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Speeification forming part of Letters Patent No. 5,739, dated August 20, 1548,

Lo «ll whom it may conceri: :

Be it known that I, WiLLIAM BASBY, of the
ity of Washington and the District of Colum-
-bia, have discovered anew and useful method
" of converting fine or powdered coal-or refuse
coal, eitheranthracite, bituminous, or ehareoal,
into solid lamps or blo¢ks or prisms for the use

of steain-vessels or any other purpose in which -

fuel is required, which method is described as

follows: - ' R
1 take the fine conl and pat it into a strong

mold of the form and size of the intended blocks,

- Jnmps,or prisms to be formed, and of sufficient

~depth to remove the neeessary. quantity of
fiue conl.  To form the required bloek, ninps,
or prisms and subject, the mass to sufficient

# pressure to caage the particies to adhere and

form a rvolid mass, which may be effected by a
piston of a size corresponding to that of.the
mold to be operated upon by any suitable uie-
chanical means, and when the fine coal shall
haye been thas. pressed into a solid body o
wilt be discharged fiom the moid by anuy con-
venientmechaunicalindans, The fine coal, bein,y
thus tormed into solid cubes or other suitable
fovms, will be in a convenient state for pack-
ing, fur transportatios, or for burning.

The utifity and advuntage of the discovery

“avethat by this process anarticle ofsmall value
and almost uscless can be converted into a
valuable article of fuel for steamers, forges,
-culinarysor-other purposes, thus saving what
is now lost. - The. fuel thuy prepared will be
equal to any now in use. Tt will be highly ad-
vantageous for steam-vessels, as when formed
into.hexagonal prisis if can be stowed in a.
smaller spaee than other fuel. Its specific
gravity being greater than that of the natural
coal will also” contribute to this advantage,
Ifor ealinary purposes it will have an advan-
tage over any othér fuel. 118 compactnessren- -
ders it less liable to break or fall to pieces. 1t
is contemplated to.form' the fuel for the:last-
named purpose into oval or egg-shaped lumps,

“thereby leaving no aungles to be worn off by

abrasion. S ;
What I claim as ¥y invention, and desire to
-secure by Letters Putent, is—
- The formation of small particles of any va-
nety of coul info solid lumps by pressure, ina
inauner and for the purposes substantially as -

herein deseribed. O
' WM. ASBY,

Vitnesses: -
H. N. EAspy,
J. W, AgBY.
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