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IMPROVEMENT IN SHEEP-RACKS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 51,869, dated January 2, 186G6.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, HENRY SEEVERS, of
Perry township, in the county of Coshocton
and State of Ohio, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in a Box-Rack and Feed-
Trough, used for feeding sheep, and which I
have named ‘“animproved box-rack and feed-
trough combined, for feeding sheep;” and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full and
exact description of the manner and process
of making, constructing, and using the same,
reference being had to the annexed drawings,
_in which—

Tigure 1 represents it, in perspective, empty,
and Fig. 2 represents it, also in perspectiye,
filled and ready for feeding.

Letter a, three sills three inches square and
twenty-eightinches long, with a board twenty-
two inches wide nailed fast to the sills and
making the bottom of the box.

Letter b, a post two inches square and twen-
ty-six inches long tenoned into the middle
sill, with a board ten inches wide nailed fast
to the inside of the post, making one side of
the box; the other side the same.

Letter ¢, two posts, same size as letter b, with
a board ten inches wide and twenty-six inches
long nailed fast to the outside of the two posts,
which are tenoned into one of the end sills,
making one end of the box; theother end the
same.

Letter d, rack, made by putting cross-pieces
to two side rails, cross-pieces placed five or
six inches apart, rack made of proper size to
play loose inside the box.

Letter f, a feed-trough five inches wide in-
side in the Dbottom, side pieces two and one-
half inches deep on the inside, flaring, so as
to make the trough seven inches wide at top,
with an iron arm fastened under the bottom at
each end of the trough, and rising from the
bottom at such-an angle as will meet the cor-
ner posts on one side at a proper heighth to
work as a hinge either upon a bolt throngh the
posts or npon the ends of the arms turned at
right angles and let into the posts, and to allow
the trough, when thrown up, to rise above the
top of the posts, resting the arms against a
top railing of the posts; also, the iron arms to
be of proper length to let the trough rest on
cleats nailed to the inside of the end boards of
thebox, twoinches below the top of said boards,

and so be over the center of the box and rack
when down and in place for feeding grain.

Letter g, a top railing let into the top of
the posts, with the bottom of the railing nine
inches above the top of the box.

The manner of using the said improved box-
rack and feed-trough combined for feeding
sheep, in feeding hay, may be either with the
trough up or down, but better up. When the
box is to be filled with hay the feed-trough is
thrown up, the rack is raised on either side
rail and placed against either side of the box.
The hay is then putin, the rack is then turned
down ontop of the hay, and withitsown weight
holds the hay nicely down. The sheep then
come up and feed on all sides, the rack hold-
ing the hay nicely down and only allowing
the sheep to get their mouths between the
cross-pieces, and as they eat the rack settles
down upon the hay until it is used out, hold-
ing the last mouthful as nicely as the whole
when first put in, thus preventing any waste
of hay whatever.,

The manner of feeding oats in the sheaf is
jost the same as hay, and what is shelled off,
being in the box, is not lost but gotten by the
sheep to the last grain, when the straw is used
up and the rack settles down to the bottom.

The manner of using it for feeding grain,
either ground or unground, is, either when the
box is full of hay or empty, to let down the -
feed-trough, which will then rest on the rack
and hay when full, and on the cleats when
empty, and the grain being put into the trough
the sheep approach upon all sides and eat in
the same manner as when feeding at hay, and
if any of the grain is pushed over the sides of
the trough it is not lost, but fallsinto the box,
and in due time the sheep get it.

In feeding roots they can be put into the
trough sliced or whole; or if the roots are
very large the trough can be thrown up and
they ecan be put into the box with the rack over
them and fed the same as hay.

For cleaning: Every time the trough is
thrown upitcleansitselt and throwsall dirt out-
side the box. 'When the box is to be cleaned
the rack, being loose, is lifted entirely out, and
there is nothing in the way of cleaning. But
one great advantage of the improvement, next
to the saving of feed, consists in its keeping
clean, owing to the impossibility of the sheep
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dirtying it, either with their feet or otherwise,
the outside line of the railing round the top of
the posts being three inches farther out than
perpendicular line of the inside of the box,
so fending off all approaches of the sheep ex-
cept to feed.

‘What I claim as my idea, invention, and im-
provement, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

The sliding rack and the grain-trough, so

hinged and arranged as to allow the sheep to
feed upon either grain or hay and stand upon
the same ground, without having trough or
rack at any time to interfere with each other,
and so easily moved to one side when the box
is to be filled with hay.
HENRY SEEVERS.
Witnesses: :
T. S. HUMRICKHOUSE,
W. R. FORKER.




