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To all whom it may concerns

Be it known that I, J. W, FAWKES, of De-
catur, in the county of Macon and State of
Illinois, have invented a new and Improved
Corn-Planter; and I do hereby declare that
the following 1:, a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion thereof, which W111 enable those skilled in
the art to make and -use the same, reference
being had totheaccompanying drawings, form-
ing part of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 is vertical section of my invention,
taken in the line # #, Fig.2; Fig. 2, a hori-
zontal section of the same, taken in the line y
y, Fig. 1. .

Similar letters of reference indicate cor.e-
sponding parts.

This invention relates to a new and useful
improvement in the corn-dropping device, and
has for its object the dropping of the corn with-
out breaking it, and the counsequent even dis-
tribution of the same.

The ordinary corn-dropping devices which
are provided with perforated reciprocating
slides are, as a general thing, the most prefer-
able; but they are attended with the disad-
vantage of breaking the corn, caused by the
uppermost projecting grain or kernel in the
perforation or seed-cell of the reciprocating
slide being brought in contact with' the cut-
off, the action being similar to a pair of shears,
This difficalty is fully obviated by my improve-
ment.

A represents a hopper of a corn-planter, and
B areciprocating slide, which has two perfora-
tious or seed-ceils, a a, made through it; and C
is a cut-off placed in the lower part of the hop-
per, underneath which the slide B works.
These parts may be arranged in the usual way,
and therefore do not require a minute descrip-
tion.

D D represent two bars, which are fitted on
pivots b b below the slide B, the latter work-

ing or resting on said bars. The pivots b b
are at the outer ends of the bars D D, and the.
latter rest on springs E E, which are secured
at their outer ends to the bottom plate, ¢, of
the hopper, and have regulating or adjusting
screws d d bearing against their under sides,
said screws passing up platec,as shown clearly
in Fig. 1. The bottom.plate, ¢,-has a hole, d,

made in it, which is dlrectly underneath the
cut-off C.

From the above descrxptlou it will be seen -
that a certain degree of play or yielding move-
ment, in a vertical direction is allowed the slide
B in consequence of said slide resting on: the
pivoted bars D D, and the latter, in tarn, rest-
ing on the springs I B, and in case of a grain
or kernel of corn projecting above the upper
surface of the slide B in either of the eells a -
the slide B will yield and admit of the grain
or kernel being forced out of the cell up into
the hopper as the cell passes underneath the .
cut-off, instead of being broken, as hitherto.
Thus the corn will be more evenly planted
than by the ordinary seed-dropping devices
now in nse. The corn passes out of the cells
a as the latter get entirely under the cut-off!
and drops between the bars D D and through
the hole d.

The bars D D may be made to yield or give
under a greater or less pressure by regulating
or adjusting the screws d 4.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Lietters Patent, is—

The pivoted bars D D and springs B E, or
their equivalent, in connection with the recip-
rocating slide B, provided with the cells a a,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

J. W. FAWKES.
Witnesses:

J. G. STARR,
A. J. HANKS.



