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To all whom it may concern :

Beit known that I, EDWIN A. EDDY, of Ra-
cine,in the county of Racine and State of Wis-
consin, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Car-Stakes for Platform-Cars;
and I do hereby declare that the followingisa
full, clear, and exact description of the same,
reference being had to the accompanying draw-
ings and the letters and figures marked there-
on, forming part of this specification.

The nature of my said invention consists in

a novel mode of attaching and securing the:

stake to the side of a platform-car, whereby,
while said stake is immovably attached to the
car, and therefore cannot be lost, it may by a
novel arrangement be firmly and rigidly fixed
in an upright position, and may also be ad-
justed orturned down in a horizontal position,
when desired, so as to be out of the way when
loading or unloading the cars.

I have recently madeanotherapplication for
an improvement in this class, wherein the gen-
eral construction and arrangement isthesame
as in this; butinmy formerinvention the stake
was held in a vertical position by means of a
slot or recess in the stake-holder and a corre-
sponding tooth or projection upon the stake.
This last-mentioned arrangementinvolved the
necessity oflifting the stake up vertically before
it could be turned down, which oftentimesisa
difficult operation,if not wholly impraecticable,
owing to the lateral pressure of the Ioad upon
the stake. ‘

My present invention is desiguned to obviate
this difficalty Ly fastening the stake in a ver-
tical position in such a wanner that it may be
tarned down without first being lifted up,and
that it will be fastened in said vertical position
automatically by simply raising it upright.

To enable those skilled in the art to under-
stand how to construct and use my invention,
I will proceed to deseribe the same with par-
ticularity, making reference in so doing to the
aforesaid drawings, in which—

Figure 1 represents a front elevation of my
invention with the stakeupright; Fig. 2,a side
viewof the-same. Fig.3isafrontview,partly

in section, showingthestaketurned down;and
Fig. 4 is a side elevation of a car having my
invention attached.
Similar letters of reference in the several fig-
ures denote the same parts of my invention.
The stake B, socket or stake-holderC, clamp

T, and center bolt, D,areall constructed and ar-
ranged substantially as described in my said ap-
plication heretofore made, with the exception
that the recess upon the stake-holder and pro-
jeetion upon the stake are now dispensed with,
and that the bolt D now passes through a hole
in the stake instead of the longitudinalslot,as
before. :

So far as the’above-mentioned partsare con-
cerned the stake B has a perfectly freeand un-
impeded movement from the vertieal position
shown in TFig. 1 to the horizontal position
shown in Fig. 3, there being nothing to hold
the stake in a vertical position. :

To bold the stake in & vertical position I em-
ploy the button or latch (marked A) arranged
at the heel of the stake and pivoted or sus-
pended upon the bolt a, so as to have a free
motion npon and about the same. The lower
partof said lateh A is madeof sufficient weight-
ed always to hold the same in the desired posi-
tion,as seen in the drawings,unlesssome force
be applied to change the position. When it
is desired to turn down the stake the weighted
or heavyarmof A is drawn back towarda hori-
zoutal position, thereby throwing the face rest-
ing against the stake down below the stake,
thus permitting said stake to be turned down,
as shown in Fig. 3, A resuming its original po-
sition. When it is desired to raise the stake
up vertically, by raising it up the lower end.
presses down the horizontal arm of A and per-
mits the stake to be arranged vertically, as de-
sired, when the heavy arm falls down and au-
tomatically arranges itself with respect to the
stake, as shown in Fig. 1, and holds the stake
firmly in place.

It is not essential that the vertical arm of
tle latch A should be weighted, as aforesaid;
but any lateh or bolt may be used and moved
into the desired position by hand.

Having described my invention, I will now
specify what I claim and desire to secure by
Letters Patent:

In combination with the stake B and holder
C, the employment of the latch A, arranged
and operating substantially as herein shown
and described.
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