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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

HOMER RIGGS, OF OXFORD, CONNECTICUT, ASSIGNOR TO HIMSELF AND
WILLIAM CHURCH, OF SAME PLACE.

PAPER AND LETTER FILE.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 51,520, dated December 12, 1865.

To all whom it may concern: )

Be it known that I, HoMER Rr¢as, of Ox-
ford, in the county of New Haven and State
of Connecticut, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Letter or Paper Files; and
I do hereby declare the following, when taken
in connection with the accompanying draw-
ings, and theletters of reference marked there-
on, to be a full, clear, and exact description of
the same, and which said drawings constitute
part of this specification, and represent, in—

Figure 1, a perspective view closed; Fig. 2,
a like view extended, and in Fig. 3 a cross-
section.

My invention relates to an improvement in
a case for filing letters or papers of a like char-
acter; and it consists in a metallic case made
adjustable so as to extend or be contracted,
aceording to the quantity of papers placed
therein.

To enable others skilled in the art to con-
struct and use my inveution, I will proceed to
fully describe the same as illustrated in the
accompanying drawings.

A is the bottom of the case. It should be
made about the size of the papers to be filed,
and is formed, as is the whole case, of sheet-
steel. Toeach edge of the bottom A aflat tube,
B, is fixed, or, as I prefer, formed from the
same piece of metal as the bottom. Within
the said tube B I place a second similar tube, C.

D is the top, of like form and size as the bot-
tom A, with sides E turned down, so as to en-
ter the second tube, C, as seen in Tig. 2. When
put together, the slots @ ¢ and pins passing
therethroungh in the common and well-known
manner, or other similar device, prevents the
parts from separation, while a screw and naut,
d,secures them together at any point desirable.

To use my invention, place the papers be-
tween the top D and bottom Aj then press the
top down hard upon the papers and turn ap
the screw to secure it in that position.

If a file of two extensions is required, the
tube C may be left out, or, if more, the tubes
B and C may be made longer.

My invention is designed more particularly
for the use of the Post-Office Department to
make up packages of letters for transportation,
instead of the paper now used, but is useful
and equally adapted for many other uses.

Having, therefore, thus fully deseribed my
invention, what I claim as new and useful, and
desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

The herein - described metallic letter - tile,
made adjustable, so as to extend, substantially
as and for the purpose specified.

HOMER RIGGS.

Witnesses:
JonN E. EARLE,
H. D. Harca.



