details of 40 games, building to a valued reference.
» Membership card with privilege number, and folder for the Buyer's Guides.

* 24-hour despatch of stock items. Over 500 lines in stock.

= Each game sent individually by 1st class post. Most will fit through your letter-box.

» 7-day sales hotline, manned 9am to 8pm weekdays, 10am to 5.30pm weekends.

» Written notification of unexpected delays.

* New titles may be ordered in advance and will be despatched upon publication.

- Instant refunds available on request for delayed titles.

- No commitment, no obligation to buy anything and no "minimum purchase”.

Confidential is written for people who take their fun seriously. if you are into Adventure,
Strategy, FRPs, MUGs, PBMs, D&Ds, or if you would simply like to see more from
behind the scenes then Confidential is essential reading. Regular features include
Personnel File, Dead Letters, The Man in Black, Feature Aricles, Brain Teasers, Diary,
News, Competitions, and The Boss Upstairs. Club participation is welcomed.

Gnome RangerLevel 9's award-winning 3-part adventure

Starring Ingrid Bottomiow. "Go out and buy Gnome Ranger pronto” said Atan ST User.
If you already did please tick the box for a Surprise Alternative.

Help'Line Manned each week-day

Advice and hints to help you solve any game bought from us.

SpeCial ReserVe Included in the membership fee

All the features and benefits of Special Reserve membership .

Myth A mini-adventure by Magnetlc Scrolls

Written exclusively for members of Official Secrets and, amazingly enough, included in the
price of membership. Set in Ancient Greece, you play the part of a young god striving to
prove himselt worthy of immortality. You'lt meet the Ferryman, have a chance 1o cheat
Death, and do battle against the nine-headed Hydra guarding the gates to the Underworld.
Myth includes the state-of-the-art Magnetic Scrolls parser and those incredible graphics.
For most computers - disk only. Only to members of Official Secrets.

Included with
Official Secrets
Amiga
Myth & Gnome Ranger

Atari ST
Myth & Gnome Ranger

IBM 5.25" disk
Myth & Gnome Ranger

IBM 3.5" disk
Myth & Gnome Ranger

Commodore 64 disk
Myth & Gnome Ranger

Commodore 64 tape
Captain Blood & G/Ranger

Spectrum+3 disk
Captain Blood & G/Ranger

Spectrum tape
Captain Blood & G/Ranger

Amstrad CPC disk
Captain Blood & G/Ranger
Amstrad CPC tape
Captain Blood & G/Ranger

Amstrad PCW
Myth & Gnome Ranger

Atari 800 disk
Druid & Gnome Ranger

Atari 800 tape
Druid & Gnome Ranger

Myth was rated at 90% by Keith Campbell of Commodore User.
He said "Don't be put off by it being a mini-adventure.... text
undreamed of in those bygone days.”

To order please write, or complete the coupon, or telephone us on 0279 600204. Please note that there is a surcharge of 50p per game tor orders placed by telephone.

L

Ol‘del‘ FOI‘m Non-members please add the membership fee

Name

Address

Post Code
*5.25"/*3.5"/*3.0"/" TAPE
Special Reserve or Official Secrets
P.O. Box 847, Harlow, CM21 9PH

Special Reserve and Official Secrets are trading names of Inter-Mediates Ltd.
Registered Office: 2 South Block, The Maltings, Sawbridgeworth, Herts CM21 9PG.

Computer

Payable to:

i Registered in England Number 2054713. VAT req. no. 424 8532 51

Special Reserve membership £4.00 UK, £5.00 EEC
or
Official Secrets membership £19.95 UK, £24.95 EEC

with Gnome Ranger l:l or with Surprise Alternative l:l

Game - }

*‘CHEQUE/"POSTAL ORDER/"ACCESS/VISA"AMEX
TOTAL |£

Game

{Including Connect, Mastercard and Eurocard)

Credit card expiry date

[] NEREN

* Delete where applicable

Overseas orders must
be paid by credit card,
please add 70p per
game for EEC Post
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ith Emperor Bios laying waste to the Earth
and mankind, the rage of the people’s
minds was so great that it created two
super-human warriors to combat their oppressor.
These two instinctively sef out to destroy Bios, his
three demi-gods and the pawns of the battle, the
aliens.

That wildly imaginative plot should give you
some idea of the level of originality found in Forgot-
ten Worlds. Veteran scenario decoders will have
figured out that the game is a one or (simultaneous)
two player scrolling shoot ‘’em up. Originality is not
everything though, and Forgotten Worlds makes up
for that deficiency in other areas.

“You still get the 16-way firing
ability with the Amiga version,
but a slight compromise has been
made.”

The devastation of the attack from Bios has
apparently nulified the effects of gravity, or conde-
nsed the atmosphere tosuch an extent that effortless
flight is a possibility for the wingless warriors and
mostofthe alienswhich arrive from everydirection.

‘To counter this, the coin-op gave you an Ikari
Warriors-style rotatable joystick. You still get the
16-way firing ability with the Amiga version, but a
slight compromise has been made. Holding down
the fire button whilst moving across the screen
rotates the player. That means that once you get the

right angle you can only move up and down whilst
firing. Itworks well enough when there is little going
on, but as things hot up you tend to find yourself one
step behind the enemy; as soon as you line up with
one bunch of aliens, they disappear and another lot
ram you from behind!

More danger comes from the ground, where
lizards work levers to send missiles shooting to-
wards you, others on swivel-chairs man the guns,
and yet more kneel as if in prayer before launching
more missiles from backpacks. Frozen zombies
rising from the snows and robotic spiders keep the

presure on in later levels.

Both heros begin with a moderately effective
machine gun. As the aliens die, some leave behind
pearly tokens, called zennies, which can be spentin
the mid-level shops. Some of the weaponsup forsale
come in the form of satelites which stick close by,
letting off their missiles, napalm bombs or whatever
as you fire. Information about the end of level
guardian’s weaknesses can be bought, along with
medical supplies to boost your strength. You can
alsogethold ofashield, which instead of causing the
player to glow as in most games, actually attachesa
suit of axmour to the sprite. Shops only appear once
in each level and prices are high, so you will be
lucky if you can afford both a weapon upgrade and
an energy top-up.
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“There is no speech in the game
itself, but you do get a yell every
time you get hit.”

A lot of the coin-op’s frills have been included -
Screen-size portraits of the two hunks appear before
the first level. I presume the speech was sampled
from the coin-op itself, as you need to crank the
volume right up to hear it at all. Still, it is better than
nothing. Further graphics pop up between each
level with more sampled speech. There isno speech
in the game itself, but you do get a yell every time
you get hit. The rest of the sound effects are good but
could do with some more variety. As with mostshoot
'em ups, selecting to play with the music instead is
not advisable.

“The stunning graphics, not least
the guardians, are a good enough
incentive to keep you at it.”

Take it from someone who has played the
finished product (not just a pre-production disk with
infinite energy), Forgotten Worlds is hard. Each of
the collision take only a slight toll on your vitality,
but are so frequent that it soon withers down to
nothing. A possible reason for this is that there are
only four levels in the game. Difficult as it is,
Forgotten Worlds is still highly playable. The stun-
ning graphics, not least the guardians, are a good
enough incentive to keep you at it. A choice of
control modes and a couple more levels would have
finished it off perfectly, but Forgotten Worlds is an
obvious choice for players of the coin-op, and a
serious contender for everyone else’s cash. o

T.

i
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think it was about two years ago that I first saw

Gunship, running on a Commodore 64. The fol-

lowing weekend saw me down at my local
shopping centre eagerly searching out my own
copy.

When I “graduated” to an Amiga, and my trusty
old 64 was consigned to the topshelf ofthe cupboard, ¥
Iwas disappointed to find that Gunship was unavail-
able for my new wondermachine. Imagine my de-
light then, when I was asked to review it for AUL

“Gunship” is a simulation of a Hughes AH-64A
Apache close ground support helicopter. The aim is
toﬁrstmastertheanofﬂymgahehcopter then to
undertake a series of missions, against increasingly
skilled enemies.

“It is not just a case of “load up

flying, an intelligence report on the area and the
opportunity to go on “Sick Call” should you decide
that the mission is too hazardous.

and go’: a good deal of thought
is needed to be successful.”
There are five different missions (in order of 'ﬁ
difficulty): Training in the USA, Southeast Asia, "

Central America, Middle East and Western Europe.
Each scenario offers different needs and require-
ments in terms of what weaponry to load your
helicopter with and how to actually fly the mission.

Itisnotjusta case of “load up and go”;a good deal

of thought is needed to be successful. '

In Gunship, success is rewarded by promotion. “
You will start as a Sergeant and, if you complete your e —— T S — .
training successfully, you will be promoted toactive = i % = 0 5 | = =

duty as a Warrant Officer. As your “career” de- 2 |
velops, your rank willimprove a furthersixlevels, to J oo, 7 3 '| §= .
Colonel. As in real-life combat, exceptional per- : .
formance, heroism or bravery is rewarded with

some form of Honouyr, from the Commendation Me- ||| " =
dal rightup to America’s highest military award, the _ /
Congressional Medal of Honour.  a ks J

_c

x ~ V., Vs e “The very comprehensive
At At o> instrument display contains a
» total of 39 different indicators,

. o N % . dials and gauges, mostof which
. LR Y e o will require a fair amount of
W RS-y attention throughout your
Rroni, oBani B Sl iogd flight.”
y =" -? jn‘ ;‘ " o >

When you accept the mission, all that is left to do
is to arm your helicopter to suit your mission, not

Before you actually get to fly in Gunship, there
are a number of screens to work through, detailing
some important aspects that need to be defined.
These include which pilot (choice of eight) is going
to fly and which mission he (or she) will undertake,
thelevelof danger, enemy ability and overall reality
of the simulation. Then follows your flight briefing, a
look at the map of the sector in which you will be

forgetting to add defensive flares and chaff, whilst
carrying enough fuel and without overloading.
Once loading is complete, a click on “Continue” will
find you sitting “in” your Gunship ready to start your
mission. The very comprehensive instrument dis-
play contains a total of 39 different indicators, dials
and guages, most of which will require a fair t
of attention throughout your flight. There is 40
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AH-64A APACHE SPECIFICATIONS

Overall length: 582"

Overall Width: 480"

Overall Height: 15'3"

Weight Empty: 10,268 pounds

Engines: two T-700-GE-701 turboshaft jets

Nominal Engine SHP: 1,649 per engine

Maximum Engine SHP: 1,896.4 (running on one engine)
Rotor speed: 280 RPM

Fuel Capacity: 376 gallons

Maximum Horizontal Airspeed: 162 Imnots (184 mph)
VDL “never exceed’” Maximum Airspeed: 197 Imnots (224
mph)

Rated Maximum Climb: 2,880 feet per minute

Service Ceiling: 20,500 feet

Avionics: VHF, UHF, » PNVS, TADS, DASE, Doppler Nav.
Maximum AGM-114A Hellfires: 16

Maximum 2.75° FFAR Rockefts four 19-rocket pods (76
total)

Maximum 30mm Rounds: 1200 rounds

Maximum AIM-9L Sidewinders: 6 missiles

Maximum FIM-92A Stingers: 6 missiles

Production Cost in 1986 dollars: $7.3 Million each
Amortized R&D Cost in 1986 dollars: $1.1 Million each

different keyboard flight and combat controls
although many of these can be replaced if either a
joystick or mouse is used.

The “view” through the windscreen is shown in
full colour, with solid 3D buildings and topography,
for both day and night missions. A full sector mapis
provided and, when selected, replaces the cockpit
view. Onthsmapwﬂlheshownallthelmown
positions of both friendly and enemy troops, equip-
ment and bases, as well as your position and
selected mission targets.

A “standard” mission is to destroy designated,
Primary and Secondary targets, whilst disrupting
the enemy wherever possible, before returningto a
friendly base. Flying a helicopter is somewhat diffe-
rent to any other type of aircraft, in that as well as

vertical and horizontal flight, a helicopter can fly
backwards and sideways!

A large cross-hair, in the centre of the wind-
screen, is used to display the direction in which the
control (joystick, mouse, keyboard) is being moved,
the relevant arm turning from white to black as
movements are made.

As I mentioned earlier, I played Gunship quite
extensively on the 64. When I first loaded the Amiga
version Iwas suprised to find that it looked absolute-
ly identical to the 8-bit version. OK, the Amiga
version has an animated intro screen with military-
type music but, to be perfectly frank, I was not
overly impressed with either. Don’t get me wrong
though, this is NOT just a simple copy of an earlier
program, adapted to sell in the 16-bit market. Mic-
roprose have obviously made a concious decisionto
take advantage of the superior machine’s capabili-
ties, whilst staying as close to the original as possi-
ble. If this is the case, they have succeeded.
Although Gunship on the Amiga looks the same at
first glance, it is when you start playing that you
realise the difference; it feels and plays so realisti-
cally.

Gunshipisa terrific program (I hesitatetocallita
game), that will keep any aspiring helicopter pilot
entertained for many, many hours. >

.S.
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0703 332225 =&

Specialists in Mail Order

WHY MEGALAND ¢ 24 Hour Delivery ® 12 months warranty on all hardware

* On site maintenance optional ® Technical support

® 24 Hour ordering service ® Special price offers

* MEGASOFT Club membership for extra special OFFERS

AMSTRAD PC 2086 COMMODORE DESK
PC2086 SD12 MD £619 inc TOP PCS
PC2086 SD 14 CD £775 inc
PC 2086 12 HRCD £875 inc ALL XT'S AT 3 SPEEDS 4,77,8,10
PC 2086 SD 14 HRCD  £975inc Mz supplied with AT-E 102
PC 2086 DD 12 MD £775 inc keyboards & Dos
PC 2086 DD 14 CD £925 inc PC 10 111 Single drive
PC 2086 DD 12 £1025 inc mono monitor £485 + VAT
HRDC Single drive C.G.A.
PC 2086 DD 14 £1125 inc colour monitor £599 + VAT
HRCD Single drive E.G.A.
PC 2086 HD 12 MD £1025 inc colour monitor £799 + VAT
PC 2086 HD 14 CD £1175 inc PC10 111 Dual drive mono
PC 2086 12 HRCD £1285 inc monitor
—_— PC 2086 14 HRDC £1395 inc Dual drive C.G.A. monitor
00000000 £659 + VAY
— AMSTRAD PCW Dual drive E.G.A. monitor
// /————\ 0 \& £789 + VAT
L2 2 2 2\ PCW 8256 £389 inc PC20 111 20 MB Hard disk
PCW 8512 £465 inc mono monitor £689 + VAT
PCW 9512 £515inc 20MB Hard disk C.G.A. monitor
SPECIAL OFFER £839 + VAT
AMSTRAD PPC PORTABLES 20MB Hard disk E.G.A. monitor
£949 + VAT
PCI COMPUTER + HIGH | rrcs12s £415 inc
RES MONITER PPC 6405 £515 inc COMMODORE PC40
PPC 512D £565 inc -
ONLY £309 INC VAT PPC 640D £720 inc AT's

AMSTRAD PC1512

Include V.G.A. Adaptor, 1TMB
RAM 1.2 MB Drive

PC1512 SD M/M £415inc PC40 111 Sngle drive V.G.A.
PC1512 DD M/M £515 inc mono £1149 + VAT
PC1512 SD C/M £515 inc PC40 111 Single drive V.G.A.
PC1512 DD C/M £615 inc colour monitor £1369 + VAT
PC40 111 40 MB Hard disk
AMSTRAD Pc1 640 V.G.A. mono £1419 + VAT
PC40 111 40 MB Hard disk
PC1640 SD ECD £720 inc ‘;{fﬁﬁ;:"'wr £1579 + VAT
PC1640 DD ECD £825 inc .
PC1640 HD20 ECD  £1025inc " C40 11140 MB Hard disk &
PC1640 SD C/D £619 inc 40 MB Tape streamer mono
. £1629 + VAT
PC1640 DD C/D £720 inc
PC1640 HD20 C/D £925inc | PCAQ 11140MB Hard disk &
PC1640 Sd M/D €515 inc 40 MB Tape colour monitor
PC1640 DD M/D £619 inc £1839 + VAT
PC1640 HD20 M/D £825 inc

COMMODORE PC 60 s

00000000
Y iy,——=u | COMMODORE PRICE 386 DESK TOP
: — REDUCTIONS TOP Standard V.G.A. Adaptor |
16MZ
AMIGA AT AR MILE PACK FULLY COMPTABILE SINGLE DRIVE PO s rasssonono
PC COMMODORE PC1 *
R G.A.
s courure v oo ORI oy TR
' (includes mono monitor and PC60 512K RAM 80386 E.G>A. ‘
ROGER RABBIT STAR RAY able-1 integrated software) COLOUR £1199 + VAT ‘
+500 AIR MILES 499 inc. AS ABOVE BUT WITH 14 in C.G.A. :’ACG"? 2.5 MB RAM 80386 1649 + VAT
AR MlLE\gE%J (F)FL: B,\;J YA COLOUR MONITOR boe0 2.5 ME RAM 80386 CGA. |
% £369 + VAT COLOUR £1779 + VAT
MEGALAND WE WILL GIVE YOU
£25 OFF YOUR NEXT
PURCHASE OR £25 TOWARDS
YOUR HOLIDAY

PC60 2.5 MB RAM 80386 E.G.A.
COLOUR £1819 + VAT
PC60-40 40MB Hard disk 2.5

MB RAM 80386 MONO

£1939 + VAT
PC60-40 40 MB Hard disk
2.5 MB RAM C.G.A.

£2105 + VAT
PC60-40 MB Hard disk
2.5 MB RAM E.G.A.

