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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

E. B. LYMAN, OF WATERBURY, CONNECTICUT.

IMPROVEMENT IN BASKETS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 49,974, dated September 5, 1865,

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, E. B. LYMAN, of Water-
bary, in the county of New Haven and State
of Connecticut, haveinvented a new and useful
Improvement in Baskets; and I do hereby de-
clare thatthefollowing is afull, clear,and exact
description thereof, which will enable those
skilled in the art to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming part of this specification, in
whichw '

Figure 11s an end elevation of a basket made
according to my invention, one of the lower
corners being broken away to show the con-
struction of the base. TFig. 2 is a plan view of
© the basket. )

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

This invention consists in making the base
of baskets, bampers, and other similar struct-
ures in such a manner as to protect the bot-
tom and the corners from injury and wear, the

base being formed with as many sides as there’

are sides to the basket, each side being a solid
piece, and the several pieces being framed or
Jjoined together at their ends in any suitable
manner.

A.is a basket, the body of which is made in
this example of my invention of wood-work,
woven or laced together in the usual manner.
1t is fitted with a grooved rim, C, constructed
after the invention of Evelyn Beecher, of Con-
necticut, to which rim and wood-work are se-
cured the usual handles, B, The bottoms of
baskets and other similar articles are usually
subjected to hard usage, and they have some-
times been protected by cleats running be-
neath and across them. The cleats are an
imperfect protection to the bottom, while the
edges and corners of the basket are altogether
unprotected and exposed to abrasion and in-
Jjury from every body they are brought into
contact with, Moreover, in the usual styles of
such baskets the warp of the wood-work is of
a length equal to the sum of the breadth of
the basket added to twice its height.

My invention affords a perfect protection to
those parts of the basket which are most ex-
posed to violent usage and wear, and effects
an economy in the matter of material. .

D D D D represent four solid rails, joined at

their ends and their joints protected by me-
tallic plates d, bent around and nailed to ad-
jacent ends. I have also shown the corners
of the rim protected by metallic plates c.

¢ is a horizontal groove made along the
whole inner face of each rail, and ¢ is a ver-
tical groove made along the whole upper sur-
face of each rail, as seen in Tig. 1. The
grooves e ¢’ must not intersect each other, nor
must they approach each other very near, else
the rails would be likely to split in the line of
the grooves. The lower ends of the upright
strands of the wood-work a are inserted in the
groove ¢ of each rail D, and afterward se-
cured therein by rivets or equivalent fastening
devices. Theupperendsof theupright strands
are also secured in the rails of the rim C, which
are grooved upon their under surfaces. The
ends of the strands & of which the bottom is
made are inserted in the horizontal grooves
¢ of the rails D, and properly secured therein
by rivets or other suitable means. o

Care must be taken that the rivets which
secure the upright strands in the grooves ¢’
arve driven below the line of the horizontal
grooves e.

‘When the area of the bottom of the basket
is so great as to require additional support
besides that given to it by the rails D, I pro-
vide one or more intermediary rails, E, the
ends of which are secured in the sides of op-
posite rails D in any proper manner.

" My invention enables me to employ any thin
material for the side walls and bottom of the
basket—for instance, veneers or thin layers
of wood or other thin and light material which
is capable of being secured in the grooves ¢ ¢'.
Such veneers may be of greater or less width,
80 as to have openings occur between their
edges when ventilation is desired in the sides
and bottom of a basket when narrow veneers
are used, or to have opaque sides and bottom
when wider veneers are used. This method
of construction will enable me also to dispense
with interlaced horizontal strands of the wood-
work, as shownin the accompanying drawings,
when veneers of the requisite stiffness and
strength are employed.

By construeting baskets and similar articles
for household and factory use with a base of
rails in the manner above explained, it is evi-
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dent that their bottoms are not only protecied
from injury, but also their corners and the
edges of their bottoms. -

Instead of making horizontal grooves to re-
ceive the endsof the horizontal bottom veneers,
I can, aceording to the principle of my inven-
tion, make rabbets along the inner edgus of
the ralls which shall receive the ends of the
veneers, and the said rabbets be then filled up
flush with the upper surfaces of the rails, there-
by protecting and confining the ends of the
veneers. The sides of the basket can Dbe se-

cured in the same way-—that is, by means of
rabbets in the rails which shall receive the
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‘lower edges of said sides, said rabbets being

a,fterwa,rd protected in the manner above set
forth.

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent—

Forming a base of solid rails, DD, in the con-
struction of baskets, hampers, and similar ar-
ticles, and securing their sides and bottoms to
the ralls by means of grooves e ¢/, substantially
as above desecribed.

E. B. LYMAN.

Witnesses:

W, F. MCNAMARA,
M. M. LIVINGSTON.



