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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

' DANIEL R. PRATT, OF WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS, ASSIGNOR TO
J. MARCTUS RICE, OF SAME PLACE.

IMPROVED SPIKE.

Specitication forming part of Letters Patent No. 38,263, daiecd November 28, 1865,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, DANIEL R. PRATT, of
Worcester, in the county of Worcester and
State of Massachusetts, have invented a new
and Improved Spike and Nail for Fastening
Wood and Metals Together for Railroads and
other Purposes; and I do hereby declare that
the following is a full and exact description
thereof, reference being had to the accompany-
ing models and drawings, and to the letters of
reference marked thereon. '

The nature of my invention consists in cor-

ragating the surfaces of the spikes ornails in
such a manner as not to interfere with their be-
ing driven into the wood in the nsual way nor
prevent their Leing drawn without too mueh
difficnlty, as the surfaces are-elliptic in both
directions, from head to point and from point to
head, of easy wave-shaped corrugations, and

in such a manner as not to infringe upon the
. thickness and strength of the body of the nail

or spike.

The advantages of this aseful invention are.
first,toprevent their being jarred out of their
places when the timber is exposed to high at-
mospheric heat, asin the ot sun on a tiein the
bed of a railway in midsnmmer; thesuu causing
the timber to shrink away from the spike or
nail and the jarring motion of the train pass-
ing over the track will cause thespikes torise
outoftheirplaces when thesurfacesaresmooth,

‘as in the old forms of spikes and nails, or as

in bridges exposed to different temperatures
and in baildings,-when the heat of the sun
will often shrink the timber so muoclr that the
nails will fall out themselves.
- What I claim as my improvement, and de-
sire to secure by Letters Patent, is—
Theabove-described corrugated spike, as an
article of manufacture. )
DANIEL R. PRATT
Witnesses:
JOHNS HOLLINGSHEAD,
CHAS. SIKKEN.




