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~To all whom it may-concern :

Be it known: that I, FRANCIS FEARON, of
Great George Street, W’estmmster, London,
England, have mvented an Improved Appa-
ratus for Softening or Deadening Sound; and
1 do hereby, declare the following is a fall and
exact description thereof, reference being bhad
to the accompanying sheet of drawings.

The object of my invention is to lessen, the
effect of sound in the ears of travelers by rail-

way or in the many other cases where coutina-
. ous crashing or other unpleasant n01se may be.

distressing fo individuals.
In order to effect iny object, I make. an ap-
paratus by theuse of which a small plate, pad-

ded on its inner face with some soft elastic,

semi-elastic, or other material, and made of

iron, silver, or.any snifable metal or material,-

ismadeto press lightlyonthe ¢ tragus”of each
ear, the pressure being obtained l)y means of
a wetal-wirespring, descendmg from each plate;

under the lobe of the ear, and 8o downward.

below the under jaw.

Figure 1 on the drawings is 4@ fxout eleva-
tion of the apparatus, (natural size,) made with
strong wire acting as spring; the plates being
of brass and the padding covered with velvet,
Fig. 2 being a side view of same, « indicating

the spring, b the metal plates, and ¢ the pads, |
in each of the figures, respectively: -

* Tt will be understood that although I show

- only one form of apparatm as a type of my in--

Ventlou, I.makethe spring part of my appara-
tus'in any form, shape, or way, or of any ma-
terial I 'may find in practice most conducive
to the end required—namely, a gentle but firm
pressure of the padded plates on the tragus
of the ear; and although I prefer to effect my
. obJecb as saown—say by wire or thin plates
'passing from a common center beneath the
lower jaw up to and past the lobe of each ear—
yet I make the apparatus, when desired, to fit

on from the back of the head or neck, oreven
from the top of the head, and this I effectmth
very slight alterations of the parts, such alter-
-ations. being principally in the carve of the
wire spring under the lobe of the ear, or over
the ear, to bribg the plates onto the tragus.
I prefer the apparatus to pass from under the
lower jaw and in front of the lobe of the ear,
as being less visible when worn, for if the back
of the plates and :the wire be epaineled the
color of skin, the apparatus will not readily at-
tract the‘eye, particalarly when carried by men
wearing whiskers or. beard, or both, or by la-_
dies wearing bonnet- qtuugs, &e. -

1f desired, I make that part of the spring

which comes beneath the Jjaw,or the junction,

_if the. spring be in two parts, in such wise that
by pressure ‘of the thumb and finger ore or
both of the plates may be temporarily pressed
outward from the tragus of .the ear, thus per-
mitting full sound te enter.,”

Havmg now descmbed the nature ot my in-
vention and- shown a means by which I carry

it into practical  effect, I would have it dis-
‘tluctly anderstood tha,b I do not: confineg iny-
self to the precise detaily lerein given, or to
the figure shown on the gheet of drawings, as
modifications may be made without departing
from my invention; and

I claim— -

_The exclusive use of an.apparatus for qofc-
ening or deadening sound by means of press-
ure on the tragus of each ear; substaztially as
herein described, and illustrated by the draw-
ings.

FRANCIS FEARON.
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