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UNITED STATES

PaTentT OFFICE.

WILLI AM H. MILLER AND (ar \V MILLER, OI‘ WEST ’\IERIDD\T CONN.

-IMPROVEMENT IN BREECH- LOADENG FIRE= ARMS

Specification formiug part of Letters Patent No. 58,%89, dated December 26, 1865,

To all whom it may J CONCErN, 2

Be it known that we, War, H. MILLLR and
- Gro. W. MILLER, both of West Meriden,
county of New Haven, and_ State of Connee-
" ticat, have intented a certain new and useful
Improvement in Osciilating Breech Pieces for

Fire-Arms; and we do hereby declare that

- the same is represented and described in the
“following speolhcatlon and drawings; and to

enable others skilled in the art te make and.

use the same we will proceed to describe its
" construetion and operation, referring to the

drawings, in which the same letters indicate

like parts in each of the figures.
The nature of this improvement will be un-

"dersteod from the speuﬁcatmn and dmwmm,
in which— -

... Figurel isasideview. Tig 2isa sectional
side view. Tigs.3, 4,5, and 6 show" detdched
parts-or portions thucof

A is a case which conneets the stock and
barrel, and in which is arranged the mechan-
ism for operating this arm.

. Bis an oscillating breech-piece, hung and

“working upon the pin a,s0.that when the face
plate b thereof is up_agaiusb the breech-end
of the barrel C it is in a line nearly at right
dngles with the center line of the barrel, and
when-it (the face-plate b) is thrown back ‘after

firing it will occupy a position nearly-as shown

by theline ¢, thus de”Oldmg perféct delllbY for
inserting, extracting, or’ expelling the car-
tndge d in the breech end of thie barrel, and

- exposing to view the Whole range of the bore
of the barrel.

© - On the back side of and ina palallel line
with the face-plate § is provided a groove, k,
and an orifice; m, into which is fitted & spring
thumb-lateh, B, Which works into a depres-

“sion, 4, formed in the edges of the case A, the
.object of which is to firmly lock the oscxllatmg
breech-piece against the rear énd of the bar-

-rel. - This thumb-latch B is provided with a
stem, #; which is fitted into the orifice m, and

-upon the Jower end of said stem is secured (by
& pin or screw, ¢) & step, &, to receive the end
and pressure of the spring g, to hold the latch

B in a locked position,

_01is a sliging bar, arranged in the side of the

breech-piece B, for the purpose of receiving |’

. and, transmitting the blow from the hammer
- to the fulminate of the cartridge. -

rig adetent the stem of which passesthroug gh ]

a slit or mortise, 1, (in the breech-piece,) into
the stem »n of the thumb -piege E, the object of
which is to prevent the po%lblhty of accidental
discharge of the cartridge by means of the bar
0, except when it receives its impetus from the

-hammer, because wheu the thanrteiwtchislifted

the-detent will rise between the shoulder 2 and
the side of the depression 3, which effectually
prevents the transmission ot a blow, and will-
remain in that position until the lateh is again
down firmly in its depression or cateh ¢, and -
then only from 2 blow directed from an instru-
ment quite small at the point of contaet at or
upon {within the small space occupied by the
end of the sluhng bar.o) the end of the sliding
bar o

F 1s a shell-discharger arranged upon the
eentral pin, .

‘When the cartridge is inserted into its place

.in the breech end of the barrel the front side

of the finger s will be against the inside of the
flange of said cartridge. ~ After the explosion,
and on opening or drawmg back the face:plate
b, the under side of the breech.piege-B will

smke the projection #, and-ciiise the fingers . .

(of the cartridge-extractor F) 1o push the shell
from the b(u‘re] The outward motion of said
finger s is limited by the action or meanb of
the stop-pin «.

Thus we are euabled to snnphf) the con- o
struction, produce greater firmness, efficiency,

-and durability, and less lability of. a.(,udeut, :

and at the same tlme lesseu the bost of manu-
facture, .
We Dbelieve we bave thus shm\ 1 the nature,

.constraction, and .operation so as to enable

others skilled in the art to make and " use the
same. ' -
What we (,lalm therefore, and desu'e to se-
cure by Letters Patent i :
1. The lateh' B, arranged and operatmg in
combination Wlth the face- plate b, vscillating
breech-piece B, and cately 4, substantlally as
described. :
- 2. The detent »,in combination with the Dar -

-0 and breech- plece B, constructed and aperat:

ing substantially in the manner and for the
purpose described. >
. WM, H. MILLER. Ju. s.]
GEO. W, MILLER. - [L. 8]
" Witnesses:
' JAMES P, PLATT,
ORVILLD H. PLAT’I‘



