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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

MICHAEL HICKEY, OF BOSTON, MASSAGHUSE’I‘TS,‘ ASSIGNOR TO HIMSELF
AND EDWD. H. MAXWELL, OF SAME PLACE, AND JOHN T. McKNIGHT, OF

.  NEW YORK, N. Y.

" IMPROVED BUNG FOR CASKS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 49,478, dated August 15, 1865,

Lo all whom it may concern:

Beit known thatI, MicHAEL HICKEY, of the
city of Boston, State of Massachusetts, have iu-
vented a new and useful device, being a Per-
maneut Bung for Casks, and I declare the fol-
lowing specification, with the drawings form-
ing a part thereof, to be a full and complete
description of my invention.

Figure 1 represents the apparatus in per-
spective. Fig.2representsitinsection through
its center.

Similar lesters denote the same parts of the
apparatus. .

1t is well known to brewers and others, who
in their business have occasion to use casks
over and over again, that there is a cousider-
able expense attending the furnishing of new
bungs, and, besides this, that by the repeated
process of driving them in and springing them
out the bung-hole becomes so worn as to make
it necessary to replace the bung-stave, which
is both a troublesome and expensive affair.

To furnish @ pérmanent buug and attach it
so as to avoid the wear of the stave:is the ob-

..which 1 now describe.
e bung-

hole. Councéntric with' the bung-hole
down, froni one-third-to one-half the thickness
of the stave, a cylindrical countersink, so as
to form around the hole a level shoulder or
shelf, ¢ c. )

- The bung is made of metal, and is a cylin-
drical head, C, in diameter nearly fitting the :

countersiok-hole, with or without a less eyl-
inder, K, nearly fitting the bung-hole. . From
this head projects downward a stem or rod, B,
having a screw-thread upon its lower end.

Fastened to the stave there is a metal loop,
H, dropping some distance below the bung-
hole, in the bottom of which there is a screw-
socker, D, fitted to the rod. K. This loop is
made with its outer edge beveled, and of such
depth as to permit the free passage of and pre-
vent the tetention of the dregs of the cask
when being emptied for the parposes of cleans-
ing. ‘

To insure a perfect closing of the bung-hole
a ring, a, of india-rubber, gutta-percha, or
other suitable material, is placed between the
bung and the shelf ¢ ¢.

The mode of using the bung is sufticiently
manifest without description. ‘

It will be seen from this ‘desecription of its
construction that the bung must be a lasting
article, and prevent for a long time any wear
of the bung-stave. ‘ &

What I claim as iy invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is— -~

A metal bung, with its ring ¢ and its loop H,
formed, titted, and secured to the stave, sub-

stantially in the manner and form and for the’

purposes set forth in this specification.
MICHAEL HICKEY.

Witnesses:
JOSEPH GAVETT, .
SamL. M. BARTON,”

'




