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UNITED STATES

FaTENT OFFICE.

DEWEY PHILLIPS, OF SHAFTSBURY, VERMONT.

IMPROVEMENT IN LATHS: FOR BUILDINGS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 45,936, dated Janunary 17, 1865.

To all whom it may concerre:

Be it known that I, DEwEY PHILLIPS, of
Shaftsbury, in the county of Bennington and
State of Vermont, have invented, made, and
applied fo use a certam new and useful Im-
provement in Laths for Buildings; and Ido
hereby declare the following tobe a full, clear,
and exact description of the same, reference
being had to the annexed drawings, making
part of this specification, wherein—

Figure 1is a vertical section of several of
said laths asin use, and Iig. 2 is a perspect-
ive view of oue ofsaid laths.

Similar marks of reference denote the same
parts.

Laths have heretofore been made with di-
agonal lips and with beveled edges, and flar-
ing or dovetailed openings have been left be-
tween said laths in order that the plaster
might be confined to the laths by entering
such openings. In many instances the laths
are independent of each other; hence if a nail
is driven into one lath the bonding mortar
between that lath and those contiguous will
almost always be broken off. Besides this,
the studs receiving the laths have to be much
closer together than for boarded partitions.

The natare of my said invention consists in
a tongued and grooved lath with undercuat
grooves or channels in its surface. By the
use of such laths they aid each other in resist-
ing any disturbing force, a much stronger
W’lll is produced, and agreatsaving is eﬁected
in the amount of mor t'u“ rmuued With

brick walls this style of lathing makes the
plastering much drier, and undel all ecircum-
stances the non-conducting character of the
wood makes the plastering war mer in Wmter
and cooler in summer.

In the drawings, ¢ « 1ep1esent a series of
laths formed of w ood with a tonoue, 1, and

groove, 2, which set together, as represented
in TFig. 1, and form a complete partition.

3 3 are grooves undercut toward the middle
of each lath so that the said grooves stand
diagonally a.way from eacli other, as seen in
Fig. 1.

It will be understood that the mortar pass-
ing into and filling these grooves 3 3 forms
the bond that holds the mortar to the laths,
and the said mortar cannot be separated from
the laths without breaking off the mortar fill-
ing these grooves. The laths may be damp-
ened before they are laid up, so as to prevent
injury by their ‘swelling when the mortar is
applied to them; and in case the laths shrink
as they dry there will be little tendency to
crack the mortar entering the grooves, because
said grooves stand in nearly the same direc-
tion as that in which the shrinkage will take
place—viz., toward the center of the lath.
These ]atha should be planed so as to have a
clean and-smooth surface, and the undercut
grooves should also be formed by a cutter, as
l find practically that the mortar will adhere
much better to a smooth, elean surface. It
will, however, be seen that my latlis may be

awed out, and the tougues, grooves, and
undercut grooves also be formed by saws or
other suitable instraments.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—.

Tonoued and grooved laths formed with
grooves in their wrmces receiving the mor-
tfu substantially as specified.

Tn witness whereof I have hereunto set my
signature this 6th day of February, A. D. 1864

DEWEY PHILLIPS.

Witnesses:
LEMUEL W. SERRELL,
- Tros. GEo. HAROLD.