£2149 + VAT
AS ABOVE WITH 40 MB
TAPE STREAMER
Mono Monitor £2229 + VAT
C.G.A. Monitor £2395 + VAT
E.G.A. Monitor £2439 + VAT

PC60-80 80MB Hard disk
Mono monitor £2105 + VAT
PC60-80 80MB Hard disk
mono monitor £2269 + VAT
PC60-80 80MB Hard disk

E.G.A. £2319 + VAT
AS ABOVE WITH 40 MB
TAPE STREAMER
Mono monitor £2394 + VAT
C.G.A. monitor £2559 + VAT
E.G.A. monitor £2599 + VAT
ACCOUNTS S WARE

Sage Bookeeper £99
Sage Accountant €149
Sage Acountant Plus £249
Sage Financial Controller

£399
Sage Payroll 2 £149
Migent Accountability £79

SPREADSHEETS

Amstrad Supercalc 3.2.1. £62
Ashton Tate Javelin Plus £245
Borland Quattro £199
Gratox Logistix £79
Lotus 1-2-3 Ver 2.01 £395
Lotus Hal £120
Lotus Report Writer £79
Microsoft Excel £395
Microsoft Multiplan Jnr £56
Sage PC Planner £99
Supercalc Ver 5 £396
VP Planner £66
VP Planner £110

ATARI

520 STFM 1 Mb Drive Explorer Pack
£258.75 inc.
520 STFM Super Pack (21 games and
businesssoftware) £389.00inc.
520 STFM and Mono Monitor £372.75inc.
1040 STFM TV Modulator £399.00inc.
1040 STFM Super Pack (21 games and
business software) £419.00inc.
1040 STFM with Microsoft Wnite and
V.LP.Professional £419.00inc.
1040 STFM Super Pack (21 games and
business software), Microsoft Write
&V .\.P. Professional £455.00inc.
1040 STFM with Atari 124 Mono

Monitor £499.00inc.
1040 STFM with Colour

Monitor SC1224 £649.00in¢.
1040 STFM Super Pack with
MonoMonitor 124 £425.00inc.

NOW IN STOCK THE NEW S20 STFM POWER PACK
WITH 20 GAMES £389 INC VAT.

42 - 44 MILLBROOK ROAD EAST, SOUTHAMPTON

OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY 9.00am to 5.30pm
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~ IVTEGALAND 703 330005 =

CREDIT CARD MAIL ORDER

SELECTION BELOW

AMIGA 500 MEGA PACK £389.00 INC
INCLUDING MOUSE WORKBENCH 1.3, UTILITIES, MANUALS, BASIC TUTORIAL,
PLUS FREE TV MODULATOR, JOYSTICK AND ANY TEN FREE GAMES FROM OUR

Custodian, Warlocks Quest, Spitting Image, Int Soccer, Winter Olympiad 88, Hellbent,
Backlash, Zynaps, Return of the Jedi, Eliminator, Demolition, Gridstart, Mercenary
Quadralien, Star Goose, Powerplay, Hostages, Platoon, Wizball

500 + TV MOD £369 inc
500 MEGAPACK £399 inc
ee above

500 + 1084S HIGH £578 inc

RES COLOUR MONITOR

500 + VISIONS 4200 £528 inc
OLOUR MONITOR

500 + 8833 PHILIPS
OLOUR MONITOR

£548 inc

i [
' "

F880 3/, DRIVE
F302C 3 7, DRIVE
UMANA CAX 354E
1010 3 %, DRIVE

o MD C30 3, DRIVE

£89 inc
£85 inc
£99 inc
£115inc
£85 inc

A2000 + 1BM
A2000 + 1084(5) £1598 inc
Monitor + bridge BD + 20Mmb
Hard disk
A2000 + 1084(5) £1199 inc
FOR DTP/CAD CONFIGURATIONS
ALL SYSTEMS FORMATTED
AMIGA 2000 A 2058 8MB Mem
Expansion Card fitted with 2MB RAM
A2094A/2092 - Autoboot AMIGA 20MB
Hard drive internal (AMIGA)
Video Card - Flicker Fixer Phone
14 Inch High Res Colour Monitor FST
A2000, A2620, A2090A/2092
Video card 21" FST HRCM Phone
A2000, A2620, A2090A/2094 A2058
Video Card 14" HRCM Phone

FOR FURTHER SELECTION PLEASE PHONE

A2000 ACCESSORIES

. A HARDWARE (@ A2000 HARDWARE PRINTERS

£899 + VAT |

{
|
|

£190 inc
£249 inc
£349 inc

STAR LC10 MONO
STAR LC10 COLOUR
START LC24-10

24 PIN

STAR NB24-10 £599 inc
STARLC10CMB C64  £179 inc
STARLC10 CMB C64  £299 inc ===
EPSON LX800 £149 4 VAT . \
EPSON LQ500 £305 inc —
EPSON FX850 £286 inc
EPSON EX800 £427 inc
EPSON EX1000 £482 inc
PANASONIC KXP £299 inc SPECIAL OFFER

1124 (24 Pin)
PANASONIC KXP £169 inc

Amiga A500 1.3 WB
1084(s) Colour Monitor
£578 inc VAT

1081

COLOUR PRINTERS

M
E
G
A
L
A
\'}
D

| A N " 20MB Hard disk £399 inc| Citizen HQP40 24 Pin £575
AMIGA or MSDOS LC10 Colour 9 Pin £249 inc
. XT Bridge board £399 + VAT | EPSON EX1000 £543 inc
501-512 KRAM £129inc | AT Bridge board £675 + VAT | Hewlett Packard £689 inc
OUSE MAT £4.95inc  |NT Genlock £179 + VAT | Paint Jet
MIGA DUST £4.95inc g MB RAM/B £649 + VAT ‘
COVER with 2 MB RAM LASER PRINTERS AMIGA
MODULATOR £21.95inc | 2nd Drive 31/2 £75 + VAT |
TEEL MONITOR £15.95 inc Citizen Overture £1299 inc A500 1.3
STANDARD AMIGA 5205T | Hp Laserjet 2 £2099 inc 2l
TEEL DOUBLE £25.95inc | Star Lazer 1MB £1695 inc
MONITOR STAND AMIGA ST . MEM
e T:iasr:(gle 20MB Hard  £469 + VAT | tocnn cp3s00 CALL
U ) b4
| VORTEX A500 £499 + VAT
64 Hollywood Pack €149 inc | ard disk MONITORS
64 Home Enter- £199 inc T:::‘;f;:f"'a £579 + VAT cpp 1084S Stero £239 inc
p .
tainment Pack _ Cumania CSA 354 goginc  CoOM1%01 £149inc
541 C1151/4 C64 £145 inc special price
drive Cumana CDA 358 £199 + VAT | copmcGa Compatible —
581 31/2/800K £129 inc g;'{:fn"; '2“:3 514 1S+ VAT | phillips 8833 £229 inc ' X
C64 drive drives from ¢85 inc | CBM 1900 Mono £129 inc —)
ceanic 41/4 C64 £125inc ATARI 124 Mono £129 inc
drive ATARI SC/1224 £259 inc SPECIAL OFFE RS
AoUU/AZUUL EPSON LQ500
) NF CREDIT CARD MAIL ORDER 24 PIN PRINTER
_ SPECIAL HOTLINEFOR EXPORT £305 inc VAT
Philips CM8833 High  £229 inc
Bes TEL 0702 332225
084(s) Stereo High £239 inc ALL OTHERS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY WESTERN DIGITAL
Res OFFERS SUBJECT TO CHANGE IN PRICE HARD CARD 32MB
901-Colour Pcor C64 £149 inc WITHOUT NOT|CE .
900 C64 Mono £129inc £258.85 inc VAT
ISIONS 4200 £189 inc =
ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT UNLESS STATED
---------------------‘
READING LONOON To: 42-44 Millbrook Road East, Southampton I
M3 | wish to order _ ]
BASINGSTOKE SHIRLEY ROAD . ) .
| enclose cheque/PO for £ _ inc VAT.
WINCHESTER M271 Or charge my Access/Visa No. Exp. date ] .
MILLBROOK COMMERCIAL e r- .
ITTTTTT I I LT T
RINGWOOD M271 M27 I
woon__ .
emenSi soumwpmoum HEWITT ROAD & Name _ Signature i
w27 MEGALAND Address - .
.ﬁ“?f"ﬁmgdi.:ﬁiwmﬁfﬁ%’%“ A36 MOUNTBATTEN WAY l Postcode Tel No: .
TR ORI LT 2 PPOM AT PRICES CORRECT ON DATE GOING TO PRESS
T I I I I I




ENTERTARINMENT/

Bergon cast a knowing eye over his new, hardy yet
inexperienced party, and sighed deeply. These
were all couragous volunteers, even that apprentice
food merchant fellow Tag, the one who was tokeepa
note of their travels, and not one of them had shown
even the slightest hint of reservation. Indeed quite
the contrary, they were all excited about their
~ adventures to come.

Winter was fast approaching though, and Ber-

gon knew what that would mean, he hoped with
everything in his heart that the weather would hold
for the trip to Sunrise mountain, the first stage of
their quest to put their world back to rights. ‘Come
comrades’, he said, ‘let us be on our way, and may the
gods watch over us’. With that he stood, and walked
purposefully out of the inn and onto the road that led

nce in a while there comes a time in a

reviewers life where everything appears

smelling like roses. The world is suddenly a
better place, and I walk around with a smile on my
face. JOURNEY has done that for me, it is a wonder-
ous piece of software that captivates you from the
start and does not let go.

JOURNEY is written in true Tolkenien style,
using the now familiar ‘the land is in turmoil, crops
are blighted, disease and famine ravage the once
properous people, and evil has fallen over the land’
type scenario. The only hope for the people is to find
the geat wiz Astrix (Gandalf?) and convince him to
retumn from his solitude and lend his help.

A party is assembled comprising some four
hardy souls including Tag,(Bilbo?), an apprentice
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food merchant who has agreed to not only act as
provisions manager but also keep a diary of the
journey, hence the words that you see after each
action that you decide to take. Tag can be changed
for your own name if you wish, but you may find
yourself making derogatory comments about your-
self, if vou see what I mean.

“I suppose the system is similar to

the Level 9 ‘Adrian Mole’ games,

but overall is much, much slicker
and much more polished.”

Bilbo Baggins, I presume?

Magic and fantasy themes have alwavs
played a large part in adventure games. The
Hobbit, by J.R.R. Tolkien, was one of the first
smashing best sellers to open the world of
fantasy for thousands of readers — even entire
cultures. Penned by Mark Blank, creator of
Zork and Enchanter, Journey is a different type
of adventure than those with which you have
been accustomed. Written in a style that sees
the story presented actually through one of the
characters eyes, the tale unfolds before you
and the challenge is to decide which path to
take, or where to expiore, and what actions to
take where. I suppose the system is similar to
the Level 9 ‘Adrian Mole’ games, but overallis
much, much slicker and much more polished,

“There are great many puzzles in
the game, which are not the solve
or die variety, but the ‘solve this
and it will help you later’ type.”
Actions are simple, all you do is highlight the
word you want to use, which at the beginning willbe
either PROCEED or ENTER (the shop), after that,
other action words will appear depending on how

the story progresses. Any action you take, will
advance the story towaxrds one of its many endings,

prea
ndel

but there is only one ending that is the best, the
destruction of the Dread Lord (Sauron?).

There are a great many puzzles in the game,
which are not the solve or die variety, but the ‘solve
this and it will help you later’ type. If you do get
frustrated, and end the session, you can call up a
“T'ags musings’ file, which uses hindsight to give you
clues as to what you should have done like ‘maybe
looking back we should have explored further up
stream’ etc. There is a save game option, but Infocom
urge you not to use it too often. Just enjoy the game
and see the consequences of your actions whatever
the outcome.

The graphics are very pretty,and convey the
style and atmosphere perfectly. You cannot help but
feel youarereadinganovel,and are drawn rightinto
the story itself. The characters take on real persona-
lities, and yes, you do become attached to them.
There are times when the story just runs on its own
without any decisions to make, but the prose is
crafted so well, that its just a pleasure to read it.

The puzzles gently become tougher from a
rather benign opening, and you start to realise that
like Lord Of The Rings from which Journey has
obviously been related, magic will play asignificant
part in the proceedings. For pure entertainment,
Journey is a classic of the genre, so good I think, that
Marc Blank should take up where Tolkein left off
and treatus to some more adventures of Tag, Bergon
and all.

Quite simply, an essential purchase for any
Amiga owner in search of software to entertaijtl.M
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ENTERTARINMENT)/

fthe name Airball rings a bell you have probably

seen a copy or two on the ST software shelves.

Isometric 3D arcade adventures were old hat at
the time of its ST release, but even now there have
been very few of these on the 16-bit machines.

Microdeal’s graphics man, Pete Lyon, hasdonea
superb job of the intro. It tells the brief background
story of a kid who ventures into a haunted house,
where he is zapped by a scorcerer and turned into a
bubble. Life as a bubble is not exactly a bundle of
laughs, so you set about finding the spell book which
contains a spell to turn you back into a human.

In bubble form, your biggest concern is your
internal air pressure. You start on a pump in the
central room. These pumps are essentialif youare to
maintain a sufficient pressure, but your thin mem-
brane can only take so much air before bursting.
Judging pressure can be tricky as the indicating bar
is without any calibration, so it is easy to over-fill by
mistake. In fact, your delicate skin gives you no-
thing but trouble.

Just like Knight Lore, the founder of the genre,
ARirball is played as a 3D platform game. As the
tradition dictates, falling from heights and landing
on anything remotely spikey results in death. Unlike
Knight Lore there are no mobile hazards, guards or
monsters. There are however some sneaky traps,

AIRBALL ...

such as the rooms that drop you right onto a floor of
spikes the moment you enter. Each time you lose a
life you are put back to the last pump you visited
which, can be frustrating as there is only a meagre
sprinkling of them in the whole game. Would it not
have been better to putthe playerjust one room back
the way he came?

The 3D does limit the scope for graphics, but the
amount of detail is impressive to the point of confus-
ing things. Some excellent music plays in the back-
ground, though as you would expect, after a few
lengthy sessions of exploration it does get a bit
monotonous. The same can he said of the rest of the
game. Airball is a neat, attractive arcade adventure
but I had hoped for more variety from a half-meg
machine. There is a lot more you can do with a 3D
arcade adventure, as anyone who has played Craf-
ton & Xunc will tell you, but Airball has very few
ideas of its own. It only offers short texm entertain-
ment for experienced gamers, but any newcomers
seeking to cut their teeth should give it some con-
sideration.
hiCs: 6 TH
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IN 1977 VOYAGER Il WAS LAUNCHED - INV]
UNIVERSE TO VISIT OUR PLANET. GET READY

~ COMPANY'S COMING

e

& /  bored and hungry. On Earth the gate crashers

/ are about to arrive — they are the ROXIZ, but
Snayles has got other ideas — no-one, but
NO-ONE is going to spoil
his home-coming party!

Y2 m 1 6 A
| £24.99

Telephone: 061 832 6633

B o e e e N T B T

Luke Snayles — returning to Earth after
completing a 50 year sentence of
“investigative exploration™ is not a man youd
wish to meet. After half
a century of solitude, he’s

6 Central Street




[ENTERTARINMENT)

Pysgnosis

5

fever there was a shoot ’em up solely concerned

with gratuitous violence, this is it! At least if you

are the last starfighter, you have your people,
planet or whatever to protect, so melting hundreds
of aliens is all in a good cause. Blood Money, on the
other hand, supplies you with an artificial environ-
ment, like some kind of aggressive alien farm. There
are four of these farms which the marketing boys
have innocently publicised as safari parks, each on
its own planet.

“You get to blow up anything you
possibly can, and should you sur-
vive the whole adventure, inter-
galactic stardom and unimagin-
able wealth are promised.”

It seems that evolution did a U turn somewhere
after the 20th century, as the brains of Joe Public are
incapable of seeing these safaris for what they are:
hopeless death-traps. For a fee, the owners will
supply you with a ship and give you access to either

&mmmm

004950 S 010NS-0BE 000000 S I

of the two tamest safaris. You get to blow up a
thing you possibly can, and should you survive t
whole adventfure, intergalactic stardom and uni
aginable wealth are promised. So far, this has be
attempted by many, but achieved by none.

Gibba will be your first port of call. Fitted out
cassic hi-tech panelled decor, it throws you right
at the deep end. After a few predictable alien wav
and the walkers have put in an appearance, t
forced scrolling pushes you into some very tig
spots.

“The helicopter ofthe first levelis
replaced by a submarine in the
second, followed by a jet pack,

and finally a little spaceship.”

Fixed to the back wall, rotating arms sp
dangerously, diverting your attention to scrapi
through the gaps as aliens and cash pass you k
That cash is contained in most of the aliens. Sho
them and a coin pops out for collection, the value
which corresponds to the size of the slain beast. ]
you start with a patheti supply of bullets whi
usually die out before they hit their target, tI
opportunity to buy some decent weapons will ]
snapped up.

For a price you can add another couple of gur
rear firing missiles, bombs, extra lives and spee
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Remember Brattacus?

Psygnosis created on of the very first Amiga games:
Brattacus. They have been faithful to the market
since, though they hide their blushes now if you

mention Brattacus.
H;’ a ﬁ'm;n whenthe Amiga was starved of traditional
Ik & B GTET T M U AP T ST scrolling shoot ’em ups, Psygnosis released their R-
Lo '?‘_"r- o Type substitute: Menace.

you are left with is often totally inadequate simply
for self defence alone. Weapons need to be more
available. The typical Pysgnosis packaging (includ-
ing a poster of the cover artwork), plus impressive
graphics and sounds make Bloody Mondey a classy
zapper. With R-Type and Forgotten Worlds as com-
petition, it could just do with a dash more of that
essential ingredient: playability.

T.H.

T34 ma ol ~ P v i -
Moo0c00 NS 120081

Graphics: 8
Sound: 8

ups. Get blown up soon after stocking up your Playability: 7
weapons, and youwill find yourself skint, miles from Value: 7
the next shop, and armed with only the most basic Price: £19.95

system.

Everything else you expect in a shoot ’em up is
there, from motherships to the red slime leveland a
simultaneous two playermode. The helicopterofthe

first level is replaced by a submarine in the second, B EST T i %
followed by a jet pack, and finally a little spaceship. E y - - -

Throughout, the graphics are attractive, often bril-
liantly animated, but fail to break the accepted
mould. The in-game sounds are helpful whilst not
outstanding, but David Whittaker’s title track, cram-
med full of samples, is certainly different. After the
title sequence of the player’s ship weaving through
a 3D asteroid belt, the conformist game comes as a
bit of a disappointment.

Gauging the difficulty of a shoot ’em up can be
very tricky. If the aliens are dangerous fighters,
then you should be well equipped. At times you are;
with a selection of brand new weapons you are
prepared for battle. Lose them, and the pea shooter
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TEL ELECTRONICS

] @EEE

SAMELE
EDITOR

] @] ]

A top quality sound sampling
system at a realistic price.
100% machine code software for
realtime functions.

HiRes sample editing.

Realtime frequency display.
Realtime level metera.

Files saved in IFF format.
AdJustable manual/automatic
record trig level.

Variable sample rate & playback
speed.

Separate scroll line waveform
windows & zoom function with Edit
windows for fine accurate editing.
3D shot of sound waveform. Wave
editor to design your own
waveforms or adjust existing ones.
Microphone & line input 1/4" Jack
& Din connections.

