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To all «whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoN W. COCHRAN, of
the city of New York, in the State of New York,
havemadecertain Improvementsin Fire-Arms,
for which I have made application for Letters
Patent of the United States, and which are
now pending before the Commissioner of Pat-
ents—to wit, for **a new and useful improve-
ment in fire-arms, which he denominates the
Many-Chambered and Non-Recoil Rifle, Pistol,
or Tire-Arm.” And be it further known that
since application-was made by me for Letters
Patent for the above-named improvement, by
means of waich the same general mode of con-
struction—that is to say, the same kind of eyl-
inder to contain the charges and occupying
the same part of the fire-arm as described in
the specification aforesaid and by me placed
on file in the Patent Office for the purpose of
obtaining patentsthereon—isadapted more es-
pecially and directly to muskets, carbines, and
generally to all various kinds of fire-arms used
for military purposes; and I do bereby de-
clare that the following is a full and exact de-

~seription of this further improvement.

I do not think it neecessary hierein to de-
sceribe the combination of chambers in a cyl-
inder, the cateh-hole, and pawl by which this
cylinder is held in a proper position when the
discharge is to take place, or the finger-picce
by which it is disengaged and a new charge
brought opposite to the bore of the barrel, all
these being fully set forth in the instruments
of writing forming the specitication of the
above-named improvement, to which, there-
fore, I refer, as Letters Pafent will in due
course issue for this prior to or simultancously
with that for thie improvement herein speci-
fied, and as these parts are or may be identi-
cal in the improved arms which are the sub-
jeet of that and alss of the present applieation.

The improvement now made consists in the
manner of construeting the upper stock-strap
inorder that it may beinstantaneously opened,
and a cylinder from which all the discharges
have been made may be replaced by one fully
charged. To effect this object,instead of screw-
ing the upper stock-strap te the stock and bar-
rel, as is done in the case of the rifles and pis-
tols before mentioned, the upper stock-strap

is attached to the barrel by a hinge-joint, as
at A, Figure 1, allowing it to be raised for the
removal of one cylinder and the substitution
of another, and when shut down upon the cyl-
inder it is affixed in its place by means of a
thumb-serew, spring-cateh, or turn-buckle, the

“head of which passes through a slot or open-

inginthe back end of thestock-strap, its shank
serewinginto or turninginthestock. A spring-
cateh, as shown at B, I prefer to a turn-buckle,
as admitting of a chhange with greater rapidity.

At the hinged end of the upper stock-strap,
where it is connected with that part of the
under stock-strap, I leave the joint open for
the purpose of allowing a free escape upward
through this open hinge-joint of any portion
of the discharge which may escape on the up-
per side at the juuction of the barrel with the
cylinder, a free escape through this joint tend-
ing to vrevent the fouling of the parts between
the stock-straps. This open joint is s own at
G, Fig. 2.

When an instrument of this kind thus con-
structed is employed for military purposes it
is intended that two, three, or any convenient
number of ready-charged cylinders shall be
carried in a box like a cartouch-box, orin any
other convenient way, by which means twenty,.
thirty, forty, or more rounds may be fired in
rapid succession without the necessity of re-
loading.

What I claim as my invention and improve-
ment is—

1. The affixing of the upper stock-strap by
means of a hinge and thumb-screw, spring-
catch, turn-buckle, or other analogous contriv-
aice to fire-arms, and more especially to those
used in military operations, constructed sub-
stantially in the manner and for the puarpose
herein set forth. '

2. The formation of a space at the fore end
of the upper stock-strap, immediately above
the junction of the barrel with the cylinder,
for the escape of a portion of the fire and smoke
produced by the discharge.
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