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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE FARQUHAR,
of the borough .of Baston,in the county of
Northampton and Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania, blacksmith, have invented, con.
structed, made, and applied to use a new and
useful improvement in the construction of
scythe- sueeds and banging of scythes for
mowing grass, grain, or other vegetables,
called “ Farquhar’s Improved Seythe-Sneed,”
(not known or used by others before my in-
vention thereof, and not at the time of this
application in public use or on sale with my

consent and allowance as inventor,) specified

in the words following, to wit:

The sneed (in which and in the attaching
of the scythe-blade thereto the advantage of
the improvement principally consists) is con-
structed as follows: The stick numbered A
in the draft, and to which the seythe-blade is
hung, is four feet in length for ordinary-sized
mowers. It is.slightly carved, as exhibited
in the drafts, and about one inch and a half

thick. The seythe (marked F on the draft) is.

hung on the sneed in the usual manner, (with
a grass-look to sustain it passing from the
scythe-blade throngh the sneed in the usual
manuer, and secared on the hind side of the
" sneed with a thumb-burr,) except that the
sneed is tarned farther aronnd backward than
on common sneeds, in order to give a proper
direction to the fixture for the lower or right-
hand nib. At the distance of-fifteen inches
from the lower end or heel of the sueed a
piece of wood some little smaller than the
sneed itself is mortised into it.. This pieceof
wood is represented on the draft by letter B,
aud extends at an angle of about forty-five
degrees from the sneed, of the length of about
tweuty-two inches, and is beld tirm in its place
by another similar piece of wood, (designated
on the draft by letter C,) mortised therein
about fwelve iuches from the angle at the

sneed, and extending to the sneed and mor- |

tised therein also, the sneed A and the two
pieces B and O so mortised therein forming
nearly a right-angled triangle, of which the

the said two pieces B and O constitute the

base and perpendicular and the sneed the hy-
potenuse. The first- described piece B, be-
ing the perpendicular, basitslength extended
about seven inches beyond the base, in order to
fit thereon the lower or right-hand nib. (Des-
ignated # the draft as D.) This lower uib is
mortised into the extended perpendicular B of
the triangle, as before stated, for the right
hand. The upper or left-hand nib, B, is mor-
tised into the sneed itself about two incles
from the upper end, or both ribs may be fast-
ened on the places so designated for them by
nib-rings such as are used on common crooked
sneeds. The perpendicular B of this triangle,
on which the lower nib is fastened, is thrown
back at an angle of about forty-five degrees
from what would be a perpendicular line from
the sneed A where it is mortised into it, when
the upper end of the sneed A is supported at
its proper height, so as to let the scythe F
rest properly on the ground, and thus enable
the mower to stand more erect and balancé
the scythe more easily when using it.

The lines of the triangle may be slightly
curved to relieve the tool from the stiff ap-
pearance which straight lines would give it,
as has been done in the drawing annexed.

The great improvement in this mode of
hanging a scythe, and that which I elaim as

- my invention, and for which I ask and desire

to secure by Letters Patent, is—

The combination of the additional arm B
and brace O with the scythe-sueed A, the
whole beingconstructed andoperatingasabove

- described.

This invention and improvement can also
be used with slight moditications, as exhibited
in the drawing numbered 2, hereto annexed,
with great advantage to eradling-seythes and
cradles for cutting grain, and for which pur-
pose I have also made, constructed, and ap-
plied the said sneed to use.
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