Software files can be used within
other music utilities.

ONLY £69.99 PLEASE STATE A500/1000/2000

L O

[

MIDIMASTER

Full Midi Interface for A500/1000/
2000 {please state model).
Compatible with most lcading Midi
packages (Including D/Muslic).

Midi In - Midi Out x3 - Midl Thru.

Fully Opto isolated.

No need to pay more - Full Midi
standard.

ONLY £34.99

SPECIAL OFFER!!

BUY THE MIDIMASTER &

THE MIDI MUSIC

MANAGER TOGETHER FOR

ONLY £59.99

PRINTER LEADS

[JJ 25 pin 'D' to 36 way Centronlcs

paraliel lead. 1.2m length.

] AS500 or 1000, please state.

ONLY £8.99

MIDI MUSIC
MANAGER

A TRULY PROFESSIONAL
MIDI PACKAGE AT A
REALISTIC PRICE

M|

I

-

|

Play sampled sounds on Amiga from
any Midl track.

Full dubblng - listen to one track
while recording another.

Works with many Mldl interfaces
Including Datel Midl Master (see Ad)
8 realtime Midi tracks for record/
playback.

Adjustable track length - limited
only by available memory.

Works with standard IFF files.

ONLY £39.99

MIDI CABLES

a
|

Top quality.
3 metre length.

ONLY £6.99 rar
UNBEATABLE VALUE

e R

To complement the Sample Studio the
Datel Jammer gives you a 5 octave
keyboard to play & record your sampled
sounds.

FEATURES:-
[ 4

Tempo & Beat controls.

Mixer Controls on Instruments.
Load & Save sequence,

Works on standard IFF file sounds.

DATA
ACQUISITION
UNIT

_l Turn your Amiga Into a sophisti-
cated measuring Instrument
capable of measuring a wide range

_ of data inputs.

|_] Sample & display events from
microseconds to hours- with
amplitudes from milivolts to 50
volts.

|_] A Hardware/Software package with
very high spec. including:-

DIGITAL SCOPE DISPLAY - 2 channel

inputs.Manual or continuos display.

Timebase 500ms/div to 20us/div-

accurate to 5%.

_] 6 bit fiash conversion gives 2
million samples/sec.

PLOTTER DISPLAY

_] Timebase range 1 sec to 10hrs per
plot.

All features found on units costing

thousands of pounds.

ONLY £99.99

PLEASE STATE A500/1000/2000

Copy an entire disk in under 60
seconds.
Works with one drive up to four.

Multiple copy option allows you to
make many coples from one
original.

Copy 1 or 2 disk sides - up to 80
tracks.

Full verify option.

4 track sequencer up to 9990 events.

W]
J

)

U
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|

J

FILES OPTIONS  GOOGIES

AMIGA
DIGITISER

256 x 256 display with 16 grey
levels.

Realtime frame grab 1/50th
second.

Takes standard composite Video
input from camera or Video
recorder.

Screen update 1 frame per second,
single, continuous or buffered
display.

Load, Save facilitles including IFF
Save.

Edit picture, cut, copy, paste and
undo.

Special effects, reverae, negative,
mirror, compress, etc.

Increase the width of the display
to 320 x 256 automatically or
manually.

Plugs into the parallel port of your
Amiga 1000/600/2000.

Comes complete with it's own
power pack.

ONLY £89.99

Compatible with A500/1000/2000.

Easy to use Icon driven programme
takes the mystery out of disk
backup.

Special format parameters for non-
standard formats.

ONLY £29.99

NOTICE 1988 COPYRIGHT ACT
DATEL ELECTRONICS Ltd. neither authorizes or condones the use of it's
products to reproduce copyright material. 1t ts illegal to make copies of such
material without the expressed consent of the copyright owners or thicr
licene

CCs.

AMG 3




ATEL ELECTRONICS

EXTERNAL 3.5" DISC DRIVE

Slimline extra low profile unit - only 6" long!

J

] Top quality drive mechanism.

'] Throughport allows daisy-chaining
other drives.

|_] A superbly styled case finished in
Amiga colours.

[_] Fully compatible.
|_J 1 meg unformatted capacity.

|_] Good length cable for positioning
on your desk etc.

ONLY £149.99 TwiN DRIVE

NEW LOW
PRICE ONLY

£79.99

SINGLE DRIVE

ADD £5 FOR COURIER DELIVERY IF REQUIRED

EXTERNAL DRIVE SWITCH

i_] Switch in/out of external drives.

{_] Save on memory allocated for drives
not currently in use.

|_] DF1 & DF2 controlied.
_] Fits between computer & driver(s).

ONLY £9.99

STEREO BOOSTER
SYSTEM

|_] Boost the output of your Amiga in
glorious stereo.

|_] 30W + 30W power amplifier.

| 5 band graphic equalizer.

|_] Complete with cables for A500/
A1000/A2000 models.

|_] Slimline colour matched metal

case with built-in mains power

unit.

Headphone socket.

0NLY£59 99

MATCHING
SPEAKERS

] High quality miniature 3 way
speaker units in die-cast
aluminium shelf enclosures.
30 Watts 8 ohm each.

ONLY €39 99 PAIR

LOW COST BAR
CODE READER

|_] Low price Bar Code Reader.

Model 420, high performance, low
cost Bar Code Reader.

Works with any Amiga/ST computer
system (please state which) via the
RS232 interface.

Features a built-in self-testing
function.

Features a diagnostic indicator.

Can read codes EAN, UPC. Inter
leaved 2 of 5, Code 39, CODABAR.
Comes complete with wand. ready
to go.

Easy to install.

ONLY £189.99

L

LU LR

L

REPLACEMENT
MOUSE

High quality direct replacement for
mouse on the Amiga.

Teflon glides for smoother
movement.

LL C L

Optical system counting - 500/mm.

Special offer - free mouse
mat + mouse house
{worth £7.99).

ONLY £29.99

COMPLETE

512K RAM
EXTENSION CARD

Available with/without calender/
clock option.

Simply plugs internally into A500
slot.

Switch in/out with switch supplied.
Fitted in minutes - no soldering etc.
Accepts 41256 DRams (zero K
fitted).

With calendar/clock onboard time/
date automatically booted.

] Battery backed to retain time/date.

ONLY £19.99
FOR STANDARD CARD TO
ACCEPT 512K

ONLY £34.99

FOR VERSION WITH CLOCK/
CALENDAR

NB THESE PRICES ARE FOR BOARDS
WITHOUT RAM CHIPS. PHONE 0782
744707 FOR RAM PRICES.

PHONE FOR LATEST FULLY
POPULATED BOARD/RAM PRICES.

L LLL L L

Rubber coated ball for minimum siip.

GENISCAN
SPECIAL
VALUE
PACK

] An easy to handle Handy Scanner
featuring 105 mm scanning width &
200 dpi resolution enables you to J
reproduce graphics & text on your
computer screen.

| ] Powerful software ailows for cut &
paste editing of images etc.

Save images in suitable format for
most leading packages including
DELUXE PAINT etc.

_1 Adjustable switches for brightness | Printout for Epson compatibles.
& contrast. ] Package includes GS4000 scanner,
interface & Scan Edit software.
| D
- :“l::::::lgl b |_] Unmatched range of edit/capture

facilities simply not offered by
other scanners at this unbeatable
price.

J With Geniscan you have the ability
to easily scan images, text &

graphics into the AMIGA.

SPECIAL OFFER
COMPLETE WITH DELUXE PAINT Il &
DELUXE PRINT FOR ONLY £189.99

\ INCLUDING HARDWARE/SOFTWARE

ALL ORDERS NORMALLY DESPATCHED WITHIN 48 HRS

HOW TO ORDER

BY PHONE BY POST

0782 744707 Send cheques/POs made
24hr Credit payable to

Card Line "Datel Electronics”

0782 744292

UK ORDERS POST FREE
EUROPE ADD £1
OVERSEAS ADD £3

PRICES AND SPECIFICATIONS CORRECT AT TIME OF PRESS
AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

CALLERS WELCOME - Please reserve goods by telephone prior to visit.

DATEL ELECTRONICS LTD., FENTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

GOVAN ROAD, FENTON, STOKE-ON-TRENT, ENGLAND.
SALES ONLY TECHNICAL ONLY
0782 744707 0782 744324
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Flight paused. Press any Key to coni-i.nut.

attlehawks is Lucasfilm’s sortie into the
realms of naval air combat simulation, not
complete flight simulation, with the emphasis
firmly placed upon evasive and attack manoeuvres
rather than glide-slopes and ILS
The package consists of two disks, an Amiga-
specific reference card and a 151-page manual. The
manual itself is a good historical reference which
includes fold-out colour maps.

“You take the role ofan American or
a Japanese pilot each with 16 missions
to fly.”

Battlehawks concentrates on the four decisive
battles that swung the Pacific War in favour of the
United States: Coral Sea, Eastern Solomons, Midway
and Santa Cruz. Youtake the role ofan Americanora
Japanese pilot each with 16 missions to fly. The
“Japanese” option is a welcome one but the fact that
Lucasfilm hopes to market the game in Japan may
have had something to do with its inclusion. The
Bmerican pilot can fly the Wildcat, Avenger or
Dauntless while the Japanese pilot may fly the Val,
Zero or Kate. However, the interesting part about
aircraft selection is that is historically accurate.
That is, the aircraft not only differ in type but also in
their particular variant. So a Dauntless flown in the
initial battle, Coral Sea, will be of an earlier variant
from a Dauntless flown in the later battle, Santa
Cruz.

If you are aftex promotions and medals you will
fly by the book. This means that when you select a
mission the type and variant of your aircraft is pre-
selected as well as the amount of ammunition you

LUCASFIL!
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possess, your starting altitude and so on. Altering
these values invalidates your chance for official
recognition.

There are four missions, all rated for difficulty,
within each battle but the pressure is on to complete
all of them as your pilot retires after completing 16
missions. You effectively get one shot at each mis-
sion. Taking time completing a mission hampers
your chances of reaching higher echelons of rank
and will, obviously, restrict your opportunities of
gaining extra medals. You are able to pick and
choose your missions, however, because they can
be completed in any order.

You can examine each individual aircraft, via
the main menu, where a three-view is provided with
additional information. Unusually, the side view can
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To assist the designing of Battlehawks,
Lucasfilm sought the help of Dick Best. Dick
was the Commanding Officer of the
Enterprise’s Bombing group 6 at Midway.

He, himself, led his squadron of dauntless
bombers against the Japanese carrier
Akagi, hitting the carrier amidships. Best
made a positive contribution to the game.
For example, while viewing the torpedo
attack phase on a pre-release copy Best
commented that,

“The visualisation of the torpedo attack
Is very good, but the stall speeds are a bit
off.”

Co-designer, Noah Falstein used the
information in the production copy of
Battlehawks and then summed up Best’s
contribution,

“He has helped us fine tune the

responsivness of the controls. He is helping
us a lot with the documentation, and is
giving us the feeling that we are on the right
track.”

be rotated as a 3-Dimage. This is useful for recognis-
ing enemy aircraft even when viewed at unusual
angles.

Graphically, Battlehawks is impressive. The
program uses digitised images instead of polygons
increasing the level of detail. While the images
move around the screen smoothly, the action does
slow, somewhat, when there is a lot of movement on
the screen. Although this is a fairly rare occurence
and it has to be said that, with the amount of detail
and action on screen, the Amiga version is the most
playable of all. The PC version is jerky on all but the
fastest (and most expensive) AT models while the ST
crawls along. Excellent touches abound. Explosions
are very effective, when an aircraft is hit and
explodes bits of debris spin in the air, hitting the
water with a splash. Whilst in the aircraft you can
view to the left, right, downwards and behind.

Some aircraft have a rear-gunner which can
control independently of the pilot’s controls. The
best viewing feature is the “Camera”. This records,
at your command, a period of flight. Afterwards, you
can watch the sequence, a dogfight, for example,
from different angles while zooming in at the same
time to assess your progress - well this is Lucasfilm

after all! In fact, Battlehawks has the best graphical
presentation of any flight simulator on the market
today. Sound, however, while being effective, is
nothing tosing about. Engine noises vary in frequen-
cy with different throttle settings, by-the-way,
something those poor ST owners do not have.

As was mentioned above, I would not class
Battlehawks as a complete flight simulator. For one
thing you do not take-off orland. All the action takes
place immediately before and after engagements.
All of the cockpit displays are the same too. Howev-
er, Battlehawks is excellent at doing what it was
designed to do - simulating tactical combat.

“FHF-4 UILDIAT , . B T
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Flight paused. Press any Key to confinue.

A major factor in Battlehawks that I particularly
like - is the feeling of being part of a team. Other
flight simulators set you in the role of the lonesome
cowboy, whereas Battlehawks gives you the im-
pression that you are part of the posse. Fellow,
computer-controlled, aviators may actually help
you in in your mission, engaging bomber escorts, for
example.

I can heartily recommend Battlehawks to any-
one, including Flight Sim. enthusiasts, who is after
something a little different. Lucasfilm should be
congratulated for extending thje boundaries of
graphical realism and for succeeding in making you
feel involved, on of the main aims of all leisure
software.
P.R.
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ENTERTARINMENT/

irst the good news: all nuclear weapons have

been disposed of. The bad newsis that it took a

full scale nuclear war to bring the super-
powers to their senses. Great numbers of conventio-
nal forces have been amassed as a result. The heads
of the world’s armies, powerful as they are, miss
theirold fashioned continent-melting missiles. They
havejoined forces to overthrow the politicalleaders
of the world, with the intention of re-introducing
nuclear arms, almost certainly leading up to a fifth
great war which would finish the planet for sure.

“Prototypes of an armoured jeep
and a helicopter gunship have
just been completed and are the
people’s only hopes. You can take
either (or both with a team mate)
on your mission to stop the
generals’ advancing troops.”

Prototypes of an armoured jeep and a helicopter
gunship have just been completed and are the
people’s only hopes. You can take either (or both
with a team mate) on your mission to stop the
generals’ advancing troops.

Both the chopper and the jeep have their own
areas to patrol. The chopper, armed with forward
and diagonally downward firing guns, has the free-
dom of around 80% of the screen. The rest is the

territory of the jeep. While the jeep’s movementisfar
more restricted (though it can jump), its adjustable
180 degree machine gun compensates. Mobile ene-
mies come in airborme and landbased varieties.
Those on the wing swoop around in the usual pat-
terns, running one after the other into your stream of
zap. Down on the ground, rows of gun turrets pump
guided missiles into the air. Shooting the mines
releases clouds of shimmering plasma gas which
act as shields. Shooting or collecting a second cloud
instantly detonates it as a smart bomb.

More upgrades are contained in the goose-
copters. These assemble themselves from indes-
tructable components around a vunerable nerve
centre. Blowing them up reveals speed-up or twin-
shot tokens. The generals leading the armies into
battle wait at the ends of the levels in giant choppers
and tanks.

Aliens, scrolling backgrounds and motherships
have been seen hundreds of times before. Silkworm
could have easily followed its coin-op parent and
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sunk without a trace if the programmers had not
done such a superb job. Fast, smooth graphics are
essential for a decent shoot ’em up. At last 16-bit
programmers are beginning to scroll and slide spri-
tes around the Amiga just as 64 programmers have
been doing for years. Better still, there seems to be
nolimit on the amount of sprites shooting around the
screen at any one time.

“Silkworm could have easily
followed its coin-op parent and
sunk withoit a trace if the
programmers had not done such
a superb job.”

I cannot remember ever having seen a busier
screen than those in Silkworm’s later levels! Explo-
sions are anothervital element, and thisis another of
the game’s highlights. In the distance you some-
times see a fleet of choppers, or jets taking off from
an aircraft carrier, which confront you further into
the game. Plenty of sampled sound effects enhance
the mayhem of the battle. More than just a mass of

TIHE O:06:06
Virgin Games

explosions, the effects tell you among other things
whether your target has just vaporised, is getting
there, oristotallyindestrucable. The title trackisnot
half bad either.

Giving totally different vehicles to both players
was a great idea. If you want a more conformist
game you can take the chopper. The wierd control
mode of the jeep makes it the one to pick for a more
difficult and diverse game. The programmers ob-
viously knew what they were doing. My one reser-
vation concemns the level designs, which could do
with a little more variety.

Satisfaction is something I look forin a shoot’em
up. I like a game that can match my hunger for alien
zapping, and Silkworm has a feast of aliens you can
chew off and spit out! What a change from all those
others that pass through like a bowl of bran flakes.

