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Fomivirsen also contribute to the antiviral activity of this type
A Viewpoint by Erik de Clercq of polyanions. In this respect, the isolation of a
Rega Institute for Medical Research, cytomegalovirus mutant with sequence-specific re-

Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Leuven, Belgium sistance to fomivirsé# might be reassuring that

Fomivirsen (ISIS 2922) is an antisense oligo-fomivirsen, at least in part, acts by a truly antisense
deoxynucleotide (composed of 21 phosphorothioat¢nechanism. The clinical utility of fomivirsen, and in
nucleotides), that is complementary to the humamaticular its tolerability and efficacy relative to those
cytomegalovirus (CMV) immediate early 2 (IE) of the more ‘conventional’ anti-cytomegalovirus

Ile\!A. The sequence of the nucleotides is ?IS folgrugs, such as ganciclovir and cidofovir, remain the
ows: B-GCGTTTGCTCTTCTTCTTGCG-3 A subject of further investigation. o

nucleotides are the-gBleoxy type and the phosphate
backbone is replaced by phosphorothioates through-
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