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PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM ZOLLICKOTFER, OF MIDDLEBURG, MARYLAND.

IMPROVEMENT [N THE PROCESS OF BATING HIDES.

Specification fofming paxt of Letters Patent No. 2,56, dated August 18, 1842.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, WILLIAM ZOLLICKOF-
FER, of Middleburg, in the county of Carroll
and State of Maryland, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in the Composition of
Matter for Bating all Descriptions of Hides
aud Skins; and I do hereby declare that the
following is a full and exact description.

The nature of my invention cousists in ns-
ing, in combination, the muriate of soda, su-
pertartrate of potassa and tartaric acid as a
bate for bating all descriptions of hides and
skins, with which I bate them in a very supe-
rior manuer.

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
scribe the mode of preparing it, the manner
of unsing it, and its operation.

I take two pounds of the muriate of soda,
one pound of supertartrate of potassa, and
balf of a poand of tartaric aeid, all of which
I throw togethér in a suitable vessel, and upon
which I pour five gallons of boiling water to
dissolve them. As'soon as this is effected I
throw the solution, while hot, into a clean vat
containing a sufficient quantity of clean water
to cover five hundred poundsof hides or skins
(equivalenttoapack,dry weight)already haired,
fleshed, and washed in a pool of clean water.
I then agitate the fluid to mix the water and
the dissolved composition thoroughly together.
Into the bate I have thus prepared I throw the
quantity of hides or skins already specified,
and iu the condition just named, to be bated.
Skins smaller than calf-skins I take out of this
bate in balf an hoar and stone and beam
them: Calf-skins I remove in half an hour,

horse-hides in an hour, and ox-hidesin an hour
and a half, and place them upon a heap, and
I then stone them. I then return them to the
bate again, where I let each of them remain
the same length of time, as before mentioned.
Then I work them over the beam. With this
bate hides and skins need not be handled if
they are put in it in a workmaulike manuer.

Before I put the hides and skins into the bark

I wash them off in a pool of clean water.
Then they will be prepared for the action of
the tannin. If hides and skins cannot be con-
veniently worked out of this batein forty-eight
hours, they will not sustain the Jeast injury, as
this process is a preventive to the putrefac-

tivecondition by which hidesand skinsbecome

often entirely destroyed by the bates in com-
mon use. With this bating process hides and

- skins are reduced and softened in a superior

manuer, so as to enable the operator to work
out the hair, dirt, and lime with great ease,
and the grain side, gelatine, and general text-
ure of them not being impaired, the leather
prepared after its operation is equally flexible,
more compact, and ponderous thau that pre-
pared after the bates in common use, which
act upon the principle of putrefaction.

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

The application of the muriate of soda, su-
pertartrate of potassa, and tartaric acid as a
bate for bating all deseriptions of hides and
skins, as herein described.

WM. ZOLLICKOFFER.

Witnesses:

JOHN CLABAUGH,
E. A, CLABAUGH.



