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"UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE,

DWIGHT L. SMITH, OF WATERBURY, CONNECTICUT, ASSIGNOR TO THE
WATERBURY BUCKLE COMPANY, OF SAME PLACE.

‘IMPROVED BUCKLE.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 48,241, dated June 13, 1865,

To all whom it may concern : '

Be it known that I, DwigaT L. SMITH, of
the city of Waterbury, in the county of New
Haven and State of Connecticuf, have invented
a new and useful Improvement in Buckles or
Clasps, as a new article of manufacture; and
I do hereby declare that the following is a full,

clear, and exact description of the construe-

tion, character, and operation of the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, which make part of this specification, in
* which— - .

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the buckle
or clasp with the straps inserted as it will ap-
pear when in use. Fig.2isa perspective view
of the obverse side of the same wheu ready
for use. TFig. 3 is a perspective view of the
reverse side of the same, showing the hinges
and the ears or projections on which the broad
or pinching end of the lever or tongne rests or
is supported. TFig. 4 is a perspective view of
the lever or tongue as cut and ready to be at-
tached to the trame. Fig. 5 is a perspective
view of the frame, showing the stationary parts
of the Linges and the rests or projections.

My improvement consists in making the
buckle or clasp of two pieces of sheet metal,
cat with dies or swages, so that one will serve
for a frame or bow and loop, containing the
stationary parts of the hinges and the restsor
supporters of the broad end of the lever, and
the other for the lever or tongue, containing
the movable parts or eyes of the hinges, and
also the hook or anchor-shaped catch, which
is to be attached or hooked into the standing
part of the strap. - :

I make the frame.a of the buckle or clasp

-substantially of the shape or form shown in
Fig. 5 by swaging or cutting it from sheet
‘metal, (or making it of any other suitable ma-
terial,) leaving two projectionsor points, of any
convenient length, as b b, Figs. 5 and 3, to
serve as the two standing parts of the hinges,
and two other projections or ears, ¢ ¢, Figs. 3
-and 5, to serve as rests or supports to sustain
the pressure of the lever or tongue when it is

drawn down by the strap to buckle or fasten
the article. I make the lever or tongue part
of sheet metal by cutting or swaging it sub-
stantially of the shape or form shown in Fig.
4 and indicated in I'igs. 2 and 3, with an an-
chor-shaped hook: or catch, as shown at e,
Figs. 2, 3, and 4, (or made of any other con-
venient shape,) to hook into the standing part
J of the strap, Fig.'1, and a broad end, as
shown at d, Tigs. 1, 2, 3, and 4, to pinch or
press and hold the running end g of the strap,
as shown in Fig. 1. 'On the two sides, near the -
hook end ¢ of this leverI, cut up two strips of
suitable length and width to form the eyes or
moving parts of the hinges, as shown at & &,
Fig. 4, where they appear ready to be bent
down, as in Fig. 3. Having made the two
pieces or parts, as before described, and shown
in Figs. 4 and 5, I place the lever or tongue
part in its place in the frame, and with a
proper swage set down the strips & k, Fig. 4,
around the projections b b, Fig. 5, so as to
form or constitute hinges, as shown at & &,
Fig. 3, when the buckle or clasp will be ready
for use, and will appear on the obverse side as

-shown in Fig. 2, and on the reverse side with

the broad part of the lever resting against the
projections or ears ¢ ¢, as shown in Fig.3; and
when the standing part f of the strap is passed
onto the hook e and the running part ¢ passed
through the bow at ! and through the loop at
m the whole will appear, as represented in
Fig. 1, as when in use.

‘What I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent as a new article of
manufacture, is—

The combination of the hinges & kb with the
ears and rests ¢ ¢, on which the broad end d
of the lever is supported, when the whole is
constructed, arranged, and fitted for use sub-
stantially as herein deseribed and set forth.

DWIGHT L. SMITH.

Witnesses:
H. E. CoPELEY,
JOHN W, PAUL,



