No. 5,854. | PATENTED OCT. 17, 1848,
' J. P. TAYLOR.
FLOATING BATTERY.
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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

JOHN P. TAYLOR OF LITTLE CO\IPTO‘\I RHODE ISLAND.

FLOATING BATTERY.

Specification of Letters Patent No. 5,854, dated October 17, 1848.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joux P. Tayror, of
Little Compton, in the county of Newport
and State of Rhode Tsland, have invented a
new and useful Improvement in the Mode
of Destroying Vessels, called “Taylor’s
Floating Explosive Battery,” which is de-
scribed as follows, reference being had to

" the annexed drawings of the same, making

part of this specification.

Figure 1, is a side elevation of the “float-
ing explosive battery.” Fig. 2, is a top
view of ditto. Fig. 3, is a longitudinal sec-
tion of the same. Fig. 4, is a cross section
of ditto.

Similar letters in the figures refer to cor-
responding parts.

The nature of this invention consists in
constructing a steam vessel with a semi-
elliptical formed casing or covering. made
of sufficient strength and suitable material,
and kept in the proper relative position to
the ship to be destroyed. as to cause the
balls or bombs from the same to strike the
surface of said covering, at an obtuse angle,
and ricochet, without penetrating the same,
and securing to the bow of the vessel thus
covered, and on the same line with its keel

a smaller vessel, having a barbed iron prong
pr()]ectmg from its forward end, and con-
taining a magazine of e‘iploswe powder,
commumcatmg with the larger vessel by a
slow match. so that said smaller vessel can
be forced against the vessel to be destroyed,
and secured to the same by the iron prong,
and after igniting the slow match leadlnff
to the magazine. the larger vessel can be de-
tached and withdrawn from the smaller one.
on the same line as it approached, present-
ing in its approach and withdrawal an ob-
tuse angle to the line of projection of the
balls or bombs from the vessel to be de-
stroyed, causing them to ricochet from its
surface without penetrating the same.—
while the vessel containing the explosive
material is left secured to the enemy’s vessel.
and caused to explode with ‘sufficient vio-
lence to destroy the same.

The hull A, of the steam vessel is made
in the usual form and manner, except that
its upper deck is arranged on the same hori-
zontal line (or a slight distance above) as
the surface of the water, and is provided
with suitable guards on either side from
fore to aft, similar to those of steam-boats
used in river navigation, and with the usual

steam engine, and side wheels B, or sub-
merged propellers, for propelling the same.

The frame work D and casing C, is placed
immediately above the hull, extendlng from
the bow to the stern, and a short distance
below the surface of the water on either
side, and approximates in form to a semi-
ellipsis with one end cut off, being curved
on its sides and top lonoltudlnally in the
form of a segment of a circle, and rounded
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on top from-side to side in the form of a ~

semi-ellipsis. or semi-circle; and consists of
a series of transverse frames E, or bulk-
heads, erected athwartships on the upper
deck at equal distances apart, made semi-
elliptical or semi-circular on their tops and
sides, to correspond with the form of the
cmsmg, to which is secured, by bolts, longi-
tudinal timbers or planks, extending from
one bulkhead to the other, calked and
payed with pitch to prevent leakage, which
timbers or planks are covered with wrought
iron plates, bolted together and to the outer
surface of the planks, so as to form a com-
plete and efficient covering to the hull of the
vessel, impenetrable to balls and other
mlssﬂes when projected at an obtuse angle,
causing them to glance from its surface at
the same angle on which they struck.
Immediately in front of the bomb and ball
proof vessel above described, is secured a
small vessel F of the form replesented in
TFigs. 1 and 2, being formed at its forward
end similar to the bow of a vessel, and curved
on its lower part and bilge to correspond
with the lines of the steam vessel having an
angular recess G, in its after end for the
reception of the ‘bow of the steam vessel,
which is inserted and secured in said recess,
by means of a cable leading from one vessel
to the other, or by any convenient means.
The upper part of the smaller vessel pro-
jecting above the surface of the water, is
curved after the manner represented in 1410'
1, to ricochet the balls from its surface, and
projects above the bow of the steam vessel a
sufficient distance to protect the hands on
board the same, from the balls, when de-
taching the two vessels, or igniting the slow
match. This smaller vessel has a barbed
iron prong H secured to its bow, projecting
in a straight line beyond the same, in such
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a manner as to cause it to enter the side of -

the vessel to be destroyed, and secure the
smaller vessel thereto, when driven violently
in contact with the same by the steam vessel,
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and contains the powder or other explosive
material, which is placed in a magazine I, at
the forward part thereof, so that when said
smaller vessel F, is secured to the enemy’s
ship by the barbed prong H as before stated,
and the explosive material ignited by the
slow match J extending from the magazine
to the bow of the propelling vessel, the pow-
der or other explosive material will explode
with such great violence as to shiver the
smaller vessel to atoms, and in such close
proximity to the enemy’s ship as to likewise
shiver it to atoms.

Instead of using but one slow match to
communicate fire to the magazine, any de-
sired number of matches may be applied, so
that in case of the fire of one going out, the
others may be certain to perform their duty.

When it is desired to destroy an enemy’s
ship, the head of the steam vessel with the
smaller vessel F, containing the explosive ma-
terial secured thereto, is brought to bear on
her most vulnerable part, and is propelled
toward the same, on a straight line, so as to
cause the balls and other projectiles thrown
from the enemy’s ship, during the approach

~of the steam vessel A, and the vessel contain-

ing the explosive material, to strike their
curved surfaces at an obtuse angle, and to
ricochet from their surfaces without pene-
trating the same. After the barbed prong H
is driven into the ship, with sufficient force
to secure the vessel containing the explosive
material firmly to the same, the slow match
extending from the magazine to the bow of
the steam vessel is ignited by those on board
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and the cable or other convenience for se-
curing the two vessels together detached,
and the steam vessel withdrawn sternwise,
on the same straight line as it approached, a
sufficient distance to be out of the reach of

‘the explosion. The fire from the slow match

will in the required period reach the maga-
zine and cause the powder or other explosive
material in the same to explode with great
violence and the vessel containing the ex-
plosive material and the enemy’s ship to be
shivered to atoms. '

I do not claim destroying ships by run-
ning a floating battery, containing a maga-
zine of explosive materials, into her, and
applying a slow match thereto, but,

What I do claim as my invention and de-

sire to secure by Letters Patent is— °
The employment of a pointed floating ex-
plosive battery of the peculiar shape above
described, having an angular recess at the
stern, corresponding with the shape of the
bow of the propeller received therein, and
charged with explosive materials, in combi-
nation with a shot and bomb proof steam
propeller, having a semi-elliptical covering
for glancing the balls of the enemy, to which
it is attached, for driving it into the vessel
to be destroyed, and after igniting the slow
matches, leaving the explosive battery to per-
form its office of destroying whatever object
it is driven into, as above described. '
JOHN P. TAYLOR.
Witnesses:
Epymunp MaHER,
Samr. M. WARNER.
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