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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

THEODORE D. DAY, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

IMPROVEMENT IN HOOP-SKIRTS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 453,392, dated December 13, 1864.

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, THEODORE D. DAY, of
the city and State of New York, have in-
vented, made, and applied to use a certain
new and useful Improvement in Ladies’ Skel-
eton Skirts; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact deserip-
tion of the said invention, reference being had
to the annexed drawings, making part of this
specification,  wherein—

Figure 1 is a section of a skirt in the form
that it will assume when the person is seated,
and Fig. 2 is a view of the mode of uniting

_ the hoops at the front part of the skirt.
Skirts have heretofore been made with the
hoops separated at the sides and united by
joiuts, so that the skirt would fall in the front
portion when the person was seated.. The
hoops have also been divided at the back of
the skirt with a similar object in view, as
shown in my patent of September 20, 1864.
The nature of my present invention consists
in joints formed in the hoops in the front part,

s0 that the skirt will fold inward at this point -

between the legs as the person wearing such
skirts sits down, and will occupy little or no
more room than the clothing would without
said skirt, because the hoops curve around and
fold together inward in a heart-shape, (,) the
joints of the hoops passing between the legs
as the hoops themselves bend around and con-
form closely to the person in a sitting postuse.

drawing away from each other.

When the person rises, the hoops resume their
natural circular shape.

In the drawings, ¢ @ are the lLoops, of any
desired character or number, united to each
other by tapes or other connections ¢ ¢, pass.
ing from one to the other and to the waist-
band d. Allof the hoops, or any desired nun-
Ler of them, below the bustle-hoops are to be
united to each other at the front by a suitable
joint, so that they may be folded at this point.

In Fig. 2 I have shown such joints as formed
by eyelets L 1, introduced in a tape, b, and re-
ceiving the hook ended -or tongued clasps 2,
that secure the ends of the hoops to the tape,
and, passing through the said eyelets 1, pre-
vents the ends of the hoops from separating or
This con-
struction formms a strong joint, at the same
time one that will freely allow the hoops to
fold in the manner and for the purpose before
set forth.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— '

Forming joints in the front portion of skel-
eton skirts in the manner specified in order
that the skirt may be folded or compressed
when the person is seated, as set forth.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
signatare this 9th day of November, 1864.

Witnesses: THEO. D. DAY.

THOos. GRO. HAROLD,
CHAs. H. SMITH.




