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UNITED STATES

™

PATENT OFFICE.

SYLVANUS COLE, OF PAWTUCKET, RHODE ISLAND.

CLOTHES-DRIER.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 48,910, dated July 25, 1865.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SYLVANUS COLE, of
Pawtucket,in the county of Providence and
State of Rhode Island, have invented a new
and usefal Improvement in Clothes-Horses;
and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and cxact description thereof,
which will enablé others skilled in the art to
make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, forming part
of this specification. :

The present invention relates more particu-

larly to that class of clothes-horses in whicha-

series of vertical hanging-frames are hinged
to and revolve upon a common center post or
standard ; and it consistsin anovel and pecu-
iiarmanner of hinging the samethereto, where-
by a substantial and durable clothes-horse is
produced, and one which, in case of a break-
age of any portion of the same, can be easily
and readily repaired without necessarily re-
quiring the detachment of all the parts com-
posing the horse from each other, as has here-
tofore been the case with those having a simi-
lar manner of operation.

In the accompanying plate of drawings, my
improvement is illustrated, Figure 1 being an
upright view of one side of the same, showing
it with its swinging frame closed upon each
other and in a compact form; and Fig. 2,a
horizontal section taken in the planeof the line
x x, Fig. 1, but with the swinging frames open
from each other and partially broken away.

¢ ain the drawings represent the center
postorstandard, madeof any desired and suita-
ble material, and ornamented at various points
with a series of truncated conical-shaped pieces,
b b b, and having a broad base or pedestal, ¢;
d d d, a series of clothes-frames, consisting of
parallel horizontal cross-rods f f f, one over
the other, and secured at one end to upright
posts or pieces ¢ g ¢ by dovetailing, or in any
other proper manner, and at the other to the
common center post, @, before referred to, by
means of a peculiar hinge-joint, which is about
to be explained, the ¢ross bars or rods f f be-
ing inserted within their postsin such relative
positions as to enable the several frames, when
closed one upon the other, to be brought into a
compact shape, as represented in Fig. 1.

The hinge or joint by which each eross-bar
of the swinging frame is hung and held upon
the common center post is formed by using a

narrow flexible band, %, made of leather or
other suitable flexible material, which band
passes partially around the post, and is se-
cured at each end to and upon the inner end,
I, of the cross-bar by means of tacks, rivets, or
any other similar manner,a fixed metallic col-
lar-plate, m, being interposed between every
two hinges of the arms directly above each

other, by means of which the inner ends of the

arms are prevented from resting upon each
other, and thus a much freer play of the same
secured, and also under the lower one of every
series, or any other suitable shoulder-piece—
as, for instance, the truncated cones b b here-
inbefore referred to. These collar plates or
rings can be made of various forms, either cir-
cular or polygonal in their periphery,or of any
desirable thickness and metal or material, it
being only necessary that they should be of
sufficient thickness to prevent the arms from
bearing or resting upon each other, as before
specified.

From the above deseription of the manner in
which I secure or hinge the cross-rods of the
swinging frames to and npon the common cen-
ter post or standard, it is apparent thatin case
of the breakage of any portion or piece of the
clothes-horse it can be easily repaired without
requiring the complete dismemberment of the
entire horse, as any one swinging frame can
be detached from the post withount regard to

the others, it being simply necessary to un-

fasten one-end of the bands holding its sev-
eral cross-rods to and upon the common cen-
ter post, as is manifest without further explana-
tion, the importance and advantage of which
need no particular mention herein, being too
self-evident to all persons.

Iam awarethateclothes-horses having a com-
mon center post or standard, upon which a se-
ries of swinging frames were hung or hinged
so0 as to Dbe freely turned about upon it have
been hitherto used; but owing to the manner
in which the frames were hinged they were not
only extremely liable to be broken, but the
horse could not be repaired in most cases with-
out a complete dismemberment (or nearly so)
of the same, the disadvantages of which are
many ; and, furthermore, the cross-bars at their
hinged ends rested upon each other, which of-
tentimes made it quite difficult to swing or turn
the frames; but with my improved clothes-
horse, itisapparent from the above description,



all the defects and objectionsto thosein common
use heretofore having swinging frames are en-
tirely obviated and removed, a clothes-horse
being produced of a substantial and durable
character, and possessing all the desired re-
quisites and features.

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent—

The combination, with the leather or other
suitable flexible bands %, by which the cross-
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rods of the swinging clothes-frames are hong
upon their common center post or standard, of
theintermediate collar-plates, m, made of metal
or other suitable material, arranged together
substantially as and for the purposes specified.

SYLVANUS COLE.

Witnesses:
NELSON CARPENTER,
R. 8. CHADSEY.




