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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

CHARLES SEARS, OF MONMOUTH COUNTY, NEW JERSEY, AND TAPPEN
TOWNSEND, OF KINGS COUNTY, NEW YORK.

BUCKLE.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 46,948, dated March 21, 1865.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, CHARLES SEARS, of
Monmouth County, in the State of New Jer-
sey,and TAPPEN TowNsEND, of Kings County,
in the State of New York, have invented a
new and Improved Mode of Making Buckles
for Shoes, Belts, and other Uses; and we do
hereby declare that the following is a full and
exact description thereof, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to the
letters of reference marked thereon.

The -nature of our invention consists in
making a double-acting lever for buckles, and
inmaking concave strap-bearing surfacesupon
buckle-frames.

‘We make the frame or bow of the buckle in
any of the usual forms and apply thereto the
double lever, and attach the same by pivots
or axis to the frame. The lever has a cross-
bar to receive a tag to attach the buckle to the
shoe or other objeet; or.it may be attached in
other well-known modes of attaching buckles.
Thislever,so made and applied, impinges upon
the strap on the upper bearing of the frame
upon one side of the axis, and upon the under
bearing of the frame on the other side of the
axis, thus making a double-acting lever—that
is, a lever which acts upon the strap at two
points of impact, one upon either side of the
axis, and it will act equally well in either di-
rection of the two times of draft of the strap.
The lever may be made straight or curved,
and the frame may be made with coneavebear-
ing-surfaces to hold the strap more securely

when it is subject to great strain. We prefer
to make said double lever from a single piece
of metal by cutting it out of suitable size,
turning up lips at such distance from each
other as will admit between them the cross-
bar of the frame withont excess of metal;
then elose the lips around said cross-bar, thus
forming a barrel working on said cross-bar as
a pivot.

Figure 1 of the accompanying drawings isa
perspective view of the buckle with the double
lever, @ representing the frame, b the double
lever. TIig. 2 is a sectional view of the same.
Fig. 3 is a sectional view of parts of a buckle-
frame made with coneave strap-bearing sur-
faces & a @, representing parts of the frame;
b, the lever.

‘What we claim, and desire to secure by let-
ters Patent, is— ‘

1. A double-acting lever for buckles.

2. A concave strap-bearing surface upon
buckle-frames.

3. Making and attaching the double-lever
to the buckle-frame in form and manner sub-
stantially as described.

4. The combination of the double-acting
lever with buckle-frames, thus making buckles
with double-acting levers, substantially as de-
seribed.

CHAS. SEARS.
TAPPEN TOWNSEND.
Witnesses:

Wu. H. MEEKS,
JOHN P. TOWNSEND.




