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"UNITED STATES

Patent OFFICE.

THEODORE ASCHERFELD, OF ELKTON, MARYLAND:

IMPROVEMENT IN TIME REPORTERS.

Spcuﬁcaf,lovl f()rmmfv part of Letters Patent No. 47,266, aLctl Apnl 18, 18(»), Ante dated
. Aprxl 17, 1860

i -

To all whom it may CORCEriv:

Be it known that I, THEODORE ASCHER-
FELD, of Eikton, in the county of Cecil and
State of “vhryland have invented a new and

Improved Time- Reporter. and I'do hereby’

declare the- following to be @ full and exact

" -description of the same, reference being had
- to the-accompanying. drawings, m'kafr part |

* of this specification, in wlnch—~ :
Figure 1.is a plan.of my improved reporter
Tig: 3. -is a similar view, the lid being in an

open conditjon .and the dial partinlly.broken ’

~away to expose the plate or platfora whereby
it-is turned. - Fig. 31is a vertical section in the

Tne za.

"tmtnw a modification of my inveuntion.

Suml(u letters of reference indicate cor re
sponding parts in several figures. '

. The object of this invention is to produce
an apparatus whose use is to insure punctual-
ity, sobriety, and attention on the part ot per-
sons to . whom the care of life, property, or
other iinportant matters inay be mtrusted or
detect negligence, inattention; or intoxicatior,
so-ihat the_ character of an individual may
‘thus be readily ascertained and his employer
enabled to ‘act with discretion in asswmug
him:to duties of importance.

- The. various uses.for which my invention
may be employed mll be hereinafter more
‘ful]y explained, - .

-~ In order that others ‘skilled- m/the art to
+whichmy invention appertains may be enabled
to fuily understand and use the same, I will
_proceed to describe its: constructlon and opera-
tiom. .. - -

- In the accompanyng drawin O's, A may rep-
"resent arectangular box contaunng the mech-
anism B of a clock.. =

‘Grepresents aplate; at'mched to and adapted
, 'to revolve with -the “wheel b, which, in com-

mon cloeks, operates in conneotlon Wlth the

hour-liand. - This plate C.is provided with two
pointed p10Ject10ns, ¢ ¢/, which ‘are. arranged

.one at thecenter and oneat or near the longi-

‘tudinal edge of the: plate C in. the manner
shown,. and the plate C is also pronded with
two Jioles, locdted.one at each. end.~

D represents aplate, which is provided with
prOJectlons d d and apertures’d d', arranged

in corresponding manner to those Wlth whlch

.the plater Cis provided. »

.| seribed.

Tig.4 is 'a plan or top view illus:-

By means of these
plates © D is seeared in position ‘a dial, 13,
the projections on each plate’passing throunh
pr‘fOI‘&thBS in the dial and entering the aper-
tures in the other. The dial may becomposed
of paper or any other soft material so thatit
may be readlly written upon, and secured be-
tween the plates C and D in the manner de-.
The dial E, when thus adjusted, re-
volves between the lid A’, of the'box A, and
a platform, T.

“Tn-the lid A’ is formred an. aperture, A%,
which is located at the left of-the center of the
box, and which is formed in such manner that

»1ts opposite sides will be parallel with the (-

isions of time on the dial E when coincident
w1t‘h the latter; or, in other words, the. sides
of the aperture A?are concentrie with the dial.
This aperture A?may be sufficiently large to

:allow g person to write through it and upon
the diul either the signature ot the writer and

some other item, if deslre(l—‘wlnrdcter mark,
or any other sign to indicate the presence of
the person. -

Beneath, or in contraposition to the aper-
ture A?, and secured upon the platformF, is a

-plateof’ meta] G, which prevents the entrance

of a pinor ¢m' other pointed instrument which
might be made use of to stop the turning of

.the dial, and which at the same time affords

a better foundation to be written upon. This
metallic plate G is coveréd with a piece of
cloth, G/, for imparting steadiness to the dial

'whlle bemg written upon, and the cloth may
‘be saturated with printer’s ink, or other suit-

able transferring material, or covered with-
copying paper, so as to indicate on the back
of the dial that the writing was done through
the aperture A%

By the employment of a dial of increased-
size the suceessive divisionsof time exposed

“through the- aperture A? will pass more rap-

idly, and it is manifest that the apparatus may
be adaptud for the most minute reports.

