2/ 1545

7 Ay

ez,

T 7
[,
[rfsiand

% s554




10

15

20

25

30

35

40

UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

ANDREW FIFHE, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA,

INKSTAND.

Specification of Letters Patent No. 6,664, dated August 21, 1849.

To all whom it may concern: '

Be it known that I, Axprew Fire, of
the city of Philadelphia, in the county of
Philadelphia and State of Pennsylvania,
have invented a new and useful Improve-
ment in Inkstands, called a “ Gold-Pen Pro-
tector,” of which the following is a full and
clear description, reference being had to the
drawings and model accompanying and
forming part of this specification.

A few preliminary remarks are deemed
necessary to explain fully the object and
utility of this invention.

In describing inkstands I shall designate
that part which contains the ink as the res-
ervoir, and the hole, or opening, in the res-
ervoir, into which the pen is passed for a
supply of ink, as the mouth of the reservoir.

Most inkstands are formed of hard ma-
terials, such as glass, porcelain, brass, &c.
Their reservoirs are generally made of
glass. '

Among writers the habit is almost uni-
versal of thrusting the pen, quickly and
carelessly, into the mouth of the reservoir,
for a supply of ink, and at it to throw out
of the pen the superfluous ink it has
taken up. '

In making these thrusts the point of the
pen is often struck against the top of the
inkstand, and oftener against the edge, or
margin, of the reservoir surrounding its
mouth. In this way the greater part of
diamond pointed pens and a large number
of steel and quill pens are destroyed.

The object of the “ gold pen protector ” is
to interpose a soft elastic substance between
the pen and the hard substances composing
the inkstand and its reservoir, in such a way

as to greatly decrease—if not entirely re- |

move—the danger of breaking the point of
the pen in taking a dip of ink.
My invention therefore, consists in form-

ing the top, or surface surrounding and par-
tially covering the mouth of the reservoir
of the inkstand, of gum elastic, or other
similar soft elastic substance, or composi-
tion.

In order to enable others skilled in mak-
ing similar articles to make and use my
“gold pen protector” I will describe my
mode of making and applying it to ink-
stands.

I make an inkstand of any suitable size,
form and material. I then form the top—
or surface surrounding and partly covering
the mouth of the reservoir—of gum elastic,
or other similar soft elastic substance, or
composition, as represented at ¢ in the an-
nexed drawings, of sufficient—say one
eighth of an inch—thickness; taking espe-
cial care to make thé hole in the “protec-
tor” smaller than the mouth of the reservoir,
in order that the upper edge, or margin of
the reservoir may be completely covered by
the “protector.” 1 secure the “ protector”
in its place  with glue, cement, or other ma-
terial, according to the form and material
of the inkstand.

I do not claim as my invention forming
inkstands like the accompanying drawing.

What I claim as my invention and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

Forming the top, or surface surrounding
and partially covering the mouth of the res-
ervoir of the inkstand, of gum elastic, or
other similar soft elastic substance, or com-
position, substantially in the manner and
for the purpose herein described.

In witness whereof I have hereunto sub-
seribed my name, the twenty-seventh day
of March, eighteen hundred and forty-nine.

ANDREW F1FE.

In presence of—

Marraew S. Firs,
James B. RicHARDEL.
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