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" UNITED STATES

PaTeENT OFFICE.

LOUIS ORAMER, OF BROUKLYN, NEW YORK.

SPINNING-TOP.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 45,8 § 6, dated January 10, 1865.

To all whom it may concerwn:

Be it known that I, Louls CRAMER, of
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State
of New York, have invented a new and Im-
proved Spinning-Top ; and I do hiereby declare
that the following is a fuall, clear, and exact
description thereof, which will enable those

- skilled in the art to make and use the same,

reference being had to theaccompanying draw-
ings, forming part of this specification, in
which—

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of
this invention. TIig. 2 is a vertical central
section of the same.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

This invention relates to an improvementin
that class of spinning-tops in which a spring
is employed for the purpose of imparting to
the top the desired whirling motion. The
spring isinclosed in a barrel, which is fitted
looselyto a central arbor, one end of said
spring being connected to the barrel and the
other to the arbor, and the arbor is hollow at
its lower end to fit over the shank of the spin-
ning-top. A pin projecting from this shank
catches in a noteh in the arbor, and a series of
ratchet-teeth at the lower end of the barrel
also catch over said pinin such a manner that
when the hollow arboris put nver the shank
of thetop, and the spring is wound up by turn-
ing the bariel with one hand while the other
liolds the top, the barrel and the top are firmly
locked together as long as the pin projecting
from the shank of the top catchesin the notch
of the hollow arbor and also in one of the
ratchet-teeth,and the spring is prevented from
unwinding until by depressing the arbor the
pin disengages from the ratchet-tooth and a
powerful whirling motion is imparted to the
top.

A represents a spinning-top, made of tinned
sheet-iron or any other suitable material, in the
usual form, and with a hole, @, in its side to pro-
duce a humming sound during the motion of
sald top.

In order to impart a whirling motion to the
top it is provided with a shank, ¢/, projecting
from its upper end, as clearly shown in Fig. 1
of the drawings. This shank fits into a hollow
arbor, b,which passesthrough thel arrel ¢, that
incloses the coiled springd. The arbor is re-
tained in the barrel by the spring, the inner end
of which is seecured to said arbor, while its
outer end is fastened to the barrel, as clearly
shown in Fig. 2. The lower end of the barrel
is provided with anotch, e, to catch over a pin,
J, projecting from the shank of the-top, and the
barrel ¢ is provided with a series of ratchet-
teeth, ¢, which also catch over the pin f when
the sprir g is wound up.

In order to wind up the spring the shank of
the top is inserted into the hollow barrel so
that the pin f catches in the notch e, and by
holding the top in one hand aund turning the
barrel with the other the spring is wound up.
Four or five turns given to the barrel are suffi-
cient to impart to the spring the desired ten-
sion. In winding the barrelthe inclined backs
of the ratchet-teeth slide over the pin, and the
vertical sides of said teeth, striking against
the pin, prevent the spring from unwinding
spontaneously until by pressing on the upper
end of the arbor b the pin f is forced clear of
the ratchet-teeth, and the spring, being free to
unwind, imparts a powerful whirling motion to
the top.

I do not claim, broadly, as my invention the
use of a whirling-jack for spinning-tops, such
having been used before; but—

Iclaim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent—

A notceh, ¢, in the hollow arbor b, in combina-
tion with the ratchet-teeth ¢, on the barrel ¢,
which incloses the spring d, and with the pin
/5 projecting from the shank of the top, con-
structed and operating substantially as and
for the purpose set forth.

LOUIS CRAMER.

‘Witnesses:

‘W. HAUFT,
James I', BUCKLEY.




