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To all whom it may concern : )

Be it known that I, CHARLES W. HARRIS,
of the ciy of Pittsburg, in the county of Al-
legheny and State of Pennsylvania, have in-
vented a new and useful Device for Cancel-
ing Postage and Revenue Stamps; and T do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description thereof, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 represents a postage-stamp before
it is canceled. Tig. 2 is a postage-stamp af-
ter cancellation.

My invention is designed to furnish a rapid
and efficient mode of canceling or destroying
50 as to preventasecond use of postage-stamps
or internal revenue-stamps, without injury to
the letter, envelope, or instrument to which
the stamp has been affixed, and yet in such
way as to effectually prevent the stamp from
ever being again used. Destruction of such
stamps by ink, whether printing or writing
ink, seems to be but partial, and frequently
the ink-stains are removed by chemieal pro-
cess and the stamps used over again; but de-
struetion by tearing the stamp isnot liable to
these objections.

In order to tear the stamp in two after it
has been used or affixed to the letter or in-
strument of writing, I place under it a piece
of fine tape or thread, ¢, Fig. 1, one end of
which projects beyond the edge of the stamp
b. This string may be of any suitable mate-
rial, and had better be thin and broader than
its thickness, so that it may lie flat upon the

under side ofthe stamp, and when pulled may
tear out a pieceof the stamp. Thisstring (or
strings, for more than one may be used) is
placed upon the under side of the stamp and
secured thereto by the gum or mucilage usu-
ally employed in making stamps, or is other-
wise so attached to the stamp as to tear it in
two when the end of the string is pulled.
These strings may be attached to the stamps
during the process of manufacture by ma-
chinery.

If preferred, the string may be attached to
the envelope, letter, or instrument of writing,
and the stamp pasted over it; but I prefer
making the string a part of the stamp.

‘What Iclaim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. The mode of canceling Government
stamps, whether postage or revenue stamps,
by tearing them by means of a string inter-
posed between the stamp and the letter or in-
strument of’ writing to which it is attached,
substantially as described.

2. Constructing Government stamps with a
string or strings attached thereto,for the pur-
pose of cancellation, in the manner described.

In testimony whereof the said CHARLES 'W.
HARRIS has hereunto seb his hand in presence
of us. ‘

CHAS. W. HARRIS.

Witnesses:
A. 8. NICHOLSON,
W. BAKEWELL.




