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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

RICHARD F. STEVENS, OF SYRACUSE, NEW YORK.

IMPROVEMENT IN DEVICES FOR CLOSING .DOO.RS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, RIcHARD F. STEVENS
of Syracuse, in the county of Onondaga and
State of New York, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Apparatus for Clos-
ing Doors, Gates,and Blinds; andI dohereby
declare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description of the construection and op-
eration of the same, reference being had to
the annexed drawing, making palt of this
specification.

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
scribe its construction and operation.

I construet two plates A and B, of any con-

venient form and dimensions, having several
holes made through them for the passage of
screws, by which they (A and B) are made
fast to the door C and casing D. . From the
center of each plate projects a knob E,having
on one side a shallow socket or depression F.
I then construct a shaft orrod H, of any con-
venient dimensions, and havmo the” ends
rounded or pointed. One plate Al is then fast-
ened by screws to the door, gate, or blind,
having the socket downward. The plate Bis
then fastened to" the casing D, having its
socket upward. When the plates Aand B
are thus fastened, the distance between the
sockets in each must be the same as the
length of the rod H: The rod Histhen placed
between the sockets, having its upper end
in the socket upon the door, gate, or blind
and its lower end in the socket upon the
casing.

The operation of my invention is as follows:
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On account of the oblique or inclined posi-
tion of the rod H the door is raised onits
hinges while being opened by the'rod H ap-

_proaehmcr aline perpendlcularmth thesocket

upon the casing, the weight of the door rest-
ing upon the sockets and rod. - The door,

,wate, or blind is then closed byits own weight .

and therod again becémes inclined, as before.

The force by which the door, g ate, or blind -
is closed may be varied by varying the ob-
11q1uty or inclination of the rod H when the
door is closed.

By placing the socket upon the casm«r ata -
pomt nearer the joint a,.and b of the d001 than
the socket, which is fastened to the door; the "
rod may be made to become perpendicular af -
any point desired in opening the door, and
afterward operate in an opposite direction
and hold the door, gate, or blind open,

The purpose of my invention is thatof rais- -
ing doors, gates, and blinds upon their hinges -
as they areopened and afterward closing them,

-and also that of holding them open, if desired,

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is— ‘

The application of the rod and sockets or
fastenings, as described, to doors, gates, and
blinds in such a manner that when onesocket
is fastened to the doer, gate, or blind and the
other to the casing the rod will stand ob-
liquely across the Jomt aand b, for the pur-
pose and substantially as described. ‘

RICHARD F. STEVENS.

Witnesses

HENRY STEVENS
T. C. EDWARDS




