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JOSEPH W. NORCROSS, OF MIDDLETOWN, CONNECTICUT.

IMPROVED ROWLOCK.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 48,975, dated July 25, 1865.

To all whom it may concert:

Be it known that I, Josern W. NORCROSS,
of Middletown, in the county of Middlesex and
State of Connecticut, have invented a newand
useful- Improvement in Rowlocks; and I do
hereby declare thatthe following is a full, clear,
and exact description thereof, which will ena-
ble others skilled in the art to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, forming part of this speci-
fication, in which—

TFigure 1 represents an inside elevation of
my invention when attached to the ganwale of
a boat. Fig. 2 is a transverse vertical section
of the same, theline = %, Fig. 1, indicating the
plane of section. Fig. 3 is a plan or top view
of the same. Tig. 4 is an elevation, and Fig.
5 atransverse section, of a modification thereof.
Fig. 6 isatransverse section of the rowlock de-
tached.

Similar letters of reference indicate like
parts. _

The object of this invention is threefold.
First, to construct a rowlock which will oper-
ate without or with but little noise, and that
the oar may be temporarily left in the same
without danger of unshipping, thereby giving
an opportunity to the personrowing to relieve
himself by wiping the sweat from his brow,
or insome other way; second, to make therow-
lock so that the oar might swingparallel tothe
boat or *{rail;” third,to arrangeit so that the
same can be readily unshipped and taken home

“to prevent it from being stolen. These ob-
jects are obtained by hinging the rowlock upon
one of its horns, or upon a fulecrum ountside the
middle of itshorns, so that the same will swing
clear of the edge of the gunwale and allow the
oar to trail ; further, by making thehornsof the
rowlock of such aform or shape as to meetthe
motion of the oar, whereby it is prevented from
unshipping when temporarily left in the same ;
and, furthermore, the wearing of the oariscon-
siderably reduced or entirely avoided, and the
rowlock operates without or with but little
noise; finally, by combining the rowlock with
a bracket which is fastened to the gunwale by
a hook-catch orotherequivalentdevice, so that
the same can be readily taken off;” or instead

of this the rowlock may be provided with a rim
or flange, which catches under a hook and is
furnished with an open slot, so that the same
can be readily shipped or unshipped.

A represents a gunwale of a boat, from
which rises a stanchion, B, that forms the ful-
crum for the rowlock C, said rowlock being
hinged to the stanchion, as shown in Figs. 1
and 3; or instead of the stanchion a simple pin
orstud, B/, mayserve as the fulernm of the row-
lock,asshownin Figs.4and 5. ~ Said stanchion
or pinrises from the gunwale, butitisobvious
that the same object would be gained by pro-
viding the rowlock with a pin made to fit into
a socket in the gunwale, or in a bracket se-
cured to the gunwale, althoughI use, by pref-
erence, the devices shown in the drawings, be-
cause thereby I am enabled to secure the row-
lock without weakeningthe gunwale. The ful-
crum of the rowlock is thereby placed outside
the center of its horns, and said rowlock is ar-
ranged so that it swings clear of the edge of
the gunwale, as shown more particularly in
Fig. 5, and that the oar is free to trail or to
turn to a position parallel with the keel of the
boat either inside or outside. Furthermore,
my rowlock is made to fit the shank of the oar,
so that the same works without or with but
very little noise,and the wearing of the oar oc-
casioned by its to-and-fro motion in the row-
lock is avoided or greatly reduced. The bot-
tom of the rowlock is inelined to correspond
to the outwardly-inclined position of the oar,
as shown in Fig. 6, whereby the oar is pre-
vented from being injured by the corner of the
rowlock. .

Ordinary rowlocks which turn on fulecrums
in the middle of theirhorns must be made wid-
er than the shank of the oar toallow the same
to trail, and in rowing the oar moves con-
stantly back and forth, making a disagreeable
noise and causing much wear, particularly
when the shank of the oaris wet, and when the
oar is left in the rowlock it immediately un-
ships. -

If desired, a recess may be made in the horns
of either the stationary or revolving rowlock
to receive a wooden lining, which will prevent
the wear of the metal upon the oar.
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The stanchion B is secured to a bracket, D,
which catchesat its outer edge under a flanged
plate, E, secured to the ontside or top of the
gunwale and protected by the planking, and
said bracketis provided with a flange, a, onits
inner edge, that projects down and catches
over a staple, b, inserted in the gunwale. A
hook, ¢, secured to the flange ¢ by means of a
pivot, d, can be made to cateh into the staple
and to lock the bracket firmly to the gnnwale.

Forthehook and staplea buttonorany other
suitable fastening may be substituted which
will producethe sameorasimilareffect. When
the boat is on a doek-or near the shore the
stanchion, together with the rowlock, can be
readily removed and carried home to prevent
it from being stolen.

When therowlock swivels on a pin, asshown
on Iigs. 4 aud 5, it may be farnished with a
flange, ¢, that has an open slot, £, and catches
under a hook, g, secured in the guawale. If
therowlock is turned so that the open slot fis
opposite to said hook, it ean be removed. If
desired, however, the plate from which the ful-
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crum-pin rises, or which may form the socket
of the fulerum-pin, might be arranged with a
hook aud staple or any othersuitablefastening,
so that thesame can be readily removed when-
ever it may be desired. '

What I claim as new, and desire to secure -
by Letters Patent, is—

1. Placing the fulerum oun which the rowlock
swivels outside the center of its horns and
above the gunwale, substantially in the man-
ner and for the purpose set forth.

2. The hook ¢ and staple d, in combination
with the flanged plate B and with the brack-
et supporting the stanchion or fulerum of the
rowlock, or any other equivalent fastening,
substantially as and for the purpose specified.

3. The flange ¢, with theopen slot £, in com-
Lination with the rowlock O, constructed and
operating substantially as and for the purpose
set forth.

: JOSEPH W. NORCROSS.
Witnesses:
W, HAUTF,
‘Wit. DEAN OVERELL.