T.H
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UMUST 2.3 ‘5 5 & 6 - These disks are full of greal music, alhave alleast ten tunes
to play through your monitor/iv and an accompanying graphic scceen, some ot the best
USONT 2.3 8 % - These disks are full of SONIX tunes, aiso with an accompanying
screan for each. You donl need a copy of sonix, they play straight tfrom the menu

YINT 1 - ODG/Hypnolk circles by Thrustl, Lateron by Arcadia, Partyl by (T Balis by
M.F.C CBC by CBC, Spacedemo by Mad Monks. Europe by ANC and others

YINT? - Wm§demo by Akaitraz, Squershor( by Sunriders, Second by the Flymgsaa:bns,

Digidemo by Benjiorce, Muzak by Fashion, DonMartin by Sanx, End by Top

HAMMERSOFT

== AMIGA MAIL ORDER SPECIALIST X

LEISURE POWERDROME .. . 17.90 LANCELOT .. 16.50
Archipelagos .. PRECIOUS METAL COLLECTIO! 16.90 Leaderboard Birdie 18.90
PRISOM....oroe Legend of the Swor 16.50
Purple Saturn Day MORTVILLE MANOR.. .
R-TYPE Scrabble Deluxe ...
Road Blasters... SENTINEL ............ - L
ROBOCOP ........ Sex Vixens From Space... 16.90
Tangle Wood.. . 11.99
Time & Magik .... 11.90
TIMES OF LORE. 16.50
Ulttma lltor IV ... 16.90
Ultima V... i ‘2050
UNIVERSAL MILITARY SIM. ... . 16.50
WAR IN THE MIDDLE EARTH ... 13.50

Stir Crazy with BOBO ..

cmmnﬁswon. gu;z:warou -
Tl - Bootem, DBwizard, Spriemaster2, Bootam ‘drrty, iconlab, Cl-wzard, Snip-it, Chubby Gristle . 199 UPERMAN. ... .. GRAPHICS, MUSIC & BUSINESS AMIGA
Chtext, &howiz, Longmovie, Crsave. Searcher, Menumaker, Backgr, music2, Crunchar. G arelt - n3  SWORDOFSIMN.i.. it g
Showtonts, Bootconirolier, Bootune, Colourscope, BobedH, Songprinter etc. etc. Pick DOUBLE ORAGON... Three Siooges .... OeluxePat Il PAL) ... .......... 49.90
them from the menu, doc's at the press of a key! ORACON NINJA... THUNOERBLADE (PAL) 48,90
ORAGON'S LAIR (1 Meg) TURBO CUP ... v - 13,50 DELUXEPAINT Il (1MB PAL). .65.00
- A dmsk full ol great uliilies including [with documenlahon] MENUCREATOR, EDO._... TV FOOTBALL .. . 19.90 U;gleaux(PAL).... JUR— X 1]
giXPL'%GiING WINDOWS, SCOREPLAYER LU, SONGCATCH ftor soundF Xmusk), EXTRACT Friers I :
FONTS., TETRAPACKER V2.1/2.2. SLIDESHOW Const SET. UTILITYMASTER VO 69, FERNANDEZ MUST PHOTON PAINT (AL}
DELUXE PRESETEDITOR V1.0, CONVERSION. REMAP DISKSALY V1.32 etc eic elc FRIGHT NIGHT....... SCULPT 3D (PAL) ........
ool Gl ADVENTURE & SIMULATION  AMIGA ?\c/us‘gl ao(mmmume bz
UGAME2 - FLASCHBIER - THE GAME! Needs a joystck and lols of slamina to get Garrison 1 ar .. - ow (PAL)
through the 250 LEVELS! You can even win a pnze it you complete if trsi (10 drsks) ﬁ?‘é%'é%'gmi TR 17 E’L’??%g;mwm.. |
Prass F1 during the game to save your score/level so tar, you wil datinilely need this Hostages........ X BATTLE CHESS ... R
leatlure. The disk also has a bonus demo screen and pklure HYBRIS.......... Bermuda Project Aegis Sonix 2.0 (2 Drives
Ikan Warmiors. ... ........o..coocooee . CARRIER COMMAND ... Deluxe Music. .. ..o
Over 50 of these fabulous UGA disks now - surely the BEST collection around! INTERNATIONAL KARATE ... CHRONO QUEST... PROTEXT........
N INTERNATIONAL SOCCER .. Cormuption ... PAGESETTER ... v
FRICES Ay B e
e .- e V¢ e ..
We have over 800 DISKS 1-5 disks - £3:00 each Mach il F-xtrsywmwmm.. . QUALITY JOYSTICKS
In our catalogue. in- 6-10 disks - £2:75 each Major Motion F-16 FALCON. ... .. 1900 Cheetah Mach 1+ ............. ... 13.50

cluding FRED FISH, (200)
PANORAMA, APDC, SLIP-

PED FAUG and 250 ot another FREE

11 or more - £2:50 each
BUY ten and chooss

Federation ol Free Tra.lsers. 2250 Comp Pro 5000 . k
Ferran Formula 1. it 17,50 Comp Pro Extra (Clear) .. e 14.90
FISH! Quickshot Il Turbo ... 1250

- Flight Sim. )..
our own SOF collectlion, gceneryhlll
Send an A5 size S.AE (22p STARTER PACK OPEHATION WOLF Japan or Europe . HARDWARE & BUSINESS
slome) for aur 40 pags FREC ap FIVE e gms pivc || St B e e b,
catalogue, Quole this maga- blank disks and a lbrar Pandora....... .19 INTERCEPTOR AMIGA AS00, 1084 Monitor, etc..... 619.00
zine and state AMIGA clearly. case to hold tham -£19:5 Phantom Fighte 1% %90 ASO1 172 Meg Expansian/Cinck ... 135.00
:UNEER PLAGUE.. ‘15.43 Jzan(;!obrzb. .OHC IR ﬂé% E;lemal}ﬁ 1 MegDrive........ ...99.99
H . L0 PR LY KENNEOY APPROACH . 4| mmodore Blank Oisks x 10......... 16.50
SOFTVILLE PD SERVICE POPULOUS....... 750 (STAL..... 1990 Oisk Box (Holds 1207 ............_.... 11.95

55 HIGHFIELD AVENUE, WATERLOOVILLE, HAMPSHIRE. PO7 7PY.

PLEASE SEND CHEQUES/POSTAL ORDERS T0: * AVAWLABLE ON RELEASE

Cheques or Postal Orders payable to SOFTVILLE or ring
our 24 hour orderline

HAMMERSOFT MORE TITLES AVAILABLE ON REQUEST!!

33 MILL ROAD, ORDERS/ENQUIRIES: PHONE (0603) 812416

— PRICES ARE AL INCLUSNE WITH
E - VISA A L 1ST GLASS POSTAGE IN UK.
I ACCESS, EUROCARD & MASTERCARD ACCEPTED RETU (EUROPE PLEASE ADD £2.00 PER ITEM)

RN OF POST SERVICE ON STOCK ITEMS

AMIGA

EuroPD .

EXCLUSIVE!

More than 1,000 disks in stock. Many

not yet seen in UK!

Any two of the following for £5. (All 4 for £8).

O EPD 1 - GRAPHICS - Some of the
best demo’s available.
O EPD 2 - MUSIC - ‘Pump up the
volume’ and your Amiga rocks you!
(O EPD 3 - UTILITIES - text editor, disk copier,
disk filer & much, much more.
O EPD 4 - GAMES - packed with high
quality addictive games.

And receive FREE our info/demo disk
with details of many special offers!

Al prices fully Inclusive. Catalogue disks,

Set of 3 for £5, Order’s processed immediately. No
cheques cashed before dispatch.

POSTAGE SAME AS EUROPD
U.K. SEND POSTFACH 200733

CHEQUES PO'S 1000 BERLIN 20
TO: WEST GERMANY

Access INTERNATIONAL X-Change 80386
THE ULTIMATE ON-LINE AMISA GROUP

HEAP HARDWARE/SOFTWAR = \ Multi User Gemes
¢ E Multi Conferences|
INTERNATIONAL CODERS

INTERNATIOAL CREWS

.The UK's HOTTEST BBS WELCOMES ALL AMIGA
MODBEM OWNERS
o S e N—

CALL IT NOW ON
{09035) 52536/754127/754151/58030/57822

N4 NODEY BUNERS URIFE=

Amiga Editor,35 Elmcroft Ave,Wanstead, London.
Energy Spreaders, 76Brookthrope Clo, Worcester




FIELD REPORTS/

he word is that Gainstar, the boys who

preempted the big companies and brought

Dungeon Master and sword of Sodan to the
shores of Blighty, have scooped a couple of hot new
products. The first, Alien Legion, is the nearest thing
to a scrolling Amiga version of Hewson’s Exolon.
Similarities are most noticable in the central charac-
ter. His job is to stomp along the walkways, plat-
forms and tunnels, zapping little men in Martian
suits along the way. The cunning level designs
include such devious twists as dead ends, and worse
still, bottomless pits! If you can manage to keep a
firm grip of yourself through that lot you may just
survive the attacklongenough toset eyesonsome of
the wierd and wacky aliens lurking deeper in the
game’s innards.

The second, Targhan, was written by Silmarils,
the programmers of the Double Dragon variant
Manhattan Dealers. It’samulti-screen fantasy arca-
de adventure. A muscular barbarian takes the lead
role, with a supporting task of faries, valkyries,
demons and other assorted favourites from the Land
of Make-believe. Dicing their brains and hacking
their heartsis the only waytostayalive, so plenty of
wild swordplay is called for. The screens don’t
scroll, but are static, much like Palace’s Barbarian
II, which I am assured is due for release any day
now. Where have I heard that one before?

Egg fans will thrill to the news that Pick ‘n’
Choose have released the Amiga version of the old
8-bit hit Chuckie Egg II.

HEARD IT ON

THE
GRAPEVINE

perfectionists looking for a slice of the old days.

A chocolate egg factory has gone haywire. Ex-
perienced egg handler Egg House Harry has been
called in to sort it out. Hours of fun for platform-

Well on the way from Electronic Arts is Test

Drive II: The Duel. After choosing your motor from a
line up including a Porsche 944 and a Ferrari F40,
you get the chance to thrash the nuts off it in an
illegal race along the highways of California.
Sounds like my kind of game!
Other goodies due to appear on your local shelves in
the near future include Voyager from Ocean. The
VoyagerIl, launched in 1977, hasinformed the Roxiz
of our presence in the universe. Predictably they set
out to invade Earth, but Luke Snayles, returning
from a 50 year solitary sentence in space has other
ideas. What looks like some kind of strategy adven-
ture turns out as a solid 3D update of Battle Zone.
Grab hold of a special pod which allows flight, and
the game takes on another dimension. You even get
a short soundtrack thrown in on an audio tape,
absolutely free!

Melbourne House are bringing out ‘Magic John-
son’s Basketball’ which claims, in a 1Mb version to
be identical to the arcade game!

Maxis Software in California are launching a
game that gives you control over a whole city.
Simcity lets you build your very own city or choose
one of eight on the edge of disaster like San Francis-
c0 1906, before the earthquake or Boston 2010 before
a nuclear meltdown. Have a good destructive time!

T.H.
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The DM

Handbook

fyou are reading this and are the proud owner of

an Amiga that has the memory capacity of one

megorover, itismore than likelythatyvouhavea
copy of Dungeon Master tucked safely away in your
games collection.

That being the case, you have probably spent
untold hours trying to guide your party of four brave
adventurers through Chaos’ deadly dungeon in
search of the legendary Firestaff, the only item that
can destroy the evil genius.

It goes without saying that you have more than
likely come acrossasituation in the game which has
you stumped. These situations can be many and
varied, ranging from being stuck in front of a
seemingly impassable force field to getting lost in
the ever-changing passageways of the dungeon
itself.

No doubt you have spent many a sleepless night
trying to solve all these problems and are nearly at
the end of your tether. Well, you can now sit back
and relax as help is at hand!

The Special Reserve club have just released The
Dungeon Masters Handbook, whichisa 24 page, A4,
looseleaf guide to the computer game. Special Re-
serve is in fact an organisation run by computer
gamers for computer gamers, and as you would
expect the handbook they have produced is full of
no-nonsense hints and tips for the serious gamer.

The handbook opens with an introductory sec-
tion which covers general play overall. The advice
given is straightforward, well written and very,
very useful. For example, did you know that if you
saved your game on two disks, you can map out a
wholelevel more slowly and save it on one disk, then
move through the pre-mapped dungeons more
rapidly playing with the second! This saves a lot of
food and could save your parties life in the long run.

It then goes on to list and describe almost every
monster that you will meet on yourtravels and thisis
supported by a breakdown of their abilities, traits
and, most importantly, their weaknesses.

The book also includes a section which is dedi-
catedtoone of the mostimportant areas of the game -
the Spells. Although the handbook provides details
of at least 25 spells, including how to cast them and
what the effect might be, it still fails to include at
least 11 otherspells with which I am familiar, Forme
this is the weakest part of the handbook, and if
Special Reserve would have spent a little more time
and effort, they could have come up with the full
range of spells and potions, the knowledge of which
could well save a party from extinction.

Special Reserve make up for this in the next

section, which details the dungeon levels. Each of
the fourteenlevels of Dungeon Masteris clearly and
correctly mapped and accompanied by a selection
of notes that can do nothing but help the player. The
map of the first level comes with a complete break-
down of the 24 characters you may choose to obtain
the four required, and this gives you a head start
right from the outset, as you can select the four most
powerful characters straight away.

The rest of the maps show where special items
such askeys, weapons, food and potions are located,
while the notes give a resume of each level includ-
ing any monster, traps or force fields you may
encounter.

The maps, while being clearly reproduced and
readable, are a bit on the small side. On the other
hand the information is supplied insuch a way that it
does not spoil your enjoyment of the game, as a
certain amount of ’reading between the lines’ is
necessary.

However, certain pieces of crucial information,
such as the solutions to several of the mazes, are
given in full and this will be much appreciated by
players who are totally lost.

Conclusion

All in all the Dungeon Master Handbook contains a
tremendous amount of useful and interesting in-
formation that will open the eyes of the games most
ardent plaver. I have actually managed to finish
Dungeon Master and I still learned something nelv;!

The Dungeon Master Handbook is only
available to members of the Special Reserve
club. For the record Special Reserve is a club
that allows its members to obtain the latest
computer games at bargain prices.

They currently hold over 700 quality titles,
many of which are sold at less than half retail
price. The basic annual membershipis £4.00 and
for this you receive a 12 page bi-monthly Buyers
Guide, membership card, folder, and a service
that is very impressive indeed!

Orders for games can be placed over the
phone and the phone lines are open 7 days a
week from 9am to 8pm on weekdays and 10amto
5.30pm on weekends. The games are dispatched
to the buyer within 24 hours, with each game
being individually wrapped and sent to the
purchaser by first class post.

Price: £1.50 Contact: Special Reserve, PO Box 847,
Harlow, Essex CM21 9PH. Tel: (0279) 600204.
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This is a new and effective way to take you from a beginner to an expert on AMIGA 500 With F
AmigaDOS. This highly popular package has now been updated to cover BOTH it REE
1.2 agnd 1.3 versions. Thpe package co?\sists of a guidebook, a tutorial DISC, a SUPER PLUS PACK TVM.OdUlatOF, Mouse, MOU.Se Mat, 8 Top
crib card and FREE additional software which could cost you over £20 to buy ?INLYV?T?)O Slua“tylG?Ames, P_Poton Paint, 2
elsewhere. nc. anuals, Amiga Tutorial, Workbench
This is a clear and well thought out guide to AmigaDOS. It takes you by and AmigaBASIC/Extra Disks.
simple steps, with many ex|amples t:roug: the : powerﬂ:ﬂl dAmlgaDOSt
commands. The emphasis is on learning through experience and doing — no AMIGA 500 With FREE
just reading like most other books. It shows you how to set up a simple boot
i:luisc with your own customised messages that will boot in seconds (unlike Ecoc;‘?“zgé\CK EXMOdula_tor, Mouse, Mouse Mat,
workbench!). It will show you how to make your Amiga independent of the nly oton Palnt,Ar_nlga Tutorial,
workbench disc — no more ‘‘Please insert workbench disc”. We include the (Inc. VAT) Workbench, AmigaBASIC disks, + 2
new and incredibly fast Lazer-Load picture loader so you can include your own Manuals.
pictures (e.g. from DPaint) on your boot up sequence. The disc also includes.a
gallery of high quality pictures. We supply a password system which will AMIGA 500 + 1084 STEREO MONITOR AND SUPERB PLUS
prevent unwanted users from using your Amiga. Also included are several PACK Only £575 (inc. VAT)
other high qua]ity programs.
Guide book, Disc, Cribcard etc. only £12.95 ATARIS520STFMEXPLORERPACK .......cooveivvvievvieeeeereeees £269.95p
A new Amiga,, ATARIS520STFM POWER-PACK{NEW).......ccoceiimiinaens £344.95p
Commodore have now released AmigaDOS version 1.3 which includes many OTHER HARDWARE )
new and powerlul commands to improve and update your computer. We PHILIPS CM8833 STEREO COLOUR MONITOR inc. Lead
supply AmigaDOS 1.3 with 3 discs — Kickstart 1.3, Workbench 1.3, and Extras AMIGA/ST .ottt £210.00p
1.2 along with a 75 page guidebook. Only £14.95. gOMMODORE 1084 STEREC COLOUR MONITOR inc. Lead
MIGA/ST ..ot £220.00p
BBC Emulator STARLC-10PRINTERInc. Lead Ami
- . ga/ST £195.00p
A full implementation of BBC Basic — the language widely used in schools. {it STARLC-10COLOURPRINTERInc.Lead Amiga/ST ....... £225.00p
even includes the BBC assembler!). This software gives you a "new CAX354 AMIGA CUMANA DISK DRIVE WITH
computer’’ for only £49.95. ON/OFFSWITCH ..o eeieeee e esseee e s eraes e ee e £97.50p
- CSA354 ATARIST CUMANADISKDRIVE .......cccoovveveenne £99.00p
Super Fast Basic , COMMODORE 1010 DISK DRIVE WITH ENABLE/
“True Basic"” — Turn your Basic programs into super fast machine code using DISABLE SWITCH......cuiiiiieietenire et £99.99p
this compiler. You can now write your own programs to keep up with
commercial programs — in Basic! — Only £69.95. PERIPHERALS
PN MouseMat(Economy) . £2.99p Mouse Mat (Luxury)...... £6.99p
DeskTop Publishing . Amiga500DustCover .. £5.95p 40 Lockable Disk Box ... £5.95p
Create you own professional newsletters/newspapers/leaflets with “'Shake- Parallel Printer Cable.... £7.95p 80 LockableDiskBox ... £7.95p
speare” a superb DTP package which includes advanced features such as
post script, preference printing, full colour text and graphics. Open the door to FULL RANGE OF AMIGA GAMES, UTILITIES AND BOOKS AVAILABLE - PLEASERING
o e s A ACCESS/VISA CARD ORDER/ENQUIRIES - PLEASE PHONE (0706) 43519
UK P&P — Free and by FIRST CLASS post
Overseas orders welcome — Europeans please add 50p -~ ADD £5 FOR DELIVERY ON ALL HARDWARE, x
Outside Europe please add £1.50 for airmail ALL OTHER ITEMS ARE FREE P&P.
All payments in pounds sterling please ALL QFFERS ARE SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY AND MAY CHANGE AT ANY TIME.
Cheques/P-0 s to: SEND CHEQUES/P.0/CREDIT CARD DETAILS TO:- 16-Bit Software, D
Wizard Software (Dept B1), 20 Hadrian Drive, Bankfield Lane, Rochdale, Lancashire, oL T o, Dept 4,24
Redhills, Exeter, Devon EX4 1SR

AMIGA SPECIALIST

Are you new fo the Amiga, 3.
finding it difficult toj
farness the power of this
amazing computer 7, then ,
what you need is help from v ‘ Amiga A2000 Amiga Video Hardware
the largest group of Amiga 24

¥ W Video Graphics Specialist  um

G2 Video Centre. . .

: 3 Computer Professional Performance - Gen-
enthusiasts in the world locking
] . v . Video Mixing - Fade to Black -
Members recewe:- 2 PLUS RGB Buffered Outpul - S.VHS
. Compatible - PAL/NTSC Encodin
Excellent discounts on software A1084 Colour Monitor  software Controliable. ¢
XT Bridge-Card £P.0.A.

