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-Specification :form{pg_ part of Letters Pat'exﬂ No.-;_{_.’i,!)()l,. dated Janunary 10, 1865,

To all whom it may concerns - S
Be it known that I, HIRAM BERDAN, of the:
| city, county, and State of New’ York, have |
invented-a new and useful Improvement: in
Bayonet Attachments of Fire-Arms; and Ido
- hereby declare that the following " is a-full,’
clear, and exact deseription thereof, which"
will enable those ‘skilled in_the art to make
and use the same, reference being had to the
~accompanying drawings, forming part of this
specification,. in which— A
.. Figure 1 is a side elevation of a breech-
. loading musket, showing my improved ar--
-rangement of the |bayonet. Fig, 2 is*an en-
Jarged side elevation’of the nuzzle.of 4 gun:
- with my impiovement, atlached and the bay: |
‘onet fastened in pagition; Fig. 3, asimilar ele-
vation showing fthe bayonet in it unfastened -
position réady for removal. e
Similar letters of reference indieate corre--
-spondingparts. .. e RN
‘This improvement is intended, p1
for use in connection with breech-loading fire-
‘arms,-in-which the ram-rod is not generally
. Tequiréd, except for cleaning the gun. .o
- The object of the improvement is to cover
‘or protect the “projection of the clasp-ring,
-by which the bayonet is-locked. upon the gun;
~ also to produce a better and more uniform ap--
- Pearance in the finish of the gun; also to'ag-
Kist the better balancing 6f the. gun:in firing:
~or inbayonet exercise, - SR
- .'The muzzle of the gun-barrel A, the bay:
“onet B,-the fastening-ring 'C, the bayonet-
-stop-D.on:the “barrel;; and the fastening-slot
B in -the ~bayonet-handle -are. all-eonstrueted
+An. $he ‘ustal manner well . known ‘to gun-
smiths, and require rio further ‘description, * .
.~Zhe ‘bayotet; is ‘also. applied . to, - fagténed
Apon, and remoyed from the gun in the usual
B A S T LRI R .
" The only material differende betweer a gun-
providéd with -y improvement: and the or-
,dinary gun is in_the position which {thi¢ bay-
-onet occupies when it is fixed orfastened upon
the gun. . In my improvement it will be ob-
‘served thai the blade. of thé bayonet stands
-on the same plare as the ramrod T of the gun

‘prineipally, -

:the shank - of i

“lar projection from the-

- direetly over.and: in line with - the ramrod so -

.|-from the gun, *

| aiid the "shank.a,'of ‘the bayonet-biade is in

.close juxtaposition to the .top of the ramrod.
By the commeon arrangement of the bayonet.
ts blade stands upon one side
thdt the shank forms an angu- .
side- of the gun, and °
which nof only gives

‘of the gun, so

forms-an ugly shoulder,.
4 bad appearance to the finigh of the gun, but
.is also the cause of serious’ difficultiesin the
use of the:arm; “For example; in battle the
said heel a forms a-shoulder or ledge against
‘which-the sword or bayonet of an adversary
ch, and so bring the force of the blow
upon.the ‘holder of the gun; bub Jin 'my im-
‘Provement the position of the bayonet-blade

may.cat

“covers:or-protects -the heel ¢ that such blows".
a8. T have described will glance off harmless -
ection C" of the fastening-ring C is
also liable, ‘by. contact. with tree- branches,
‘brush, and other objects; to. catch upon such -
‘objects and become turned or unlocked, there-.:
by loosening the bayonet ‘and .causing it to be
logt . " ma T T -
~In marine efigagements, when soldiers drill
or fight wigh their guns across the rail of the
vessel, or in fence fighting, the bayonets as:
‘ecommonly arranged . are apt o become de-
-tached from the gun‘andlost overboard in eon-.
sequence of the catching and unlocking of the
ring C, as before described; but in the use of
‘my  improvement nothing of this’ kind- ean.
take-place, owing to -the covering -or-protec--
;tion given'to the projection C"and the bay--
onet-shank « by means of the arrangement. of
yonet to stand in line with

" The proj

-the blade of the be
theramrod, as'showi, = S e
M3 improvementalso permits the finerlock-
ing together of the guny when stacked, as the"
Space between the shank of the bayonet and
the top of the ramrod is closed by the latter.
leaving an eye ot open place between the end
of the ramrod and the bgrrel,.into which the
.points of the ‘bayonets may- enter, and thus
form a firm stack, . 7o
"My improvement
tion with, neaily al

‘may be applied in connec- .
Lkinds’ of ‘bayonet-fasten- -
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" ings, although I prefer tiol use the improve- bination. with the ramrod, substantially as

ment in connection with the ordinary. method |-.and for the purpose herein shown and de-

of fastening. L e T iimeribed.

I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters | HIRAM BERDAN.
Patent— : T » : Wiftnesses: o

The placing of the bayonet-blade and shank: ‘Wu. TREURN,
upon the under side -of the barrel, in -com- 1 M. M. LIVINGSTON.




