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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, T. W. PRIRCE, of Min-
neapolis, in the county of Hennepin and State
of Minnesota, have invented a new and Im-
proved Device for Stripping the Leaves from
Sugar-Cane; and I do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact deseription
thereof, which will enable others skilled in the
art to make and use the same, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, in which—

Figures 1 and 2 are plan or top views of my
invention; Fig. 3, a vertical central section of
the same in an inverted position.

Similar letters of reference indicate like
parts.

Thisinvention relates to a new and improved
device for stripping the leaves from sngar-cane
preparatory to crushing and expressing the
juice therefrom.

The invention consists in placing a series of
radial sectionsin an annular plate and encom-
passing the same with an elastic band, all ar-
ranged as lereinafter fully shown and de-
scribed, whereby the sections are made to press
against the stalks of cane, and at the same time
allowed to yield or give to accommodate them-
selves to the varying thicknesses of the stalks
while the latter are being drawn through the
central opening formed by the inner surfaces of
the seetious.

A represents an annular plate, which has a
series of radial grooves, @, madein it all around
at equal distances apart, and of equal width
throughout their entire length.

B represents a series of sections, which are
composed of two parts, b ¢, the parts b being
fitted in the grooves a so that they may slide
freely therein, the parts ¢ being at the inner
ends of b and projecting upward a certain dis-
tance above the plate A, the upper end of the

parts ¢ of every alternate section being pro-
vided with projecting ends to lap over the
parts ¢ of the intermediate sections, in order to
prevent the leaves of cane from passing into
the spaces between the sections when the lat-
ter are pressed outward under the action of
the stalks in being drawn through the opening
formed by the inuer ends of the sections,

The parts b of the sections are held in the
grooves & by a ring, d, secured on the upper
surface of the plate A, and the upright partse
of the sections are encompassed by an elastic
band, C, of india-rubber or other snitable ma-
terial.

The plate A is secured to a bench or any
suitable fixture, and the stalks of cane are in-
serted one at a time and small end or tip fore-
most into the opening formed by the inner sur-
facesof thesectionsand drawn entirely through
said opening, the sections effectually stripping
the leaves from the stalks, and yielding or giv-
ing, in consequence of the elastic band O, to
conform to the varying thickness of the stalks.

Tho device may be constructed at an ex-
tremely small cost.

Having thus described my invention,I claim
as new and desire tosecure by Letters Patent—

1. The radial sections B, fitted to the annu-
lar plate A, and encompassed by an elastic
band, C, substantially as aud for the purpose
set forth.

2. Having the upper ends of the parts ¢ of
every alternate section provided with project-
ing ends to lap over the ends of the interme-
diate sections, substantially as and for the pur-
pose specified.

T. W. PEIRCE.

Witnesses:

J. C. WILLIAMS,
K. SPENCER.




