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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE,

JOHN BOYD, OF LOWELL, MASSACHUSETTS.

CARPET-STRETCHER.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 51,545, dated December 19, 1865.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joun Bovyp, of Lowell,
in the county of Middlesex and State of Massa-

asetts, have invented a new and Improved
warpet-Stretcher; and I do hereby declare that
the following is a full, clear, and exact deserip-
tion thereof, which will enable others skilled
in the art to make and use the same, reference
being had tothe accompanying drawings, form-
ing part of this specification, in which—

Figure 1is aside view of my carpet-stretcher.
Fig. 2 is a front view thereof,

My invention consists in so constructing the
handle of a carpet-stretcher that it can easily
be extended in length to suit different persons,
and when not in use can be closed and folded
up, making a small and convenient article.

It also consists in the use of a serrated plate
so arranged that it can be quickly adjusted as
to depth of bearing-surface u pon the carpet, as
will be presently deseribed.

To enable others to understand my inven-
tion, I will proceed to describe it.

The handle proper is made in two parts, A
and B, the part A carrying a suitable top piece,
H, for the body of the person using the device
to bear against, and the part B carrying the
head, which has secured to it the serrated plate
for catching into the carpet. A long slot, O,
(see Fig. 2,) is cut longitudinally through the
centers of these parts A and B, and a snitable
guide-strip, a, left upon or attached along the
inside of each slot in the direction of the length
of the slot.

D D are the extension pieces or slides, and
the edges of these are grooved out, so as to fit
over the guides ¢ and to enable the same to be
properly guided as they are slid in and out.

Two thumb-screws, b, are applied in sueh
manner that by tightening or screwing down
the same the slides will be prevented from slid-
ing and be held rigidly in place. These slides
permit the lengthening of the handle of the
device, in order to make it suit any person who

may have oceasion to use it, thus dispensing
with the necessity of having several to suit
different persons. The slides are hinged or
otherwise suitably connected together at their
ends, as shown at ¢ in Fig. 1, to allow of the
handle being folded up.

E is the head of the device. This may be
made ofany desirable length—say wideenough
to extend across one width of carpet—and if
it be wide or very long suitable stay-rods or
supports may be attached to it and to the han-
dle on either side to stréngthen it, To the
lower edge of this head the plate I'is attached.
In the present instance it is inclined or at an
angle with the head, and the head is beveled
to prevent its  being so placed. The plate is
secured to the head, so as to be adjustable as
to depth. Slots d, (see Tig. 2,) as many as de-
sired, being cut through the plate, and set-
screws or thumb-screws ¢ applied in such man-
ner that by unserewing the same the plate may
be thrown out from or drawn in nearer to the
head, to the better adapt it to the carpet, mat-
ting, rope-cloth, or other fabrie Leing laid down
upon the floor so as not tear the same.

It is evident, in laying déwn a coarse and
thick fabric, the plate would be thrown farther
out, 50 as to enable the teeth f to have a bet-
ter hold on the fabric, and on'the other hand .
that it would Le drawn in when used to lay
down a fine and thin carpet. This is a feature
which no carpet-stretcher I have ever seen pos-
sesses. :

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is— :

The combination of the pieces H B with the
hinged slide D D and the set-screws b b, ar-
ranged and operating substantially as’ de-
seribed and represented.

JOHN BOYD.

Witnesses : ’ '
T. W. PRESSEY,
A. S, Davrs.



