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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN W. SHARRET, OF PORTSMOUTH, VIRGINIA.

IMPROVED DEVICE FOR WORKING JIB-SAILS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 45,645, dated December 27, 1864,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoaN W. SHARRET, of
of Portsmouth, Norfolk county, and State of
Virginia, have invented certain new and use-
Improvements in Sail-Vessels; and I do here-
by declare that the following is a full, clear,
and exact description thereof, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, making a
part of this“specification, in which—

Figure 1is a vertical longitudinal section
of a portion of a sail-vessel, showing the man-
ner of attaching the jib-sheet to the traveler
and mast. Fig. 2 is a vertical transverse sec-
tion, showing the catches applied to the bar

on which the traveler works. TFig. 3 isan end’

view showing the tripping-lever applied to
one end of the traveler-bar for lifting the
catch and releasing the traveler. Fig. 41is a
perspective view of a sloop having my inven-
tion applied to it.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

The object of this invention is to so ar-
range the jib-sheet that the jib can be hauled
in at anytime, when it is necessary to tack or
change the course of the vessel, without dan-
ger to life or limDb or liability to miss stays.

Another object of my invention is to provide
for retaining the traveler-ring at either end
of its bar-—whenthe vessel is working to wind-
ward-—until it is desired to go about, when
said ‘traveler can be released by the man at
the heln or by a person stationed forward, as
will be hereinafter described.

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and usemy invention, I will describeits con-
struction and operation.

In the accompanying drawings, A repre-
sents a horizontal bar extending across the
vessel in front of the mast B. This bar re-
ceives upon it a ring, ¢, which is connected,
by means of a pulley and the jib-sheet b, to
the lowermost corner of the jib. The ring or
traveler ¢ is thus allowed to play back and
forth on the bar A and accommodate itself to
the movements of the jib in swinging from
one side to the other of the vessel. Hitherto
it has been the practice to attachthe jib-sheet
to the side or gunwale of the vessel, and when
it is necessary to tack or change the course

of the vessel the jib must be hauled in by
means of the jib-sheet and held until the
vessel is ready for stays. In some instances
it is-very dangerous to manage the jib, par-
ticularly when the traveler-ring is rapidly
thrown from one side to the other of the ves-
sel and the latter is Iying with its gunwale sub-
merged in the water. To obviate these ob-
jections and to facilitate the management of
the jib when the vessel is sailing to wind-
ward, I carry the jib-sheet b from the block
e aloft, and pass it through a block, f, which
is attached to the mast B; thence it is car-
ried down and attached to a-cleat, g, which
is located in a convenient position on the
mast. By this arrangement the jib-sheet is
always in a position where it can be conven-
iently. used for hauling in the jib and con-
fining it to the traveler-bar until the course
of the vessel is changed. Near the extreme
ends of the bar A,and underneath of the
same, I apply latches A I, which are pivoted
in recesses cut in said bar in such manner
that when the outer ends of these latches
are raised to their fullest extent they will
allow the traveler ¢ to play back and forth
the full length of the bar without meeting
with any obstruction; but when these catches
h I are allowed to drop down and rest upon
the horizontal arms of rectangular levers n
n the traveler will be caught and held in the
catches, as indicated in red in Fig. 2. The
levers » n are pivoted within boxes D D,
and otherwise so arranged that by drawing
on the ropes S S the catches will be thrown
up and the traveler ¢ released. The ropes
S Sare carried aft along the sides of the gun-
wale, and arranged in a position convenient to
the man stationed at the helm, who is thus
enabled to release the traveler a at the proper
time. By this arrangement the jib will be
always confined by either one or the other
catch b, except when the traveler is allowed
to eross the deck in bringing the vessel round
to the wind.

It will be seen from the above description
that my invention can be applied to a vessel
at a very small cost and without materially
altering the traveler-bar or the rigging of the
Jib.
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Having thus described my invention, what | devices, applied at or near the ends of the
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let- | traveler-bar A, substantially in the manner
ters Patent, is— and for the purposes described.

1. The application of the jib-sheet to the
mast B, substantially in the manner and for ’ ‘Witnesses :
the purposes desecribed. Jos. KLEPPER, i

2. The use of catches % A, or equivalent ‘W, T. WARRINGTON.

JOHN W. SHARRET.




