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To all whom it may concern : _

Be it known that I, JoEN ADAMS, of Koko-
mo, Howard county, and State of Indiana, have
invented an Improvementin Boots and Shoes,
which I denominate a “Folding Lining and
Water-Proof Tongue;” and I do hereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
seription thereof, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, making a part of this
specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a side view of a gaiter having
my invention-applied toit. In this figure the
gaiter is fastened. Fig.2is a view showing
the gaiterunfastened. Fig.3 shows anexternal
view of one-half of the upper of a gaiter hav-
ing my invention applied to it. Fig. 4 is an
inside view of a portion of the lining with the
water-proof tongue in a folded state.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

The main object of my invention is to form
the lining of gaiter-boots in such manner that
it will also serve as a tongue or gore for pre-
venting water from entering at theside or front
slit or slits, which are made for the purpose of
allowing the boots to be conveniently put on
and taken off the feet. My invention is in-
tended to obviate the necessity of employing
elastic-cloth gores, which soon fray out, and
are seldom as durable as other portions of the
boots. Besides, such gores are ouly partially
water-proof,

To enable others skilled in the art to under-
stand my invention, I will describe its con-
struction and operation.

The accompanying drawings represent my
invention applied to a gaiter-boot; buf it will
be seen from the following description that the
invention is applicable to boots or shoes of
every description which require to be lined,
and where it is desirable to make a front or side
slits in them to admit of their being put on and
removed from the feet conveniently,

One of the old methods of closing the slits
of gaiters consists in the insertion of gores of
leather or some non-elasticsubstance, the edges
of which are stitched to the edges of the slit.
A portion of the gore and leather upper is then
folded over, and the edges of the slit are drawn
togethér by lacing. This mode of constroct-
ing the gores and applying them to the boots

involves the necessity of making curved slits,
and consequently of changing the style of the
boots. It is not applicable to or adapted for
straight slits, and it increases the labor and
expense of making the boots.

The hoots or shoes which T intend applying
my invention to may be constructed in any of
the well-known ways, with a slit in front or at
the side. The boot which is shown in the draw-
ings has but one slit, and that is on the side.
This slit extends from the upper edge of the
opening into the boot nearly down to the sole,
and is intended to allow the ankle portion to
be expanded for the purpose of introducing
the foot, after which the edges of the slit are
drawn together by means of lacing or secured
by means of clasp-fastenings. Tor the purpose
of closing this slit I form the lining, Fig. 4, of
one-half(more or less) of the boot, so that a sur-
plus of the material will be left at this slit,
which lining is folded and ereased ina V form,
as shown at a, Fig. 4, previously to applying

»it to the boot.

The lining should be folded so that its upper
edge will be allowed tospread out a sufficient.
distance to leave an opening large enough in
the boot to allow the foot to be readily intro-
duced therein, The V shape of the folding
gore is preferable to any other shape for the
reason that the lining will fold smoothly when
the boot is laced upon the foot.

The lining A, when folded, is of a proper form
for the boot, and it extends a considerable dis-
tance on each side of both edges of the slit in
the side of the boot, so as to form one-half of
the lining thereof. This lining is stitched in
the boot in the nsual manner of lining a boot,
with the exception that two or more rows of
stitching are made along the edges of the slit
for the purpose of firmly uniting the outer
leather to the lining at these points. .

‘When the lining is thus applied to the boot
thefolding gore a willeffectually excludewater,
and it will serve all the purposes of an elastic
gore, and will not be liable to the objections
of such gores.

I do not confine my invention to a leather
lining, forit may be made of any suitable water-
proof fabric. 1 however prefer to use leather
of some kind which will be very durable and
yet not sufficiently stiff to be uncomfortable.
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The slit isdrawn together and clasped or laced,
as may be found desirable, so that the boot
will fit snugly about the ankle.

‘What Iclaim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

Construeting the lining of a boot or shoe at
the point where the front or side slit is formed
in such manner that it closes the slit against
the entrance of water and dust,and also allows

the ankle portion of the shoe or boot to be ex-
panded in size; but this I only claim when the
lining proper is constructed and applied as
herein described. '

JOHN ADAMS.

Witnesses:
J. H. KroH,
A. B. WALKER.




