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IMPROVEMENT IN SLIDES OF SEED-PLANTERS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 7,686, dated October 1, 1850.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, RoBERT I. CoLVIN, of
Lancaster,in thecounty of Lanecasterand State
of Pennsylvania, have invented ceriain Im-
provements in Seed-Planters; and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description of the principle or character
which distibguishes them from all other things
before known, and of the usnal maniner of mak-
ing, modifying, and using the sawme, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, of
which—

Figure 1 is a general view ; Fig. 2, a section
of the hopper aud slides as arranged for drill-
ing, and Fig. 3 the same arranged for plant-
ing.

Ag corn and other seed planters have come
into such general use, it is desirable to have
one which can be easily varied to suit the cir-
cumstauces of the field in which it is employed.
IFor instance, it frequently happens that in a
field which is well adapted to cross-plowing,
and in which it is best to plant the eorn in
hills equidistant in both directions, there are
some parts in which cross-plowing caunot be
performed, and consequently it is best to plang
the corninrowsordrills. Fortheseand other
reasons it is convenient to have a machine
which ean be readily adapted to one mode or
the other, as occasion may require,

The coustruetion is as follows: The Lopper
@ is supported on a snitable frame, b, having
hiandles in the rear, and an adjustable beam,
¢, to which the horseis attached. At the front
end is the roller d, to prevent the tooth ¢, which
immediately follows it, from entering too deep
in the ground. At the after end the large
roller fruns in journals in the frame b, and has
on its axis an eccentrie, g, which works the
rocking levers I by the rod 4, which is adjusta-
ble. The working or upper slide, %, is jointed
to the lever &, and by it is moved to and fro
as the roller frevolves. The under slide, I, is

| stationary, aud has two holes which coincide
with the single hole in the slide & at the ex-
tremities of its motion. At the lower end ot
the bopper «, on its back and forward edges,
are two brushes, which rub on the upper slide
as it moves under them. Theslides, when thus
arranged, drop the seed twice in each revolu-
tion of the roller £ The hole in the slide %,
receiving a certain guantity of seed, passes un-
der the brush (which removes the surplus) and
carries the seed till it comes to one of the holes
intheslidel, through which the seed is dropped,
and the slide, returning, receives another sup-
ply, which it drops in like manner through the
other holein the slide I, thus dropping the seed
in rows at regular intervals,

To adapt the machine to planting seed in
hills at equal distances each way, it is only
necessary to take ont the slides and 1everse
them, placing tbe slide ! uppermost and at-
taching it to the lever h. One of its holes only
then receives the seed and conveys it to the
hole in the slide k, through which it drops,
planting the corn at twice the former distance,
or once during each revolution of the roller f.
The ground is opened by the tooth e, and after
the seed is dropped in the furrow the earth is
closed over it by the two mold-boards m, fixed
to the frame on each side.

Having thus fully described my improved
seed-planter, what I claim as new therein, and
which I desire to secure by Letters Patent,
18—

Thecombination of the reversing-slides  and
[ with each other and the hopper, by which the
machine can be readily adapted to different
varieties of planting, in the manner and for
the purposes set forth.

ROBT. 1. COLVIN,

Witnesses :
‘W, FRICK,
SAML, H. WALKER.

<



