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UNtTED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

ANDRE CHAVANNE, OF PARIS, FRANCE.

IMPROVED APPARATUS FOR RECEIVING AND DELIVERING MAIL-BAGS TO AND FROM RAILROAD TRAINS
AND STATIONS, :

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 49,056, dated July 25, 1865.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ANDRE CHAVANNE, of
Paris, France, have invented a new and Im-
proved Apparatusfor Catching Mail-Bags from
a Railway-Train in Motion; and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact deseription thereof, which will enable
others skilled in the art to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming part of this specifica-
tion, in which—

Figure 1 represents a side elevation of this
invention. Fig. 2 is an-end view of the same.

Similar Ibttet‘b of reference indicate hke
parts.

The object of this invention is a device or ap-
paratus by means of which a mail-bag or other
package carried on a railroad-train ean be de-
posited on any station and at the same time a
bag or package from the station delivered to
the train while said train is moving at its full
speed. This object is effected by the applica-
tion to the mail-car of a slotted tubular case
provided with a spring-hook, from which the
mail-bag or package tobedeliveredissuspend--
ed, in combination with a stationary horizon-
tal pointed rod and support, which serves to
sustain the mail-bag or package to be deliv-
ered from a station in such a manner that when
the train passes the station the horizontal
pointed rod or spike runs into a loop secured
tothelowersurface of the bag or package which
is snspended from the spring-hook in the tuba-
lar case, and at the same time the mail-bag or
package resting on the support in the station
is knocked off and caught by the tubular case,
and after the train has passed the station the
mail-agent in the car can take in the bag or
package from the tubular ease and put up an-
other for the next station, and the master of the
station just passed can remove the bag or pack-
age from the spike at hisleasure, and, if neces-
sary,adjustanother mail-bag before the arrival
of the next mail-train.

A represents a tubular case, which is secured
to the top of the mail-car, 1)1‘Q]80t11]“ over its
side, as shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings. Said
case is made of sheet metal or any other suit-
able material, and itis provided with a spring-
hook, a, on its inner top surface, capable to re-
ceive and support a mail-bag, B, or any other

‘its lower surface is suspended aring
ject of which will be presently explained.

package which may be provided for this pur-
pose, with loops D, through which the spring-
hook passes, as shown These loops are se-
cured to the upper surface of the bag, and from
, ¢, the ob-.

Two semi-cylindrical bushes, d, secured to
tlre interior of the case A on opposite sides of
the mail-bag or package as shown in Fig. 2,
serve to keep the same from swaying to and
fro by the motion of the car, and a screen, e,
made of cords or other snitable flexible ma’ce-
rial,isextended transversely across the interior
of the case A, its four ends being secured to
rods f, which are firmly fastened to the case,
and which allow said screen to move in a lon-
gitudinal direction.

The car to which the case A is secared is
supposed to mnove in the direction of the arrow
marked on the case in the Tig. 1 toward the
station, from which rises a post supporting a
spike, g, bent so as to point in a horizontal di-
rection, and provided with two lateral points,
4, much shorter than the main spike g, and ris-
ing from.its sides for the purpose of support-
ing the mail-bag or package C, which is to be
delivered to the passing train. A spring, b,
secured to the upper surface of the spike g,
and pointing in adirection opposite to the point
thereof, catches in the ring attached to the
under surface of said mail-bag or other pack-
age, and thereby said bag or package is pre-
vented from dropping off accidentally from the
trident g 4.

A spring-cateb, k, attached to the vertical
shank of the spike g, serves to retain the bag
or package, which is to be adjusted on the tri-
dent g ¢ from the passing train, as will be pres-
ently explained. ‘

When the train passeb the station the mail-
bag or package B in the case A comesin con-
tact with the mail-bag or package C on the
trident ¢ 4, and at the same time the ring ¢
passes over the spike g. The inertia of the bag
or package C forces the bag or package B out
of the spring-hook «, and by the momentum of
the bag or package B the bag or package C is
forced off from the tridentgi,and, being canght
by tlic open ecase A, is carried along on the car,
while the bag or package B, being retained by
its ring ¢ catching over the spike g, is depos-



ited on the trident g 4. After the train has
passed the station, therefore, the mail-agent
has plenty time to take the bag or package C
from the open case A andto putin another for
thenext station,and thestation-master or mail-
agent on the station has time to take from the
trident the bag or package B and put oun ano-
ther bag or package for the next mail-train, if
" he desires. '

The screen ¢ in the case A serves to prevent
the bag or package C passing clear through
the case, and in order to ease off the blow said
screen is made movable. Mail-bags are con-
structed expressly for this purpose. They are
made with elastic ends to preventinjury when
the same come in contact.

49,036

Having thus described my invention, I claim
as new and desire tosecure by Letters Patent—

1. The open case A applied to arailroad-car,
and operating, in combination with the trident
g %, secured to a post or other stationary part
in & station, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth.

2. The movable screen ¢ in the interior of
the open case A, to operate, in combination
with the mail-bag or package C, substantially
as and for the purpose described.

A. CHAVANNE.
Witnesses:
E. SHERMAN GOULD,
DaAvp Taos. FULLER.
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