Technical support and on line help 525" BI SuperPic
Superb hardware reductions MB H és; A Real Time, Colour Video Digi-
A bi-monthly newsletter of over 60 pages! 20MB Hard Disc liser, Framestore and Genlock

; ; Speclal Price Phone £P.0.A.
Access to a PD library of over 300 disks P Rendale Genlocks

Use of the groups Amiga only bulletin board Amiga Video Software
: DeluxePaintlll............... £55.95 Various models £P.O.A.
Discounts on books DeluxeVideo .............. £49.95
Deluxe PhotoLab. ... £49.95 Polaroid Freeze Frame
PhotonPaintll ..... ... £49.95 Colour Pictures and 35mm Slides
Fantavision ..... .. £34.95 from Amiga Computer or Video
Movie Setter ... £54.95 Full Kit £P.0.A.
¢ Sculpt3D..... ... £62.95 Also suppliers of video cameras,
DON’T, HESITATE N JOIN No.w .and start to Sculpt40.. . £319.00 recorders, vision mixers, moni-
appreciate what Amiga computing is all about. Pixmate.... ..£4495  tors, televisions etc at discount
ils write, enclosing a stamped Digiview Gold .............. £12400  prices.
For furtherac:ieé?essed envelope tgl P Lights CameraAction .... £49.95 SONY — PANASONIC — JVC
) G AND NOW IN STOCK DELUXE FET :gb’ggN— P;'LLLISSEA
PAINT Il AND PHOTON PAINT Il -
The U K. Amlga User roup’ Plus lots of others Phone laln Anderson for prices, help
and information without obligatio
66, London Road, Please phone. ion without obligation

Leicester. LE2 0QD.

Or Telephone :
Leicester (0533) 550993

Video One Professional
155 Baird Street Glasgow G4 OPT

Tel 041-552 7865 Fax 041-553 1794

The Driving Force of Scottish Video and Computer Graphics




ere you one of those people who used to

shove acoininthelocal Defendermachine,

and hog it for the rest of the day on that

single credit, clocking it a few times in the process?

Well, now,all you ego-trippers caninvite your friends

round to watch you do it all again, this time with

Datastorm on your Amiga. Programmer Soren Gron-

bench, whose past projects have included Sword of

Sodan, has used the classic shoot 'em up as the core

of the game, bringing it up to date with motherships,
extra weapons and the like.

“These populations have brought
themselves together in eight
survival pods, waiting for a hot-
shot pilot such as yourself to wisk
them off to a new world.”

When the planet Xerxes exploded, its eight orbit-
ing colonies were blown into deep space. These
populations have brought themselves together in
eight survival pods, waiting for a hot-shot pilot such
as yourself to wisk them off to a new world. These
pods take the place of Defender’s humanoids. The
journey is long, and fragmented into many levels.
Each level is connected to the next by a teleport
beam extending from the planet surface. Your job is
to pick up the pods and drop them off in the teleport.
As in today’s world, there is no shortage of scaven-
gers, eager to take advantage of others’ misfortune.

Throughout your rescue attempt you are constantly
hounded by these aliens, the most common of which
are the landers. These hover around the skies,
letting off erratic shots, before swooping down to
snatch a pod. A distress call from the pod tells you it




is in trouble and needs your help. If you manage to
reachitbeforeitisactually picked up, all youneed to
do is to blow away the attacking lander. If, as is
usually the case, you find the pod being hoisted
skyward, some precision shooting is called for to
blast the lander without hitting the dangling pod.
Failure to stop the lander in its task results in it
transforming into a mutant (far more deadly than a
lander), and the pod transforms into a traitor.
Traitors continue life among the remaining pods and
must be destroyed; trying to pick one up will blow
you to bits.

Sword swinging Soren strikes again...

Soren Gronbech, 19, hails from Holland. As the
author of Sword of Sodan, which won the
Commodore Computing Intermational Oskar

for best arcade game of the year, Gronbech
was the first programmer to incorporate
massively sized sprites into an arcade action
game on the Amiga. The sprites in Sodan stand
2/3rds the size of the screen.

Although the pods have only the landers and the
stomping bipods to fear, your foes are far more
numerous. Some of the more common include close
relatives of Defender’s pods and burgers. The datas-
torm of the title is a fast moving swarm of aliens that
takes a lot of zapping. A baby mothership in the
traditional flying saucer mould preceeds the enor-
mous space-squid, which in turn gives way to an
equally sizely skull. Extra weapons pods are col-
lected for double or triple shots, auto rapid-fire,
shields, warps and missiles which automatically
home in on attacking landers. Clear a level with all
your pods intact and you are given a little man. He
walks along the planet surface, and once shot, will
et off random smart bombs. On the other hand,
shooting or losing all your pods takes you into
hyperspace, where all the aliens immediately turn
nto mutants. You also get the option of a simulta-
neous two player game.

“The game sounds very much

like the coin-op. In fact, some of
the effects are identical.”
As is customary for Amiga games, Datastorm

1as its fair share of intro screens. The effect of the
1eatwaves from the ship’s exhaust on the game over

screen is especially well done. Clever as they are, it
would have beenagoodideatosomehowskipallthe
loading and fancy screen wipes between games;just
an option to restart with the same game preferences
would be welcomed by the more impatient zappers
among us. Compare Datastorm to a handful of
popular shoot ’'em ups, and it looks pretty basic. Bar
the motherships, all the sprites are very small, and
the only background graphics are the starfield and
the scrolling strip of the planet surface. In its favour,
the screen is often packed full with laser spray,
aliens and debris from exploding ships. The game
sounds very much like the coin-op. In fact, some of
the effects are identical.

Updating old ideas is not the way forward for
computer games, but I have to admit I found this
brilliantly addictive. I can see (and know for a fact)
that some will dislike it for its unoriginality, far from
the innovation of Sword of Sodan, but I like it. Fast
and noisy, with a tough but well balanced difficulty
level, Datastorm is a bare essential for all ex-
Defenders.
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AMIGA ACCESSORIES

BBC EMULATOR £39.95
D & M SOFTWARE C64 EMULATOR £69.95
AMIGA SOFTWARE SPECIALISTS e ATOR foa o
MINIGEN £99.95
: : : DIGITISING PACK with £329.95
Graphlcs & Animation Camera, Digiview Gold 3.0, cables )
Comic Setter £37.85 PRO SOUND DESIGNER GOLD £69.95
Movie Setter ... ggggf MIDI INTERFACE MM3000 £24.95 COMPUTING
Do ancter 30 on0 CASIO MT 240 KEYBOARD £119.95
Fantavision ... £31.49 MODEM PACK, AD/AA HAYES V21/23 £249.99 , )
Fz?,—fgliil?:ﬂgm 2 £90.90 inc. Ruby Prestel/Term Em S/W, cables NeorRaRATING Bus.’.ft
EXPreSs PAINT......ocoooviiiiiiiiiieieciiece et aa e £53.02 Prices inc. VAT BUSINESSCOMPUTER SERVICES
Animator Apprentice. ...£151.53
SOUIPEBD oo ggj‘;; FULL OR PART-TIME STUDENTS (SCHOOL OR F.E.),
SouLap. e 30 inee T EDUCATIONAL ESTABLISHMENTS, CORPORATE,

LOCAL AUTHORITY OR GOVERNMENT WORKERS,
MEDICAL STAFF, ETC.
If you can provide an order on headed notepaper, or 2 letter from your place of work or study,
conllrming that a computer would be beneflcial Lo you, you are eilgible for these speclal LGEM
discounted prices. Please phone if you feel you may also qualify.

Turbo Silver 3D...

Video Effects 3D ... g121.21

Absoft AC Fortran £223.56
Absoft AC Basic 3..
ASSEIMIPIO 1eiiiiitiiieeititr et ebcae e e e e ettt teemesea e e b er e se s n e teae e nnies £53.02
Lattice C Version5.0.

Lattice C++

Aegis Sonix ...........
Aegis Audiomaster 2.
Dr T's System Controller.
Dynamic Drums...

Dynamic Studio .....

tions also - please ring with details of system requirements.

Note that specnal prices are available for other conflgura-
All 2000s have 1.3 Kickstart and latest version motherboard.

A2058 8 MB RAM EXPANSION, POPULATED TO 2 MB 1449
A2088 XT BRIDGEBOARD WITH 5.25" 360 KB DRIVE £389

Prices are all inclusive of 1st class post in the UK. Please
add £2.00 per item for E.E.C. Please write enclosing an s.a.e.
for full list of specialist software. Prices correct at press but
subject to change E&OE. Cheques/Postal Orders to:

42090A/2094 40 MB AUTO BOOT HARD DISC G
D & M Software, A2300 INTERNAL GENLOCK £187
9 Olive Grove, A2350 BROADCAST QUALITY GENLOCK/FRAMEGRABBER £545
Whitworth Road, Swindon, A2032 PAL COMPOSITE VIDEG CARD £69
Wilts. SN2 3DB A2010 INTERNAL 3.5" DRIVE £105
A2620 68020 CO-PROCESSOR £1045
14" HIGH RES COLOUR MONITOR (Needs video Card & Cables) £579
15" FLAT SCEEN HR COLOUR MONITOR(" * * » ") PAO
I]NI:E B“Tm “THE 21" FLAT SCREEN HR COLOUR MONITOR £1499
CABLES FOR HRCM £29
) 59 Swanley Road, Welling, Kent DA16 1LL TRADE-IN

Tel:01-304 2631 Telex: 94070538-ONCE-G ~ POST”

SERVICE, NOT A SIMILE

@ COMPUTERS @ @ SECONDHAND EQUIPMENT @
Amiga AS00 + Modutalor Commodore 64 + Tape
Amiga AS00 + Modulalor + Tey £389 § O Y
AmigaAS00 + 1084 Monitor.. £639 | DualDrive3.5/5.25ST

AmigaAS00 + 1084S Monitor + Tenstar Games Pack £650 | ApricotF1 + Monilor .
You can add SUPERBASE PERSONAL to any pach for Nikon FSO1 Outft ...
only. £20 | Ferguson Mond Monitor ..
AmigaAS01Memory 2KTor AS00 £138 3
CumanaCAX3543.5” Dy fichable)........... 9] C 128
Amdrn A500 £399 MariS20ST-FM&SDD. ..., v e £175.00
Supra sk for JRRRSRR— .. ! .£45.00
Impal.130m Autoboot Hard Card for A2000 £499 A ST4MB . £850.00
Impat for A2000 £599 286 £1,500
M - 104 £899.00
G 1084S Monitor StarLC-10Mono ... -.£150.00
Philips CM8833 iga/ST/or PC) £249 | Amsirad PCW951 £399.00
A500 Control Centre £45 § CanonPJ-1080AINK. -.£200.00
Incontrol Prop. Joystick Yoke for FlightSim. |l ...................£29.95 Atan 520ST-FMD/SDD..........ccooovvnen £200.00

igiview Goid P £119

@ PRINTERS @

Citizen 120-Dpin 120cps Drat250pS NLO.... @ GVP PRODUCTS @
Citizen 180-E 9pin 175¢ps Draft 30cps NLO 68030 Board 25Mhz (2000......... ....(PHONE)

Citizen HGP-40 24pin 200cps Dratt 66cps NLQ £399.00 | 68030Accelerator Board 16Mhz{2000)... L (PHONE)
Colour Kit for HQP-. 40(womsw1mAmlga) ..£39.95 | 4Mb32-Bil Wide RAM Daughter Board 0 Wait Stale......... (PHONE)
Epson LX800 9pin Printer.... 8Mb 32-Bit Wide RAM Daughter Board 0 Wait State. ... (PHONE)
StarLC-10Multi i 16Mhz 68882 Maths Co-Processor. " (PHONE)
StarC-10 Colour {cheapest nbbon colour printer)............ £258.00 | 25Mhz 68882 Maths Co-ProCESSOr.....ccv.civrivcic v (PHONE)
NB. All our Star printers are UK models, not grey imports. LOTS OF OTHER GVP GOODIES AVAILABLE. RING FOR DETAILS
X 4020 C Printer withF| kit £1075
Hewlett-Packard Deskjet & Painjet at good prices. . EEALS 3 onit C1l
@ SOFTWARE @ @ DISKS @ SOFTWARE BARGAINS
X-Copy (Ami 31/2° MAXELL 8ULK UNBRANDED [P)h%lon :aint |II| 562.95 All books 10%50"
A-REXX(Amiga) ........ eluxe Paint Il 62.95 BEST PRICE ON ALL
(prmiga] 10-990 25-2350 Jranciomer £19%8  SOFTWARE.WEC
50-41.00 100 -85 AD Designer NOHMALLY MATCH OH
Fantavision (Amiga) .. 00-8500 X CAD Professional £329.95 BEAT ANY GENUINE
Kindwords 2.0(Amiga) ... ALL DISKS INCLUDE LABELS, VAT, CARRIAGE, LIFETIME Publishers Choice  £73.95 ADVERTISED PRICE. Prices
ersonal. GUARANTEE Critics Choice £109.95 tnc VAT & PP
Dragons Lair 29.95
PART EXCHANGE! - WE ARE PART EXCHANGE SPECIALISTS. FOR A REALISTIC QUOTE PLEASE RING OR WRITE & N %mm
3 ADAPTING
WE ALSID BUY EQUIPENT FOR CASH ORDERING

TECHNOLOGYTO
YOUR ENVIRONMENT
10 MARKET PLACE
STALBANS MERTS ALISDG

To place your order, send cheque, postal order or
officlal order, plus £8 per box (software free) for next
day courler dellve.ry and VAT to Dept. AU., Hobbyte
Computers Ltd., 10 Market Place, St. Albans, Herts
AL35DG,or call with a copy of this ad atour branches

PLEASE NOTE - ALL THE ABOVE PRICES INCLUDE VAT, CARRIAGE IS FREE ON DISKS, DISK DRIVES AND SMALL ACCESSORIES.
CARRIAGE FOR PRINTERS AND COMPUTERS IS £5. CARRIAGE FOR MONITORS (WITH OR WITHOUT COMPUTERS) IS £10

WE WELCOME OFFICIAL ORDERS FROM SCHOOLS, UNIERSITIES, HOSPITALS, MEDICAL SCHOOLS AND GOVERNMENT
DEPARTMENTS. QUANTITY DISCOUNTS ALWAYS AVAILABLE AND EXPORT ENQUIRIES ARE DEALT WITH SPEEDILY

in St. Albans and Luton. You may also phone your TEL.(0727)41390/86008

order to our sales desk on St. Albans (0727) 56005
NO DEPOSIT INSTANT CREDIT AVAILABLE:

Write to: 59 SWANLEY ROAD, WELLING, KENT DA16 1LL
or PHONE 01-304 2631 -
Cheques to AMTEN UMITED  Callers welcome but please phone first. We are open Mon-Sat 9am-10pm

YG THE ARNDALE CENTRE
LUTON-BEDS LU 2PG

TYPICALAPR 29.9 - WRITTEN DETAIIS ON REQUEST
Prices cerrect st time of going 10 press, bt are 1ab)
6 chasge witkow notice. B A OF.

TEL {0502)4571957411281




0787-881998

¥ AMIDA CENTAE
ART/GRAPHICS/ANTIRTION
DESK TOP PUBLISHING
DESK TOP VIDED
COUNICATIONS
INSICATDI
TRATHING/INSTALLATION

TOP QUALITY AMIGA HARD DRIVE SYSTEMS:-'0%%."RoRRrAN BRO DRIVE)
A58 UNITS INC.STYLISH CASE/POMER SUPPLY/FAN **FREE**2HMB RAH BOARD(GK)

A2080 INC. DRIVE/CONTROLLER ON ONE CARD,(OPTIONAL 2MB RAM BOARD)

500 : JOMB-£658 OOMB-fBER  (POMERED FROM AMIGA BUS)
A2000: 4BMB=1635 BOMB-£063 73 KEMPSON IRIVE

LON COST UPGRADES AVAILABLE. im GREAT CORNARD
TRADE ENOUIRIES WELCOME. SUFFOLK COL0 OYE

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT
n TEL: 0787 881998
C00DS/PRICES SUBJECT 10 AVATLABILITY, FAX. 0787 881228

FULL COMMODORE RANGE AVAILABLE. [«¥NEW COLCHESTER STORE SOON&&

L Travel the globe

™ with the best in

27 simulation software;

J UFO™, Flight Simulator™,
ThunderChopper™, Jet™, and
- )/ Stealth Mission™ . Discover the
i world with Scenery Disks, Flight
Controls 1, and other supplements
to our integrated flight line!

J
\ ’ ™. UFO, Flight Simulator, ThunderChopper.
. J 1, Stealth Mission, and Flight Conir II
 trademarks (SbLOGICCopIBM
By hwn.Oh computer versions may v ry.

=% P e e - subLOGIC
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ireZone is labelled as a game of 21st Century

Warfare between the super powersof the time,

the Pacific Combine and the European
League, and has been produced by the PSS company
as one of their Wargamer series. All the scenarios
within the game depict ground based action without
the use, happily, of nuclear weapons. The game is
plaved on the usual hexagonal grid across which
your various groups of men and equipment move.

The terrain that goes to make up the battle field
vareis from clear countryside to urban or ruined
towns. Some hexes are shownaswater and few of the
units can cross these, unless a bridge is included for
the purpose.

The equipment includes futuristic features such
as Nova guns, Striders (from Star Wars?), Gravtanks
and the ultimate, a Leviathan, which should be
avoided. Each of these has the fire power of large
numbers of their 20th centuxy equivalents. All the
equipment appears in pictorial squares over the
hexagonal grid.

Play consists of rounds of movement followed by
combat, with opponents taking turns for the move-
ment phase. The combat between individual units is
randomly selected by the computer, but the human
player is allowed to select which particular unit
they wish to fire on.

Details on the strengths about each unit are
displayed at the top of the screen when the hex is
selected by the mouse or cursor. The results of
combats are also displayed in the same area.

“There are a number of preset
scenarios which can be played
and the game includes a
construction element so that you
can develop your own.”

There are a number of preset scenarios which
can be played and the game includes a construction
element so that you can develop your own. The
game can be played by two humans or a single
human against the computer and the choice of sides
is also possible. An added feature is that the oppos-
ing forces can be hidden from sight unless one of
your units is in line of sight with the enemy. While
this is not really relavant in the two player game, it

CO DELIG REEGS
ATT 18143 DEF &

does add to the interest when pitted against a
computer opponent.

