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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, WiLLtAM C. REUTGEN,
of Vicksburg, in the county of Warren and
State of Mississippi, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Cans for Preserving
Butter; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing. is a full, clear, and exact description
thereof, reference being had to the aceompany-
ing drawings, making a part of this specifica-
tion, in which— , '

Figurelisan external view of my butter-can.
Fig. 2 is a vertical central section through the
can. Fig. 3is a horizontal section of the same.

Similar letters of reference iudicate corre-
sponding parts in the three figures.

The objeect of this invention is to preserve
butter in hermetically-sealed cans which shall
be impervious to air, and whieh shall not be
liable to corrosion by the chemical action of the
brinein the butter. To effect this object I ¢con-
struct cans of sheet metal-—say tinned iron—
of any suitable capacity or shape, and provide

them with eovers which can be secured upon.
- them after they are filled with butter and her-

metically sealed. These cans are made per-
fectly tight at the joints by soldering, and they
may be strengtheued by hioops or otherwise if
the material should not of itself be sufficiently
stroug for transportation.

These metal cans are lined inside with a sub-
stance which is inodorous and which will not
be affected by the salt in the butter; and for
this purpose I prefer to nse thin sheets of wood
or veneer for lining the sides, top, and bottom
of the can, as represented in Figs. 2 and 3, a
being the side lining, b the lining for the bot-
tom, and ¢ the top lining, which latter is of
sufficient diameter to extend over the upper
edges of the side lining, as shown in Fig. 2,

so that cement of any suitable deseription may
be conveniently used for hermetically sealing
the can when filled with butter. This veneer
lining may be well saturated with boiled brine
for the purpose of preventing absorption of the
brine in the butter, and also for softening the
wood, so that it can be readily bent and made
to conform to the shape of the can.

The edges of the side lining, @, may be lapped
and secured together by means of pins or ce-
ment, and, if desirable, glue or other suitable
cement may be used for seceuring the side lining
within the can.

The object of employing a metal can or cover-
ing outside of the wood lining is to prevent the
admission of air to the butter when the can is
sealed, and also to admit of the use of a very
thin lining of wood, so that while the walls of
the ean are impervious to air and moisture they
can be made very thin and still possess all the
requisite degree of strength and stiffness for
transportation.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A can for preserving butter, whiech is con-
structed of sheet metal, lined inside with a suit-
able inodorous dnd non-corrosible substance,
substantially as described.

2. Asheet-metal can whichislined with wood
or other substance saturated with brine, sab-
stantially as described.

" In witness whereof I have hereunto sub-
seribed my name.

WM. C. REUTGEN.

Witnesses:
W. N. WHITE,
JAmMEs C. Moopy,




