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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE, -

JACOB  STROOP AND JOHN ESTEALE, OF ALLEGHENY. PENNSYLVANIA.

BOX-TRAP FOR CATCHING- ANIMALS,

Specification of Letters Pateﬁt No. 8,326, dated Novemper 6, 1843.

To all whom-it may concern :
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- Be-it known that we, Jacos Stroor and
Jorx Esriire, of the city of Allegheny, in
the county of Allegheny and State of Penn-

-sylvania, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in'Box-Trap Machines for the

Trapping of Animals, called the “ Notator
Trap;” and we do hereby declare, that the
following is a full, clear, and. exact descrip-
tien of the same and of the construction
and operation thereof, reference being had
to the annexed drawing, making a part of
this specification, it which— ‘

Figure 1,1s a perspective view; Fig. 2,isa
longitudinal view with the top open, show-
ing the interior thereof from the top; Fig.
3, 1s also a longitudinal view: sand elevation,
with an open side, showing the interior from
the side; Fig. 4, is a perspective view of the
ratchet - and clock hands, which is placed at

the lower end of the turnstile shaft; I ig. 5,

is'a side or edge view of the treadle.

The form of the box is to be made of
greater length than width, and to have
greater-width than height, though this form
may be varied. as necessity may require in
some instances.: ‘ ‘

A, is an upright shaft (this shaft may be
laid in ‘a horizontal position making  the
other parts of the machine to correspond)
with a pivot in the center of each end, and
resting on the point of the lower pivot, in &
step that is placed on the bottom board;
where it revolves. The upper pivot extends
through the top board, and is kept to place
by the top board, and extends sufficiently
above the board to receive the spool B.

G, C, C,.are a number of bars that is.

placed at equal distances apart around the
shaft in several horizontal lines, and to be
kept in straight lines lengthwise of the
shaft, as may be seen by veference to Figs.
2, and 3, the bars to be all of an equal length,
and to be firmly drove, with one end into the
shaft, so as to project at right angle from
the shaft; at or near the outer end of those
bars there may be a small sharp point on the
front side, and in some cases those points
may be placed nearer to the shaft, and for
some animals it is not necessary that there
be any, (this to be left to the jundgment of
the trapper). This part of the machine is
called the turnstile. " The use and character
of this part of the machine, is, that, when
the animal enters the machine or trap and
springs the treadle, the turnstile then re-

volves and the bars, 0, C, C, press forward
against the animal and cause it to pass into
the cage apartment,

B, is.a spool that is connected to the upper

end of the pivot, in the top end of the shaft,
and there made fast, being on the_top and
outside of the trap, see Fig. 1.

D, is a circular ratchet; set on the bottom

board at the lower end of the turnstile shaft
and there made fast; E, B, are ‘two eclick

hands that is attached to the lewer end. of

the shaft, by a pin that passes through the

eye of the hands and driven into the shaft,

Those hands play. freely on the pins and
idrag over .the ratchet,; and is made some-
what similar to.those of a boat or ship cap-
stan; so as to prevent the animal from fore-
ing the turnstile back.

H, is a set of bars: that is placed firmly

with one end in the back board or post on..
the opposite side of the trap from the en-
trance into the trap at 6, and to be set in g

straight - perpendicular line, and regular
spaces, and so set, that the revolving bars

of the turnstile can pass between them, as
shown in Figs. 2, and 8; the other end of |
the bars projecting toward the shaft leay-

ing: room for the shaft to turn without
touching; this is to form a barrier to pre-

vent the animal from escaping, and placing

it-in front of the avenue, that leads into the
cage. roomy. IR :
I, is a treadle, that is placed in the inte-

rior, and ‘lays flatwise, near the bottom

board, and 1mmediately between the en-
trance, 6, and the feed room; this treadle is
supported near its. center by two pivots, one
at-each edge; resting on blocks or pins with
an eye in to receive the pivots, and made
fast to the. bottom board; the treadlé is to
be kept a- little up from the bottom board
s0- as to-have room to wibrate. “The outep
end is made heaviest, so that the inmer end
will always be up, when there is no pres-

sure upon- it.. At the inner end or point of

this treadle there is a projection that rises
about square up, forming’ a hook, so that
the lower range of bars, of the turnstile, will
come 1ir-contact with' the hook and check
the turnstile, and hold it in check until the
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treadle is again pressed upon so as to sink °

the hook and free the bar, see F ig. 5.
bar; 7;.the hock. ‘

J; is-a. number of bars éxtending” from
the bottom to the top boards, in which they
are made fast, and ranged in a curvature

