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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Wiriaym M. PERKINS,
of La Fontaine, in the county of Wabash and
State of Indiana, have made a new and Im-
proved Ditching-Machine; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact deseription of the nature, construction,
and operation of the same, sufficient to enable
one skilled in the art to which it appertains
to constructand use the same, reference being
had to the accompanying drawing, which is
madepart of this specification, and in which my
improvement is represented by a perspective
view.

Theimprovement consistsofa plow provided
with a forward wheel for gaging depth, an
adjustable double cutter for making the ver-
tical cut on each side of the furrow-slice, an
elevating-share with an adjustable mold-board
for carrying sidewise from the diteh the re-
moved earth, and, lastly, a truck for the plow-
man to stand upon, and having beneath it reg-
ular plates for scraping away the earth which
has been raised and thrown upon the edge of
the ditch by the mold-board.

In the drawings, A is the beam of the plow;
B, the clevis; C, the sheth or standard; D,
the handles, which are fastened to the upper
end of the sheth by the round E, and at the
forward ends pivoted to the standard F,which
rises from the beam A. By this means the
elevation of the handles is regulated to ac-
commodate the plowman.

At the forward end of the plow is the gage-
wheel G, which determines the depth of pen-
etration of the cutting portion of the plow.
Following the wheel the double colter H o,
which is strengthened by the rod J J/, the rel-
ative distance of the colters being adjusted by
means of the set-screw and nut I K,

Following the colters, which cut each side
of the furrow-slice to a depth of perhaps four
inches, comes the share L, the point of which
insinnates itself under the soil and raises it
as the plow passes forward. Asit strikes the
adjustable mold-board M it is deflected outo
the bank, or, in case of considerable depth, to
the diteh, which is made by a succession of
operations. The mold-board M is removed and
the soil pushed over onto the bank by the por-
tion N of the share which forms a mold-board.

Following the plow is a truck consisting of
two flaring plates, O O, with a platform, P,
and two wheels, R R. The bow S is hooked .
to a link, T, on the rear of the sheth, and as
the truck is drawn along the plates O serape
away the dirt from the side of the ditch, so
that it shall not readily wash or crumble there-
into. The series of operations render the
matter complete by a succession of trips, the
adjustment for depth and width having been
explained as the parts capable of said adjast-
ment were treated of.

Having described my invention, what I
claim therein asnew, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination of the double colter
consisting of the cutters H H/, with the screw
and nut T K.

2. The adjustable mold-board M, adapted to
act upon the raised mold at different depths of
the share, as described.

3. The truck O O P R R, in combination
with and drawn behind the plow, and operat-
ing as and for the purpose described.

WM. M. PERKINS,

Witnesses:
CHRISTIAN MILLER,
‘Wu. H. HUMPHREY,




