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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

HIRAM TODD, OF COLUMBUS, OHIO.

BUCKLE FOR HARNESS.

Specification of Letters Patent No. 6,477, dated May 22, 1849.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, the undersigned,
Hiram Topp, of the city of Columbus, in
the county of Franklin and State of Ohio,
have invented a new and useful Improve-
ment in a Buckle, called the Safety Buckle
for Harness, &c., of which the following is
a full and exact description.

My buckle is composed of three parts as
represented in the accompanying drawing,
by the Figures 3, 4, 5. The whole buckle,
when put together, is represented in the
same drawing by Fig. 2.

The said three parts represented in the
drawing as aforesaid, are described and
designated as follows: First, the frame of
the buckle (Fig. 4,) is like the frame of a
common square three-quarter buckle, excep!
one-third lighter, and the round bar on
which the tongue turns, projects one-half
its size on the under side of the same, as
is represented in said Fig. 4, letter D, This
projection makes that bar twice as thick as
the rest of the buckle frame, and should be
round. Second, the safety plate (Fig. 3,)
is the same width of the buckle frame, and
five-eighths of an inch longer, and nearly
one-sixteenth of an inch thicker. It has a
loop hole (Fig. 3, C,) about three-sixteenths
of an inch from the outer end of the plate—
Said loop hole is of the size of the strap
that I wish to pass through it—as repre-
sented in Fig. 1, of sald drawing. The bar
of the loop hole nearest the buckle should
be rounded on the upper side of the plate,
and the bar at the end of the plate should
be rounded in like manner on the under

side, in order to prevent cutting or chafing |,

the strap passing through it. So much of

the bar at the other end of the plate, as lies
within the clear of the buckle frame, pro-
jects above the face of said plate the thick-
ness of the frame, and is hollowed out on
the end so that the hollowed part forms a
half circle of the size to fit neatly the round
bar of the frame. Third, the tongue (Fig.
5,) is made like a common buckle tongue.
except one-third smaller. It is now pus
together, by placing the round bar of the
buckle frame, within the hollowed bar of
the safety plate, and passing the tongue
around both of said bars, (Fig. 2, B,) which
thus fastens the said plate and buckle frame
together, and completes the safety buckle.
It is then used as is represented in Fig. 1,
in said drawing, letter A, representing the
strap used.

My safety buckle is varied in size to suit
the various places where needed—but al-
ways keeping the same proportions as above
specified. This buckle should be made of
iron or brass. '

What I claim as my invention, and de-
sire to secure by Letters Patent, is— .

The safety plate, buckle frame and tongue
combined together in the manner, and for
the purposes set forth in the accompanying
drawing and specification. :

In testimony whereof I, the said Hiran
Topp, hereunto subscribe my name to this
my application in presence of the witnesses
whose names are hereto subscribed on the
Tth day of May, A. D. 1849.

HIRAM TODD.

Witnesses:
Freprrick Bentz,
Sovomon Buck.
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