0, the
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form, forming the front of the feed room;
and so arranged that the turnstile can re-
volve within the curve; 8, is a set of bars
placed in a straight line and fastened in
the top and bottom as the circular ones form-
ing a partition between the cage room and
feed voom; (this partition may be made
close, and form the division between the
feed 1oom, and the avenue to the cage
room).

X, is a close partition, extending from
the bottom to the top boards; I, is the feed
or bait room; (this room is to be In some
cases sufficiently large to admit an animal
in, as a decoyer, and in that case, to be di-
vided into two apartments, the one to con-
tain the decoyer, and the other the feed, the
feed room to adjoin the avenue, both front-
ing toward the turnstile).

1., is a door to put in the decoyer or bait.
This door may be placed in the side or where
most convenient.

M, is a door at the side.of the cage room,
{o take the animal out at.

N, is a gate, that is in the avenue leading
frem the trap to the cage room, and 18
swung on two pivots at the upper end, and
when shut it stands in an incline position,
the lower end resting on the bottom board
and so set that when the animal enters, that
it can raise the gate and pass under it into
the cage room; when the gate will by its
weight fall back and close the avenue. The
gate is made of bars, that the animal may
see through, and to be light enough that
there may be no difficulty to raise it; (in
some cases it is necessary that theve be two
of those gates in this avenue, made, and
swung similar to each other, having but a
small space between them so that they do
not interfere with each otber; this is nec-
essary to overcome the cunning of some ani-
mals).

P, is a partition on the nner side of the
avenue; @, is the cage room; this in some
cases, may be an open yard or pen.

R, i a set of bars that close the end of
the cage; 5, is an apright post on the top
and tail end of the trap, with a mortise in
the upper end, and pin hole crossings
through the mortise; T, is a pulley that is

placed in the mortise in the post, supported
and kept to place by a pin passing through
its center, on which it revolves; U, is a
cord, with one end attached to the spool,
and to the other end, a weight, this cord
passes over the pulley; V, is a weight that
gives action to the turnstile; W, is an up-
right, extending from bottom to top, and
forms one side of the entrance, 6, n this
upright. There is an equal number of bars
with H, and on the same range; those are
short and set, so as to leave sufficient room
for the animal to pass into the trap, bétween
{heir inner ends, and the shaft, the inner
ends of those bars may be drawn to a point.

9, 2, 2, are the outer walls of the trap.

3, is the bottom board.

4 is the top board or covering.

The settings and operation of this ma-
chine is thus: Wrap the cord on the spool
head so as to bring up the weight near the
pulley, and give action to the turnstile in
the proper direction, the animal to allure
and bait is put into the trap or room for that
purpose; the trap is then set and in readi-
ness. The animal enters at the opening, 6,
and when it bears on the inner end of the
treadle and sinks the hiook so as to free the
turnstile, the weight will cause 1t to revolve,
and act against the animal, and press it off
the treadle, to the entrance into the cage
room; the treadle will then rise, and the
next set of bavs in the turnstile will come in
contact with the hook and check, and re-
main in check for the next.

What we claim as our invention and de-
gire to secure by Letters Patent is—

1. The turnstile operated substantially as
herein deseribed, in combination with the
sets of bars H, and also with the sets of
bars W, as described. .

"9, We further claim the turnstile in combi-
nation with the treadle, and also with the
box trap, for the purpose and in the man-
ner described.

~JACOB STROOP.
JOHN ESTEALK.
Witnesses:
- W, Coox,
H. N. Wricpy.
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