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EXTENSION-LADDER.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 46,042, dated January 24, 1865.

To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, T. C. WooD, of Au-
gusta, in the county of Kalamazoo and State
of Michigan, have invented a new and Im-
proved Extension and Fruit Ladder; and I
do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, which
will enable those skilled in the art to make
and use the same, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, forming part of this
specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a side sectional view of my in-
vention, taken in the line z 2, Fig. 2; Fig. 2,
a front view of the same.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. : )

This invention consists in constructing a
ladder of two parts connected by a hinge and
arranged in such a manner that the ladder
may be compactly folded for transportation,or
when not required for use, or be adjusted so
as to serve as a short ladder similar to an ordi-
nary step-ladder, and also be capable of being
adjusted as a long ladder, the two parts being
in line with each other. With this folding lad-
der Tusea removable and adjustable platform,
applied in such a manner that it may be very
readily removed from the ladder and applied
to it and adjusted, as circumstances may re-
quire, to serve as a convenient stand in pack-
ing fruit. ,

A B represent the two parts of the ladder
about of equal length, but one part, A, con-
structed with parallel side pieces @ ¢ and the
other with inclined side pieces, b b the latter
being farther apart at their lower than at their
upper ends, as shown eclearly in Fig. 2. The
rounds ¢ may. be inserted in the side pieces in
the nsual manner. The upper ends of the
side pieces @ a of the part A of the ladder are
fitted loosely on the upper round, ¢, of the
part B, so as to form a joint to admit of the
two parls A B being folded compactly to-
gether, adjusted at a greater or less distance
apart, or be capable of being placed in line
with each other. The upper round, ¢, of the
part B is some distance below the upper ends

of the side pieces b b, and on the upper parts
of the side pieces a a there are placed metal
slides C C, which, when the two parts A B
are in line with each other, are shoved down
over the upper ends of the side pieces b b,
and serve to hold the two parts in the same
plane. When thetwo parts are thus adjusted,
the ladder is used as an ordinary one, the full
length of the two parts being rendered avail-
able for use:

Drepresentsaplatform, which has two metal
straps, E E,attached to its underside, one near
each end. The back ends of these straps are
bent or curved so as to form eyes d, which
may be fitted over the upper round of the part
A, so that they may be readily applied to and
removed therefrom. The front ends of the
straps E E are bent to form eyes ¢ ¢, to receive
a rod or shaft, I, on which metal straps f at
the ends of rods G G are fitted. These rods
G are notched at their lower ends, as shown at
g, and they pass through loops H, attached to
one of the rounds ¢ of the part B, said loops
catching into the motches ¢ aund supporting
the platform D. .

When the platform is used the two parts A
B are adjusted, as shown clearly in Fig. 1, and
they may be more or less distended as desired,
the platform being adjusted in a horizontal

position by raising or lowering the rods G,

1 theloops H being fitted in the proper notches g.

By this arrangement it will be seen that
the platform may be readily applied to and
removed form the ladder, and the whole folded
in compaet form or adjusted for use with the
greatest facility.

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent—

The foldingladder composed of the two
parts A B, connected together as shown, in
combination with the removable and adjusta-
ble platform D, all arranged substantially as
and for the purpose herein set forth.
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