In order to prevent fraud by the opening of.
the lid A/, T employ a strip of paper, as shown
at a, wlnch may be attachied at its respective
ends to the lid A’ and platform F, and bear
the signature of the person having charge of
the apparatus. The strip is so attached that
it will gertainly be torn in pieces on the lid
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being ‘opened, and its eondition may be per-
ceived at a glance through an aperture, A% in
~the lid A7, ~ - .. ,
A represents a pane of glass inserted in an
opening in the lid A/, which opening is suffi-
ciently large to expose one-half of the dial,
with its reports. This can be made larger or
- ntirely dispensed with, as may be desired.
The apparatus above described may be per-
manently located in convenient situations,
and it is designed to make it obligatory for
policemen, watchmen, and otlier employés to
report their presence by writing their names
or signatures upon the dial. This will indi:
eate conclusivély at precisely what time each
.~ individoal. was present, and as the writing
of a sober person may bereadily distinguished
from that of a persen intoxicated, the signa-|
ture upon the dial will also indicate whether
the individual was in a proper condition to
- discharge the duty or duties to which he may .
have been assigned. _ .
Inasmuch as it may not be praeticable or de-
sirable to givethe apparatus daily or frequent
attention for the purpose ot replacing the dial
or erasing the signatures, &c., therefrom, the
invention may be so modified that the dial wili
serve to repert for ‘any required number of
:dyys, This is accomplished as follows: Con-
‘centric eircles are drawn upon the face of the
dial, thereby dividing the latter into circular
sections, which may be as numerous as its
size will admit of, edel section having the
time indicated, - Under the lid A’"is then ad.
Justed aplatform, H, Fig. 4, which is provided’
with as-many openings % as the dial has divis-
ions, ‘Thege openings k are so arranged that
when 1ihe platform H is turned at stated in-
“tervals they will be Successively brought into
.coincidence with the aperture A, so that each-
circular section may thus suffice for the recep-
tion of one-day’s reports. - The openings k, if
arranged togetlier or- consecutively, wonld
correspond in length to-the apertnre A%in the
~ lid A’; or this aperture may be extended to
. conform to the numlber of divisions on the
dial.- A pencil, I, may be securely attached
-tothe box A, -
1t is apparent that a dial attached to the
the hour-wheel of a day-clock in: the manner
described would, after twelve hours’ running,
expose the same spaces again, and enable a
policeman to report-at eight o’clock in the
" morning what e may have.neglected at eight
o’clock-the night before, if the dial has not
been changed. This I obviate by arresting:

the motion of- the.dial after running or turn- |

"ing twelve hours -in the following manner:

Atourd-the dial nnon the platform F may be |

placed a series of projecting metal pins, f— -

say as many as two to each hour, or more, if
desired. -After arranging the dials for use, ¥
place in the desired position a metal strip or
arm, I, the respective ends of which. are pro-
vided with apertures, whiech adapt it to be
immovably retained by the center pin, ¢, and
either of the pins f, said arm I being provided
on each side and at a sunitablé point near it
innerend with notches ¢4. Wlen thedial has

turned the desired.length of time, the pin ¢,.
which projeets through the plate 2, enters the

noteh 4, and, thus coming i contaet with the

arm I, arrests the motion of the dial. By. -

means of this device the promptness of the
controller of the apparatus.ecan be secured, as
he may have to make the change every twelve
hours. : -

This invention provides a simple and cheap
medinm for promoting the efficiency of the
police department. As used in connection -

with railroad-cars, the running of the train
may be reported by the station agent writing
on the dial of an apparatus placed in the cars,
whéreby he also proves his presence at his
post. It can be made the duty of switch-
tenders and persons  in charge of railroad-
bridges to report at a fixed time before trains

are.due at or near their posts, and an.engi-

neer may exhibit by the employment of this
reporter the amount of steain and water he
may have kept up. » o

The apparatus is adapted for ‘many other
very useful purposes, whieh it is needless to
specify. ’ _ . ' )
_ Having thus described my invention, the
following is what I claim as new and desire
to secuire by Letters Patent: )
" 1. The plates C D, having pointed projec-
tions ¢ d and aperture ¢ @, for securing the

dial E and preventing the position of the same -
being changed without detection, substan- .

tially as and for the purposes specified. .

2, The metallic plate &, applied beneath the
dial B and apertures A% to prevent the en-
trance of a pointed instrument, as described.

3..The cloth G/, placed beneath the aperture

AZ,-and saturated with printer’s ink or other
suitable material or covered with transferring-
paper, for preventing fraudulent inseriptions,
ag explained. i - ‘

4. The aperture A®and strip of paper a, for

detecting the opening of the lid A’, substan-

tially as sct forth, -

Witnesses: ) .
THo. C. CrOUCH,
Howarp ELL1s.

THEODORE ASCHERFELD,
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