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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JNO. A. JONES AND ALFRED F. JONES, OF LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY.

BEDSTEAD-FASTENING.

Specification of Letters Patent No. 5,689, dated August 1, 1848.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, Joru~x A. Jongs and
Arrrep F. Jowms, of Lexington, in the
county of Fayette and State of Kentucky,
have invented a new and Improved Manner
of Connecting the Rails and Posts of Bed-
steads to Each Other; and we do hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description thereof, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, making
a part of this specification.

‘We make round perforations in two sides
of each post, and insert therein the rods
K,—passing them transversely through the
center of each perforation. Into each end
of the rails we insert and secure the shank
of a round projecting bolt head,—shown in
the drawings;—the periphery of which fits
into either of the perforations in the posts.
We form a narrow slit entirely across the

~center of the face of each bolt head, and
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continue an opening inward therefrom, in
a winding direction, nearly to the base of
the head. When the bolt heads (projecting
from the extremities of the rails) are in-
serted into the perforations in the posts, the
transverse retaining rods X,—(passing

across the perforations) will enter the open-
ings in the bolt heads, and as the rails are
turned, the winding direction of these open-
ings,—serving as double inclined planes,—
will take hold of the retaining rods. and
draw the ends of the rails firmly against the
sides of the posts.

This operation of the

inclined planes and pin considered as a
mechanical action is not claimed to be new,
but only when applied in this manner, viz:
two inclined planes within a round bolt
head which serves the purpose of a tenon
for support, as well as to effect the tighten-
Ing operation.

We do not claim simply fastening the
posts and rails by the operation of the pins
and the inclined surfaces within the pro-
%ecting bolt heads at the ends of the rails;
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What we do claim as our invention, and
desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

The securing the rails to the posts-of bed-
steads, by means of perforations in the posts
traversed by retaining rods and combined
with the bolt heads,—constructed in the
manner - described,—projecting from the
ends of the rails; that is to say, each bolt
head being divided by a slit for the recep-
tion of a retaining rod,—which slit as it ex-
tends inward, winds or twists, forming dou-
ble inclined planes (one on each side of the
slit) that act upon a retaining rod as the
rails are turned, and draw and secure the
end of each rail, firmly to its post, while the
bolt head serves also in itself the purpose of
a tenon to give strength to the joint.

JOHN A, JONES.
ALFRED F. JONES.
Witnesses:
Ro. CampBELL,
Jxo. R. WiLson.
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