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PATENT OFFICE.

S.J. SHERMAN, OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK.

IMPROVEMENT IN HOOP-SKIRT JOINTS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 49,447, dated August 15, 1865.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, S. J. SHERMAN, of
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State of
New York, have invented a certain new and
useful Improvement in the Joints of Hoops for
Ladies’ Skirts, the same being an improve-
ment on the skirt deseribed in the patent is-
sued to S. A. Moody, dated May 10,1864, since
reissued ; and Ido herebydeclare that the fol-
lowing is a full and exact description thereof.

The accompanying drawings form a part of
this specification.

Figure 1 is a perspective view, showing the
operatlon of the joint when the skirt is in use;
and Fig. 2 is a view of the joint with a por-
tion of the hoop on each side thereof. The
black outlines show the hoop in its plain or
ordinary condition. The red outlines show the
hoop more or less doubled or folded by the ac-
tion of the hinge. Both views areside views.
Fig. 3 is a view from above, or a plan view,
showing the same parts. Itisthenear sideof
a skirt, corresponding to the left side of the
lady as she sits above. The black lines there-
in are those showing the ordinary condition of
the joint when seen from above, whether the
hoopis plane or folded. The red outlines show
the only motion horizontally which the parts
are capable of. The joint cannot project out-
ward much beyoud the general circular form
of the hoop. The hoop may form an angle at
each joint with its salient presented inward to-
ward the person of the wearer, but it cannot
form an angle projecting outward. Fig. 4
shows the duplex ring (which is so prominent
in the figures before described)on a larger
scale and detached entirely from the other
parts. It may be made by cutting with suita-
ble dies in a press from a sheet of hard Dbrass
or other suitable material and slightly raising
the inner ring.

The purpose of the invention is to produce
a skirt which will allow the hoops to bend or
fold properly in the vertical direction without
the liberty heretofore allowed to bend out-
ward or form a projecting angle in the hori-
zontal direction. It may bend so as to form

a re-entering angle, but not so as to form asa-
lient angle in the horizontal plane.

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use myinvention, I will proceed to describe

its construction and operation'by thedrawings, .-

and of the letters of reference marked thereon.

Similar letters of reference indicate like
parts in all the figures.

A is the front part of a hoop, and A’ is a
clasp pressed thereon.

B is the rear part of a hoop, and B’ is a clasp
pressed thereon.

The clasps A’ and B’ earry as part of them-
seives or otherwise the loops ¢ and b, adapted
to embrace and slip freely on the innermost
part of the double ring, now to be described,
and thus to form the flexible joint of the hoop

C and D are concentrie rings firmly fixed in
the position indicated relatively each to the
other by the aid of the bars or connections E.
These parts may be all in one piece, (as, by
preference, struck from a single sheet of suita-
ble material, as represented in Fig. 4,) or inay
be made in separate pieces and soldered or oth- .
erwise joined together with sufficient strength.
In case the parts are made and joined, as last
suggested, they may be formed of round wire
or material partly round and partly flat, orin
many other forms, according as the skirf is
very cheap aud hastily made or expensive and
elaborate.

The bars E prevent the bms @ _and b slip-
ping past them, but allow all the flexibility
which is ever required in practice in the ver-
tical direction.

In the horizontal. direction the joint may
move inward out of the general sweep of the
hoop in the same manner and with the same
freedom as the single rmg in the Moody skirt,
(which I have purchaqed aright to make and
sell;) but it cannot move outward outside of
the proper sweep of the hoop, because the con-
tact of the rigidly- connected outer ring D
against the inner face of the parts A and B or
their connections forbids it and compels the
part of the hoop containing the Jomt to con-
form strictly, or very nparlv, to the general
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sweep of ‘the hoop.as viewed from above un-
der all circumstances.

I propose: to use my improved joint with all
varieties of hoops and: with ' all varieties of
skirts adapted thereto.

Having now fully: deseribed my:invention,
what Iclaim as my invention, and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent, is as follows:

A skirt-hoop conunected: by a link, C, hav-

ing a'guard, D, arranged substantially asand
for the purposes herein specified.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in the presence of two subscribing
witnesses. »
5. J. SHERMAN,
Witnesses :

D. W. STETSON,
K. 'W. STETSON.
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