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UNITED S_TATES

PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM E. MEGINNIS, OF PHILADELPILA, PENNSYLVANIA.

IMPROVEMENT IN MACHINES FOR MANUFACTURING LONG CORDAGE.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 1,404, dated November 9, 1839.

To all whom it muay concermn: _

Re it known that I, WiLLIAM E. MEGINXNIS,
of the city and county of Philadelphia, and
State of Pennsyivania, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Machinery for
Manufacturing Long Cordage; and I do here-
by declare that the following is a full and ex-
act description thereof, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, making part
of this specification. S

Figure 1 represents a vertical side projee-
tion. Fig. 2 represents the spindle detached
from the machine and the front. or divided
end opened. Fig. 3 is a spindle with one
side of the front end removed and its place
supplicd by the cordage and seeaved by a
clasp. .

The nature of my invention consisis in a
machine for manufacturing cordage by con-
fining the strand or rope firmly in the end
of the horizontal spindle that imparts the
twist, and after twisting the. rope or a com-
~ ponent part thereof the length of the rope-

walk the rope is loosened at the outer end of

the spindle and wound upon a reel placed
upon the spindle, and the operation of twist-
ing repeated. By this arrangement ropes of
great iength, many times the length of the
rope-walk, can be manufactured, and thus
avoid splicing. -
A, Figs.1 and 2, is the spindle. The front
end is divided through the middle a sufiicient
_distance to receive a clasp' B at the inner
side of the stand C and another at the outer
end of the spindle in front of the stand. A
hole E is formed in the center of the divided
end of the spindle, of alargesize,and dies D,
Fig. 2, are inscrted in the two parts to con-
fine the rope firmly, sothat the twist may be
transmitted to that part that is extended in
the rope-walk. Back of the inner clasp B
and at the end of the divided part of the
spindle the hole E passes out of the spindle.
The spindle, back of the-hole E, is square
and receives a reel F on the middle part of
the spindle, as seen at Fig. 1. Back of the
reel and near the outer end of the spindle is
another stand C, that supports that end of
the spindle. S
A coupling-box G connects the spindle at
the back end with a short horizontal shaft H,
placed in the frame T, and is driven by the

wheel K, placed directly abeve the pinion
upon the shaft II. The wheel K is secured
to a horizontal shaft placed in the frame I
and propelled by a crank I at the back end
of the machine, as seen at Fig. 1.

Thke spindle A and shaft II are square
where the coupling G is applied, and is sc-
cured thereto by keys or bolts to keep the
coupling firmly connected. That shoulder
of the shaft II within the frame I may assist
in resisting the heft and tension of the ex-
tended rope in the walk, as at Fig. 1.

When the reel I is to be removed from the
machine, the coupling G is removed from the
spindle A to the shaft II, there being sufti-
cient room for that purpose, and the cap re-
moved from the front stand C when the spin-
dle is liberated, and can be taken from the
machine, and with it the reel F, as seen at
Fig. 1.

The clasps 13 are formed in two parts hav-
ing flanges at the openings at the opposite
sides and secured together with serew bolts
and nuts. The dies D, Fig. 2, are of differ-
ent sizes to fit the different sizes of cordage.

a, Fig. 3, is a spindle with the front end
cut out to receive the cordage upon one side
of the spindle, which is confined to the spin-
dle by the clasp b, which is made cylindrical
the greater part of its length and forms the
bearing for that end of the spi ndle, the pro-
jecting flanges being placed at one end of the
clasp and secured together by serew bolts and

nuts, - The remainder of the spindle is simi-

lar to A, Fig. 1. : :
1 am aware that machines on the same
principle as above described for manufac-

turing long cordage have heen made and pat-’

ented, and I do not therefore claim the prin-
ciple as of my invention; but
What I do claim, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— : :
Making the head of thespindle in two parts
which can be separated for the purpose of
putting in and taking out the. rope, &ec., or
scarped out for the same purpose, as herein
described, and represented in theaccompany-
ing drawings at A, Figs. 1 and 3.
WILLIAM E. MEGINNIS.
Witnesses:
Wu. P. ELLIOT,
EpMD. MAHER,
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