The program uses the graphic and colour capa-
bilities of the Amiga, to greatly improve the screen
display over and above other computer versions of
these games and the units are quite easy to see and
recognise. The play is quite quick, but it cannot be
classed in the Shoot 'em up category.

The package comes with a thirty page manual
and quick key guide. A blank hex sheet is also
provided so that you can design your own battle
zones before entering them into the game. The game
is simple to play, but is nevertheless addictive in its
qualities and it will be interesting to see the next
simulation that is given the same treatment.

LK.

Strategy and simulation games have been
around for a number of years. They began by
using pieces of cardboard and paper and prog-
ressed onto computers when they became
available. A problem they suffered from though,
was the amount of detail required to be display-
edonthe screenand the C64 struggled underthis
task. Now however, they have progressed to the
Amiga and the difference is amazing.
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16 BIT CENTRE

40 FREE DISKS with every order over £200

AMIGA B2000 SINGLE
DISC DRIVE, 1MB RAM

ONLY £964

AMIGA A500 10 STAR PACK
INC 12 COMMERCIAL GAMES,,
SPRITZ PAINT, MOUSE ETC

ONLY £399

Bgcs)mnélgsnone STARLC-10 COLOUR
PACK PRINTER INC LEAD

A . ’

6333 STEREG ONLY £249

MONITOR,

CITIZEN 120D

PWORKe pe. || PHILIPS 8833 STEREO
TRANSFORMER Colour Monitor inc lead

£775 ONLY £219

ALL PRICES INC. VAT AND CARRIAGE

PERIPHERALS/ACCESSORIES

r')|

SOFTWARE/UTILITIES

Authorised Amiga 2000 Dealer

£
XT 2000 BRIDGE BOARD 299 KIND WORDS V2 39
A 501 EXPANSION BOARD 129 FUTURE SOUND 500 79
CITIZEN 120D INC LEAD 139 AUDIO MASTER V2 55
STAR LC10 MONO INC LEAD 199 THE WORKS 69
DIGI VIEW GOLD 125 VIDEO TITLER 95
COMMODORE 1084S INC LEAD 235 SUPERBASE PROFESSIONAL 199
NAVIGATOR JOYSTICK 12.99 DRAGONS LAIR 25
QUICKSHOT 1l TURBO JOYSTICK 9.95 PUBLISHERS CHOICE 79
40MB HARD DISC(A500) 3.99 LATTICE C V5 165

Please phone for other information on Amiga packs.
D-Ram chips cheapest in the UK — Please phone for price.
16 BIT CENTRE

E Unlit 17, Lancashire Fittings Sclence Village, Claro Road. 0423 531822 ?
Harrogate, North Yorkshire HG1 4AF. Telephone: 0423 526322 TS

Telephone Hotlines:

Sunbury (0932) 781257

(0932) 780103
Fax : (0932) 780367

The all-new Commodore B2000 solutions now PROFESSIONAL PERIPHERALS
e stoms nuling SUORAM2UAST | enduteBrndcas Gentoc o
disk, Internal Genlock etc. A2058 B2000 RAM Card ¢/w 2Mb 649.00
QUOQTATIONS IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE 15" High Resolution Multisync Monitor 885.00
21" Flat Screen Multisync Colour Monitor  2770.00
Amiga AS00 ¢/w TV Modulator, 5 P.D Disks 370.00 40Mb Autobooting Hard-Disk 1150.00
Amiga A500 c/w 1084S Stereo Monitor 619.99 Amiga 2000 AT Bridgeboard 861.00
mini-GEN genlock 99.95 PBICES INCLUSIVE OF VAT @ 15%

AS01 512k RAM expansion for A5S00 130.00 Generous Discounts available to PLCs, Limited

B 35 QultyCumameDikDrve 995 | | St e storten 706

The new Commodore Amiga 2000 systems now available. For perfect
solutions for your DTP/Audio Visual/CAD/Presentation needs, call one of
our Commodore-trained experts today. Full training and Support available.

VISA

Eazyprint Computers, Denmar House, 30 Scotts Avenue,
Sunbury - on - Thames, Middlesex. TW16 THZ.




What is it?..

What does it do?’...
Who makes it?...
What does it cost?...

Where can
| get it2..

Find out from...




The Directory!

The Directory! is a comprehensive buyer’s guide to
Amiga products, both software and hardware. The
information it contains has never before been assembled

in one publication, making it an absolute must for any
Amiga user,

For the up-to-date information on what is available in
Graphics, Sound, Business, Utilities, Printers, Monitors and of
course Games and much more. The Directory! is the

one single source of the what, how, where and how much of
the Amiga Dimension.

The Directory! is published by Croftward the creators of
Amiga User International, price £2.

Fill in the coupon now, and get a priority copy of TheDirectory!
rushed to you post free!

I Lane, London EC1R ONE I
I Please rush me ity own copy of the Directory! I
| enclose my cheque/P.0.* for the value of £2. Made payable to ‘Croftward Limited I
I Name I
I Address I
| |
i I
L A9071
————————————————

The Directory!

s e s !




ENTERTARINMENT)/

oday’s consignment of Earth invaders are
from the evil Tangent Empire. They have
arrived in fourteen space stations from which
they intend taking over the Earth. It is decided to
send in two SR-88 battle tanks, otherwise kmown as

“If the mission goes to plan,
together they will infiltrate each
station and take out its control
room, eventually shutting down
the entire system.”

the Vindicators. If the mission goes to plan, together
they will infiltrate each station and take out its
control room, eventually shutting down the entire
system.

A rose by any other name...

APB, Xvbots, Vindicators, Toobin and Hard
Drivin’ are some of the most original and
playable coin-ops to have appeared recently.
Domark have set up Tengen as their label for
coin-op conversions, with Vindicators as their
first in the series. Domark’s name is a
combination of the founder’s names: Dominic
Wheatley and Mark Stracham. Domark have
also produced the games versions of the major
007 films: Live and Let Die, A View toa Kill, and
The Living Daylights. Watch out for the next in
the series - A Licence to Kill, appearing
shortly.

In Atari Games’ favoured fashion, you get the
option to start the game on any of the first three
stations. The control roomslie at the end of a string of
sub-levels, so your main objective is to blast your
way to the top of each level. The Tangent Empire
have cottoned on to your scheme and put their own
tanks on the job. As you make your way up to the
doors leading to the next level, encounters with
enemy tanks give rise to shoot outs. With both tanks

OB oo,
KRR
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Vindicators

Tengen
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sniping from behind walls and barriers, you could
almost be playing that game from the old Atari VCS
Combat cartridge. Static hazards such as the gun
turrets and electrified barriers provide more target
practice.

Not everything you find is begging to be blasted;
a fair sprinkling of collectables are strewn around
the stations. Most important of these are the keys,
used in the majority of levels to unlock the doors at
the end. Upgrading your tank is achieved by picking
up stars along the way. Between levels you can
trade these in for improved shot range, shot power,
speed, shields and fuel. Selecting tostartonlevel one
will force you to gradually build up your star stocks
as you go. However, begin on the second or third and
a hefty supply will be awarded, making substantial
add-ons affordable from the start.

No-doubt for financial reasons, Domark have
taken the easy route and ported the ST game, ST
ports are not automatically a bad thing, as some
games can work equally well on both machines, but
in a scrolling, sprite-based game such as this, itisa
shame to see the Amiga’s potential ignored. If an
exclusive Amiga version is not possible, at least a
compromise would be something. Why not port the
peripheral code and graphics data, but modify the
sprite and scrolling routines?

Despite the imperfect and often slow scrolling,
the two players’ tank sprites trundle around in a
suitably solid fashion. Thundering blasts from their
cannons would have been nice; instead you get a
sound effect just like Questor The Elf's bow in
Gauntlet! Addicts of the coin-opshould getalot more
out of it than I did, though it is unlikely many others

T.H.
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program in its entirety.

‘1\'\93 s o'y
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Last month the program accompanying Amiga
Library Calls was inadvertently not printed. We
apologise for any inconvenience. Here is the

SCREEN 1,040,200, 5, £
WINDCW 15, "ThE NON-LIERAKY VERSIGN",(20,20)-16W,180},1,1
WINDOW QUTEUT 15

FOR hé=l TO ©

FOR 18=u TU 2
FOR j%=U TC 24
X1 8=20* 3¥+5U+hy
x28=x] §+20-2*w

yl3=20* {3+20+hs
yZo=yle+2L-2"T%

AREA (x1%,ylw)

AREA (x2%,yl%)

AREA (xZ%,y2%)

AREA (xl%,y2%)

AREA (xl%,y1%)

COLOR ((i%+j%+he+l)MOL loj, U
AREAFILL

NeAT S
NERT 1%
NEXT h¥
X$=INPUTS (1) 'waiv for a key-press
wlNDOW CLOSE 15

SCREEN CLCSE L
END

e REM
KE TLST vrCGRY. LITHCUT UsIMG LILEAKY CALLS KM TEST PROGRAM WITH LIEKARY Calls
L REM

DECLARE FUNCTION RectFill& LIBRAKY
DECLARE FUNCTION SetAPen& LIERARY
LIBRARY “yraphics.library"
SCREEN 1,640,200,4,2
WINDOW 15, "LIBRARY VERSION",(20,20)-(6Wy, lou), 1,1
WINDOW OUTFUT 15:rastport&wINDGnw(8)
FOR h%=l T0 6
FOR i%=0 TO 5§

FOK j%=0 TO 24

x1$=20"* j8+50+h'

x2%=xl¥+20~2*n%

yl3=20*1%+20+1%

y2%=yl$+20-2*n3

e&=SetAPenk&(rastports, ( i+ ji+he+l) MOD lu)
eb=RectFill&(rastporté, x1%,yly, x2%, y2%)

NEXT 3%
NEAT i%
NEXT h%
X$=INPUT$(1) 'wait for key-press
WINDOW CLOSE 15
SCREEN CLOSE 1

LIBRARY CLOSE
END

REM

Test program without using liprary calls

REM

Test proyram with library calls
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continued from page 47

Copy, Cut and Paste operations are
eased by the cell selection system. To
select any range of cells, simply hold the
mouse button and “drag” the pointer to
the end of the range. Selecting an entire
row or column is as easy as clicking the
heading. Also, getting round the sheet is
accomplished by the Zoom mode. Here, a
very extensive part of the sheet is clearly
displayed so you canclick where youwant
to be and reduce back to normal view.

Without doubt though, the best part of
the whole package and what makes it
stand out from the rest are the graphics.
Thesejustify purchase of the Amigathem-
seives. Ten different charts are available,
from line graphs to 3D bar charts. Better
still, the 3D designs can be rotated at the
click of a mouse button!

Other features of Plan/IT worth men-
tion are: a macro control language - with a
debugger; full set of financial and statisti-
cal functions; built-in database facilities;
ability to import Lotus 1-2-3 and Sym-
phony files - later versions will export
Lotus as well; instant help on any menu;
palette and style setting for text. Plus, it
runs on a basic A500 - just.

Conclusion

Insumming up, | have to admit when Plan/
IT first arrived | thought “Oh no, not
another spreadsheet!” However, after just
afewhours use, | have had to prise myself
away from the computer just long enough
to write this. The system is so friendly in

everyrespect - fromfilerequesterstodata
entry - it makes me wish all applications
were like it. Plan/IT deserves to be the

‘standard by which all other spreadsheets

are assessed; | can recommend it without
fear of compromise.

M.S.
Product: Plan/IT 2.0 interactive spread-
sheet
Price: £89.95

11 to

tE

Points for: Fast, supremely easy to
use, intuitive, well designed, superb
graphics, friendly, designed specially for
the Amiga. Drawbacks: A little too keen
to re-draw graphs, otherwise | cannot
find fault.

Contact: BEST UK. Block 3, Unit 1, Baird
Avenue, Strutherhill Industrial Estate,
Larkhall, Strathclyde, ML9 2PJ

Tel: 0698 887770

in which you
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=0="The Instant Catalog=

R S 11,90 I-T6 Cosbat Pilot............. 15.95
After Burner......oooovvvnnn. 15.90 Falcon - Mission Disk.. o128
Awerican [ce flockey. 15.99y Falcon F-16............ .. 1899
hrehipelogos......... 14,90t Taderation of Free Traders.... 19.99
Archon Collection... .. 7.50| Flight Sinulator 2 AR L]
Balance of Power 1990,. 14.90( Flying Shark...... 1899
Ballistin.............. 12.50| Forgotten Korlds.. 13,90
Bardarfan 2.. 12.50] Fright Night. ... ... . .o 12,50
Bard's Sale.......... ... 7.50| Games : Winter Edition. RS L% 1
Bard's Tale 2 15.95( Gauntlet 2..... 16,99
Batman... ... 15,99 Gold Hits 1.... 11
Battle Chess.... 15.99| Grand Honster § . 15.99
Battle Hawks 1942. 1799 BATE o 1350
Battletech - Infocoa. 17.99 | Mawkeye... . ... 1190
Bio Chalienge... . 14.90| Hewson Premier Collection .... 19.99
Blasteroids. . 1%.99 | Hollywood Poker Pro.... ...... 12.50
Blood Honey . 12.99] Human Killing Bachine......... 10.89
Bloodwych. .. 15,991 lncredihie Shrinking Sphere... 15.99
Bombuzal. 15.99| laternational Karate Plus..... 17.99
Butcher Hill..... 14.99 | Journey to Centre of Earth.... 14.99
California Games.. 14,99 Kenny Dalglish Soccer Manager 11.90
Captain Blood.. .. 15,99 Kiek OfFf................... .. 12.90
Chessmaster 2000.. 1.50] ¥ing's Quest 4. L1998
Chuckie Egg 2.. 12.50| Kristal........ ... 18,99
Calossus Chess ! 15.99 | LB} Stora. L1399
Cosmec Pirate. .. 12.50| bast Duel L1099
Crazy Cars 2.... 15.99 | Leisure Suit Larry 2. ... .... 17.99 1
Custodizn. ... 12.50 | bombard RAC Rally............. 15.98
Cybernord 2.. 12.99 | bords of Hising Sun... . 18,94
fark Side. .. 14,90 | Mardie Hadness.. ..... .. .1h0
fea ¥uz.... 16.99 | Microprose Soccer... o199
Deluxe Paint 3.... ........... 5¢.99 | Millenniua 2.2... .. L1099
Demarys.......... ..... ... 13.99 | Operation Kolf... ......... .. 12.50
Dominator... . . 12.90 | Out Hun Ruropa. .. .. ... .. 10.99
lauble Dragon 12.99 | Pacland. ... 12.99
Dragon ¥inja..... ........... 15.99 | Personal Nightmare.. .. . 18.99
Dragon's Lair | 1 Neg Only | . 29.95 | Populous . 15.99
Driller.............. ... . 15,99 | Powerdrose ... S 169
Dungeon Master { 1 Neg ) Precious Metal... ..... BRI
Prison........ e 12.50
Rlype..... ... .. . 16.99
Raffles. ... ... .. 12.50

COMPUTERS

OFFICIAL COMMODORE/AMIGA DEALE

£
1029.00

AmigaB2000onty
Rampage........
Beal Ghostbusters...
Red Stors Rising....
Rewuen of the Jedi..
Road Blasters.. ..

Rua the Gauntlet....
Running Han...... .. .
Shogun - Infocom... ..... ...

PRINTERS

Star LC-10Parallel

AmigaB2000 + 1084S Colour Monitor .
Amiga 2088 PC/XT Bridgeboard + 5.25" Drive
Amiga 2286 PC/AT Bridgeboard + 5.25" Drive
Amtga 500 Inc TV Moduiator

Amiga500 + Mod + 3Games + Spritz Paint + S'Base.
Amiga 500 + Commodore 10848 Colour Monitor
Amiga500 + Philips 8833 Stereo Colour Monitor

Xerox 4020 Colour Inkjet
Citizen 120D Paralle)

1279.00
481.85
769.35

... 399,00
619.00
589.00

949.00

Shoot-em-up Construction Kit.
Silkworm . ...
Slesping Gods Lie . .
Space Harrier.... ... ... ...,
Speedball.... . .. . .

Steve Davis Norl¢ Snooker.....
Super Hang-On.......
Svord of Sodan....... ..

MONITORS

MODEMS
DISK DRIVES

Teenage Queen

Test Drive 2 : bus:
Thunderbirds. ...
Tiger Boad.... ... ...
Tine Scamner.... ...
Tives of Lore. .
Trained Assasie

MISCELLANEOUS

StartLC-10 ColourParallel
Star LC-24-1024 PinMulti-Font170/57 cps
AllOki20Consumables normallyinstock

Commodore 10848 Colour Monitor inclead
Philips 8833 Stereo Colour Monitorinc lead
Philips 7502 Green Screen Monitor

Amiga501512K RAM/Clock Expansion
Unbranded 3.5 Disks (10)
Surge Protector 13A Plug/3-Way Adaptor

Pace Modem + S/warefor AmigaV21/23 Prestel, BBSetc.....

AMDRIVE 40Mb External Hard Disk Drive for AS00 (NEW)
Amiga209220MbPC Hard Disk Drive...
Amiga 2094 20Mb Amiga Hard Disk Drive
Amiga2010internal 3.5" Disk Drive

Cumana CAX354 Disk Drive

12.95
12.95/15.95

113.85
PHONE

.49.95

iad ¥ o AmigaDOS Reterence Manual
mf:, 0;0:0' """" 1.8 miniGEN LOW COST GENLOCK!
igtery foad.. : et Addison Wesley Amiga Ref Manuals
Vigilante..... .. ... ... SOFTWARE
Yindrcators.. . ... ......... Superbase Personal
Yorager . .. Co Superbase Parsonal 2
War ip Middle Karth. ... Aegis Video Titler
Nec (e faps.... .. ProVideoPlus

Weird Dreans. Digiview Gold

Windsurf Willy Kindwords2

Vizawrite

Workbench 1.5 . .. Word Perfect

World Tour Galf. ... ........

Lak Mekracken...... ... ... LatticeCV5

Workbench/Extras V1.3inc. Manual

lany Golf. ... ... .
Zork lero - Infocom. ..........

INSTANT, Boston House, Abbey Park Road, Leicester LE45AN
Mail Order Only. State Computer's make and model.
P&P: 50p on orders under £5. EEC 75p per title.
Whole World £1.50 per title for Air Mail.

New titles sent on the day of release.

EN T 0533510102

FOR DISK PRICES & NEW RELEASES PLEASE RING US.

