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UNITED STATES

PaTeENT OFFICE.

JOHN 8. LASH, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA.

WASH-BOARD.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 49,635, dated August 29, 1865,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JOEN S. LAsT, of the
city of Philadelphia, in the State of Penuns-
ylvania, have made certain new and usefal
Improvements in Wash-Boards for Washing
Clothes ; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description of
the same, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings, making a part of this speci-
fication, in which—

-Figure 1 represents a perspective view of
the wash-board as ready for use. Fig. 2 rep-
resents a face view of the movable rubbing-
board detached from its other portion. Fig.
3 represents a transverse longitudinal section
through the wash-board.

Similar letters of reference, where they oc-
cur in the separate figures, denote like parts
in all the drawings.

My invention counsists in the construction
and arrangement of the rolls in the under por-
tion of the wash-board and the depressions and
clevations in or on the face of the rubbing-
board, so thav the clothes, as they pass be-
tween the rubbing-surfaces, shall be acted
upon by surfaces that have different motions,
and thus receive a positive washing or rubbing
operation.

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and nse my invention, I will proceed to de-
seribe the same with reference to the drawings.

A represents the under frame, which may be
made in any of the nsual well-known ways.
in this frame I arrange a series ot rollers, B,
so that they may freely turn upon their jour-
nals by the act of moving the clothes over
them under pressure. The rollers B, as to sur-
face, may have the form of a series of cones,
united alternately by their bases and apices,
as shown at b a respectively; or these projec-
tions and depressions, instead ot being conical
in form, may be of a bead,acorn,or ogeeform;
and the rollers are so arranged in the frame
as that the elevated portions of one shall fit
into the depressions of the next adjacent one,
and vice versa, leaving space enough between
for the water to freely pass through.

The rubbing-board C has cut upon its face
a series of grooves, ¢, that will take the pro-
jecting portions b of the rollers, while its lands
d will move along and over the depressions «
thereof ; or, in other words, the contour of the
face of the wash-board C is similar to that of

the rolls in reverse, thus allowing the two sur-
faces to nove in close contact and parallel to
each other. There are also eross-grooves ¢ in
or on the face of the wash-board for earrying
or moving the clothes along over therolls,and
preventing them from lying in one place, or for
holding them against the rollers.
To the wash-board C are attached, at both of
its sides, spring-arms D, the ends of which, as
the board is reciproecated, move in grooves or.
slots f eut in the outside pieces of the under
frame, A, and guide and direct said board in
its movement. These arms may have elastic-
ity enongh to adwmit of their being taken out
of their grooves when it is necessary to remove
or detach the rubbing-board from the under
portion; and instead of being bent, as shown,
the wash board may be made long enough to
be flush with the sides of the frame, and then
straight arms may be used, and, if found ad-
rantageous, may be of wood instead of metal.
E is a rung or handle by which the rubbing-
board is moved, and at the same time the nec-
essary degree of pressure applied by the hand
of the operator. The wash-board can be also
raised up to place or remove the clothes or in-
spect the operation of washing, the arms D
serving as pivots upon which it thas turns. If
desirable, for finer clothes that might other-
wise be damaged, the wash-board can be throwu
back and the nuder portion used asacommon
wash-board is.
The surfaces of the 10lls, beiug of different
diameters, would have, of course, different ve-
locities, but wash-board surfaces have always
aniform velocities. Thus between the two sur-
faces the clothes receive a rubbing operation
like hand-wasbing, the grooves e serving to
move them along or to retain them, as the case
may be.
Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I elaim therein as new,and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent, is— .
In combination with a series of roliers of the
form herein described and arranged in relation
to each other, as set forth, a rubbing-board hav-
ing longitudinal and transverse grooves in or
on its face and acting with said rollers, as here-
in deseribed and represented.
: JOHN S. LASH.

‘Witnesses:
WiILLIAM B. GREGG,
M. HorLooMs.




