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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

SAMUEL M. RICHARDSON

, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

IMPROVEMENT IN LATCHES.

‘Specification forming part of Leiters Patent No.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SAMURL M. RICHARD-
SON, of the eity and State of New York, have
inveanted, made, and applied to use a celtam
new and ubeful Implovement in Locks; and I
do hereby declars the following fo be a full,
clear, and exact deseription of the said inven-

_tion, reference being had to the annexed
&mwmg‘s, making part of this~ spuﬂﬁcatlon,
whersin—

Figure 1 is an elevation of my Tock with the
movable section of the cap-plate removed.
¥Fig,Z'is satd cap-plate detached, and Fig. 3
is a section of the lock at and chrough the
lateh.

Similar marks of reference denote the same
paris.

The nature of my said invention conausts in
a movable section made in the lock-plate, in
combination with a reversible latch, whereby
the parts of the, lock itself are not dlsturbed
by the removal of the lock-plate, as has here- i
tofore been usual, for reversing the lateh in !
adapting the lock. 'to a right or left hand door. |

Latehes have heretofore been made with &
‘deviee for allowing the said lateh fo be placed |
with the beveled end in either direction, in |
order that the latch might be adapted toa

_right or left hand door, but in those cases .
where the lock-plate itself has to ‘be taken off
the partsof thelock become displaced, and can-
not easily be put in position by others than a
locksmith. My improvement obviates this |
difficulty and enables a carpenter or other
person ﬁttmg the lock to adapt it to the di- | i
rection in which the door spens. |
. In the drawings, ¢ is the box of the lock; b, |
the cap -plate; ¢, the hab for the spindle that

44,976, dated November 8, 1864,

passes to the handles e is the lever, and f
the spring of the latch, all-of which may be of
any usual character. g is the reversible lateh,
formed with an eye at the inner end settmg

“over a pin, 4, upon the lateh-slide A, that is

acted upon by the lever e and cams on the hub,
or in any other usual manner, as seen by dot.
ted lines. The end of the latch slide . is sus-
tained between lugs or supports 1 1,50 that it
and the lateh can slide freely, but be kept in
place. The L CaD- -plate. b, over the lateb, is
formed with*an opening, as seen at 2 2, Elg 1,
s0 that the latch g van be lifted off the pin i
and placed again in position with the bevel or
ineline of the end in either direction to adapt
this mortise-lock to a right or left hand door,
and a plate, I, (see Fig. 2,) adapted to the open-
ing 2, is t].ll.,‘ﬂ o be pat in place and secured
by ‘bh«-‘ screw 3, the lugs 1 1 keeping this mov-

] able section of the cap-plate at the proper po-

‘gition. It will be seen that this movable sec-
tion is easily reinoved for reversing the lateh,
and that the rest of the parts of the loclk are. .
undisturbed and remain properly in place.
What I claim, and desirve to sceure by Let-
ters Patent, is—
Oonstructing the ordinary lock-plate with
an opening receiving the movable section I, in
! combination with the reversible latch, con .
structed substantially as specified, whereby
access i3 allowed to the lateh w 1thout nneov-

i ering the other parts of the lock, as set forth.

In witness whereof I have hereunto sef niy
.signu.ture this 28th day of May, 1864.
‘ ‘ 5. M, RICHARDSOX,
Witnesses:
"LEMUEL W, SERRELL,
THos, GEO. HAROLD.




