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UNITED STATES

PATeENT OFFICE,

W. H. REED, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA.,

IMPROVEMENT IN BUTTONS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 48,095, dated June 6, 1865.

To all whom it may concern -

Be it known that T, WiLLocUGHBY H. REED,
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, have invented
an Improvement in Buttons; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the same, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, and to the
letters of reference marked thereon.

My invention relates to that class of buttons
which are secured to fabrics by ‘means of metal
rivets; and my improvement consists in a but-
ton with a central opening countersunk at the
under side of the button, so that the shank of
the rivet may be readily introduced into the
said opening, and so that when so introduced
the head of the rivet may be brought close to
the button, and not project beyond the cloth
and abrade the clothes of the wearer.

In order to enable others skilled in the art
to make and use my invention, I will now pro-
‘ceed to describe the manner of carrying the
same into effect.

On reference to the accompanying drawings,
which form a part of this specification, Figure
1is a sectional view of my improved button,
and of the rivet for securing the same to6 a
fabric; Fig. 2, an inverted plan view of the
button; and Fig. 3, a sectional view, showing
the button as secured to the fabric.

Similarlettersrefer to similar partsthrough-
out the several views. ) :

A is 'a metal button, on the under side of
which ds the usual projection or shank, ¢, and
in the center of which is an opening, ¢, adapted
for the reception of the shank of the rivet B.
The head b of the rivet B is inclined from the
edge toward the shank, as shown in the draw-
ing,fora purpose described hereinafter. Round
the edge of the opening ¢, on the upper side
of the button, is a ridge or lip, 4, similar to
that on the button for which Lefters Patent of
the United States were granted to me on the
15th day of November, 1864, the opening e on
the under side of the button being counter-
sunk, so as to present an inclined edge, ¢, cor-
responding to the inclined head b of the rivet,
The shank of the rivet is passed through the
fabriec in any suitable manner, and the button
is brought overand onto the end of the shanl
projecting above the cloth, the inclined edge i
of the opening e guiding the button onto the
end of the rivet without the exercise of more
than ordinary care on the part of the attend-
ant. The button is now securely fastened by
spreading the end of the shank over the face
of the button and over the ridge i.
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In securing -buttons of the ordinary -con-
Struction to fabrics by metal rivets I have
found that a greater portion of the time is
required to place the button on the rivet, the
end of the latter being abrupt and so nearly of
the same'size as the opening in the button that
it is a difficult matter to bring the opening and
rivet to coincide with each other.  Where
machinery is employed for placing the button
on the rivet and securing the two together, the
use of the ordinary button is especially objec-

tionable, as the rivet, if moved to the slightest -

extent from its position by the Jarring of the
machineiy or otherwise, is crushed beneath
the button on the descent of the latter.

It will be apparent that by enlarging or-

countersinking the opening at the under side
of the button, as above described, the rivet
will, if slightly misplaced, be readily guided
into the opening, the delays and accidents
above alluded to being thus avoided.

A button of the character described is ‘es-
pecially adapted for use in connection with a
rivet of the construction shown in Fig. 1,as
the fabric, instead of being packed hetween
the end of the hub ¢ and the rivet, is pressed
between the inclined edge ¢’ of the opening
and the inclined head of the rivet, the latter
being thus sunk below the level of the fabric,
so that it cannot bear against and abrade the
clothes of the wearer.

Although the opening e may be enlarged. in
any suitable manner, I prefer to countersink
it by punching the button (in forming the
opening ¢) from the under side, as by this
means the metal is not only sunk round the
opening at the point whereé the punch is in-
troduced, but it is also raised round the open-
ing at the top of the button, the opening ¢,
countersuuk ‘at the under side of the button,

and the ridge ¢ being thus formed at one op- .

eration. ‘ _

I claim as my invention and desire to secure
by Letters Patent—

The button A, with its opening e counter-
sunk on the under side of the button, substan-
tially as and for the purpose described.

In testimony whereof Thave signed my name
tothis specification in the presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses.

. W. H. REED.
Witnesses:

CHARLES E. FOSTER,
JOHN WHITE.



