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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

A.C.CRONDAL, OFF NEW YORK, N. Y.

IMPROVEMENT IN CORK HATS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 44 ,"4 §, dated November 8, 1861.

To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, A. C. CrRONDAL, of the
city, county, and State of New York, have in-
vented a new and Improved Cork Hat; and I
do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exect description thereof, which will
cnable othersskilled in the art to make and use
the same, reference being haul to the accom-
panyingdrawings, forming part of this speecifi-
cation, in which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a cork hat con-
structed according to my invention. Tig. 2
is a perspective view of a modifiecation of the
same. Fig. 3 is a tranverse vertical section of
one of its sides on a larger scale than the pre-
vious figures.

Similar letters of reference indicate like
parts.

This invention consists of a cork hat made
of two layers of cork, which are prepared with
oil and packed or otherwise attached to anin-
tervening piece of canvas, muslin, or other
textile fabric in such a manner that a hat is
produced which is durable, elastic, and imper-
vious to water and to the rays of the sun.

By preparing the cork with oil all the hard-
ness is removed from the same, and it is ren-
dered soft, clastie, and impervious to water.

The cork is first cut up in slices of the requi-
site thickness by means of suitable machinery,
and it is then prepared with oil. In order to

effect this purpose, I mix animal oil with
spirits of turpentine or other volatile hydro-
warbon liquid, and, after the cork has been in-

troduced in this mixture, I apply pressure,
either by mechanical or by hydrostatic means,
until the cork is thoroughly penetrated with
the oil. It is then removed and left to dry,
when it is ready for use. By this preparation
all hardness is removed from the eork, and it
is rendered soft and elastic. The slices « of
cork thus prepared 1 attach by suitable
cement to an intervening piece, b, of muslin,
canvas, on textile fabric, and thereby a ma-
terial is obtained which ean be worked into a
hat of any desirable form or shape. .

A hat produced according to this invention
is impervious to water and to the sun’s rays ;
it is light and agreeable to wear, and, if de-
sired, it can be covered with any desirable
textile or other material.

It is obvious that the animal oil in this
preparation does not evaporate.

I would remark that I use the same prep-
aration for cork mattresses which was securcd
to me Ly Letters Patent dated the 22d Sep-
tember, 1863.

I do not claim, broadly, the use of cork inthe
manufacture of hats; but

I claim as new and desire to seenre by Let-
ters Patent—

A cork hat made of prepared cork, as herein
shown and described.

A, COURLANDER CRONDAT.

Witnesses:

JAMES P. HALL,
W, I, MONAMARA.




