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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM THORN AND JAMES THORN, JR., OF PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY. ’

MACHINE FOR CLEANING RAILROAD-TRACKS.

Specification of Letters Patent No. 1,483, dated January 29, 1840,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, Wirrtram Trory and
James THORN, Jr., of the town of Plainfield,
in the county of Hssex and State of New
Jersey, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in removing obstructions from
the tracks of railroads by means of an ap-
paratus attached to and in front of the loco-
motive-engine and turned by the same,
which is described as follows, reference be-
ing had to the annexed drawings of the
same, making part of this specification.

Figure 1 represents a top view of the ap-
paratus as attached to the front of the loco-
motive. TFig. 2, represents a side view.

Similar letters refer to similar parts in
the figures.

The nature of our improvement consists
in placing a horizontal axle A ¢ in front of
the forward wheel' B of the locomotive ob-
liquely to the track C, its ends turning in
boxes supported by a light frame D at-
tached to the locomotive and adjustable at
pleasure horizontally or vertically by
screws; on which axle is fixed a conical
wheel E whose periphery is brought against
the flange of the front driving wheel of the
locomotive, the friction between the two
surfaces causing the conical wheel to revolve
as the locomotive moves and there being
fixed on the same axle circular scrapers F,

notched, fluted, or plain, and brushes,
whisks, or rubbers, G, for cleaning the track,
these are also caused to revolve obliquely to
the track. In front of and against the other
front wheel of the locomotive on the oppo-
site side is placed a similarly shaped conical
wheel which turns similarly shaped serapers
/, and brushes, ¢, in like manner and for
the same purpose as those just described for
cleaning the other rail of obstacles, (S?)
screw for adjusting the apparatus horizon-
tally (8?) screw for adjusting the appa-
ratus vertically. .

We do not claim to be the inventors of
the revolving brushes for cleaning rail-
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roads, but what we do claim to have in-

vented is—

The before described mode of arranging
the revolving brushes by placing them ob-
Liquely across the track and in combination
therewith the method of communicating the
power to the brushes by means of the flange
on the front driving wheel acting on the
conical wheel placed upon the axle of each
of the revolving brushes all as described.

WM. THORN.
JAMES THORN, Jz.

Witnesses:
Zacuariaxm WELIGTON,
CorneLrus Boice.
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