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PREFACE 

There  a r e  some men who are born  t o  h e  l a r g e r  than  l i f e .  P r o f e s s o r  T e t s u j i  Kametani 

i s i a  p e r f e c t  example. He h a s  enjoyed a  b r i l l i a n t  c a r e e r  i n  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  Univer- 

s i t i e s  r i s i n g  t o  h igh  o f f i c e  i n  Tohoku U n i v e r s i t y .  He has  r e c e i v e d  many honours  

and h a s  g iven  gene rous ly  of h i s  t ime  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  of Sc ience .  H i s  r o l e  a s  Found- 

i n g  E d i t o r  of t h e  j o u r n a l  o f  "HETEROCYCLES" is s p e c i a l l y  t o  b e  n o t e d .  

P r o f e s s o r  Kametani s t a r t e d  h i s  c a r e e r  under  t h e  w i s e  guidance  o f  P r o f e s s o r  Sh igeh iko  

Sugasawa on t h e  problem of  t h e  s y n t h e s i s  of  t h e  a l k a l o i d  emet ine .  Nearly a l l  h i s  

r e s e a r c h  h a s  been devo ted  t o  a l k a l o i d  c h e m i s t r y .  

P r o f e s s o r  Kametani completed h i s  Ph.D. i n  Tokyo U n i v e r s i t y  i n  1951,  h i s  degree  be- 

i n g  de layed  by t h e  War and i ts  a f t e r m a t h .  A f t e r  h i s  move t o  Osaka U n i v e r s i t y  i n  

t h e  same y e a r  he  q u i c k l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  an  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e p u t a t i o n  and had p u b l i s h e d  

a l r e a d y  50 paper s  b e f o r e  b e i n g  appo in ted  t o  Tohoku U n i v e r s i t y  i n  1959. From t h a t  

t i m e  P r o f .  l:ametanifs c a r e e r  blossomed l i k e  a Japanese  che r ry  t r e e .  I n  t h e  n e x t  20 

y e a r s  he p u b l i s h e d  n e a r l y  a thousand paper  on a l k a l o i d  c h e m i s t r y  most ly  on t h e  syn- 

t h e s i s  o f  impor tan t  membersof t h i s  group o f  compounds. 

Most s c i e n t i s t s  do t h e i r  b e s t  work when they  a r e  young. P r o f e s s o r  Kametani is  t h e  

e x c e p t i o n .  The more he  h a s  done,  t h e  b e t t e r  has  become t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  h i s  work. 

H i s  l a t e s t  s y n t h e t i c  s t u d i e s  u s i n g  h i s  p r i n c i p l e  of ' R e t r o  Mass S p e c t r a l  A n a l y s i s '  

have been p a r t i c u l a r l y  b r i l l i a n t  and f r u i t f u l .  H i s  l a t e s t  s y n t h e t i c  work on t h i e n a -  

mycin is i n  t h e  same c a t e g o r y .  

P r o f e s s o r  Kametani h a s  a l s o  ga ined  a h i g h l y  r e s p e c t e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  

h i s  c a p a c i t i e s  i n  a c t i v i t i e s  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  t o  t h e  Organic  Chemistry l a b o r a t o r y .  

He is even s a i d ,  on one o c c a s i o n ,  t o  have made t h e  l a t e  P r o f e s s o r  Woodward j e a l o u s !  

We a l l  wish P r o f e s s o r  Kametani many happy y e a r s  o f  v igorous  l i f e  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  

pur sue  h i s  s e a r c h  f o r  e x c e l l e n c e  b o t h  w i t h i n  and wi thou t  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y .  

Derek Bar ton 

Gi f - su r -Yve t t e ,  J u l y ,  1980 