Delta

ALL PRICES ARE INCLUSIVE OF VAT AT 15%
CARRIAGE £5 (EXPRESS £10). Software and small items free.
Prices subjectto change withoutnotice

E&OE

2% Soo/twa 2e L Z‘

o 8 Ruswarp Lane, WHITBY, N. Yorks. YO2 1ND.
.- Tel: 0947 600065 (9am - 7pm
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HARDWARE & SOFTWARE
SPECIALISTS
6 FOREST CLOSE, EBBLAKE IND EST.
VERWOOD, DORSET
BH21 6DA

- ——

EXCLUDING VAT
AMIGA A500
+ FREE £220 SOFTWARE

INCLUDING:- @ PURPLE SATURN @ HOSTAGES
@ INTERNATIONAL SOCCER @ WINTER OLYMPIAD
@ SPITTING IMAGE @ STARGOOSE @ BACKLASH

@ QUADRALIEN @ ELIMINATOR
£339

@ FANTASTICK F3 JOYSTICK
@® TV MODULATOR

= 0202813176

AMIGA A500/

PHILIPS 8833  £520

AMIGA B2000/
PHILIPS 8833

INC ACCESSORIES

£1049

A2000 HARDWARE

A500 HARDWARE

A500+ TVMOD......co.coo.... . ... £305
A500 + £200 GAMES ................. £339 | A2000+ 1mb RAM.....cooccoo £ee9
A500 + 1084(S) HIGH A2OQO + 1084(s) monitor
RES COLOUR MONT ..o, ¢520 | +bridge BD +20mb H/disk...... £1390
AS500 + MB DRIVE ..o £3g9 | A2000+1084(8).........cccomni.. £1049
20mb hard disk ... ... £289
XT bridge BD.....o.covvvivcriivrrnnen £289
AMIGA EXTERNAL
DRIVES A500/A2000
CumanaCax354E.................ce... £87 MONITOHS
AF880 ........o.coe....
RF302C....................... 1084(s) High res monit........... €219
Supra 20mb H/disk Philips CM8833 High res............ £199

Y All drives 1mb + on/off switch %

AMIGA ACCESSORIES

A501-512k RAM .
TV Modulator ...
Mouse Mat.........

1901 C64 - colour
1900 C64 - MONO........cccvvirnee

PRINTERS

Star LC10 (P} 130CDS
Star LC10 Colour
Star LC24-10 (24 din)

Amiga dust-cover ..
34 135TPi DS/DD

(CZitIzen 1200

mmodore MPS§1230 ..

COMMODORE C64 Panasonic KXP1124 (24 pin) .. £279
Panasonic KXP1081................ 149

Epson LX800
Epson LQS500 ...
Epson FX850 ...
Epson FX1050 .
Epson EX800........
Epson EX1000

C64 Hollywood
C64 Entartainment
1541CI1 5}C64 drive ....
1581 34/800K C64 driv
Oceanic 5}C64 drive...

= FREE DELIVERY

AMIGA A500

INCLUDING:-

MOUSE WORKBENCH
UTILITIES MANUALS
BASIC TUTORIAL

TV MODULATOR

AMIGA B2000/XT
BRIDGE BOARD
20Mb HARD DISC
PHILIPS 8333 INCLUDING:-
RIS P £1300
AMIGA B2000
INCLUDING:- MOUSE - WORKBENCH
- BASIC UTILITIES - MANUALS

£869

Protessic.a. Page ... ... ... £175
CULUUR PH'NTEHS Pro Writer2 ... ... .. . . Ring
Publisher Plus .. ... £69
Crmnoso e | SRSOATEe. Ed
Epson EX1000 ........ LR £543 SUPBIEASe W ovooeevees s e £59
Hewlett Packard Paint Supertase Person . . ..f44
Jet . e « £718 | gyperbase Protessional . .. £169
NECP&+ - £808 | Tv'showiText. . . . . . .. ..£79
NECP7+. Word Perfect 42, £189
StarLC10 i ‘Works'
Xerox4020 ....... i ..o, £O46 Zumaforits
Citizen overture ... £1299 U TOP 19 G MES
HP Laserjet Il ......c.ccooeeeeivnennnns £1825
No. Sale £
y 1 Falcon 19.99
BUSINESS S WARE 2 Sword of Sodan ... 19,99
3 Dragonr Master. ..19.99
Sale £ 4 Gaies Drago.'s Domain. .. . 19.99
AEGIS Sonix . . ... d 5 TV Sports Football. ... ....... . 19.99
Animated images 3D ... & Oragon Lair . . .19.99
City Desk.............. 3 7 Vicwry RO 19.99
Deluxe Video ...... 8 Int Karate 19.99
Deliixe Music. 9 Speedbalf ... 19.99
Deluxe Paint ... £49 10 Who Framed Roger Rabbit.. 19.99
Digiview Gold........ccocvvnininien £109 11 Operation Wolt ... ... ... . 19.99
Home Accounts.. ... 219 12 Lombard RAC Rally. 19.99
MailshotPlus ... £39 13 Elite .o oo . 19.99
Maxiplan AS00 ... £69 14 Motor Massacie............... 19.99
Music Studio ... €23 15 Mickey Mouse ... . .....19.99
Organiser ll..... . €49 16 Captain F122..........c..occen. 19.99
Page Setter ..... £89 17 Purple Saturn Day .............. 19.99
Page Flipper Plus £24 18 Technocop... ..... ... e 19.99
Photon Paint ...........c.coeveeniiiennne. £49 19 Rocket Ranger.................. 19.99
Photon Video .........cc.ooovieene Ring

ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT

CREDIT CARD MAIL ORDER
AND EXPORT HOTLINE

= 0202 813176
OPEN MON-SAT 9am-5.30pm

All prices and manufacturers specifications subject to change without

notice. please call before ordering

To: First Micro, 6 Forest Close, Ebblake Ind Est, Verwood, Dors
| wish to order.

My computer Is. S . L
| enclose cheque/POtfor€ Excluding VAT
or charge my Access/Visa No: Exp. date___.

OO000O00000000000 =

Name.
Signature.
Address

—_ _ TelNo. _.

Postcode




TEST DRIVE/

will amaze you...

speed and massive storage capac-

ity of a hard drive, but you cannot
afford to pay the price demanded by the
Commodoreandthe Amiga OEMs. Worse
still, if you happen to have an A500, Com-
modore just willnotevenadmittohavinga
price for the latest word in hi-tech gadget-
ry, the A590 20Mb hard disk drive; even
though the unit was first demonstrated in
public at the World of Commodore show
in Toronto in 1988.

AUl’s hawk-eyed journalists were the
first from Britain to see the new baby in
action and the first to bring the news to
you. Since then Commodore have kept
very quiet about the A590, keepingus all at
bay with afew sneak picturesand eventhe
odd specification. Nevertheless, rumour
has it that when the A590 eventually does
arrive in UK dealerships, it will cost up-
wards of £600 (a price which may prove
prohibitive for the typically conservative
British wallet - especially since the unit
only boasts a relatively slow 20Mb 3.5"
hard drive).

On the other hand you could try one of
the other suppliers of hard disk units for
the Amiga. Surprisingly enough, over the
lastyearor so, quite alarge number of third
party drives have become available at
steadily decreasing prices.

However as later inspection reveals,
these are not just some unheard of, no
doubt unreliable drives; instead, they are
tried and tested IBM PC based systems.
What makes this system so special is the
unique system of piggy-backing an ex-
isting third party controller onto a “pass-
through” board to the Amiga.

The end result for the user is twofold.
Firstly, the IBM based drives tend to be
slightly cheaper; second, and more im-
portant, you get a lot more choice over
what you get. There are currently no less
than seven systems ranging from 20Mb
up toastaggering 230Mb - thatis, 23times

I ook at it this way - you want the

Mark Smiddy takes a new idea
in low-cost Winchesters out for
atestdrive - theresults

the mass storage of the IBM PC-XT orover
10 times the storage of the A590. Not only
that, but you also have a choice of the final
configuration - so you can sacrifice alittle
speed to save a little money.

All the systems are built in two main
parts. The first is the drive itself. This is a
standard external hard disk drive such as
you may find in a powerful PC setup. Even
80, your choice is not just limited to physi-
calstorage capacity, butalso tothe type of
drive in question.

“In fact, this unusual
design does more than
make the Amiga talk - it

makes it sing.”

The secondpartisthereally clever bit -
what makes the Amiga talk to a standard
PC external hard disk. In fact, this unusual
design does more than make the Amiga
talk - it makes it sing. Manufactured in
America by Spirit Technology, this little
box of tricks is known as the HDA506.
Unlike other HD drives for the Amiga,
which use an interface know as SCSI
(pronounced skuzzi, it means Small Com-
puters Standard Interface) the HDA506
uses a technique known as Direct Mem-
ory Access or DMA.

In essence, DMA is when an external
peripheral or chip, a hard disk controllerin
this case, is allowed full access to the
machines RAM whilst the processor is
effectively asleep - processing instruc-
tions. Explaining more than the funda-
mental principals of DMA is beyond the
scope of this review, but suffice to say itis
considerably faster than the more com-
mon SCSI. The problem with this is that
the peripheral must remain ON all the time
the machineis running. Inthe case of DMA
peripherals like HD drives this willrarely be
troublesome. The Spirit system can be

supplied either in kit form or as a pre-
configured system. For the purposes of
review we obtained the full working ver-
sion - as a box of parts.

Thefeint-hearted among you canrelax
now, all is not as bad as it sounds. The
system is supplied in parts to make it a)
less prone to damage during shipping and
b) more versatile. All that is needed to
assemble the whole thingis asmall Philips
screwdriver and about 30 minutes pati-
ence. Firstly, the three interconnects are
passedintothe case and connectedtothe
controller card. Nextthe controller is plug-
ged, piggy-back, into the HDA506 board.
Finally the whole assembly is mounted in
the case.

Now all you have to do is plug the box
onto the Amiga and away you go. This is
when the only real problem of Spirit's
otherwise superb system comes to light.
On the A500 machines at least, the interfa-
ce sits right beside the left hand shift key
and tends to get in the way (although you
do get used to this). The reason for the
height problem is a matter of the way the
interface cards are laid out although this is
unavoidable with the current design, it still
seems a shame.

“Switch on and prepare to
be amazed with the
incredible speed of this
DMA based drive,
Workbench can be
booted in under 8
secondsona 1.3
machine.”

The real proof of the pudding is in the
eating though. Switch on and prepare to
be amazed with the incredible speed of
this DMA based drive, Workbench can be
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FORM MASTER
Simply Racing Ahead

Don't just believe us about Form Master — here are some of our
testimonials.

"I have purchased hundreds of systems over the last forty years and
Form Master is by far the most brilliant system. Since Christmas | am
showmg a profit of some £400. My profit from date of purchase is
£1200’

M. Lancaster, Leicestershire 29.1.89

"Form Master does what is claimed for it and finds good priced
winners in competitive betting markets.”
P. Jones, Gwent 6.12.88

"The first time | used Form Master | had a 12/1 winner and | have
never looked back. | am currently showing a profit of £500.
Form Master is averaging 50% winners and leaves other lipping
services in jts tracks. | won't be without it."”

T. Rixon, Shropshire 13.2.89

"'l had a number of winners within a week of using the system and in
the last seven days | have not placed a losing bet. You can imagine
how delighted | am.”

. R. Newton, Isle of Man 10.3.89
DELTA BASE A Form Master has averaged a 43% success rate over the National

Hunt Season to date. Confirmed figures. Don't be in the losing seat

YOKE STYLE JOYSTICK FOR for the flat season — order Form Master now.
Available on IBM PC, Atari ST, Amiga and ali well known computers.
FLIGHT SIMULATOR " ORDER F(?Rg MASTER girect from Cascade Systems using any
DELTABASE A Flight Simulator joystick...... £29.95 ?oa&gebyflmgg Ty §m?§u”°eau our 24 hr ORDERLINE on 0423

FLIGHT SIMULATOR II £24.95 504663 at £99.99 including VAT, Post and Packing.
PAYMENT BY CREDIT CARD

VOLTMACE g ENEREENEERERRREE

Unit 9, Bondor Business Centre

Expiry Date

Signed
London Road, Baldock, SG7 6HP Name | —
____ Telephone 0462 894410 P ——
A Prices include VAT & 1st class post ™ yy¢4 SPECIAL OFFER £20 off RRP '
| J Dealer & Distributor terms available _ Cascade Systems Ltd., 1-3 Haywra Crescen!, Harrogate,

North Yorkshire HG1 58G. Registered No. 2222612,

U.K. GAMES CHART

Game Company Price
Populous Electronic Arts £24.95
Blood Money Psygnosis £24.95
Blasteroids Mirrorsoft £19.95
Sword of Sodan Discovery £24.95
R Type Activision £24.95
Super Hang On Activision £24.95
Denaris U.S. Gold £19.95
Space Harrier Elite £19.95
Balance of Power  Mindscape £24.95
Falcon Mirrorsoft £29.99

S © O NG A W N =




TEST DRIVE/

booted inunder 8 seconds ona 1.3 machi-
ne. Compare that to Commodore’s miser-
able90 seconds orso. With a 1.2Kickstart,

the improvement is not so good, about 37

seconds in all, but | have no doubt this
couid be improved with some judicious
tweaking by the user.

The overall speed of the system is
quite breathtaking, just about the fastest
youwillsee this side of £2000, and we have
provided benchtests just in case you do
not believe it. All-in-all, it offers users a
good and expandable entry into the worid
of the Winchester. Although the system
lacks the aesthetic appeal of some of the
competition, it more than makesupforitin
terms of raw meaty power and overall
value for money. Before you buy a hard
disk drive take a good look at this one.
Highly recommended.

M.S.
Product: Spirit HDA506 sub-system +
hard drive for A500/1000
Price: 20Mb £350 inc. VAT
42Mb £475 inc. VAT
230Mb £1499 inc. VAT
Contact: Bytes and Pieces, 37 Cecil
Street, Lytham, Lancashire, FY8 5NN
Tel: 0860-254344

Points for: very cost-effective, com-
es in kit or pre-built form, exceptionally
fast, versatile, supports up to 2 drives -
460Mb!

Drawbacks: Looks “agricultural,”
not very portable, unwieldy on an A500,
poorly produced manual

Table 1: Standard benchtests compiled by the PD utility DrivePerFA

Spirit HDA506 Floppy RAM:
Benchtest
Create file 37 Files/sec 0 Files/sec 5 Files/sec
Delete file 55 Files/sec 1 Files/sec 10 Files/sec
Dir scan 96 Entries/sec 42 Entries/sec 5 Entries/sec
Seek/Read 84 Srs/sec 16 SRs/sec 51 SRs/sec
Read Y2k buffer 29,789 Bytes/sec 11,702 Bytes/sec 201,649 Bytes/sec
Write Y2k buffer 65,536 Bytes/sec 5,002 Bytes/sec 145,635 Bytes/sec
Read 4k buffer 163,840 Bytes/sec 12,423 Bytes/sec 655,360 Bytes/sec
Write 4k buffer 163,840 Bytes/sec 5,160 Bytes/sec 291,271 Bytes/sec
Read 8k buffer 238,312 Bytes/sec 12,423 Bytes/sec 873,813 Bytes/sec
Write 8k buffer 201,649 Bytes/sec 5,160 Bytes/sec 291,271 Bytes/sec
Read 32k bufter 327,680 Bytes/sec 12,603 Bytes/sec 873,813 Bytes/sec
Write 32k buffer 262,144 Bytes/sec 5,180 Bytes/sec 327,680 Bytes/sec

The truths about access times
and mass storage

Typically, when you order a hard disk
manufacturers quote a figure regarding
the "accesstime” of the disk. This is essen-
tially how long the read/write heads take
to getto the required track. All of these are
measured in milliseconds (mS) and can
very from 80mS (slow) to around 17mS

(very fast). There are however other fac-
tors to take into consideration before the
final - realistic - figure is calculated. These
are: the type of format used; the number of
heads -4, 5, 6 even 8; and the total number
of cylinders (double-sided tracks).

In practicat terms this means a 28mS
20Mb drive with 4 heads and 620 cylin-
ders, can actually work out slower than a
40mS 42Mb drive with 6 heads and 820
cylinders. This is because, in the larger
capacity drive the heads may not have to
move as far to get the same amount of
information.

Think of it this way: in the 20Mb machi-
ne each head covers 620/4 = 155 tracks;
in the 42Mb machine each head covers
820/6 = 137 tracks approximately. Also
the tracks in the 20Mb unit hold about
129Kb each, and in the 42Mb model hold
about 306Kb each. So, to read a total of
say 200Kb, the larger unit only has to seek
one track; the smaller one has to read one
complete track, then move on to the next.

Finally, there is the question of the
drive’s actual capacity. Manufacturers

now have two different standards in com-
mon use - Modified Frequency Modula-
tion or MFM, and Run Length Limited or
RLL. Of the two, RLL is the most recent
and the most efficient storagewise. Infact,
anRLL formatted drive can hold about 1.5
times as much information as the equiva-
lent MFM unit.

This leads to a problem which allows
unscrupulous dealers to make a fast buck
out of unwary buyers. AllHD drives are the
same - from the outside. On the inside
some have higher density surfaces than
others - like floppy disks. This means it is
possible to combine a 20Mb MFM drive
with a 32Mb RLL controller and hey-
presto, a32Mb drive. Not for long though.
Unless the drive is certified by the manu-
facturers as being RLL it will fail very
quickly. Just outside the guarantee period
probably.

Similarly, there is a temptation to buy
an RLL controller and put it with an MFM
drive. Never do this - you will only have
yourself to blame when the data starts to
vanish.

The Ami

continued from page 38

France

market needs are (1) importers and distri-
butors who make the effort to translate
products and manualsinto French, and (2)
a lively, varied and open Amiga French-
language press. The first requirement is
still along way off, but one or two distribu-
tors are making a real effort. However, in
the past two months Commodore Fran-
ce's relations with A-News have im-
proved, with the appearance of the first

Commodore advertising and then the
sending of press releases. It seems that
this peculiar and unfortunate ‘war’ may be
heading to its end.

One year on, A-News is still a small
magazine fighting to make a place for
itself in the world, but judging by readers’
reactions the ‘magazine built on an A500°
has a bright future. With a current printrun
of nearly 20,000 and growing sales in
Switzerland, Belgium and French-speak-

ing Canada, things can’t be that bad. The
A500 has metamorphosed into a 2000
with three megabytes of RAM and a GVP-
Quantum 40 megabyte hard card. Lepper
even has a secretary one day a week to
count the money. He is hoping she will be
increasingly occupied with this pleasant
and useful task that as yet no-one has
been able to persuade even the Amiga to

carry out.
i ZM.S.
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PICTURES FROM
SPACE

Amigaownerscan nowreceive
FREE weather satellite pictures
beamed down from Space with
the latest Microtext Teletext
Adaptorandjustanordinary TV
aerial. The pictures originate
from sources such as
MeteoSat, a satellite with built
in cameras orbiting high above
the equator. The Met-office’s
super-computers receive the
Satellites signal and process
the picture to make the view
appear to be from overhead

Britain.

