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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

EDWIN F. SHOENBERGER, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA,

IMPROVEMENT IN CAR-SEATS OF RAILWAY-CARS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 45,%59, dated January 3, 1865.

o To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, EDWIN F. SHOENBER-
GER, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, have in-
vented an Improvement in the Seats of Rail-
way-Cars; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, and to the letters of
reference marked thereon.

My invention eonsists of a longitudinal bar
with teeth in combination with a cog-wheel so
connected to the back of each seat of a row
in a railway ear-that one back cannot be
turned without turning the whole, thereby
vreventing passengers from adjusting the
backs to suit their own convenience, regard-
less of the inconvenience of others, and at the
same time affording to the conductor or other
officer in charge the means for at once turn-
ing the whole of the backs simultaneously,

In order to enable others to make my in-

vention, I will now proceed to describe the.

manner of constructing the same.

On reference to the accompanying drawings
which form apartof thisspecification, Figure 1
is a side view of partof a railway-car, a portion
of the body being removed toillustrate my in-
vention; Fig. 2, a transverse section of Fig. 1
on the line 1 2, and Tig. 3 a plan view.

Similar letters refer to similar parts through-
out the several views.

A represents part of one side, and B a por-
tion of the bottom, of a railway.car in which
are arranged the usual double row of seats.
Iach seat consists of the padded board D se-
cured at one end to the side A of the car-body
and supported at the other end by the verti-
cal frame I3, which extends above the padded
board D, as seen in Fig 2.

Near the inner end of each seat is secured
a vertical board, I, there being a space be-
tween the same and the side A of the car.

Each seat is provided with the usual back,
(3,anarm, H, being secured to each end of each
back and oneof the armshaving a pin, b, turn-
ing in the frame E, and the other arm having
a pin, e, whichturns in the board I and also in
a plate, K, attached to the side A of the car-
body. .

To the pin e of each seat is secured a small

| cog-wheel, £, having teethadapted to those on

a bar, L, which extends to nearly the entire
length of the car-body and which rests on
sinall rollers %, the journals of which turn in
the boards E of the seats and in the plates K,

To one side of the car-body, and near one
end of the same, is secured a bracket, M, in
which turns a spindle, m, having a pinion, =,
gearing into a rack formed on the upper edge
of the bar L near the end of the same, the
said bar resting on a roller, ¢, the journal, of
which turn in the bracket M. The spindle m
is provided with asuitable wheel or handle, P,
ou turning which the bar L must be moved
horizontally, aud must simultaneously move
the backs of the whole of the seats of the row
either to the right or left, aceording to the di-
rection in which the said spindle m may be
turned. '

It is well known that passengers frequently
monopolize more seats in a railway-car thau
they are entitled to, regardless ot the incon-
venience to others, two passengers frequently
taking possession of two seats, which are in-
tended to accominodate four,and so adjusting
the backs that they (the passengers) can sit
face to face and occupying one seat and rest-
ing their feet on the other.

By the use of my improvement no passen-
ger can adjust one seat to suit his own con-
venience without moving the whole, and the
movement of the whole of the seats may be
placed under the control of the conductor by
supplying him with a key fora lock, by means
of which the wheel P or bar I, may be readily
secured. -

I claim as my invention and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent—

The bar Land its teeth, in combination with
the eog-wheels f, so connected to the backs of
the whole row of seats that one back cannot
be moved without disturbing the whole, as
set forth, for the purpose specified. '

In testimony whereof 1 have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

EDWIN F. SHOENBERGER.

Witnesses:

CHARLES E. FOSTER,
JouN WHITE,




