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UNITED STATES

PATENT GFFICE.

WM. BALL, OF PERU, MASSACHUSETTS.

IMPROVED POTATO-MASHER.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 45,382, dated December 13, 1864.

To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, WiLLiAM BALL, of Pe-
ru, in the county of Berkshire, in the State of
Massachusetts, have invented a new and Im-
proved Vegetable- Masher; and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description of the same, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, making a
part of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of everything
except the mash-tub and a portion of the ring-
Fig. 2 is a front elevation of
the machine with the follower in its highest
position and moved to one side away from
over the mash-tub. Fig. 3 is a cap which
holds the pinion and follower-rack in place.
Fig. 4 is a top view of the supporting-ring
and the perforated plate in position thereon.
Fig. 5 is a top view of the perforated plate.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

My invention consists in the manner of sup-
porting the follower and its actuating mech-
anism, so that all can be turned to one side
and away from over the mash-tub, to facili-
tate the introduction and removal of the veg-
etables to and from the same; also, in the man-
ner of securing the mash-tub in position on its
supporting-ring. -

To enable others skilled in the art to which
my invention appertains to make and use the
same, I will proceed to describe it.

@ is a metal standard, provided at its lower
end with a clamp-serew, ¢, by means of which
the machine is secured to the edge of a table
or other like place. & isanother metal stand-
ard, terminating at its upper end in a hori-
zontal arm, m, for supporting the follower
and the pinion for operating the same, and
swiveled at its lower end in the arm of the
supporting-ring f, so that it can be turned to
one side or away from oyer the mash-tub, to
facilitate the operation of filling and empty-
ing the same.

The follower is a metal disk-plate attached

to the lower extremity of a bar, d, which is
T-shaped in its cross-section, and provided on
one side with cog-teeth, forming a rack, into
which the pinion j gears, and serves, when ro-
tated in one or the other direction by means
of a winch on one end of its axle, to work the
follower up or down. :

The mash-tub, into which the vegetables
are placed to be mashed, is made in two parts—
namely, a hollow cylinder, e, and perforated
metal plate g, which latter is made slightly
dishing. The eylinder is provided atitslower
end, at two diametrically - opposite points,
with lugs ¢, which, in conjunction with slots
n, cuf in the supporting-ring f, form a fasten-
ing for the tub, and at the same time admit
of its ready removal when it is to be emptied.
The perforated metal plate g, which forms the
bottom of the tub, is confined in position on
the supporting-ring f by means of the cylin-
der resting at its lower edge on the outer edge
of the plate.

By baving the cylinder and bottom of the
tub in separate parts, greater facility is af-
forded for cleansing them.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. The standard b, terminating at its upper
end in a horizontal arm, m, for supporting the
follower by means of its rack and pinicn, and
swiveled at its lower end in the ring-supporter
Jy 80 as to be capable of being turned hori-
zontally to one side, in eombination with the
said ring-supporter f and standard ¢, as here-
in deseribed. ’

2. The cylinder or shell ¢, provided at its
lower edge with lugs ¢, in combination with
the slots » and supporting-ring f, in the man-
ner and for the purpose specified.

‘WM. BALL.
‘Witnesses:

A. L. CLARK,
D. H. CLARK.