The pictures are transmit-
ted on CEEFAX but cannot be
received on a normal Teletext
TV, only by a computer with a
Teletext Adaptor and the re-
levant software. New pictures
are sent regularly and are pre-
sented as anindex of nameson
the Amiga’s screen, any of
these can then be downloaded
by simply pointing and clicking
with the mouse. Any of the im-
ages can then be selected for
display. The pictureis saved as
a compact data files, the Mic-
rotext software can then select
these for display. Images can
be overlaid on one-another -
this allows a grey scale cloud

pictureto be placed overablue
and green land and sea image.
The resulting display can then
be saved as an IFF files for
printing out or processing with
any Amiga pint package. The
pictures are sent as part of the
BBC’s Telesoftware service.
Telesoftware already
broadens the appeal of teletext
on a micro as users are able to
download data and programs
free from a selection that is
changed eachweek, programs

are available for PC and the -

BBC micro - most of which can
be run on the Amiga with Com-
modores new “BBCEmulator”.

As well as being able to
receive Satellite pictures and
Telesoftware the Microtext
Adaptor enables normal Tele-
text to be received. Features
include the ability to print
pages, save pages to disk,
translate pages to speech and
to run completely automatical-
ly. Italso converts a 1081, 1084
or 8833 monitor to a colour TV.

Price:£124.80 + VAT. Con-
tact: Microtext, 7 Birdlip Close,
Horndean, Portsmouth. Tel:
(0705) 595694.

16,000,000
Colours!

sers of 24-bit colour images scan-

ned from Professional ScanlLab

willsoonbe abletoinserttheminto
Postscript colour separations generated
in Professional Page. RESEP, a new utility
from ASDG, is the program which makes it
all possible.

RESEP is designed for use with a
set-up of an Amiga 200 and Professional
ScanlLab with a Sharp JX-300 or JX-450
colour scanner, and software support
from Professional Page. Images are
saved using the Sharp scanner and Pro-
fessional AScanLab in two forms: as a
4,096 colour HAMimage and as a
16,000,000 colour, 24-bitimage. For com-
position and proofing purposes, the HAM
versionis usedin conjunction with Profes-
sional Page.

Next, RESEP steps in and takes a
24-bit colour separation performed by
Professional ScanLab, replacing the HAM
separation in the PostScript file, going as
far as to crop the image using information
fromthe HAMversion. Saved in Postscript
format, the image is then ready to be
turned to film for printing.

Contact: ASDG Incorporated, 925 Ste-

wart Street, Madison, W1 53713, U.S.A.
Tel: (608) 273 6585.
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COMPETITION;

Turn Lefty’s
Sy, snayl
~/ into a
smile...

‘There’s only one way to save your life, brother,’ snarled
Lefty as he reached beneath his dark trench coat. The
pool of light oozed from the street lamp and dripped off
the edge of his fedora. The shadows from his too-stiff
body extended into the night, swallowed by the misty
background. Time stood still.

‘Answer these questions, or its curtains,’ he grimaced.
‘But if you have them right you get very very lucky plus
the little matter of staying alive — at least till payday.’
1. How many programs are included in The Works,

Platinum Edition?
. How many entries does Thesauras have?
. Which standards does the comms package emulate?
. How many functions and colours are displayed in the
database?
5. The Works operates united by a single interface. True
or False?

> W N

‘Digipro is gonna give ya the Works, plus a 1 meg
expansion,’ Lefty snapped. ‘But only if yous get it right.
Five runners up will walk of with a copy of Transcript,
GoldDisk’s latest baby,’ he snarled. Or was that a
smile? The light glanced off his platinum front tooth. I
could see the shape of a Z88 under his coat, and
shuddered.

‘Save yourself from wearing a pair of custom cement
shoes.’ As he slunk into the shadows I could still hear
the echo of that menacing whisper like the scraping of
a nail on a rusty padlock. ‘Put your answers on a
postcard by September 15 and mail them to?’
Digipro/The Works Competition
c/o0 Amiga User International
40 Bowling Green Lane
London ECIR ONE
‘... And drive carefully. The life you save may be your
own ...
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ATTENTION ALL ANIMATORS AND ARTISTS

AMIGA ARTISTS & ANIMATORS!

Do you own Animator Apprentice/-
Junior, Sculpt 3D, Vscape 3D, Tur-
boSilver etc?

Doyouwantaccessto more dota
disks for your program? Would you
like to enter your pictures/anima-
tions info competitions and win su-
perb prizes?

RENDER mogozine offers all this
& much more. RENDER is a disk
based magazine thot is available
every month os a twin disk set full of
items & data for anyone from Dpaint
novices to Sculpt 4D users. Issue 2 is
availoble now & includes cortoon
data. Each & every issue will offer:

° FREE DATA; free object/model data for all the populor graphics progroms.
From Spaceships to cartoon characters, each RENDER will contain NEW data.
* Gollery for you to enter your artwork.

* Competitions with great prizes.

* Object & Dato librory that you can cantribute to.

* Helpline for any problems.

* Letters page * reviews & news * charts

All this on two
disks for only
£4.851

Send cheques or P.O’s to: RENDER GRAPHICS
Dept AUI 48 Felstead Road, Grimshy, Sth Humberside DN34 4ET

NOTEPAD

MAKE YOUR AMIGA EARN!

Yes, making money with your Amiga becomes incidental when you
know how. Your micra is, if only you knew it, a gold mine. The size and
make is irelevant. Make the initial effort. NOW by starting your own

) HOME BASED BUSINESS.
This may be the most important move you will aver makel

REMEMBER: You'll never get rich by digging someone &lse’s
"“ditch”’. Anyone in the country, including YOU, can become very
rich in a relatively short period of time just be doing a few basic
thingsl It's more rewarding than playing games. The benefits are
many and varied. Full or part-time. For FREE details send S.A.E. to:

_HOMNE BASED
E BUSINESS
1H 31 PILTON PLACE (AUI 1)

: KING AND QUEEN STREET
o WALWORTH, LONDON SE17 1DR

Guaranteed Disks

3:5"DS/DD
86p each
(Standard Bulk)

37p each
(MAXELL/KAO BULK)
Recommended for the
Amiga, ARC, MAC, efc

DISK BOXES, AMIGA A500 & 2000 SYSTEMS
All prices include VAT & Delivery
Quantity discounts on 100 + DISKS

0705 511439 (24hr)

0705511648 (Amiga Systems)

0705511646 (FAX)
Cheques/P.0O. to:

Athene Consultancy
Dept CCi, The Media Centre
16 Stoke Rd, Gosport, Hants PO12 1JB

5-25” 48 tpi DS/DD
37p each
many more types
& brands
We will beat any
Price
Amiga PD Lib
€2.50/Disk Send SAZ

m—

Aardware Computing. 2a Melton Road, Crumipsall, Manchester M8 6HF. England

YOURATTENTION PLEASE.
THIS CREATURE IS A “WUK”

...And although it may look harmless enough

ft's actually a dangerous threat to the safety of

our world. It s a member of an inter-galactic

& conspiracy of weird looking aliens who want to

& . invade our planet, destroy all life as we know it,
2 and open yet another chain of fast-food joints.

THIS EVIL PLAN MUST BE THWARTED!
‘15'? &.‘_—ET? S0... .
4 Here's your chance th save your planoet. gel,

. rid ofsoine of that surplus aggression, and have
Py fun at the same tune.

Get ALIEN SWARM, the blistering new shoot-em-up from

Aardware rorameres12.95

Make oul your cheque or postal order lo
“Manchester Business Consortium Ltd.” and send it lo

0695 24776 bu.m_pusl_ug 0685 24776
June/Jul June/July
Offers d AMIGA BUSINESS SOFTWARE SPECIALISTS Offers

Productivity Software Utility Software and Languages

Math-amation...........
CityDeskv2.0DTP
Professional Page.....
Superbase Personal2.......cccc.coeunrusnnee
SuperbaseProfessional ....

TextPro
DataRetrieve...
AssemPro.......
Descartes! Graphic Tool
BackerText...............
VisaWrite Deskiop ..........ccceviunivcinninn
Word Perfect
Ruby-Comm Viewdata/TTY comms..... £68.83
Maxi-PlanA500....
Maxi-Plan Plus

C-Light .
SculptAnimatedD ..
X-CADDesigner......
X-CADProfessional

ExpertSystemsKit.......
K-Seka68000Assembierv1.5...

Lattice AmigaDOSCv5.0...... £128.70
Lattice AmigaDOS Professional £235.95
CambridgeLisp ............... £111.87

MCCPascalVersion2..
Amiga Toolkit.....
MCCShell..........
MCCMacroAssembler
ACFortran Compiler ....

ACBASIC Compiler ..... ... £102.90

All this plus other top quality software. Call for many more offers.
Cheques/Postal Orders payabie to S&T Computing, 352, Ormskirk Road, Upholland,
Skelmersdale, Lancs. WAB 9ND All prices inciude VAT & Delivery (UK Mainland) abroad add £3.

E-M-S

THE REPAIR SPECIALIST
AS500 A1000 A2000
PERIPHERALS & ACCESSORIES
CALL FOR PRICE OR QUOTE

0778 36752

ELECTRONIC MAINTENANCE SERVICES
12 KINGS STREET INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
LANGTOFT, PETERBOROUGH PE6 9NF
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I'BBCS Bulletin Board
Become a sysop for less

If you have an Amiga with two drives and a Hayes

compatible modem you could he running your own

bulletin hoard for only 35 pounds!

TBBCS will let you Luild up a BBS with messages, voting, a
dating service, SIGs, downloads, and a CB Simulator for
less than the price of most Comms Packages. If you don't
have your own phone line, TBBCS can share a voice line.

Send an SAE to the following address

for more information.
Hugh Allan Jr, Ness Castle, Dores Rd, Inverness: IV1 2D]

Stop ringing other peoples bulletin
"\ boards, and start running your own. *

SAFETY FILM SO17
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SASETY FiLM 8017

FROM YOUR

Jomm SLIDES 5"

IF YOU NEED FAST HARD-COPY FROM YOUR
AMIGA GRAPHICS, THEN YOU CAN RELY ON
IMAGERY FOR A HIGH QUALITY, LOW COST
SERVICE ON BOTH 35MM SLIDES & PRINTS

INTERESTED 7 THEN CALL U? NOW ON THE
FOLLOWING NUMBER, AND WE LL BE HAPPY
TO SEND FURTHER DETAILS TO YOU.

TEL: (091) 222 1822.

IMAGERY, SECOND FLOOR,
HIGH BRIDGE HOUSE, HIGH BRIDGE,
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, NET 1EW.

COTSWOLD COMPUTERS

SPECIAL OFFER Amiga 500 Limited Edition (1 megabyte

RAM, TV modulator + Dragons Lair) .................. ... £539.00
Amiga 500 inc modulator and one game . ... .. .. £374.00
Amiga 500 inc modulator and 10 star games pack.......... £389.00

Amiga 500 + 1084S monitor ....... e .. £634.00
CBM PC1 IBM compatible + ABLE 1 software, mono . .. £357.20

CBM PC1 IBM compatible + ABLE 1 software, colour. .. £489.50
CBM PC 40 Il single drive + colour VIA + 40 megabyte

hard disk 2 o5 e R o e T R : £2137.00
Atari STFM Explorer pack............. £ . £299.00

(All prices inc VAT)

All other computers and peripherals available; also software
For turther details phone or send sae to:

COTSWOLD COMPUTERS,
22 Polruan Place, Fishermead,
Milton Keynes MK6 2LH
(0908) 662331

“r SPECIAIL OFFER ¥ SPECIAL OFFER v
Buy any Amiga Pack and recen e our FREE Starter Pack (10 PD & 10 Blank Dishs ), Lnisting
Amiga Users can obtain our Special Pack for £25.00 Inchisive,
ANHG A AS PACKRS
PACK A AmigaAS00 - Mouse Modulator - Our Special Pack .......... ..o
PACKB AmigaAS5u0 - Mouse - Modulator - 10Games - OurFREE Special Pack .
PACKC AmigaA500 - Mouse - Modulator - 9Games - Joystick - OurFREE Special Pack ... 399.99
PACKD AmigaA500 Mouse - Modulator 512Kb Ram Expansion - Dragon’s Lar
- OurSpecial Pack (20 disks) b buebiLt e oadaba
PACKE AmigaA500 Mouse - Modulator - A1084
QurSpecial Pack (200iSKS) ... ....co.... ...,
PACKF AmigaA500 - Mouse Modulator - A1010 Disk Drive Aegis Sonix
OurSpecial Disk Pack ......... AR b g e S ik A T
ANMIGA PLBLIC DOM AN DISKS

Wehave over 600 PD Disks in our Library whichinclude Fish Disks, Amicus Tbags, APDL Ouads. Each PD

costs £3.00 inclusive - or a bargain of 10 PDs for only £15.00 inclusive. Disk Catalogue costs £5.00 (2
disks). Buy a Complete Bible (Old and New Testament) for only £8.50 (3 disks)
Increase the speed of your Amiga with our 68010 Processor - fullinstructions
Double the speed of your Amiga with the Accelerator Card witl
16 MHZE8881C0-Processors ... s
Increase the speed of your XT Bridgeboard with our V20 Upgrad
Add8087-2Co-Processor toyour XT Bridgeboard/PC
AT BridgeBoard..........occeivriiiieniseiriisics s
0" GUARANTEED §

ur Monit

UNBRANDED: 3' DSDD £10.00 per Box of 10: £20.00 per Qty of 25
BRANDED SONY/3M/VERBATIN: 3' - DSDD £14.00 per Box of 10,3 DSHD £38.00 per Box of 10

SOETWARE SUPBLIES FOR THE ABOVE COMPUTERS PLEASE RING FOR [ETAIESOR SAL TOR THE CVEATOGLUT

M prices s inclisive of VAT Goods are despatehed within 24 hrs af cleared transaction, Persomnal collers are
wedcome. Please send sour cheque/Postal Oreler to:
QL ADSOET COMPLTERS L nit M6, 203 213 Mare Street. London ES 3QF, Tel: 01-333 3116 0860 364231

SOFTWARE EXPRESS
The Midlands and South-West
AMIGA and ATARI Specialists

for

Hardware, Software, Books
and Peripherals

Visit our Showrooms at:

212-213 Broad Street 9 Exeter Street
Birmingham Plymouth
B151AY PL4 OAQ

Tel: 021-643 9100 0752-265276

ToBook This Space

Phone Paul
Clements
on

01-278 0333
Extension 280
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The Designer’s Dream

B Hidth_ gniis men .
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Never before has the Amiga been so
well complemented. Never before
has the Designer been given so much
power, speed and flexibility at such an
affordable price.

RUNS ON ANY IMb
AMIGA

FAST - 6 times faster on zoom and
redraw than AutoCad running ona
Compagq 386.

PRACTICAL - Ideal for design in
architecture, electronics, mechanics
or engineering.

ACCURATE - Precise to |
millionth of a millimetre.

COMPATIBLE - AutoCad DXF
Import/Export module option. Print
to plotters, laser or dotmatrix
printers.

MODULAR - Easy upgrade to
XCAD Professional.

PRICE £99.00 exc. VAT

XCAD Designer harnesses the
incredible power of the Amiga to
deliver a draughting tool to beat all
others. Processing times are cut to a
fraction of most PC-based systems.
Plans, designs and blueprints can easily
be produced using simple, flexible
menus or commands. And at only
£99, XCAD Designer brings true
design professionalism within your
reach.
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Available from your local dealer or telephone ...

CADVISION

INTERNATIONAL

Hazlitt Mews, Hazlitt Road, London W14 0jZ
Telephone: 01—603 3313

e e e e |




DIGI™VIEW

G OLD

3. imple Best.

The all new Digi-View Gold is the best video digitizer for
the Amiga. Period. Nothing else even comes close. Why?
The secret is that Digi-View Gold captures 2.1 million colors
in memory, giving you an incredible 100,000 apparent
colors on screen simultaneously.

And it’s easy to use. Just focus your video camera
on any object or picture, and in seconds Digi-View Gold
turns it into Amiga graphics that glow with vibrant color
and clarity. Whether you are creating graphics for desktop
publishing, presentations, video, or just for fun, Digi-View
Gold gives you dazzling images with amazing simplicity.

Digi-View Gold is designed specifically for the Amiga
500 and 2000, and plugs directly into the parallel port.
Digi-View Gold’'s powerful image capture and manipulation
software (version 3.0) now has complete control of color
and sharpness, tull overscan, extra halfbrite, and a special
line art mode for desktop publishing.

*Requires standard gender changer for use with Amiga 1000. Video camera required; not
included. NewTek sells a video camera, copy stand, and the Digi-Droid autornated filter wheel
for Digi-View Gold. if your local retailer doesn't carry these products, cail us at 913-354-1146.
Digi-View Gold is a trademark of NewTek, Inc. Amiga is a trademark of Commodore-Amiga, Inc.
If you would like 1o become a member of the Cool Friends of NewTek Club or just be put on our mailing
list, write to us at NewTek, 115 West Crane, Topeka, KS 66603 U.S.A. Be seeing yoult

Actual 4096 color Digi-View Gold picture

Only Digi-View Gold:

o Can digitize in all Amiga resolution modes from 320x256
PAL up to 768x580 PAL (full PAL hi-res overscan)

e Uses 2 to 4096 colors (including extra halfbrite)

e Uses exclusive Enhanced HAM for super fine detail

e Is 100% IFF compatible and works with any graphics
software

e Can digitize 21 bits per pixel (2.1 million colors) for the
highest quality images possible

* Has advanced dithering routines that give an apparent
100,000 colors on screen simultaneously

¢ Has powerful Image processing controls for complete IFF
picture manipulation

If you want the highest quality graphics for your Amiga,
as easy as 1, 2, 3; then you need the new version of the
best selling video digitizer of all time: Digi-View Gold.

ONLY £129.95 Bl .
=VV-r=K

I' NCORPORATETD

Digi-View Gold is available now
at your local Amiga dealer.
Or call 010-1-913-354-1146




